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CHAP. 
XXXIIL 

Laft years 
and death! 



' URING a long and difgfaceful reign o( tWcnty- 
eight years , Honorius , emperor of the Weft, 
vras feparated from the friendship of his brother, 
and afterwards of his nephew , who reigried over ^^ "<*"<>- 
the Eaft ; and Conftantinople beheld , with ap- a. d! 423, 
parent indifference and fecret joy , the calarnities Aug. 27* 
of Rome* The flrange adventures of Placidia ' 
gradually renewed', and cemented, thfe alliance 
of the two empires. The daughter of the great 
Theodofius had been the captive and the queen 
of the Goths: sHe loft an affectionate husband; she 
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a THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, was dragged in chains by his infulting aflaffin ; 

;^xxxu. she tafted the pleafure of revenge, and was ex- 
changed, in the treaty of peace, for fix hundred 
thoufand meafures of wheat. After her return from 
Spain to Italy , Placidia experienced a new pcrfe- 
cution in the bofom of her family. She was avcrfe 
to a marriage, which had been ftipulated without 
her confent; and the brave Conftantius, as a npble 
reward for the tyrants whom he had vanquished, 
received, from the hand of Honorius himfelf, the 
ftruggling and reluctant hand of the widow of 
Adolphus. But her refiftance ended with the cere- 
mony of the nuptials; nor did Placidia refufe to 
become the mother of Honoria and Valentinian the 
third, or to atTume and exercife an abfolute domi- 
nion over the mind of her grateful husband. The 
generous foldicr, whofe time had hitherto beea 
divided between focial pleafure and military fervice, 
was taught new leffons of avarice and ambition : 
he extorted the title of Auguftus ; and the fervant 
of Honorius was afTociated to the eippire of the 
Weft. The death of Conftantius , in the feventh 
month of his reign, inftead of diminishing, fcemed 
to increafc, the power of Placidia; and the indecent 
familiarity * of her brother, which might be no 
more than theifymptoms of a childish affection, 
were univerfally attributed to inceftuous love. On 
a fudden, by fome bafe intrigues of a fteward and 
a nurfe, this exceflive fondnefs was converted into 
an irreconcileable quarrel : the debates of the em- 
peror and his fifter were not long confined within 
the walls of the palace; and as the Gothic foldicrs 
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adhered to their queen , the city of Ravenna was chap. 
agitated with l^loody and dangerous tumults, ^x^"^- 
which could only be appeafed by the forced or 
voluntary retreat of Placidia and her children. 
The royal exiles landed at Conftahtinople , foon 
after the marriage of Theodofius, during the fefti- 
val of the Perfian victories. They were treated 
with kindnefs and magnificence ; but as the flatues 
of the emperor Conftantius had been rejected by 
the Eaftern court , the title of Augufta could not 
decently be allowed to his widow. Within a few 
months after the arrival of Placidia, a fwift mef-. 
fcnger announced the death of Honorius , the 
confequence of a dropfy; but the important fecret 
vsras not divulged , till the neceffary orders had 
been difpatched for the march of a large body of 
troops to the fea-coaft of Dalmatia. The shops 
and the gates of Conftantinople remained shut 
during^ feven days ; and the lofs of a foreign 
prince , who could neither be efteemed nor re- 
gretted, was celebrated with loud and affected 
demonftrations of the public grief. 

While the minifters of Conftantinople deliberat- Elevation 
cd , the vacant throne of Honorius was ufurped *hf„furper 
by the ambition of a ftranger. The name of the John , 
rebel was John : he filled the confidential office 
of Primicerius ^ or principal fecretary; and hiftory 
has attributed to his character more virtues, than 
can cafily be reconciled with the violation of the 
moft facred duty. Elated by the fubmiflion of 
Italy, and the hope of an alliance with the Huns, 
John prefumed to infult , by an embaflTy, the 
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4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, majefty of the Eaftcrn emperor; but when he un- 
xxxiiL derftood that his agents had been banished, impri- 
foned , and at length chaced away with deferved 
ignominy, John prepared to aflert , by arms, the 
injuftice of his claims. In fuch a caufe, the grand- 
fon of the great Theodofius should have marched 
in perfon : but the young emperor was eafily 
diverted , by his phyficians, from fo rash and 
hazardous a defign; and the conduct of the Italian 
expedition was prudently entrufted to Ardaburius, 
and his fon Afpar, who had already fignalifed 
their valour againft the Perfians. It was refolved, 
that Ardaburius should embark with the infan- 
try; whilft Afpar, at the head of the cavalry, 
conducted Placidia, and her fon Valentinian, 
along the feal-coaft of the Hadriatic. The march 
of the cavalry was performed with fuch active 
diligence, that they furprifed, without refiftance, 
the important city of Aquileia; when the hopes 
of Afpar were unexpectedly confounded by^the 
intelligence , that a ftorm had difperfed the Impe- 
rial fleet ; and that his father , with only two 
gallies, was taken and carried a prifoner into the 
port of Ravehna. Yet this incident, unfortunate 
as it might feem, facilitated the conqueft of -Italy. 
Ardaburius employed, or abufed, the courteous 
freedom , which he was permitted to enjoy , to 
revive among the troops a fenfe of loyalty and 
gratitude; and, as foon as the confpiracy was 
ripe for execution, he invited by private meflages, 
and prefled the approa,ch of, Afpar. A shepherd, 
whom the popular credulity transformed into an 
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angel, guided the Eaftern cavalry, by a fccret, chap; 
and , it was thought , an impaffablc road , xxxiii. 
through the moraffes of the Po: the gates of 
Ravenna, after a ^hort ftruggle, "were thrown 
open ; and the defencelefs tyrant was delivered 
to the mercy , or rather to the cruelty , of the 
conquerors. His right hand was firft cut off; and, 
after he had been cxpofed, mounted on an afs, to 
the public derifion, John was beheaded in the 
Circus of Aquileia. The emperor Theodofius, 
when he received the news of the victory, inter- 
rupted the horfe-races ; and fmging, as he marched 
through the ftreets , a fuitable pfalm , conducted 
his people from the Hippodrome to the church, 
where he fpent the remainder of the day in grateful 
devotion ^ 

In a monarchy, which, according to various vaUnti- 
precedents , might be confidered as elective, or n'*"^"- ^ 
hereditary, or patrimonial, it was impoffible that theWeft. 
the intricate claims of female and collateral fuccef- ^- ^• 
fion should be clearly defined *; and Theodofius, 
by the right of confanguinity or conqueft, might 
have reigned the fole legitimate emperor of the 
Romans. For a moment , perhaps , his eyes were 
dazzled by the profpect of unbounded fway; 
but his indolent temper gradually acquiefced in 
the dictates of found policy. He contented him- 
felf with the pofTeffion of the Eaft; and wifely 
relinquished the laborious task , of waging a 
diftant and doubtful war againft the Barbarians 
beyond the Alps ; or of fccuring the obedience of 
the Italians and Africans , whofe mind5 ^ere 
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fe H A p. alienated by the irreconcileable difference of lan- 
XXXIII. guage and intereft. Inftead of liftening to the voice 
of ambition , Theodofius refolved to imitate the 
moderation of his grandfather, and to feat his cou- 
fin Valentinian on the throne of the Weft. The 
royal infant was diftinguished at Conftantinoplc 
by the title of Nobiliffimus : he was promoted, 
before his departure from Theflalonica , to the 
rank and dignity oiCkfar; and, after the conqueft 
of Italy, the patrician Helion, by the authority 
of Theodofius, and in the prefence of the fenate, 
faluted Valentinian the third by the name of Au- 
guftus, and folemnly invefted him with the dia- 
dem, and the Imperial purple *. By the agreement 
of the three females who governed the Roman 
world, the fon of Placidia was betrothed to Eu- 
doxia, the daughter of Theodofius and Athenais; 
and, as foon as the lover and his bride had attained 
the age of puberty , this honourable alliance was 
faithfully accomplished. At the fame time, as a 
compenfation , perhaps, for the expences of the 
war, the Weftern Illyricum was deUched from the 
Italian dominions , and yielded to the throne , of 
Conftantinople *. The emperor of the Eaft acquired 
the ufeful dominion of the rich and maritime pro- 
vince of Dalmatia, apd the dangerous fovereignty 
of Pannonia and Noricum , which had been filled 
and ravaged above twenty years, by a promif- 
cuous crowd of Huns, Oftrogoths, Vandals, and 
Bavarians. Theodofius and Valentinian continued 
to refpect the obligations of their public and 
jjQ^'j^ilic alliance; but the unity of the Roman 
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government was finally diffolved. By a pofitive 
declaration, the validity of all future laws was 
limited to the dominions of their peculiar author; 
unlefs he should think proper to communicate 
them , fubfcribed , with his own hand , for the 
approbation of his independent colleague '. 

Valentinian , when he received the title of Au- 
guftus , was no more than fix years of age : and 
his long minority was enjtrufled to the guardian 
care of a mother, who might aflert a female claim 
to the fucceflion of the Weftern empire. Flacidia 
envied, but she could not equal, the reputation 
and virtues of the wife and fiftcr of Theodofius ; 
the elegant gtnius of Eudbcia , the wife and fuc- 
ce&ful policy of Pu|cheria. The mother of Valen* 
tinian was jealous of the power , which she was 
incapable of excrcifing * : she reigned twenty-five 
years , in the name of her fon ; and the character 
of that unworthy emperor gradually countenanced 
the fufpicion, that Flacidia had enervated his 
youth by a dilFolute education, and fiudiously 
diverted bis attention from every manly and ho- 
nourable purfuit. Amidft the decay of military 
fpirit, her armies were commanded by two generals, 
^tius * and Boniface ", who may be defervedly 
named as the laft of the Romans. Their union 
might have fupported a finking empire ; their dif- 
cord was the fatal and immediate caufe of the lofs 
of Africa. The invafion and defeat of Attila has 
immortalized the fame of £ tins; and though time 
has thrown a shade over the exploits of his rival, 
tlie defence of Marfcelles , and the deliverance of^ 
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CHAP. Africa, atteft the military talents of count Bpni- 
xxxin. f^i^^ In the field of battle, in partia:! encounters, 
in fingle combats, he was ftill the terror of the 
Barbarians : the clergy, and particularly his friend 
Auguftin , were edified by the Chriftian piety , 
which had once tempted him to retire from the 
world; the people applauded his fpotlefs integrity; 
the army dreaded his equal and inexorable juftice, 
. which may be difplayed in a very fingular exam- 
ple. A peafant , who complained of the criminal 
intimacy between his wife and a Gothic foldier, 
was directed to attend his tribunal the following 
day : in the evening the count , who had dili- 
' - gcJ^t'y informed himfelf of the time and place' of 
the affignation, mounted his horfe, rode ten miles 
into the country, furprifed the guilty couple, pun- 
ished the foldier with inftant death, and filenced 
the complaints of the husband, by prefenting him, 
the next morning, with the head of the adulterer. 
The abilities of iEtius and Boniface might have 
been ufefully employed againft the public ene- 
liiies , in feparate' and important commands ; but 
the experience of their paft conduct should have 
decided the real favour and confidence of the 
emprefs Piacidia. In the melancholy feafon of 
her exile and diftrejs, Boniface alone had main- 
tained her caufe with unshaken fidelity ; and 
the troops and treafures of Africa had effentially 
contributed to extinguish the rebellion. The 
fame rebellion had been fupported by the zeal 
and activity of JEtius , who brough.t an army 
of fixty^ thoufand Huns from the Danube to 
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the confines of Italy, for the fervice of the chap; 
ufurper. The untimely death of John, compel- xxxm. 
led him to accept an advantageous treaty: but 
he ftill continued, the fubject and the foldier 
of Valentinian, to entertain a fecret, perhaps a 
treafonable , correfpondence with his Barbarian 
allies, whofe retreat had been purchafed by liberal 
gifts, and more liberal promifes. But Otitis 
poffeffed an advantage of . Angular moment in 
a female reign : he was prefent :• he befieged , 
with artful and afliduous flattery , the palace^ of 
Ravenna 5 difguifed his dark defigns with the 
mask of loyalty and friendship; and at leneth 
deceived both his miftrefs and his abfent rival. Error and 
by a fubtle confpiracy, which a weak woman, revolt of 
and a brave man , could not eafily fufpect. He jn^Akica, 
fecretly perfuaded " Placidia to recal Boniface a. 0.4^7. 
from the government of Africa; he fecretly ad- 
vifed Boniface to difobey the Imperial fummons : 
to the one , he reprefented the order as a fentence 
of death; to the other, he ftated the refufal as a 
fignal of revolt ; and when the credulous and un- 
fufpectful count had armed the province in his 
defence, iEtius applauded his fagacity in fore- 
feeing the rebellion , which his own perfidy had 
excited. A temperate enquiry into the real 
motives of Boniface, would have reftored a faith- 
ful fervant to his duty and to the republic ; but 
the arts of JEtius ftill continued to betray and 
to inflame, and. the count was urged, by per- 
fecution, to embrace the raoft dcfperate counfels. 
The fuccefi .with which he eluded or repelled the 
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CHAP, firft attacks , could not infpire a vain confidcnoe;^' 
xxxiu. that, at the head of fome loofe, -diforderly Afri- 
cans, he should be able to withlland the regular 
forces of the Weft, commanded by a rivaf, whofc 
military character it was impoffible for him to 
defpife. After fome hefitalion, the laft ftruggles 
of prudence and loyalty, Boniface difpatched a 
trufty friend to the court, or rather to the camp, 
of Gonderic , king of the Vandals , with the pro- 
posal of a ftrict alliance , and the offer of an ad- 
vantageous and perpetual fettlement. 
He invites After the retreat of the Goohs, the authority of 
the Van- Houorius had obtained a precarious eftablishment 
A. D. 42g. m Spain ; except only in the province of Gal- 
licia, where the Suevi and the Vandals had for- 
tified their camps, in mutual difcord, and hoftile 
independence. The Vandals prevailed ; and their 
adverfaries were befieged in the Nervafian hills , 
i)etween Leon and Oviedo, till the approach of 
Count Afterius compelled, or rather provoked, the 
victorious Barbarians to remove the fcene. of the 
war to the plains of Bcetica. The rapid progrefs 
of the Vandals foon required a more effectual 
dppofition ; and the mafter - general Gaftinus 
marched againft them with a numerous army of 
Romans and Goths, Vanquished in battle by an 
inferior enemy, Gaftinus fled with dishonour to 
Tarragona; and this memorable defeat, which 
has been reprefented as the punishment, was moft 
probably the effect, of his rash prefumption ". 
Seville and Carthagena became the reward, or 
rather the prey, of the ferocious cgoquerors ; and 
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the veffels which they found in the harbour of 
Carthagena, might eafily tranfport them to the 
isles of Majorca and Minorca, where the Spanish 
fugitives, as in a fecure recefs, had vainly con- 
cealed their families and their fortunes. The 
experience of navigation, and perhaps the profpect 
of Africa, encouraged the Vandals to accept the 
invitation which they received from Count Boni- 
face ; and the death of Gonderic ferved only to 
forward and animate the bold enterprife. In the 
room of a prince, not confpicuous for any fuperior 
powers of the mind or body, they acquired his 
baftard brother, the terrible Genferic "; a name^ 
which , in the deftruction of the Roman empire , 
has deferved an equal rank With the names of 
Alaric and Attila. The king of the Vandals is 
defcribed to have been of a middle ftature , with 
a lamenefs in one leg, which he had contracted 
by an accidental fall from his horfe. His slow 
and cautious fpeech feldom declared the deep 
purpofes of his foul: he difdained to imitate the 
luxury of the vanquished; but he indulged the 
fterner paffions of anger and revenge. The am- 
bition of Genferic was without bounds, and with- ^ 
out fcruples; and the warriour could dexterously 
employ the dark engines of policy to folicit the 
allies who might be ufeful to his fuccefs , or to 
fcatter among his enemies the feeds of hatred and 
contention. Almoft in the moment of his depar- 
ture he was informed, that Hermanric, king of 
the Suevi, had prefumed to ravage the Spanish 
territories, which he was refolved to abandon. 
Impatient of the infult, Genferic purfued the 
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hafty retreat of the Suevi as far as Merida; 
precipitate^ the king and his army into the river 
Anas, and calmly returned to the feashore, to 
embark his victorious troops. The vefTefs v^hich 
tranfported the Vandals over the modern Streights 
of Gibraltar, a channel only twelve miles in 
breadth , were furnished by the Spaniards , who 
anxiously wished their departure; and by the 
African general, who had implored their for- 
midable affiftance '*. 

Our fancy, fo long accuftomed to exaggerate 
and multiply the martial fwarms of Barbarians 
that feemed to iffue from the North , will per- 
haps be furprifed by the account of the army 
which Genferic muftered on the coaft of Mau- 
ritania. The Vandals , who in twenty years had 
penetrated from the Elbe to Mount Atlas, were 
united under the command of their warlike king; 
and he reigned with equal authority over the 
Alani, who had paffed, within the term of hu- 
man life, from the cold of Scythia to the exceffivc 
heat of an African climate. The hopes of the 
bold enterprife had excited many brave adven- 
turers of the Gothic nation ; and many defperate 
provincials were tempted to repair their fortunes 
by the fame means which had occafioned their 
ruin. Yet this various multitude amounted only 
to fifty thoufand effective men ; and though Gen- 
feric artfully magnified his apparent ftrength, by 
appointing eighty chiliarchs^ or commanders of 
thoufands , the fallacious increafe of old men , of 
children , and of slaves , would fcarcely have 
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fwelled his army to. the number of fourfcorc chap. 
thoufand perfons '*. Bt^t his own dexterity, and^ xxxiir. 
the difcon tents of Africa, foon fortified the Vandal 
powers , by the accefllon of numerous and active 
allies. The parts of Mauritania , which border on ^hc 
the great defert, and the Atlantic ocean, were 
filled with a fierce and untractable race of men , 
whofe favage temper had been exafperated, rather 
than reclaimed, by their dread of the Roman arms. 
Th€ wandering Moors '*, as they gradually 
ventured to approach the feashore , and the camp 
of the Vandals, muft have viewed with terror 
and aftonishment the drefs, the armour, the 
martial pride and difcipline of the unknown (Iran- 
gers, who had landed on their coaft ; and the fair 
complexions of the blue-eyed warriours of Germany, 
formed a very Angular contraft with the fwarthy 
or olive hue , which is derived from the neigh- 
bourhood of the torrid zone. After the firft diffi- 
culties had in fome meafure been removed, which 
arofe from the mutual ignorance of their refpective 
language, thq Moors, regardlefs. of any future 
confequence, embraced the alliance of the enemies 
of Rome ; and a crowd of naked favages rushed 
from the woods and vallies of Mount Atlas, to 
fatiate their revenge on the polished tyrants, who 
had injuriously expelled them frpm the native 
fovereignty of the land. 

The perfecution of the Donatifts " was an tksDo- 
cveiit not lefs favourable to the defigns of Gen- 
feric. Seventeen years before he landed in Africa, 
a public conference was held at Carthage, by the 
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CHAP, order of the magiftrate. The Catholics Vere 
xxxnu fatisfied , that , after the invincible reafons which 
they had alleged, the obftinacy of the fchifmatics 
muft be inexcufable and voluntary ; and the em- 
peror Horiorius was perfuaded to inflict the moft 
rigorous penalties on a faction , which had fo 
long abufcd his patience and clemency. Three 
hundred bishops '* , with many thoufands of the 
inferior clergy , were torn from their churches , 
flripped of their ecclefiaftical pofleifions , banished 
to the islands, and profcribed by the laws , if they 
prefumed to conceal themfelves in the provinces 
of Africa. Their numerous congregations , both 
in cities and in the country , were deprived of the 
rights of citizens , and of the exercife of religious 
worship. A regular fcale of fines , from ten to 
two hundred pounds of filver , was curiously 
afcertained, according to the diftinctions of rank 
and fortune , to punish the crime of afSfting at a 
fchifmatic conventicle ; and if the fine had been 
levied five times , without fubduing the obftinacy 
of the offender ,. his future punishment was refer- 
red to the difcretion of the Imperial court ". 
By thefe feverities, which obtained the warmcft 
approbation of St. Auguftin *** , great numbers of 
Donatifts were reconciled to the Catholic church : 
but the fanatics, who ftill perfevered in their op- 
pofition , were provoked to madnefs and defpair ; 
the diftracted country \vas filled with tumult and 
bloodshed ; the armed troops of Circumcellions 
alternately pointed their rage againft themfelves, 
or againft their adverfaries ; and the calendar 
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of •martyrs received on both fides a confiderable chap* 
augmentation ". Under thefe circumftances, . ^-'^^^^ 
Genferic, a Chriftian, but an enemy of the ortho- 
dox communion, shewed himfelf to the Dona- 
lifts as a powerful deliverer , from whom .they 
might reafonably expect the repeal of the odious 
and oppreflGve edicts of the Roman emperors ". 
The conqueft of Africa was facilitated by the 
active zeal, or the fecret favour, of a domeftic 
faction; the wanton outrages againft the churches, 
and the clergy , of which the Vandals are accufed, 
may be 'fairly imputed to the fanaticifm of their 
allies; and the intolerant fpirit, which difgraced 
the triumph of Chriftianity , contributed to the lofs 
of the moft important province of the Weft *'. 

The court and the people were aftonished by Tardy re? 
the ftrange intelligence , that a virtuous hero , 
after fo many favours , and fo many fervices , had 
renounced his allegiance , and invited the Barba- 
rians to deftroy the province entrufted to his 
command. The friends of Boniface, who ftill 
believed that his criminal behaviour might be 
cxcufed by fome honourable motive , folicited , 
during the abfence of ^tius , a free conference 
with the Count of Africa; and Darius, an officer 
of high diftinction , was named for the important 
embafly **. In their firft interview at Carthage, 
the imaginary provocations were mutually ex- 
plained; the oppofite letters of iEtius were pro- 
duced and compared ; and the fraud was eafily 
detected. Placidia and Boniface lamented their fatal 
errors and the Count had fufficient magnanimity 



pentanee 
of Boni- 
fa«?e, 
A. D. 430. 



i6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, to confide in the forgivenefs of his fovcreign, 
xxxiiL Qj. ^Q expofe his head to her future rcfehtment. 
His repentance was fervent and fincere; but he 
foon difcovered , that it was no longer, in his 
power to rcftore the edifice which he had shaken 
to its foundations. Carthage, and the Roman 
garrifons , returned with their general to the 
allegiance of Valentinian ; but the reft of Africa 
was ftill diftracted . with war and faction ; and 
the inexorable king of the Vandals, difdaining 
all terms of accommodation , fternly refufed to 
relinquish the poffeflion of his prey. The band 
of veterans , who marched under the ftandard of 
Boniface , and his hafty levies of provincial troops, 
were defeated with confiderable lofs : the victorious 
Barbarians infulted the open country ; and Carthage, 
Cirta, and Hippo Regius, were the only cities 
that appeared to rife above the general inundation. 
Defoiation The lone and narrow tract of the African coaft 
was filled with frequent monuments of Roman 
art and magnificence; and the refpective degrees 
of improvement might be accurately meafured 
by the diftance from Carthage and the Mediter- 
ranean. A fimple reflection will imprefs every 
thinking mind with the cleareft idea of fertility 
and cultivation : the country was extremely 
populous ; the inhabitants referved a liberal 
fubfiftence for their own ufe ; and the annual 
exportation , particularly of wheat , was fo regular 
and plentiful, that Africa deferved the name of 
the common granary of Rome and of mankind. 

On 
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On a fudden , the feven fruitful provinces, from chap. 
Tangier to Tripoli , were overwhelmed by the ^"^x"^* 
invafion of the Vandals j whofe deftructive rage 
has perhaps been exaggerated by popular ani- 
mofity , religious zeal , and extravagant declama<> 
tipn. War, in its fairefl: form, implies a per« 
pctual violation of humanity and juftice; and the 
hollilities of Barbarians are inflamed by the fierce 
and lawlefs fpirit which inceffantly difturbs their 
peaceful and domeftic ibciety. The Vandals^ 
where they found refiftance , feldom gave quarter; 
and the deaths of their valiant countrymen were 
expfated by the ruin of the cities under whofe 
walls they had fallen. Garelefs of thq diftinctions 
of age , or fex, or rank, they employed every fpe- 
cies of indignity and torture, to force from the 
captives a difcovery of their hidden wealth. The 
ftern policy of Genferic juftified his frequent ex- 
amples of hiilitary execution: he was not always 
the mafter of his own paffions , or of thofe of his 
followers ; and the calamities of war were aggra- 
vated by the licentioufnefs of the Moors, arid the 
.fanaticifm of the Donatifts. Yet I shall not ea- 
fily be perfuaded , that it was the common prac- 
tice of the Vandals to extirpate the olives, and 
other fruit-trees , of a country where they intend- 
ed to fettle : nor can I believe that it was a ufual 
ftratagem to slaughter great numbers of their 
prifoners before the walls of a befieged city, for 
the fole purpofe of infecting the air , and pro- 
ducing a peftilence , of which they thenvfelvqs 
muft have been the firft victims*'. 

Vol. VI. B 
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CHAP., The generous mind of Count Boniface was 
xxxiir. tortured by the exquifite diftrcfs of beholding the 
Hip^P*o,° ruin, which he had occafioned , and whofe rapid 
A. D. 4J0, progrefs he was unable to check. After the lofs 
^^*^' of a battle, he retired into Hippo Regius ; where 

he was immediately befieged by an enemy , who 
confidered him as the real bulwark of Africa. 
The maritime, colony of Hippo " , about two hun- 
dred miles weftward of Carthage , had formerly 
acquired the diftinguishing epithet of Rectus , 
from the refidence of Numidian kings ; and fome 
remains of trade and populoufnefs ftill adhere to 
the modern city, which is known in Europe by 
the corrupted name of Bona. The military la- 
bours, and anxious reflections, of Count Boniface, 
were alleviated by the edifying converfation of 
his friend St. Auguftin*^; till that bishop, the 
light and pillar of the Catholic church , was 
o"!'' ^l gently releafed , in the" third month of the fiege, 
trne, and in the feventy-fixth year of his age, from the 

A. i).43o, actual and the impending calamities of his |coun- 
"^* " ' try. The youth of Auguftin had been flained 
* by the vices and errors , which he fo ingenuously 
confeffes ; but from the moment of his conver- 
fion , to that of his death , the manners- of the 
bishop of Hippo were pure and auftere : and the 
moft confpicuous of his virtues was an ar.dent 
zeal againft heretics of every denomination ; the 
Manich?eans , the Donatifts, and the Pelagians, 
againft whom he waged a perpetual controverfy. 
When th'e city , fome months after his death , was 
burnt by the Vandals, the library was fortunately 
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laved , which contained his voluminous writings ; chap. 
two hundred and thirty-two feparate books or xxxiii. 
treatifes on theological fubjects, befides a com- 
plete expofition of the pfaltor and. the gofpel , 
and a copious magazine of epiftlcs and homilies *'• 
According to the judgment of the mofl:. impartial 
critics, the fuperficial learning of Auguftin was 
confined to the Latin, language **; and his ftyle, 
though fome times animated by the eloquence of 
paflion , is ufually^' clouded by falfe and affected 
rhetoric. But fee poCfeffed a, ftrong, capacious, 
argumentative mind; he boldly founded the dark 
abyfs of .^raoc , predeflination , free- will , and 
original fin ; and the rigid fyftem of Chriftianity 
which he framed or reftored ^^i, has been enter- 
tained » with public applaufe, and fecret reluct, 
ance , by the Latin church ". 

By the skill of Boniface , and perhaps by the Defeat, and 
ignorance of the Vandals , the fiege of Hippo "^"o***^ 
was protracted above fourteen months : the fea a.d. 45c. 
was continually open;; and when the adjacent 
country had been exhaiifted by irregular rapine, 
the befiegers themfelves were compelled by fa-r 
mine to relinquish their enterprife. The import- 
ance and danger of Africa were deeply felt by 
the regent of the Weft. Placidia implored the 
afliftance of her eaftcrn ally; and the Italian fleet 
and army were reinforced by A fpar , who failed 
from Conftantinople with a powerful armament. 
As foon as the force of the two empires was unit- 
ed under the command of Boniface , he boldly 
marched agaijift the Vandals ; and the lofs of a 
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CHAP, fecond battle irretrievably- decided the fate 'of 
xxxiii. Africa. He embarked with; the precipitation of 
defpair; and the people of Hippo were permitted, 
with their families and effects , to occupy the va- 
cant place of the foldiers ,;.the greateft 'pa*t of 
whom were either Jlainor made prifoners by the 
Vandals. The Coiint, whofe fatal credulity had- 
wounded the vitals ;of the republic , might enter 
the palace of ^Ravenna with £bme anxiety , which 
was foon removed- by the fmiles of FJacidia. 
Boniface accepted with gratitude the rankof patri- 
cian, and the- dignity of maftqr-general of the Ro-^ 
man armies ; but he:niuf):have blushed at the fight 
of thofe riiedals, in which he was reprefented 
with the name and attributes of victory'*. The 
difcovery of his fraud , the difpleafure of the 
emprefs , and the diftinguished favour of his rival; 
exafperated the haughty and perfidious foul of 
iEtiusi. He haftily returned from Gaul to Italy, 
with a retinue , or rather with an army , of Bar- 
barian followers; and fuch was the weaknefs of 
the government , that the two. generals decided 
His death, their private quarrel in a bloody battle. Boni« 
A.D. 432. £^^g ^^j^5 fuccefsful; but he received in the conflict 
a mortal wound from the fpear of his adverfary ,, 
of which he expired within a few days, in fuch 
Chriftian and charitable fentiments , that he 
exhorted his. wife , a rich hcirefs of Spain , to 
accept ^tius for her fecond husband. But ^tius 
could not derive any immediate advantage from 
the generoGty of his dying enemy : he was pro- 
claimed a rebel by the juftice of Placidia 3 and 
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though he attempted to defend fome ftrong fortref. chap. 
fes erected on his patrimonial eftate, the Imperial xxxiii. 
power foon compelled him to retire into Panno* 
nia » to the tents of his faithful Huns. The re- 
public was deprived , by their mutual difcord of ^ 
thefervice of her two mofl; illuftrious champions ". 

It might naturally be expected , after the re- .fj°y^,^^^^ 
treat of -Boniface, that the Vandals would atchieve, dais in a- 
without- refiftance or delay, the conqueft of Africa. ^*^*» 
Eight year3 however elapfed , from the cvacua- 431I-439. 
tion of Hippo to the reduction of Carthage. 
In the midft of that interval , the ambitious Gen- 
feric , in the full tide of apparent profperity, 
negociated a treaty of peace , by which he gave 
his fou Hunneric for an hoftage j and confented 
to leave the Weftern emperor in the undifturbed 
ppflTelJion of the three Mauritanias '*. This mo- 
deration , which cannot be imputed to the juftice,. 
muft be afcribed to the policy , of the conqueror. 
His throne was encompaffed with domeftic ene- 
mies ; who accufed the bafenefs of his birth, and 
affcrted the legitimate claims of his nephews , the 
fons of Gonderic. Thofe nephews, indeed , he 
facrificed to his fafety; and their mother, the 
widow of the deceafed king, was precipitated, by 
his order, into the river Ampfaga. But the pub-i 
lie difcontent burft forth in dangerous and fre- 
quent confpiracies ; and the warlike tyrant is 
fuppofed to have shed more Vandal blood by the 
hand of the executioner , than in the field of bat- 
tle ". The convulfions of Africa , which had 
favoured his attack , oppofed the firm eftablishment 

B3 
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CHAP, of his power; aud the varfons feditions of the 
* xxxin. jvioors and Germans , the Donatifts *arid Qatho* 
lies ^ continually difturbed , or threatened , the 
unfettled reign of the conqueror. As he advan- 
ced towards Carthage , he was forced to with-* 
draw his troops from the Weftcrn provinces; 
the fea-coaft was 6xpofed to the naval enters 
prifes of the Romans of Spain arid Italy' ; and^ 
in the heart, of Numidia, the ftrong inland city 
of Corta ftillperfifted in obftinate independence '*. 
Thefe difficulties were gradually fubdued by the 
fpirit , the perfeverance , and the cruelty of ,Gen* 
feric ; who alternately applied the arts of peace 
and war to the eftablishment of his African king* 
dom. He fubfcribed a foltmn treaty , with the 
hope of deriving fome advantage from the term 
of its continuance, and the moment of itj vio-^ 
•Jation. The, vigilance of his enemies was relaxed 
by the proteftations of friendship , which con- 
cealed his hoftile approach ; and Carthage was at 
length furprifed by the Vandals, *five hundred 
and eighty-five years after the deftruction of the 
city and republic by the younger Scipio ''. 
They fur. A ncw city had arifen from its ruins, with th*e 
ptife Car. title of a colony ; and though Carthage might 
a!'^^439 ly^^'^ ^o ^^^ royal prerogatives of Conftantinople , 
October 9. and perhaps to the trade of Alexandria, or the 
fplendor of Antioch , she ftill maintained the fe-^ 
cond rank in the Weft ; as the Rome' ( if we may . 
ufe the flyle of contemporaries ) of the African 
world. That wealthy and opulent metropolis ". 
^ difplayed in a dependent condition ,. the image 
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of a flourishing republic. Carthage contained chap. 
the manufactures the arms, and the treafures of 
the fix provinces. A regular fubordination of 
civil honours , gradually afcended from the pro- >. 
curators of the ftreets and quarters of the city, 
to the tribunal of the fupreme magiftratc , who , 
with the title of proconful, reprefented the ft^tc 
and dignity of a conful of ancient Rome. Schools 
and gymnqpa were inftituted for the education of 
the African youth ; and the liberal arts and man- 
ners , grammar, rhetoric, and philofophy , were 
publicly taught in the Greek and Latin languages. 
The buildings of Carthage were uniform and 
magnificent : a shady grcfve was planted in the 
midft of the capital; the noo port, a fecure and 
capacious harbour, was fubfervient to the com- 
mercial induftry of citizens and ftrangers ; and 
the fplendid games of the circus and theatre 
were exhibited almoft in the prefencc of the Bar- 
barians. The reputation of the Carthaginians 
was not equal to that of their country, and the 
reproach of Punic faith ftill adhered to their fub- 
tle and faithlefs character'*. The habits of 
trade, and the abufe of luxury, had corrupted 
their manners; but their impious contempt of 
monks, and the shamelefs practice of unnatural 
lufts , are the two abominations which excite the 
pious vehemence of Salvian , the preacher of the 
age *^ The king of the Vandals feverply reform- 
ed the vices of a voluptuous people ; and the 
ancient , noble , ingenuous , freedom of Carthage 
(thefe expreflions of Victot are not without energy) , 

B4 
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CHAP, was reduced by Gcnferic into a ftate of igno* 
xxxxiL jninious fervitude. After he had permitted his li- 
centious troops to fatiate their rage and avarice, 
he inftituted'a naore regular fyftem of rapine and 
oppreffion. An edict was promulgated , which en-, 
joined all perfons, without fraud or delay,, to de- 
liver their gold, filver, jewels, and valuable fur-^ 
niture or apparel , to the royal officers ; and the at- 
tempt to fecrete any part of their patrimony, 
was inexorably punished with death and torture , 
as an act of treafon againft the ftate, The lands 
of the proconfular province, which formed the im- 
mediate diftrict of Carthage, were accurately mea- 
fured , and divided among the Barbarians; ,.and 
the conqueror referved for his peculiar domain , tho 
fertile territory of Byzacium , and the adjacent 
parts of Numidia and Getuli^*', 
African It was natural enough that Genf?ric should hatq 

captives, thofe whom be had injured : the nobility and fe^ 
jiators of Carthage were expofed to hisjealoufy and 
refentment ; and all thofe who refufed the ignomii- 
nious terms , which their honour and religion for^- 
bade them to accept , were compelled by the Ariaa 
tyrant to embrace the condition of perpetual ban- 
ishment. Rome, Italy, and the provinces of the 
Eaft, were filled with a crowd pf exiles, of fugi- 
tives, and of ingenuous captives, who folicited 
t^e public companion ; and the benevolent epiftles 
of Theodoret , ftill preferve the names and misfor^ 
tunes of C?eleftian and Maria *\ The Syrian bishop 
deplores the misfortunes of Caeleftian, who, from 
the ftate of a noble and opulent fenator of 
Carthage , was reduced , with his wife and 
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family, and fervants, to l^eg his bread in a char. 
foreign country; bpt he applauds the refignatioQ XXXiit 
of the Chriftian exile , and the philofophic 
temper, which, under the preffure of fuch cala-^ 
niities, could enjoy more real happ^nefs, than 
was the ordinary lot of wealth and profperity. . 
The ftory of Maria , the daughter of the magnifi- 
cent Eudsemon, is fmgular and interefting. In the 
fack of Carthage, she was* purchafed from the 
Vandals by fome merchants of Syria, who after- . 
wards fold her as a slave in their native country. 
A female attendant, iranfported in the fame ship, 
and fold in the fame family , ilill continued to 
refpect a miftrefs whom fortune had reduced to 
the common level of fervitude; and the daughter 
of Eudaemon received from her grateful affection 
the domeftic fervices , which she had orice re*- 
quired from her obedience. This remarkable 
behaviour divulged the real condition of Maria; 
who , in the abfence of the bishop of Cyrrhus , 
was redeemed from slavery by the generofity of 
fome foldiers of the garrifon. The, liberality of 
Theodoret provided for her decent maintenance; 
and she paffed ten months among the deaconelfe? 
of the church ; till she was unexpectedly informed, 
that her father, who had efcaped from the ruin 
of Carthage, exercifed an honourable office in one 
of the Weftern provinces. Her filial impatience 
was feconded by the pious bishop: Theodoret, 
in a letter flill extant, recommends Maria to the 
bishop of -Egae, a maritime city of Cilicia, which 
was frequented , during the annual fair , by the 
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CHAP, vcffcls of the Weft; moft earneftly requefting, that 
XXXIII. his colleague would ufe the maiden with a ten- 
dernefsfui table to her birth ; and that he would 
entruft her to the care of fuch faithful merchants, 
as would efteem it a fufficient gain , if they 
reftored a daughter , loft beyond all human hope, 
to the arms of her afflicted parent. 
Fable of Among the infipid legends of ecclefiaftical hifto- 
the fcven ry , I am tempted £o diftinguish the memorable 
sleepers.^ fable of the Seven Sleepers *' : whofe imaginary 
date correfponds with the reign of the younger 
Theodofius, and the conqueft of Africa by the 
Vandals **. When the emperor Decius pcrfecuted 
the Chriftians , feven noble youths of Ephefus 
.concealed themfelves in a fpacious cavern in the 
fi^ie of an adjacent mountain ; where they were 
doomed to perish by the tyrant, who gave orders 
that the entrance should be firmly fecured with 
a pile of huge ftones. They immediately fell into 
a deep slumber, which was miraculously pro- 
longed, without injuring the powers of life, 
during a period of one hundred and eighty-feven 
years. At the end of that time , the slaves of 
Adolius, to whom the inheritance of the mountain 
h^d defcended , removed the ftones , to fupply 
materials for fome ruftic edifice: the light of the 
fun darted into the cavern, and the feven sleepers 
were permitted to awake. After a slumber, as 
they thought, of a few hours, they were preffed 
by the calls of hunger ; and j^efolved that Jambli- 
chus, one of their number, should fecretly return 
to the city , to purchafe bread for the ufe of his 
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companions. The youth (if we may ftUl employ chaf, 
that appellation) could no longer recognife the xxxiii, 
once familiar afpect of, his native country; and his 
furprife was increafed by the appearance of a large 
crofs, triumphantly erected over the principal gate 
of Ephefus. His fingular drefe , and obfolete lan- 
guage, confounded the baker, to whom he ojBfered 
an ancient medal of Decius as the current coin of 
the empire; and Jamblichus, on the fufpicion of 
a fecret treafure, was dragged before the judge. 
Their mutual enquiries produced the amazing 
difcovery, that two centuries were almoft elapfed 
fince Jamblichus , and his friends , had efcaped 
from the rage- of a Pagan tyrant. The bishop of 
Ephefus, the clergy, the magiftrates , the people, 
and as it is faid the emperor Theodofius himfelf, 
haftened to vifit the cavern of the Seven Sleepers ; 
who beftowed their benedicrion , related their 
ftory, and at the fame inftant peaceably expired. 
The Cffigin of this onoarvellous fable cannot be 
afcribed to the pious fraud and credulity of the 
modern Greeks, ifince the authentic tradition may 
be traced within half a century of the fuppofed 
miracle. James of Sarug, a Syrian bishop, who 
was born .only two years after the death of the 
younger Thecdofius , has devoted one of his two 
hundred and thirty homilies to the'praife of the 
young men of Ephefus *'. Their legend, before 
the end of the fixth century, was translated from 
the Syriac, into the Latin, •language, by the care 
of Gregory of Tours. The hoftile communions 
of the Eaft preferve their memory with equal 
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€H4P. reverence; and their names arc honourably in- 
XXXIII. fcribed in the Roman, the Habyflinian, and the 
Ruffian calendar **. Nor has their reputation been 
confined to the Chriftian world. This popular 
tale, which Mahomet might learn when he drove 
his camels to the fairs of Syria, is introduced, as 
a divine revelation , into the Koran *^. The ftory . 
of the Seven Sleepers has been adopted , and 
adorned by the nations, from Bengal to Africa, 
who profefs the Mahometan religion **; and fomc 
veftiges of a fimilar tradition have been difcovered 
in the remote extremities of Scandinavia *\ This 
cafy and univerfal belief, fo expreffive of the fenfe 
of mankind, may be afcribcd to the genuine merit 
of the fable itfclf. We imperceptibly advance from 
youth to age, without obferving the gradual, 
but inceffant, change of human affairs; and even 
in our larger experience of hiftory , the imagina- 
tion is accuftomed , by a perpetual ferics of caufes 
and eflFects , to unite the inoft diftant revolutions. 
But if the interval between two memorable aeras 
could be inftantly annihilated j if it were poffible, 
after a momentaiy slumber of two hundred years, 
to difplay the new world to the eyes of a fpectator, 
who ftill retained a lively and recent impreffion 
of the (?W, his furprife and his reflections would 
furnish the pleafing fubject of a philofophical 
romance. The fcene could not be more advan- 
tageously placed, than in the two centuries which 
elapfed between the reigns of Decius and of 
Thcodofius the Younger. During this period, the 
feat of government had been tr^nfported from 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 29 

Rome to a new city on the banks of the Thra- chak 
cian Bofphorus ; and the abufe of military fpirit ^"^xiuu 
had been fuppreffed, by an artificial fyftem af tame 
and ceremonious fervitude. The throne of the per- 
fecuting Decius was filled by a fucceflion ofChrif* 
tian and orthodox princes, who had extirpated the 
fabulous gods of antiquity : and the public devo- 
tion of the age was impatient to exalt the faints 
and martyrs of the Catholic church , on the altars 
of Diana and Hercules. The union of the Roman 
empire was difTolved : its genius was humbled in 
the dufl; and armies of unknown Barbarians, 
iffuing from the frozen regions of the North, had 
eflablished their victorious reign over the faireft 
provinces of Europe and Africa, 
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The Character , Conquefts , and Court of Attila, 
King of the Huns. — Death of Theodo^us the 
Tounpcr. — ' Elevation of Marcian to the Empire 
of the Eajl. 

CHAP. X HB weftern world was opprefled by the Goths 
yixxiv. 2SiA Vandals, who fled before the Huns; but die 
jL d. ' atchievcments of the Huns themfelves were not 
«76— 433. adequate to their power and profperity. Their 
victorious hords had fpread from the Volga to 
the Danube ; but the public force was exhaufted 
by the difcord of independent chieftains; their 
valour was idly confumed in obfcure aqd preda- 
tory excurfions; and they often degraded their 
national dignity by condefcending, for the hopes 
of fpoil, to cnlift under the banners of their 
fugitive enemies. In the reign of Attila ', the 
Huns again became the terror of the world ; and 
I shall now defcribe the character and actions of 
that formidable Barbarian; who alternately in- 
fulted and invaded the Eaft and the Weft, and 
urged the rapid downfal of the Roman empire. 
Their efta- ^^ ^^^ ^*^^ ^^ emigration , which impetuously 
bUshment roUed from the confines of C^hina to thofe of 
Hungary" Germany , the moft powerful and populous tribes 
may commonly be found on the verge of the 
Roman provinces. The accumulated weight was 
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fuftained for a while by artificial barriers; and char 
the eafy condcfcenfion , of the emperors invited j Jtxxiy. 
without fatisfying, the infpknt dexnartds of Ah4 
Barbarians , who ,had;. acquired an: eager* appetite 
for the luxuries of civilifed life* The Hungariansi 
who ambitiously infert the' name of Attila among 
their native kings j' may affirm with truth, that 
the hords, which were fubject to his uncle Roas, 
or Rugilas, had formed their encampmeiKii.withia 
the limits of modern Hungary ' , f Jn; a fertile 
country, which liberally fupplied the wants of a 
nation of hunters and shepherds. In this advanta- 
geous fituation, Rugilas, and his valiant brothers, 
who continually added to their power and repur 
tation , comKnanded the alternative of peace' or 
war with the two empires. His alliance with the 
Romans, of the Weft was cemented by his perfonal 
friendship for the great ffitius; who was always 
fccure of finding-, in the Barbarian camp, a 
hofpi table reception, , and a powerful fupport. At 
his folicitation , and in the name of John the 
ufurper, fixty thoufand Huns advanced to the 
confines of Italy; their march and their retreat 
were alike expenfive to the ftate; and the grateful 
policy of Estius abandoned the poffeffion of Pan- 
nonia to his faithful confederates. The Romans 
of the Eaft were not lefs apprehenfive of the 
arms of Rugilas , which threatened the provinces, 
or even the capital. Some ecclefiaftical hiltorians^ 
have deftroyed the Barbarians with lightning 
and pcftilence ' ; but Theodofius was reduced 
to the more humble expedient of (lipulating an 
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efikP: annual payment of three hundred and fifty pounds 
xxxiv:. pf vgold , and of difguifmg this dishonourable tri* 
bute by ithe: title of general, which the king of 
^he ^un^ condefcende^ to i accept. The public 
tranquijIJit^Jr- was frii^uently.- interrupted by the 
fierce impatfedce of' the* Barbarians , and the per- 
fidious intrigues of the Byziantine court. Four 
dependent .nations , among whom we may diftin- 
guish ttet Ba;varians^ dif^aimed the fovereignty 
of the '.Huhsi 'and their* revolt was encouraged 
and protectee! b^ a Roman alliance; till the jufl: 
claims, and formidable power, ofRugilas, wjere 
effectually urged by the voice of Eslaw bis 
ambaffador. Peace was the unanimous ' wish of 
the fenate: their decree was ratified by the em« 
peror;. and two ambaffadors were named, Plin- 
thas , a general of Scythian extraction , but of 
confular rank; and the quseftor Epigenes, a wife 
and experienced ftatelinany who was recom- 
mended to that office by his ambitious col- 
league. 
Reign of The death of Rugilas fufpended the progr^fs of 
^a"*d ^^^ treaty. His two nephews, Attila and Bleda^ 
433 — 45 J. who fucceeded to the throne of their uncle, con- 
fented to a perfonal interview with the ambafla- 
dors of Conftantinople ; but as they proudly re* 
fufed to difmount, the bufinefs was tranfacted on 
horfeback, in a fpacious plain near the city of 
Margus, in the Upper Msefia. The kings of the 
Huns afTumed the folid benefits, as well as the 
vain honours , of the negociation. They dictated 
the conditions of peace, and each condition was 

an 
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an infult on the majefty* of the empire. Befides h a p; 
the freedom oA a fafe and plentiful market on the xxxiy. 
banks of the Danube , they required that the 
annual contribution should be augmented from 
three hitodred and fifty , to feven hundred , pounds 
of gold ; that a fine , or ranfom , of eight pieces 
of gold , should be paid for every Roman captive, 
who had efcaped from his Barbarian mailer ; that 
the emperor should renounce all treaties and 
engagements with the enemies of the Huns ; and 
that all the fugitives, who had taken refuge in 
the court, or provinces, of Theodofius, should 
be delivered to the juftice of their offended fover* 
eign. This juftice was rigorously inflicted on fome 
unfortunate youths of a royal race. They were 
crucified on the territories of the ecnpire , by the * 
command of Attila : and , as foon as the king 
of the Huns had impreffed the Romans with the 
terror of his name , he indulged them in a short 
and arbitrary refpite , whilft he fubdued the 
rel^ellious or independent nations of Scy thia and 
Germany *. . 

Attila, the fon of Mundzuk, deduced his no- Hi$ figurt 
ble, perhaps his regal , defcent * from the ancient 
Huns y who had formerly contended with the 
monarchs of China. His features, according to 
the obfervation of a Gothic hiftorian , bore the 
ftamp of his national origin ; and the portrait of 
Attila exhibits the genuine deformity of a mo- 
dern Calmuck *; a large head, a fwarthy com* 
plexion , fmall deep-feated zyts , a flat nofe, a few 
]»airs in the place of a. beard, broad shoulders, 
Vol. VI. G 
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4: HA p. and a short fquare body, of nervous ftrength , 
XXXIV. though of a difproportioned forny! The haughty 
ftep and demeanor of the king of the Huns cx- 
prcffed the confcioufnefs of his fuperiority above 
the red of mankind; and he had a cuftonti of 
fiercely rolling his eyes y as if he wished to enjoy 
the terror which he infpired. Yet this favage 
hero was not inacceffible to pity : his fappUant 
enemies might confide in the afTurance of peace 
or pardon ; and Attila was confidered by his fub- 
jects as a juf): and indulgent mafter. He deh'ght* 
ed in war ; but , after he had afcended the throne 
in a mature age , his head / rather than his 
hand, atchieved the conqueft of the North; and 
the fame of an adventuirous foldier was ufefuUy 
exchanged for that of a prudent and fuccefsful 
general. The eflfects of perfonal valour are fo 
inconfiderable , except in poetry or rovftance , that 
victory, ;even among Barbadians, milfl depend 
on the degree of skill , with which the paflSons 
of the multitude are combined and guided for 
the fervice of a fingle man. The Scythian con» 
querors, Attila and Zingis, furpafled their rude 
countrymen in art, rather than in courage; and 
it may be obferved , that the monarchies , both 
of the Huns, and of the ' Moguls , were erected 
by their founders on the bafis of popular fuperffi- 
tion. The miraculous conception, which fraud 
and credulity afcribed to the virgin-mother of 
Zingis ', raifed him above the level of human 
nature ; and the naked prophet , who , in the 
name of tlie Deity , inycfted him with the empire 
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of the earth , pointed the valour of the Moguls c ft a p. 
with irrefiftible enthufiafm '. The religious arts ^^^^^' 
of Attila were not Icfs skilfully adapted to the 
character of his age arid country. It was natural 
enough, that the Scythians should adore, with 
peculiar devotion , the god of war ; but as they 
were incapaWe of forming either an abftract idea^ 
or a corporeal rcprefentation , they worshipped 
their tutelar deity under the fymbol of an iron 
einneter '. One of the shepherds of the Huns he difco- 
percei ved , that a heifer , who was grazing , had ^^'* '^® 
wounded herfelf in the foot , and curiously fol- j^s, 
lowed the track of the blood , till he difcovered , 
among the long grafs , the point of an ancient 
fword; which he dug out of the ground, and 
prefented to Attila. That magnanimous , or rathet 
that artful, prince accepted , with pious grati* 
tude, this celeftial favour; and, as the rightful 
poffeffor of the fword of Mars , afferted, his divine 
and indefeafible claim to the dominion of th6 
earth *. If the rites of Scythia Were practifed on 
this folcmn occafion , a lofty altar , or rather pile 
of faggots, three hundred yards in length and in 
breadth, was faifed in a' fpacious plain; and the 
fword of Mars was placed erect on the fummit 
of this ruftic altar, which was annually confer 
crated by the blood of sheep , horfes , and of thi 
hundredth captive '*. Whether human facrificei 
formed any part of the Worshfp of Attila, or 
whether he propitiated the god of War with the 
victims which he continually offered in the field 
pf battle , the fev6uritc of Mars foon acquired a 
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facred character , which rendered his conquefUi 
more cafy, and more permanent; and the Bar- 
barian princes confeffed , in the language of de- 
votion or flattery , that they could not prefume 
to gaze, with a fteady eye, on the divine majefty 
of the king of the Huns ". His brother Bleda, 
who reigned over a confiderable pact of the na- 
tion, was compelled to refign his fccptre, and his 
life. Yet even this cruel act was attributed to a 
fupernatural impulfe ; and the vigour with which 
Attila wielded the fwqrd of Mars, convinced the 
world, that it had been referved alone for his in- 
vincible arm ". But the ex|ent of his empire 
affords the only remaining evidence of the num- 
ber , and importance , of his victories ; and the 
Scythian monarch , however ignorant x)f the value 
of fcience and philofophy , might , perhaps , la^ 
ment , that his illiterate fubjects were deftitute of 
the art which could perpetuate the memory of I his 
exploits. 

If a line of feparation were drawn between the 
civilized and the favage climates of the globe; 
between the inhabitants of cities , who cultivated 
the earth , and the fauBters and shepherds , who 
dwelt in tents, Attila might afpire to the title of 
fupreme and fole monarch of the Barbarians'*. 
He alone , among the conquerors of ancient and 
modern times , united the two mighty kingdoms 
of Germany and* Scythia ; and thofe vague ap- 
pellations , when they are applied to his reign, 
may be underftood with an ample latitude. Thu- 
ringia, which ftretched beyond its actual limits 
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as far as the Danube, was in the number of his c h A p« 
provinces: he interpofed, with the weight of a ^'^^'^ 
powerful neighbour , in the domeftic affairs of 
the Franks \ and one of his lieutenants chaftifed , 
and almoH; exterminated , the Burgundinns of the 
Rhine. He JTubdued the islands of the ocean, the 
kingdoms of Scandinavia , encompafled and di.- 
vided by the waters of the Baltic i and the Hund 
might derive a tribute of furs from that northern 
region , which has been protected from all other 
conquerors by the feverity of the climate , and the 
courage of the n,atives. Towards the Eaft, it is 
difficult to circumfcribe the dominion of Attila 
over the Scythian deferts; yet we may be affur- 
ed, that he reigned on the banks of the Volga; 
that the king of the Huns was dreaded , not 
only as a warriour, but as a magician '*; that he 
infulted and vanquished the Khan of the formi- 
dable Geougen ; and that he fent ambaffadors to 
negociate an equal alliance with the empire, of 
China. In the proud review of the nations who 
acknowledged the fovereignty of Attila , and 
who never entertained , during his lifetime , the 
thought of a revolt, the Gepidse and the Oftro- 
goths were diftinguished by their numbers , their 
bravery, and the perfonal merit of their chiefs. 
The renowned Ardaric, king of the Gepidoe, was 
the faithful and fagacious counfellor of the mo- 
narch ; who efteemed his intrepid genius , whilft 
he loved the mild and difcreet virtues of the no* 
ble Walamir , king of, the Oftrogoths. The 
crowd of vulgar kings , the leaders of fo many 
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martial tribes , who ferved under the ftandard of 
Attila , were ranged in the fubmiffive order of 
guards and domeftics , round the perfon of their 
mailer. They watched his nod; they trembled' 
at his frcAvn ; and , at the firft fignal of his will , 
they executed , without murmur or hefitation , 
fcis ftern and abfolute commands. In time of 
peace , the dependent princes , with their national 
troops, attended the royal camp in regular fuc- 
ceffion ; but when Attila collected his military 
force, he was able to bring into the field an army 
of five , or , according to another account , of 
feven hundred thoufand Barbarians '^ 

The apobaffadors of the Huns might awaken 
the attention of Theodofius , by reminding him, 
that they were his neighbours both in Europe and 
Afia ; fince they touched the Danube on one 
hand, and reached, with the other, as far as the 
Tanais. In the reign of his father Arcadius , a 
band of adventurous Huns had ravaged the pro- 
vinces of the Eaft; from whence they brought 
away rich fpoils and innumerable captives ^*. 
They advanced, by a fecret path , along the shores 
of the Cafpian fea; traverfed the fnowy moun- 
tains of Armenia; pafled the Tigris, the Euphra- 
tes , and the Halys ; recruited their weary cavalry 
with the generous breed of Cappadocian horfes; 
occupied the hilly country of Cilicia , and dif« 
turbed the feftal fongs, and dances j of the citizens 
of Antioch. Egypt trembled at their approach ; and 
the monks and pilgrims of the Holy Land pre- 
pared to efcape their fury by a fpeedy embarkatiom 
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The memory of this invafion was ftill recent chap* 
in the minds of the Orientals. The fubjects of ^^"^^* 
Attila might execute, with fuperior forces, the 
defign which thefe adventurers had fo boldly- 
attempted ; and it foon became the fubject of 
anxious conjecture , whether th« temped, would 
fall on the dominions of Rome , or of Perfia* 
Some of the great vaffals of the king of the Huns, 
who were themfelves in the rank of powerful 
princes , had been fent to* ratify an alliance and 
fodety o\ arms with the emperor , or rather with 
the general , of the Weft. They related , during 
their refidencc at Rome , the circumftances of an 
expedition, which they had lately made into the 
Eaft. After palling a defert and a morafs , fup« 
pofed by the Romans to be the lake Moeotis, 
they penetrated through the mountains, and ar- 
rived , at the end of fifteen days march , on the 
confines of Media ; where they advanced as far as 
the unknown cities of Bafic and Curfic. They 
encountered the Perfian army in the plains of 
Media; and "the air, according to their own ex- 
preffion , was darkened by a cloud of arrows. But 
the Huns were obliged to retire , before the num- 
bers of the enemy. Their laborious retreat was 
effected by a different road ; they loft the great- 
eft part of their booty ; and at length returned 
to the royal camp, with fome knowledge of the* 
country , arid an impatient defire of revenge. 
In the free converfation of the Imperial ambaf- 
fadors, who difcuffed, at the court of Attila , the 
character and defigns of their formidable enemy, 
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the minifters of Conflantinople exprelTed their 
hope , that his ftrength might be diverted and 
employed in a long and doubtful conteft with the 
princes of the houfe of Saffan. The more faga- 
cious Italians admonished their Eaftern brethren 
of the folly and. danger of fuch a hope ; and 
convinced them , that the Medes and Perfians 
were incapable of refifting the arms of the Huns ; 
and , that the eafy and important acquifition would 
exalt the pride , as well as power , of the con- 
queror. Inftead of contenting himfelf with a 
moderate contribution, and a military title, which 
equalled him only to the generals of Theodofius , 
Attila would proceed to impofe a difgraceful and 
intolerable yoke on the necks of the proftrate and 
captive Romans , who would then be encompafTed, 
on all fides , by the empire of the Huns ". 

While the powers of Europe and Afia were 
folicitous to avert the impending danger , the 
alliance of Attila maintained the Vandals in the 
poffeffion of Africa. An enterprife had been 
concerted between the courts of Ravenna and 
Conftantinople , for the recovery of that valuable 
province; and the ports of Sicily were already 
filled with the military and naval forces of Theo- 
dofiu?. But the fubtle Genferic , who fpread his 
negociations round the world , prevented their 
defigns , by exciting the king of the Huns to 
invade the Eaftern empire ; and a trifling inci- 
dent foon became the motive , or pretence , of 
a deftructive war '*. Under the faith of the 
treaty of Margus, a free maiket was held on the 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 41 

northern fide of the Danube , -which was protected c h a f. 
by a Roman fortrcfs , furnamed Conftanda. A 
troop of Barbarians violated the commercial fe- 
curity : killed , or difpcrfed , the unfufpecting 
traders; and levelled the fortrefs with the ground. 
The Huns juftified this outrage as an act of re* 
prifal; alleged, that the bishop of Margus had 
entered their territories, to difcover and Ileal a 
fecret treafure of their kings ; and fternly demanded 
the guilty prelate , the facrilegious fpoil , and the 
fugitive fubjects , who had efcaped from the juftice 
of Attila. The refufal of the Byzantine court was 
the fignal * of war ; and the Maefians at firft 
applauded the generous firmnefs of their fovereign. ^ 
But they were foon intimidated by the deftruction 
of Viminiacum and the adjacent towns ; and the 
people was perfuaded to adopt the convenient 
maxim , that a private citizen , however innocent 
or refpectable , may be juftly facrificed to the 
fafety of his country. The bishop of Margus, 
who did not poffefs the fpirit of a martyr , refolved 
to prevent the defigns which he fufpected. He 
boldly treated with the princes of the Huns ; 
fecured, by folemn oaths, his pardon and reward; 
polled a numerous detachment of Barbarians , in 
filent ambush , on the banks of the Danube ; and, 
at the appointed hour , opened , with his own 
hand , the gates of his epifcopal city. This 
advantage , which had been obtained by treachery , 
ferved as a prelude to more honourable and decifive 
victories. The Illyrian frontier was covered by 
a line of caftlcs and fortreffes ; and though the 
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CHAP, greateft part of them confided only of a fingle 
xxxiv. tower, withaitnallgamfon, they were commonly 
fufficienc to repel , or to intercept , the inroads of 
an enetty , who was ignorant of the art , land 
impatient of the delay , of a regular fiege. But 
thefe slight obftacles were inftantly fwept away 
by the inundation of the Huns ". They deftroyed , 
with fire and fword , the populous cities of Sirmium 
and Singidunum , of Ratiaria and Marcianapolis , 
pf Naiffus and Sardica; where every circumftance , 
in the difcipline of the people , and the conftruction 
of the buildings , had been gradually adapted to 
«nd tu the fole purpofe of defence. The whole breadth 
rope as &r ^^ Europc , as it cxtcuds above five hundred 
as Con- miles from the Euxine to the Hadriatic, was at 
ftinUnopie. ^j^^^ invaded, and occupied, and defolated , by 
the myriads of Barbarians whom Attila led into 
the field. The public danger and diftrefs could 
not , however , provoke Theodofius to interrupt 
his amufements and devotion , or to appear in 
perfon at the head of the Roman legions. But 
the troops , which had been fent againftGenferic, 
were haftily recalled from Sicily; the garrifons, 
on the fide of Perfia , were exhaufted ; and a 
military force was collected in Europe , formid- 
able by their arms and numbers , if the generals 
had underftood the fcience of command , and 
their foldiers the duty of obedience. The armies 
of the Eaftern empire were vanquished in three 
fucceffive engagements , and the progrefs of 
Attila may be traced by the fields of battle. 
The two former, on the banks of the Utus, and - 
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under the walls of Marcianapolis » were fought c B A p. 
in the extcnfivc plains between the Danube and xxxiv. 
Mount H^mus. As the Rcynaans were prefTed ^ 
by a victorious enenoy , they gradually, and un- 
sjcilfully , retired towards the Cherfonefus of 
Thrace; and that narrow peninfula , the laft ex- 
tremity of the land, was ndarked by their third, 
and irreparable , defeat. By the deftruction of 
this army , Attila acquired the indifputable pof^ 
feffion of the field. From the HelleXpont to 
Thermopylae , and the fuburbs of Gonftantinople , 
he ravaged , without refiftance , and without 
tnercy , the provinces of Thrace and Macedonia. 
Heraclea and Hadrianople might , perhaps , es- 
cape this dreadful irruption of the Huns ; but 
the words, the moft exprcffive of total extirpa- 
tion and erafure , are applied to the calamities 
which they inflicted on feventy cities of the Eaftern 
empire *\ Theodofms , his court , and the unwar- 
like people , were protected by the walls of Con- 
(lantinople; but thofe walls had been shaken by a 
recent earthquake , and the 'fall of fifty . eight 
towers had opened a large and tremendous breach. 
The damage indeed was fpeedily repaired ; but 
this accident was aggravated by a fuperftitious 
fear, that Heaven itfelf had delivered the Impe- 
rial city to the shepherds of Scy thia , who were 
ftrangers to the laws , the language , and the reli- 
gion , of the Romans *'. 

In all their invaiions of the civilised empires The sey- 
ef the South, the Scythian shepherds have been thian, or 
uniformly actuated by a favage and deftruetivc ^ats. ' 
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cf H A p. fpirit. The laws of war , that f eftrain the cxcr- 
XXXIV. qifg Qf national rapine and murder, are founded oa 
two principles of fubftantial intereft:^ the know- 
ledge of the permanent benefits which may be 
obtained by a moderate ufe of conqueft; andajufl; 
apprehenfion , left the defolation which we inflict 
on the enemy's country , may be retaliated on our 
own. But thefe confiderations of hope and fear 
are almoft unknown in the paftoral ftate of nations. 
The Huns of Attila may , without injuftice , be 
compared to the Moguls and Tartars , before their 
primitive manners were changed by reh'gion and 
luxury ; and the evidence of Oriental hiftory may 
reflect fome light on the short and imperfect annals 
of -Rome. After the Moguls had fubdoed the 
northern provinces of China , it was feriously 
propofcd , not in the hour of victory and paffion , 
]but in calm deliberate council , to exterminate all 
the inhabitants of that populous ' country , that 
the vacant land might be converted to the pafture 
of cattle. The jfirmnefs of a Chinefe mandarin **, 
who infinuated fome principles of rational policy 
into the mind of Zingis^ diverted him from the 
execution of this horrid defign. Bjut in the cities 
of Afia , which yielded to the Moguls , the 
inhuman abufe of the rights of war was exercifed 
with a regular form of difcipline , which .may, 
with equal reafon, though not with equal authority, 
be imputed to the victorious Huns. The inhabitants, 
who had -fubmitted to their difcretion , were 
ordered to evacuate their houfes , and to aflemble 
ia fome plain adjacent to the city ; where a 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 45 

divifion was made of the vanquished into three chap; 
parts. The firft clafs confided of the foldiers of J^xxiv- 
the garrifon , and of the young men capable of 
bearing arms; and their fate was inftantly decided: 
they were either inlifted among the Moguls , or 
they were maflacred on the fpot by the troops , 
who , with pointed fpears and bended bows , had 
formed a circle round the captive multitude. Tlie 
fecond clafs , compofed of the young and beautiful 
women , of the artificers of every rank and profef- 
lion ,* and of the more wealthy or honourable 
citizens, from whom a private ranfom might be 
expected , was diftributed in equal or proportion* 
able lots. The remainder , whofe life or death 
was alike ufelefs to the conquerors , were per- • 

mitted to return to the city; which, in the mean 
while, had been ftripped of its valuable furniture ; 
and a tax was impofed on thofe wretched inha- 
bitants for the indulgence of breathing their na- 
tive air. Such was the behaviour of the Moguls , 
when they were not confciousof^ny extraordinary 
rigour *'* But the moft cafual provocation , the 
slighteft motive, of caprice or convenience, oft- 
en provoked them to involve a whole people in 
an indifcriminate maflacre : and the ruin of fome 
flourishing cities was executed with fuch unrelent- 
ing perfeverance , that, according to their own 
expreilion, horfes might run, without ftumbling, 
over the ground where they had once ftood. 
The three great capitals of Khorafari , Maru , 
Neifabour , and Herat , were deftroyed by the 
armies of Zingis; and the exact account, which 



ifi THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, '^as taken of the slain, amounted to four rhillion$ 
XXXIV* ^},|.gg hundred and forty- feven thoufand perfons **. .> 
Timur, or Tamerlane, was educated in a lefs 
barbarous age ; and in the profeflGon of the Ma- 
hometan religion: yet, if Attila equalled the 
hoflile ravages of Tamerlane ** , either the Tartar 
or the Huri might defcrve the epithet of the 
Scourge of God **. 
State of the It itiay be affirmed , with bolder affuranct , that 
captives, ^j^^ Huns depopulated the provinces of the em- 
pire, by tiie number of Roman fubjects wh'oixt 
they led away into captivity. In the hands of a 
wife legislator, fuch an induftrious colony might 
have contributed to diflFufc, through the dfcferts 
• of Scythia , the rudiments of the ufeful and or- 
namental arts ; but thefe captives , whb had been 
taken in war , were accidentally difperfed among 
the hords, that obeyed the empire, of Attila, 
The eftimate of their fefpective value was form- 
ed by the fimple Judgment of unenlightened , 
and unprejudiced*. Barbarians. Perhaps they 
' might not underftand the merit of a theologian , 
profoundly skilled in the controverfies of the 
Trinity and the Incarnation: yet they refpeeted . 
the minifters of every religion ; and the a;ctive 
zeal of the Chriftian miffionaries , without ap- 
proaching the perfon , or the palace , of the mo- 
narch , fuccefsfully laboured in the propagation 
of the gofpel *'. The paftoral tribes , who were 
ignorant of the diftinction of landed property, 
muft have difregarded the ufe, as well as the 
abufe 9 of civil jurifprudence ; and the skill of 
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an eloquent lawyer could excite oi^Iy tk^ir con* t ti A ^. 
tempt , or their abhorrence **. The perpetual ^cxxiv. 
intercourfe of the Hund and the Goths had com- 
municated the familiar knowledge of the two 
national dialects; and the Barbarians were ambi- 
tious of con verfing in Latin , the tmlitary idiom ^ 
even of the Eaftern enipire *^ • But they difdain* 
ed the language , and the fcknces , of the Greeks ; 
and the vain fophifl , or grave philofopher , who 
had enjoyed the flattering applaufe of the fchools, 
was mortified to find , that his robuft Servant wa« 
a captive of more value and importance than 
himfelf. The mechanic arts were encouraged and 
efteemed, as they tended to fatisfy the wants of 
the Huns. An architect, in the fetvi^e of One- 
gefius , one of the favourites of Atttla , was em^* 
ployed to conftruct a bath ; but this work was 11 
rare example of private luxury ; and the tradesi^ ' 
of the fmith , the carpenter, the armouter, were , 
much more adapted to fupply a wandering people 
with the ufeful inftruments of peace and waf. 
But the merit 6f the phyfician was received with 
univerfal favour and refpect ; the Bacbarians , 
who defpifed death, might be apprehendve of 
difeafe ; arkl the haughty conqueror treioj^ted in 
the prefence of a Captive , to whom he afcribed , 
perhaps, an imaginary pQWer , of proloftjging , oc 
preferving his life ^*. The Huns might be prd- 
Vokcd to infult the mifery of their slaves , Over 
whom they exercifed 9 defpotic command *' ; 
but their manners were not ftifcepdble of a refin- 
ed fyftem of oppreflii^n ; aisdthe effofUofcour^gfe 
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CHAP, and diligence were often recompenfed by the gift 
^^^^^^* of freedom. The hiftorian Prifcus, whole embafly 
is a fource of curious inftruction , was accofted , 
in the camp of Attila, by a ftranger, whofaluted 
him in the Greek language , but whofe drefs and 
figure difplayed the appearance of a wealthy 
Scythian. In the fiege of Viminiacum , he had 
loft , according to his own account , his fortune 
and liberty , he became the slave of Onogefius , 
but his faithful fervices , againft the Romans and 
the Acatzires, had gradually raifed him to the 
rank of the native Huns ; to whom he was attached 
by the domeftic pledges of a new wife and feveral 
children. The fpoils of war had reftored and 
improved his private property ; he was admitted to 
the table of his fornier lord; and the apoftate Greek 
♦bleffed the hour of his captivity, fmce it has been 
the introduction to an happy and independent ftate ; 
which he held by the honourable tenure of military 
fervice. This reflection naturally produced a difpute 
on the advantages , and defects , of the Roman 
government, which was feverely arraigned by the 
apoftate , and defended by Prifcus in a prolix and 
feeble declamation. The freedman of Onogefius 
expoffd , in true and lively colours, the vices of a 
declining empire , of which he had fo long been 
the victim; the cruel abfurdity of the Roman 
princes , unable to protect their fubjects againft 
the public enemy , unwilling to truft them with 
arms for their own defence ; the intolerable 
weight of taxes , rendered ftill more oppreffive by 
the intricate or arbitrary modes gf collection ; 

the 
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,the obfcurity of numerous and contradictory laws; 
the tedious and expenfive forms of judicial pro-»^ 
cecdings; the partial adminiftration of juftice;^ 
and the univerfal corruption, which incrcafed the 
influence of the rich , and aggravated the mif- 
ibrtunes of the poor. A fentiment of patriotic 
fympathy was at length revived in the breaft of 
the fortunate exile ; and he lamented, with a flood 
of ttears , the guilt or weaknefe of thofe magif- 
trates, who had perverted the wifeft ancf moft 
falutary inftitutions '*. 

The timid , or felfish , policv of the weftern treaty of 
Romans had abandoned the Eauern empire to the peace be* 
Huns''. The lofs of armies, and the want of ^;^««»^At-. 
difcipline , or virtue , were not fupplied by the Eattcr"n 
perfonal character of the monarch* Theodofius 
might flill affect the ftyle , as well as the title , of 
Invincible Augujius ; but he was reduced to folicit 
the clemency of Attila, who imperiously dictated 
thefe harsh and humiliating conditions of peace* 
1. The emperor of the Eaft refigried , by an ex- 
prefs or tacit convention, an extenfive and im* 
portant territory , which ftretchcd along the 
fouthern banks of the Danube , from Singidunum 
or Belgrade, as far as .Novae, in the diocefe of 
Thrace. The breadth was defined by the vague 
computation of fifteen days journey ; but , from 
the. propofal of Attila, to remove the fituation of 
the national market , it foon appeared , that he 
comprehended the ruined city of NaifTus within 
the limits of his dominions. II. The king of the 
Huns required and obtained , that his tribute or 
Vol. VI. t> 
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CHAP., fubfidy should be augmented from fcven hundred 
XXXIV. pounds of gold to the annual fum of two thou- 
fand one hundred ; and he flipulated the imme- 
diate payment of fix thoufand pounds of gold to 
defray the expences, or to expiate the guilt, of 
the war. One might imagine , that fuch a de- 
• mand , which fcarcely equalled the meafure of 
private wealth , would have been readily difcharg- 
ed by. the opulent empire of the Eaft ; and the 
' public diftrefs affords a remarkable proof of the 

impoverished , or at leaft of the diforderly , ftate 
of the finances. A large proportrion of the taxes, 
extorted from the people, was detained and in- 
tercepted in their paffage , through the fouleft 
channels, to the treafury of Conftantinople. The 
revenue was diflipated by Theodofius , and his 
favourites, in wafteful and profufe luxury; which 
was difguifed by the names of Imperial magni- 
ficence , or Chriflian charity. The immediate 
fupplies had been exhaufted by the. unforefcen 
neceflity of military preparations. A perfonal con- 
tribution , rigorously , but capriciously , impof- 
cd on the members of the fenatorian order , was 
the only expedient that could difarra , without 
lofs of time , the impatient avarice of Attilaf : 
and the poverty of ^the nobles compelled them 
to adopt the fcandalous refource of expofing to 
public auction the jewels of their wives, and the. 
hereditary ornaments of their palaces **. HI. The 
king of the Huns appears to have eftablished 
as a principle of national jurifprudcnce , that 
he could never lofe the property , which he had 
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once acquired, in the perfons, who had yield- chap. 
ed cither a voluntary , or reluctant , fubmif- ^^cxiv, 
fion to his authority. From this principle he 
concluded, and the conclufions of Attila were 
irrevocable laws , that the Hyns , who had been 
taken prifoners in war , should be releafed with- 
out delay , and without ranfom ; that every Ro- 
man captive , who had prefumed to efcape , should • 
purchafe his right to freedom at the price of 
twelve pieces of gold; and that all the Barba- 
rians, who had deferted the ftandard of Attila, 
should be reftored , without any promife , or fti- 
pulation , of pardon. In the execution of this 
cruel and ignominious treaty, the Imperial ofii* 
cers were forced to maflacre feveral loyal and 
noble deferters, whorefufed to devote them felves 
to certain death ; and the Romans forfeited all 
reafonable claims to the friendship of any Scy« 
thian people , by this public confeilion , that they 
were deftitute either of faith , or power , to protect 
the fuppliants , who had embraced the throne of 
Theodofius". 

The firmnefs of a fingle town , fo obfcure , Spirit of 
that , except on thi^; occafion , it has never been 
mentioned by any hiftorian or geographer, ex- 
pofed the difgrace of the emperor and empire* 
Azimus , or Azimuntium , a fmall city of Thrace 
on the Illyrian borders '* , had been diftinguished 
by the martial fpirit of its youth, the skill and 
reputation of the leaders whom they had chofen, 
and their daring exploits againfl; the innumerable 
hoft of the Barbarians. luftead of tamely c» 
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en XV. peering their Approach , the Azimuntines attack- 
xxxiV. ed , in frequent and fuccefsful Tallies , the troops 
of the Huns , who gradually declined the danger- 
ous neighbourhood ; refcued from their hands the 
f^oil and the captives, and recruited their domef- 
tic force by the voluntary affociation of fugitives 
and deferters. After the conclufion of the treaty, 
Attila ftill menaced the empire with implacable 
war , unlefs the Azimuntines were perfuaded , or 
compelled , to comply with the conditions which 
their fovereign had accepted. The minifters of 
Theodofius confcfTed with shame , and with truth, 
ths^t they no longer poffeffed any authority over a 
fociety of men , who fo bravely afferted their na- 
tural independence ; and the king of the Huns 
condefcended to ncgociate an equal exchange 
with the cirizens of Azimus. They demanded 
the reftitution of fbme shepherds , who, with their 
cattle , had been accidentally furprifed. A ftrict, 
though fruitlcfs inquiry, was allowed : but the 
Huns were obliged to fwear, that they did not 
detain any prifoners belonging to the city, before 
they could recover two furviving countrymen , 
whom the Azimuntines had referved as pledges 
for the fafety of their loft companions. Attila , 
on his fide , was fatisfied , and deceived , by their 
folemn affeveration , that the reft of the captives 
had been put to the fword ; and that it was their 
conftant practice , immediately to difmifs the 
Romans and the deferters, who had obtained the 
fecurity of the public faith. This prudent and 
officious diflimulatioa may be condemned , or 
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excured, by the cafuifts, as they Indine to the 
rigid decree of St. Auguftin , or to the milder 
fentiment of St. Jerom and St. Chryfoftom : but 
every foldier, every ftatefman , muft acknowledge, 
that, if the race of the Azimuntines had beea 
encouraged and multiplied , the Barbarians would 
have ceafed to trample on the majefly of the 
empire *^ ^ 

It would have been ftrange , indeed , if Theodo- Embafflc* 
fius had purchafed , 'by, the lofs of honour , a fe- [•J'a^^'" 
cure and folid tranquillity 3 or if his taaienefs had conftanti* 
not invited the repetition of injuries. The Byzan- "°^**- 
tine court was infulted by five or fix fuccefliv^ 
embaffies '* ; and the minifters of Attila were uni- 
form Jy inftructed to prefs the tardy or imperfect 
execution of the laft treaty ; to produce the names 
of fugitives and deferters , who were ftill protected 
by the empire ; and to declare, withfeeming mo- 
deration , that unlefs their fovereign obtained com,- 
plete and immediate fatisfaction , it would be im- 
ppifible for him, were it even his wish , to check 
the refentment of his warlike tribes. Befides 
the motives of pride and intereft , ;which might, 
prompt the king of the Huns to continue this 
train of negociation , he was influenced by the IcCs 
honourable view of enriching his favourites at the 
expellee of his enemies. The Imperial treafury 
was e>haufted , to procure the friendjy offices of 
the ambafladors, and their principal attendants » 
whofe favourable report might conduce to the main- 
tenance of peace. The Barbarian monarch was flat- 
tered by the liberal reception of his minifters ; he 

D 3 
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CHAP computed with plcafure the value and fplendour 
XXXIV. of their gifts, rigorously exacted the performance of 
every promife , which would contribute to their 
private emolument ; and treated as an important 
bufinefs of ftate , the marriage of his Secretary 
Conftantius*'. That Gallic adventurer, who was 
recommended by £tius to the king of the Huns, 
had engaged his fervice to»the minifters of Con- 
ftantinople , for thp ftipulated reward of a wealthy 
and noble wife; and the daughter of count Sa- 
turninus was chofen to difcharge the obligations 
of her country. The reluctance of the victim, 
fome domeftic troubles , and the ynjuft confif- 
cation of her fortune , cooled the ardour of her 
interefted lover; but he ftill demanded , in the 
name of Attila ,• an equivalent alliance; and, after 
ms/ny ambiguous delays and excufes , the Byzan- 
tine court was compelled to facrifice to this info- 
lent ftranger the widow of Armatius , whofe birth, 
opulence , and beauty , placed her in the moft 
illuftrious rank of the Roman matrons. ^ For 
thefe importunate and oppreffive embaffies , At- 
tila claimed a fuitable return : he weighed , with 
fufpicious pride , the character and ftation of the 
Imperial envoys ; but he condefcended to pro- 
mife, that he would advance as far as Sardica, to 
receive any minifters who had been invefted with 
the confular dignity. The council of Theodofius 
eluded this propofal, by reprefenting the defolate 
and ruined condition of Sardica ; and even ven- 
tured to infinuate, that every officer of the army 
or houfehold was qualified to treat with the moft 
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powerful princes of Scythia. Maximin**, are- chap; 
ipectable courtier , whofe abilities had been long xxxiv; 
exercifed in civil and military employments , ac . 
cepted with reluctance thetroublefome , and, per- 
haps , dangerous commilfion , of reconciling the 
angry fpirit of the king of the Huns. His friend, 
the hiftorian Prifcus ** , embraced the opportunity 
of obferving the Barbarian hero in the peaceful 
and domeftic fcenes of life : but the fecrct of th^ 
cmbafly, a fatal and guilty fecret, was entrufted 
only to the interpreter Vigilius. The two laft 
ambalTadors of the Huns , Oreftes , a noble fub- 
ject of the Pannonian province, and Edecon^ a 
valiant chieftain of the tribe of the Scyrri , re- 
turned at the f^me time from Conftantinople to 
the royal camp. Their obfcure names were after- 
wards illuftrated by the extraordinary fortune and 
tlie contraft of their fons : the two fervants of 
Attila became the fathers of the laft Roman em- 
peror of the Weft , and of the firft Barbarian king 
of Italy. 

The ambaffadors , who were followed by a nur The em- 
merous train of men and horfes , made their tirft halt baflv of 
at Sardica , at the diftance of three hundred and fifty 
miles , or thirteen days journey , from Conftanti- 
nople. As the remains of Sardica were ftill includ- 
ed within the limits of the empire, it was incum- 
bent on the Romans to exercife the duties of hof- 
pitality. They provided , with the afEftance of 
the provincials, a fufficient number of sheep and 
oxen ; and invited the Huns to a i^lendid , or at 
leaft, a plentiful, fupper. But the harmony of the^ 
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CHAP, entertainment wa9 foon difturbed by mutual pre- 
XXXIV. judice and indifcretion. The greatnefs of the empe- 
. ror and the empire was warmly maintained by their 
minifters; the Huns, with equal ardour, affertedthe 
fuperiority of th^ir victorious monarch : the difputc 
wa« inflamed by the rash and unfeafonable flattery of 
Vigilius , who paflionately rejected the compari- 
fon of a mere mortal with the divine Theodofius; 
and it wras with extreme difiiculcy that Maximin and 
Prifcus were able to divert the converfation, or to 
foothe the angry minds of the Barbarians. When 
they rofe from table , the Imperial ambaflador pre- 
fented Edecon and Oreftes with rich gifts of filk 
robes and Indian pearls , which they thankfully 
accepted. Yet Oreftes could not forbear infinuat- 
ing , that he had not always been treated with 
fuch refpect and liberality : and the ofFeiifive dif- 
tinction , which was implied , between his civil 
office and the hereditary rank of his colleague , 
feems to have made Edecon a doubtful friend , 
and Oreftes an irreconcileablc enemy. After this 
entertainment , they travelled about one hundred 
miles from Sardica to NaifTus. That flourishing city, 
which had given birth to the great Conftantine » 
was levelled, with the ground : the inhabit- 
ants were deftroyed , or difperfed ; and the ap.^ 
pearance of fome fick perfons, who were ftili per- 
mitted to exift among the ruins of the churches, 
ferved only to increafe the horror of the profpect. 
The furface of the country was covered with the 
bones of the slain ; and the ambafTadors , who 
directed their courfe to the north-weft , were 
obliged to pafs the hills of modern Servia, 
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before they dcfccnded into the flat and marshy chap. 
grounds, which arc terminated by the Danube, xxxiv. 
The Huns were mafters of the great river : their 
navigation was performed in large canoes, hol- 
lowed out of the trunk of a fingle tree ; the 
minifters of Theodofius were fafely landed on 
th^ oppoflte bank ; and their Barbarian afTociates 
immediately haftened to the camp of Attila, 
which was equally prepared for the amufements 
of hunting, or of war. No fooner had Maximin 
advanced about two miles from the Danube, than 
he began to experience the faftidious infolence 
of the conqueror. He was fternly forbid' to pitch* 
his tents in a pleafant valley , left he should 
infringe the diftant awe that was due to the royal 
manfion. The minifters of Attila prefTed him to. 
communicate the bufmefs , and the inftructions, 
which he referved for the ear of their fovereign. 
When Maximin temperately urged the contrary 
practice of nations , he was ftill more confoundfed 
to find , that the refolutions of the Sacred Con- 
fiftory, thofe fecrets (fays Prifcus) which should 
not be revealed to the gods themfelves , had been 
treacherously difclofed to the public enemy. On 
his refufal to comply with fuch ignominious terms, 
the Imperial envoy was commanded, inftantly to 
depart : the order was recalled ; it was again 
repeated; and the Huns renewed their ineffectual 
attempts to fubdue the patient firmnefs of Maxi- 
min. At length , by the interceflion of Scotta, 
the brother of Onegefius , whofe friendship had 
been purchafed by a liberal gift, he was admitted 
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c IT A p. to the royal prefence ; but , infliead of obtaining 
^x^^> a decifive anfwcr, he was compelled to under- 
take a remote journey towards the North, that 
^ Attila might enjoy the proud latisfaction of re- 
ceiving, in the fame camp, the ambaffadors of 
the Eaftern and Weftern empires. His journey 
was regulated by the guides, who obliged him 
to halt , to haften his march , or to deviate from 
the common road, as it bed fuited the convenience 
of the King. The Romans who traverfed the plains 
of Hungary, fuppofe that they paffed feveral navi- 
gable rivers » either in canoes or portable boats; 
but there is reafon to fufpect, that the winding 
ftream of the Teyfs, or Tibifcus, might prefent 
itfelf in different places, under different names. 
From the contiguous villages they received a plen- 
tiful and regular fupply of provifions; mead inftead 
of wine, millet in the place of bread, and a certain 
liquor named camus^ which, according to the report 
of Prifcus , was diftilled from barley **. Such fare 
might appear coarfe and indelicate to men who 
had tailed the luxury of Conflantinople : but, in 
their accidental diftrefs, they were relieved by the 
gentlqnefs and hofpitality of the fame Barbarians, 
fo terrible and fo mercilefs in war. The ambaffa- 
dors had encamped on the edge of a large morafs. 
A violent teropeft- of wind and rain , of thunder 
and lightning, overturned their tents, immerfed 
their baggage and furniture in the water, and 
fcattered their retinue, who wandered in the 
darknefs of the night, uncertain of their road, 
and apprehenfive of fome unknown danger , - till 
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they aww^akened by their cries the inhabitants of a 
neighbouring village , the property of the widow 
of Bleda. A brfght illumination, and, in a few 
xnoments, a comfortable fire of reeds^ was kindled 
by their officious benevolence : the wants , and 
even, the defires, of the Romans were liberally 
Jatisfied ; and they feem to have been cmbarraffed 
by the fingular politenefs of Bleda's . widow J 
who added to her other favours tlic gift, or at 
leafl: the loan, of a fufficient number of beautiful 
and obfequious damfels. The funshine of the fuc- 
ceeding day was dedicated to repofej to collect 
and dry the baggage, and to the refreshment of 
the men and horfes : but , in the evening , before 
they purfued their journey, the ambaffadors ex- 
preffed their gratitude to the bounteous lady of 
the village , by a. very acceptable prefent of 
filver cups, red fleeces, dried fruits, and Indian 
pepper. Soon after this adventure, they rejoined 
the march of Attila , from whom they had beea 
feparated about fix days; and slowly proceeded 
to the capital of an empire, which did not con- 
tain, in the fpace of feveral thoufand miles, a 
fingle city. 

As far as we may afcertain the vague and 
obfcure geography of Prifcus, this capital ap- 
pears to have b^enf feated between the Danube , 
the Teyfs , and the Carpathian hills , in the 
plains of Upper Hungary, and moft probably in 
the neighbourhood of Jazberin, Agria, or To- 
kay **. In its origin it could be no more than 
an accidental camp, which , by the long and 
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CHAP, frequent refidence of Attila, had infenfiWf fwel- 
xxxiv. jgj jjjj-Q ^ huge village , for the reception of.his 
court, of the troops who followed his perfon, 
and of the various multitude of idle or induf- 
trious slaves a,nd retainers **. The baths, con- 
ftructed by Onegefius , were the only edifice of 
ftone ; the materials had been tranfported from 
Pannon|a; and fince the adjacent country was 
deftrtute even of large timber , it -may be pre- 
fumed , that the meaner habitations of the royal 
village confided of ftraw , of mud , or of canvas. 
The wooden houfes of the more illuftrious Huns, 
were built and adorned with rude magnificence, 
according to the rank , the fortune , or the tafte 
of the proprietors. They feem to have been 
diftributed with fome degree of order and fym- 
metry; and each fpot became more honourable, 
as it approached the perfon of the fovereign. 
The palace of Attila, which furpaffed all other 
houfes in his dominions , was built entirely of 
wood , and covered an ample fpace of ground. 
The outward enclofure was a lofty Wall., or 
pallifade , of fmooth fquare timber , interfected 
with high towers , but intended rather for orna- 
ment than defence. This wall , which feems 
to have encircled the declivity of a hill , com- 
prehended a great variety of wooden edifices., 
adapted to the ufes of royalty. A feparatchoufe 
was affigned to each of the numerous wives 
of Attila; and, inftead of the rigid and illiberal 
confinement* impofed by Afiatic jealoufy, they 
politely adhditted the Roman ambaflkdors to their 
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pr^fencc, their table, and even to the freedom chap. 
of an innocent embrate. When Maximin oflfered xxxiv. 
his prefents to Cerca , the principal . queen , he 
admired the Angular architecture of her manfion, • 
the height of the round columns, the fize and 
beauty of the wood , which was curiously shaped 
or turned, or polished, or carved; and his 
ajttentive eye was able to difcover fome tafte 
in the ornaments, and fome regularity in the 
proportions. After paflGng through the guards 
who watched before the gate , the ambaffadors 
were introduced into the privatfc apartment of 
Cerca. The wife of Attila received their vifit 
fitting, or rather lying, on a foft couch; the 
floor was covered with a carpet; the domeftics 
formed a circle round the queen ; and her dara- 
fels, feated on the ground, were employed in 
working the variegated embroidery which adorn- . ' 
ed the drefs of the Barbaric warriours. The Huns 
were ambitious of difplaying thofe riches which 
were the fruit and evidence of their victories: 
the trappings of their horfes , their fwords , and 
even their shoes, were (ludded with gold and 
precious (tones; and their tables were profufely 
fpread with plates , and goblets , and vafes of 
gold and filver^ which had been fashioned by 
the labour of Grecian artifts. The monarch alone 
aflumed the fuperior pride of ftill adhering to 
the fimplicity of his Scythian anceftors ^^ The . 
drefs of Attila , his arms , and the furniture of 
his horfe , were plain , without ornament , and 
of a fingle colour. The royal table was ferved 



V 



63 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, in wooden cups and platters; flesh was his only 
XXXIV. fQQj. and the conqueror of the North never 

tafted the luxury of bread. 
The beha- When Attila firft gave audience to the Roman 
viour of ambaffadors on the banks of the Danube , his 
thrRoman *^^^^ ^^^ encompaffed with a formidable guard, 
ambaffa- The monarch himfelf was feated in a wooden 
***"• chair. His ftern countenance, angry geftures, and 

impatient tone , aftonished the firmnefs of Max- 
iminj but Vigilius had more reafon to tremble 
fince he diftinctly underftood the menace , that if 
Attila did not refpect the law of nations, he 
would nail the deceitful interpreter to a crofs, and 
leave his body to the vultures. The Barbarian 
condefcended , by producing an accurate lift, to 
expofe the bold falfehood of Vigilius , who had 
affirmed that no more than feventeen deferters 
could be found. But he arrogantly declared , that 
he apprehended only the difgrace of contending 
with his fugitive slaves; fince he defpifed their 
f impotent efforts to defend the provinces which 

Theodofius had entrufted to their arms : " For 
» what fortrefs " (added Attila), "what city, 
3> in the wide extent of the Roman empire , can 
» hope to exift, fecure and impregnable, if it is 
f» our pleafure that it should be 'crazed from the 
35 earth? " He difmiffed , however, the inter- 
preter, who returned to Conftantinople with his 
peremptory demand of more complete reftitution, 
and a more fplendid embafly. His anger gra- 
dually fubfided, and his domeftic fatisfaction , in 
a marriage which he eelebraced on the road ^Yith 
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the daughter of Eslam, might perhaps contribute chap; 
to mollify the native ficrcenefs of his temper, xxxiv. 
The entrance of Attila into the royal village, 
was marked by a very fingular ceremony. A 
numerous troop of women came out to meet their 
hero , and their king. They marched before him, 
diftributed into long and regular files : the inter- 
vals between the files were filled by white veils 
of thin linen , which the women on either fide 
^ bore aloft in their hands, and which formed a . 
canopy for a chorus of young virgins , who 
chanted hymns and fongs in the Scythian lan- 
guage. The wife of his favourite Onegefius, with 
a train of female attendants, faluted' Attila at 
the door of her own houfe , on his way to the 
palace; and offered, according to the cuflom of 
the country, her refpectful homage, by intreating 
him to tafte the wine and meat, which she Jiad 
prepared for his reception. As foon as the mo- 
narch had graciously accepted her hofpitable gift, 
his domeftics lifted a fmall filver table to a con- 
venient height , as he fat on horfeback ; and 
Attila, when he had touched the goblet with 
his lips , again faluted the wife of Onegefius, and 
continued his march. During his refidence at the 
feat of empire , his hours were not wafted in the 
reclufe idlenefs of a feraglio ; and the king of the 
Huns could maintain his fuperior dignity, without 
concealing his perfon from the' public view. Jle 
frequently afTembled his council, and gave au- 
dience to the ambafiadors of the nations ; land 
his people might appeal to the fupreme tribunal ^ 
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CHAP, which he held at ftated times , and , according 
XXXIV. ^Q ^[^^ eaftern cuftom , before the principal gate 
of his wooden palace. The Romans , both of 
the Eaft and of the Weft, were twice invited to 
the banquets , where Attila feafted with the 
The royal princes'and nobles of Scythia. Maximin and his 
feaft. colleagues were flopped on the threshold, till 

they had made a devout libation to the health 
and profperity of the king of the Huns; and 
were conducted, after this ceremony, to their 
• refpective feats in a fpacious hall. The royal table 
and couch, covered with carpets and fine linen, 
was raifed by feveral fteps in the midft of the 
hall; and a fon, an uncle, .or perhaps a favourite 
king , were admitted to share the fimplc and 
homely repaft of Attila. Two lines of fraall tables, 
each of which contained three or four guefts, 
were ranged in order on either hand; the right 
was* efteemed the moft honourable , but the 
Romans ingenuously confefs , that they were 
placed on the left; and that Beric, an unknown 
chieftain , moft probably of the Gothic race, 
preceded the reprefentatives of Theodofius and 
Valentinian. The Barbarian monarch received from 
his cup-bearer a goblet filled with wine, and 
courteously drank to the health of the moft 
diftinguished gucft; who rofe from his feat, and 
cxpreffed , in the fame manner , his loyal and 
refpectful vows. This ceremony was fucceflively 
performed for all, or at leaft for the illuftribus 
perfons of the affembly ; and a confiderabJe time 
muft have been confumed, fmce it was thrice 

repeated , 
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repeated , as each courfe of fervice was placed on c h ii P. 
the table. But the wine ftill remained after the xxxiv. 
meat had been removed; and the Huns conti- 
nued to indulge their intemperance long after the 
fober and decent ambafladors of the two empires 
had withdrawn themfelves from the nocturnal 
banquet. Yet before they retired , they enjoyed 
a fingular opportunity of obferving the manners 
of the nation in their convivial amufements. Two 
Scythians flood before the couch of Attila , and 
recited the vcrfes which they had compofed, to 
ceiebrate his valour and his victories. A pro- 
found filence prevailed in the hall > and the at- 
tention of the guefts was captivated by the vocal 
harmony , which revived and perpetuated the 
memory of their own exploits : a martial ardour 
flashed from the eyes of the warriours , who were 
impatient for battle ; and the *tears of the old 
men expreffed their generous defpair , that they 
could no longer partake the danger and glory of 
the fiel4 ^'. This entertainment, whith might be 
confidered as a fchool of military virtue , was 
fucceeded by a farce, that debafed the dignity of 
human nature.. A Moorish and a Scythian buffoon 
fucceflively excited the mirth of the rude fpec- 
tators, by their deformed figure, ridiculous drefs, 
antic geftures, abfurd fpeeches,^ and the ftrange / 

unintelligible confufion of the Latin ^ the Gothic , 
and the Huxinic languages; and the hall refound* 
cd with loud and licentious peals of laughter. 
In the midft of this intemperate riot , Attila alone, 
without a change of countenance^ maintained his 
Vol. VI. fi 
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CHAP, ftedfaft and inflexible gravity ; which was never 
XXXIV4 relaxed , except on the entrance of Irnac , the 
youngell of his fons : he embraced the boy with 
a fmile of paternal tendernefs , gently pinched 
him by the cheek , and betrayed a partial affec- 
tion , which was juftified by the aflurance of his 
prophets , that Irnac would be the future fupport 
of his family and empire. Two days afterwards, 
the ambafTadors received a fecond invitation ; and 
they had reafon to praife the politenefs , as well as 
the hofpitality, of Attila. The king of the Huns 
held a long and familiar converfation with Maxi* 
min ; but his civility was interrupted by rude 
expreffions, and haughty reproaches ; and he was 
provoked , by a motive of intereft, to fupport 
with unbecoming zeal , the private claims of his 
fecretary Conftantius. " The emperor " ( faid 
Attila ) )) has fong promifed him a rich wife : 
3, Conftantius mufl: not be difappointed ; nor 
)3 should a Roman emperor deferve the name of 
53 liar. " On the third day , the ambaflkdors 
were difmiffed ; the freedom of feveral captives 
was granted, for a moderate ranfom , to their 
preffing entreaties ; and , befides the royal prefents , 
they were permitted to accept from each of the 
. Scythian nobles , the honourable and ufeful gift of 
a horfe. Maximin returned , by the fame road , 
to Conftantinople ; and though he was involved 
in an accidental difpute with Beric , thp new 
ambaflador of Attila, he flattered himfelf that he 
had contributed, by the laborious journey , to con* 
firm the peace and alliance of the two nations !^ 
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But the Roman ambaflador was ignorant of the c » a p, 
treacherous defign , which had been concealed un* xxxiv. 
der the mask of the public faith. The furprife and cy"orthe 
latisfaction of Edecon , when he contemplated the Romans a. 
fplendour of Conftantinople , had encouraged the i^f"of At- 
interpreter Vigilius to procure for him a fecret tiu. 
interview with the eunuch Chryfaphius ** , who 
governed the emperor and the empire. After 
fome previous converfation , and a mutual oath 
of fecrecy, the eunuch, who had not, from his 
own feelings or experience , imbibed any exalted 
notions of miniflerial virtue , ventured to propofe 
the death of Attila , as an important fervice , by 
which Edecon might deferve a liberal share of the 
wealth and luxury which he admired. The 
ambaflador of the Huns liftened to the tempting 
offer; and profefled, with apparent ze^l , his abi« 
lity , as well as readinefs , to execute the bloody 
deed : the defign was communicated to the mat 
ter of the offices , and the devout Theodofius 
confented to the aflaffination of his invincible 
enemy. But this perfidious confpiracy was de- 
feated by the diflimulation, or the repentance , of 
Edecon ; and , though he might exaggerate his 
inward abhorrence for the treafon , which he 
feemed to approve, he' dexterously afliimed the 
merit of an early and voluntary confeffion. If 
we now review the embafly of Maximin , and the 
behaviour of Attila , we muft applaud the Bar* 
barian , who refpected the laws of hofpitality , and 
generously entertained and difmifled the minifter 
o£ a prince , who had confpired againft his life. 
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q H A p. But the rashtiefs of Vigilius will appear ftill more 
XXXIV. extraordinary , fmce he returned , confcious of his 
guilt and danger , to the royal camp ; accom- 
panied by his fon , and carrying with him a 
weighty purfe of gold , which the favourite eu- 
nuch had furnished , to fatisfy the demands of 
Edecon , and to corrupt the fidelity of the guards , 
The interpreter was inftantly feized, arid dragged 
before the tribunal of Attila , where he afferted 
his innocence with fpecious firmnefs , till the 
threat of inflicting inftant death on his fon, ex- 
torted from him a fincere difcovery of the crimi- 
nal tranfaction. Under the name of ranfom or 
confifcation , the rapacious king of the Huns 
accepted two hundred pounds of gold for the life 
of a traitor, whom he difdained to punish. He 
pointed his juft indignation againft a nobler ob« 
He i-epri- ject. His ambaffadors Eslaw and Oreftes were 
forfves"^ immediately difpatched to Conftantinopfe , with a 
thcEmpe. peremptory inftruction, which it was much fafer 
'°^* for them to execute than to difobey. They boldly 

entered the Imperial prefence , with the fatal purfe 
hanging down from the neck of Oreftes; who 
interrogated the eunuch Chryfaphius , as he ftood 
befide the throne , whether he recognifed the evi- 
dence of his guilt. But the office of reproof was 
referved for the fuperior dignity of his colleague 
Eslaw, who gravely addrelTed the Emperor of the 
Eaft in the following words: "Theodofius is the 
,3 fon of an illuftrious and refpectable parent : 
„ Attila likewife is defcended from a noble race; 
^ and he has fupported , by liis actions, the 
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39 dignity which he inherited from his father Mund- chap. 
3> zuk. But Theodofius has forfeited his pater- x^^^* 
5, nal honours , and , by confcnting to pay tribute , 
35 has degraded himfelf to the condition of a 
5, slave. It is therefore juft, that he should reve- 
,5 rence the man whom fortune and merit have 
33 placed above him ; inftead of attempting, like 
33 a wicked slave , clandeftinely to confpire againft 
53 his mafter. " The fon of Arcadius , who was 
accuftomed only to the voice of flattery , heard 
with aftonishment the fcvere language of truth : 
he blushed and trembled ; nor did he prefume 
directly to refufe the head of Chryfaphius, which 
Eslaw and Oreftes were inftructed to demand. 
A folemn embafTy, armed with full powers and 
magnificent gifts, was haftily fent to deprecate 
the wrath of Attila ; and his pride was gratified 
by the choice of Nomius and Anatolius , two 
minifters of confular or patrician rank , of w|iom ^ 
the one was great treafurer, and the other was 
mafter - general of the armies of the Eaft. He 
condefccnded to meet thefe ambaffadors on the 
banks of the river Drenco ; and though he at firft 
affected a ftern and haughty demeanour , his anger 
was infenfibly mollified by their eloquence and 
liberality. He condefcended to pardon the em- 
peror, the eunuch, and the interpreter; bound 
himfelf by an. oath to obferve the conditions of 
peace ; releafed a great number of captives ; 
abandoned the fugitives and deferters to their 
fate; and refigned a large territory to the fouth 
of the Danube , which he had already exhaufted 
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CHAP, of its wealth and inhabitants. But this treaty 
XXXIV, ^^^5 purchafed at an expence which might have 
fupported a vigorous and fuccefsful war ; and the 
fubjects of Theodofius were compelled to redeem 
the iafety of a worthlefs favourite by oppreffive 
taxes , which they would more cheerfully have 
paid for hit deflruction **. 
Theodo. The emperor Theodofius did not long furvive 
fius the ^g j^ humiliating circumftance of an inglo- 
dies , nous life. As he was ridmg , or hunting , in the 

J i^* V^' neighbourhood of Conftantinople, he was thrown 
from his horfe into the river Lycus : the Ipine of 
the back was injured by the fall ; and he expired 
fom» days afterwards, in the fiftieth year of his 
age , and the forty -third of his reign **. His 
filler Pulcheria, whofe authority bad been con- 
trouled both in civil and ecclefiaftical affairs by 
the pernicious influence of the eunuchs, was una- 
nimously proclaimed Emprefs of the Eafl; ; and 
the Romans , for the firft time , fubmitted to a 
female reign. No fooner had Pulcheria afcended 
the throne, than she indulged her own, and the 
public refentment , by an act of popular juftice. 
Without any legal trial , the eunuch Chryfaphius 
was executed before the gates of the city; and 
the immenfe riches which had been accumulated 
by the rapacious favourite , ferved only to haften 
and to juftify his punishment *'. Amidft the 
general acclamations of the clergy and people, 
the emprefs did not forget the prejudice and dif- 
advantage to which her fex was expofed; and she 
wifely refolved to prevent their murmurs by the 
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choice of a colleague, who would always refpect chaf. 
the fuperior rank and virgin chaftity of his wife. ^^^iv. 
^he gave her hand to Marcian, a fenator, about andisfuc 
fixty years of age, and the nominal husband of !!***^^^ 
Fulcheria was folenanly inverted with the Imperial Aug. sf.' 
purple. The zeal which he difplayed for the or- 
thodox creed , as it was eftablished by the council 
of Chalcedon , would alone have infpired the 
grateful eloquence of the Catholics. Biit the 
behaviour of Marcian in a private life , and after- 
wards on the throne , may fupport a more ratio- 
nal belief , that he was qualified to reftore and 
invigorate an empire , which bad been almoft 
difTolved by the fucceffive weaknefs of two here- 
ditary monarchs. He was born in Thrace, and 
educated to the profeflion of arms ; but Marcian's 
youth had been fe verely exercifed by poverty and 
misfortune , fince bis only refource , when he firft 
arrived at Confiantinople , confifted in two hundred 
pieces of gold , which he had borrowed of a friends 
He pafled nineteen years in the domeftic and 
military fervicc of Afpar, and his fon Ardaburius} 
followed thofe powerful generals to the Perfian 
and African wars ; and obtained , by their influence, 
^ the honourable rank of tribune and fenator. His 
mild difpofition , and ufeful talents , without 
alarming the jealoufy, recommended Marcian to 
the efteem ;iad favour, of his patrons : he had 
feen , perhaps he had felt , the abules of a venal 
and opprefli ve adminiftration ; and bis own example 
gave weight and energy to the laws , which he 
promulgated for the reformation of manners '% 

. E4 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

Invajfon of Gaul by Attila. — He is repulfed by jEHus 
and the Vifigoths, — Attila invades and evacuates 
Italy. — . The Deaths of Attila^ JEtiusy and Valen-^ 
tinian the Third^ 

CHAP. At was the opinion of Marcian , that war should 
kt^\^^ be avoided , as long as it is poflible to preferve 
threatens a fccurc and honourable peace ; but it was 
both era- Hkewife his opinion, that peace cannot be ho- 
prepa'rcsto Hourablc OF fecuTC , if the fovereign betrays a 
invade pufillanimous averfion to war. This temperate 
Ji,j>Uso. courage dictated his reply to the demands of At- 
tila , who infolently preffed the payment of the 
annual tribute. The emperor fignified to the 
Barbarians , that they muft no longer infult the 
majefty of Rome, by the mention of a tribute; 
th^t he was difpofed to reward , with becoming 
liberality, the faithful friendship of his allies; but 
that , if they prefumcd to violate the public peace , 
they should feel that he poffeffed troops, and 
arms, and refolution , to repel their attacks. The 
fame language , even in the camp of the Huns , 
was ufed by his ambaffador Apollonius, whofe 
bold refnfal to deliver the prefents, till he had 
been ^idnTitted to a pcrfonal interview, difplaycd 
a fenfe of dignity , and a contempt of danger, 
which Attila was not prepared to expect from the 



U 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, n 

degenerate Romans \ He threatened to chaftife chap. 
the rash fucceflbr of Theodofius ; but he hefitated , xxxv. 
whether he should firft direct his invincible arms 
againft the Eaftern or the Weftern empire. While 
mankind awaited his decifion with awful fufpenfe, 
he fent an equal defiance to the courts of Ra- 
venna and Conftantinople ; and his minifters 
faluted the two emperors with the fame haughty 
declaration. *' Attila , my lord , and thy lord , 
55 commands thee to provide a palace for his 
55 immediate reception *. " But as the Barbarian 
defpifed , or affected to defpife , the Romans of 
the Eafl , whom he had fo often vanquished , he 
foon declared his refolution of fufpending the 
eafy conqueft, till he had atchieved a more glo- 
rious and important enterprife. In the memo- 
rable invafions of Gaul and Italy, the Huns were 
naturally attracted by the wealth and fertility of 
thofe provinces; but the particular motives and 
provocations of Attila , can only be explained by 
the ftate of the Weflern empire under the reign 
of Valentinian , or , to fpeak more correctly , un- 
der the adminiflration of ^tius '. 

After the death of his rival Boniface , jEtius charac- 
had prudently retired to the tents of the Huns; ^[^^ftfj*"*' 
and he was indebted to their alliance for his fafety tionofiE- 
and his refloration. Inflead of the fuppliant Ian- ""*' 
guage of a guilty exile , he folicited his pardon 433 — ^4^4. 
at the head of fixty thoufand Barbarians ; and the 
emprefs Placidia confeffed, by a feeble refiftance, 
that the condefcenfion , which might have been 
afcribed to clemency , was the eflPect of weaknefs 
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CHAP, or fear. She delivered herfelf , her fon Valentinian, 
XXXV. ^jjj ^i^g Weflern empire , into the hands of an 
infolent fubject; nor could Flacidia protect the 
fon-in-law of Boniface , the virtuous and faithful 
Sebaftian * , from the implacable perfecution , 
which uiged him from one kingdom to another, 
till he miferably perished in the fervice of the 
Vandals. The fortunate -ffitius, who was im* 
mediately promoted to the rank of Patrician , and 
thrice invefted with the honours of the confulship, 
affumed , with the title of mailer of the cavalry 
and infantry , the ^whole military power of the 
flate ; and he is fometimes ftyled , by contempo- 
rary writers , the Duke , or General , of the Ro- 
mans of the Weft. His prudence, rather than 
bis virtue , engaged him to leave the grandfon of 
Theodofms in the poffeflion of the purple j and 
Valentinian was permitted to enjoy the peace and 
luxury of Italy , while . the patrician appeared in 
the glorious light of a hero and a patriot , who 
fupported near twenty years the ruins of the 
Weftern empire. The Gothic hiftorian inge- 
nuously confeffes, that ffitius was born for the 
falvation of the Roman republic ' ; and the fol- 
lowing portrait , though it is drawn in the faireft 
colours , muft be allowed to contain a much larger 
proportion of truth than of flattery. " His mo- 
35 ther was a wealthy and noble Italian , and his 
• • 5j father Gaudentius , who held a diftinguished 
jj rank in the province of Scythia , gradually rofe 
53 from the ftation of a military domejiic , to the 
5, dignity of mafter of the cavalry. Their fon, 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 7r 

» who was enrolled almofl: In his infancy in the c n a f« 
9) guards , was given as a hoflage , firft to Alaric, ^xxv. 
a and afterwards to. the Huns; and he fuccef- 
3> fively obtained the civil and military honours 
n of the palace , for which he was equally qua-^ 
jy lified by fuperior merit. The graceful figure 
,3 of ffitius was not above the middle (lature; 
I, but his manly limbs were admirably formed 
' 9^ for ftrength , beauty , and agility ; and he ex* 
„ celled in the martial exercifes of managing a 
,3 horfe , drawing the bow , and darting the jave* 
yy lin. He could patiently ehdure the want of 
fy food or of sleep ; and his mind and body were 
,) alike capable of the mofl; laborious efforts. 
» He poffeffed the genuine courage , that can 
9, defpife not*only dangers but injuries; and it 
» was impoflible either to corrupt , or deceive , 
yy or intimidate, the firm integrity of his foul \" 
The Barbarians , who had feated themfelves in 
the Weftern provinces , were infenfibly taught to 
refpect the faith and valour of the patriqian £tius. 
He foothed their paflions, confulted their pre- 
judices , balanced their ^nterefts , and checked 
their ambition. A feafonable treaty, which he 
concluded with Genferic , protected Italy from the 
depredations of the Vandals ; the independent 
Britons implored and acknowledged his falutary 
aid ; the Imperial authority was reftored and 
maintained in Gaul and Spain ; and he compelled • 
^he Franks and the ,Sucvi , whom he had van- 
quished in the field , to become the ufeful con- 
federates of the republic^ 
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From a principle of intereft, as well as grati- 
tude, ^tius affiduously cultivated the alliance of 
the Huns. While he refided in their tents as a 
hoftape , or an exile , he had familiarly converfed 
with Attila himfelf , the nephew of his benefactor; 
2^nd the two famous antagonifts appear to have 
been connected by a perfonal and military friend- 
ship, which they aftefwards confirmed by mutual 
gifts, frequent embaffies , and the education of 
Carpilio, the fon of ffitius, in the camp of At- 
tila. By the fpecious profeflions of gratitude 
and voluntary attachment , the patrician might 
difguife his apprehenfibns of the Scythian con- 
queror, who preffed the two empire with his 
innumerable armies. His demands, were obeyed 
or eluded. When he claimed the fpoils of a van- 
quished city, forae vafes of gold, which had been 
fraudulently embezzled ; the civil and military 
governors of Noricum were immediately difpatch- 
ed to fatisfy his complaints ': and it is evident, 
from their converfation with Maximin and Prif- 
cus, in the royal village, that the valour and 
prudence of ^tius had not faved the Weftern 
Romans from the common ignominy of tribute. 
Yet his dexterous policy prolonged the advan- 
tages of a falutary peace ; and a numerous army 
of Huns and Alani , whom he, had attached to his 
perfon , was employed in the defence of Gaul. 
Two colonies of thefe Barbarians were judiciously 
fixed in the territories of Valens and Orleans ' : 
and their active cavalry fecured the important 
paflages of the Rhone and of the Loire. Thefe 
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favage allies were not indeed lets formidable to c H A p. 
the fubjects than to the enemies of Rome. Their ^^^^v. 
original fettlement was enforced with the licen- 
tious violence of conqueft; and the province 
through which they marched , was expofcd to all 
the calamities of an hoftile invafion % Strangers 
to the emperor or the republic, the Alani of Gaul 
were devoted to the ambition of ^tius; and 
though he might fufpect, that, in a conteft with 
Attila himfelf , they would revolt to the ftandard 
of their national king , the patrician laboured to 
reftrain , rather than to excite , their zeal and 
refentment againft the Goths , the Burgundians , 
and the Franks. 

The kingdom eftablished by the Vifigoths . in The vifi- 
the fouthern provinces of Gaul, had eradually 5."*^* '" 
acquired ftrength and maturity ; and the conduct der the 
of thofe ambitious Barbarians, either in peace or "*sn of 
war, engaged the perpetual vigilance of ^tius. hc! 
After the death of Wallia, the Gothic #fcpptre a. d. 
devolved to Theodoric , the fon of the great ^'^ *^'* 
Alaric " ; and his profperous reign , of more 
than thirty years , over a turbulent people , may 
be allowed .to prove , that his prudence was fup- 
ported by uncommon vigour, both of mind and 
body. Impatient of his narrow limits; , Theodoric 
afpired to the poffeflion of Aries., the wealthy feat 
of government and commerce; but the city was 
faved by the timely approach of JEtius ; and the 
Gothic king, who had raifed the ficge with fome 
lofs and difgrace , was perfuaded , for an adequate 
fubfidy , to divert the martial valour of his 
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CHAP, fubjects in a Spanish wan Yet Theodoric ftill 
XXXV. watched , and eagerly feized , the. favourable mo* 
bcfi^ege Nar- ™ent of renewing his hoftile attempts. The Goths 
bonne, etc. befieged Narbonnc , while the Belgic provinces 
435^1^39. were invaded by the Burgundians ; and the pub- 
lic fafety was threatened on every fide by the 
apparent union of the enemies of Rome. On 
every fide , the activity pf ffitius , and his Scy- 
thian cavalry, oppofed a firm and fuccefsful re- 
fiftance. Twenty thoufand Burgundians were 
slain in battle; and the remains of the nation 
humbly accepted a dependent feat in the moun- 
tains of Savoy ". The walls of Narbonne had 
been shaken by the battering engines, and the 
inhabitants had endured the lad extremities of 
famine , when count Litorius , approaching in 
filence , and directing each horfeman to carry 
behind him two faeks of flour, cut his way through 
the intrenchments of the befiegers. The fiegc 
was immediately raifed; and the more decifive 
victory, which is afcribed to theperfonal conduct 
of ffitius himfelf , was marked with the blood of 
eight thoufand Goths. But in the abfence of the 
patrician , who was haftily fummoned to Italy by 
fome public or private intereft, count Litorius 
fucceeded to the command ; apd his prefumption 
foon difcovered, that far different talents are re- 
quired to lead a wing of cavalry, or to direct the 
operations of an important war. At' the head 
of an army of Huns , he rashly advanced to the 
gates of Thouloufe , full of carelefs contempt for 
an enemy , whom his misfortunes had rendered 
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prudent , and his fituation made defperate. The chap. 
predictions of the Augurs had infpircil ' Litorius xxxv. 
with the profane confidence , that he should enter 
the Gothic • capital in triumph ; and the truft 
which he repofed in his Pagan allies, encouraged 
him to reject the fair conditions of peace , which 
were repeatedly propofed by the bishops in the 
name of Theodoric. The king of the Goths ex- 
hibited in his diftrefs the edifying contraft of 
Chriftian piety and moderation j nor did he lay 
afide his fackcloth and ashes till he was prepared 
to arm for the combat. His foldiers, animated 
with martial and religious cnthufiafm , affaulted 
the camp of Litorius. The conflict was obftinate$ 
the slaughter was mutual. The Roman general, 
after a total defeat , which could be imputed only 
to his unskilful rashnefs, was actually led through 
the ftreets of Thouloufc , not in his own , but in a 
hoftile, triumph; and the mifery ^vhich he expe- 
rienced , in a long and ignominious captivity , 
excited the compaflion of the Barbarians thei(n^ 
felves '*. Such a lofs, in a country whofe fpirit 
and finances were long fince exhaufted , could not 
eafily be repaired; and the Goths, afluming, in 
their tu]:n , the fentiments of ambition and re- 
venge , would have planted their victorious ftand- 
ards on the banks of the Rhone, if the prefence 
of jaStius had not reftored ftrength and difcipline 
to the Romans ^\ The two armies expected the 
fignfkl of a decifive action ; but the generals , who 
Vc^e confcious of each other s force , and doubt- 
ful of their owa fuperiority» prudently sheathed 
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CHAP, their fwords in the field of battle ; and their re* 
XXXV. conciliation was permanent and fmoere. Theo- 
doric , king of the Vifigoths , appears to have 
deferved the love of his fubjects , the confidence 
of his allies , and the efteem of manl^nd. His 
throrfe was furrounded by fix valiant fons, who 
were educated with equal care in the excrcifes of 
the Barbarian camp, and in thofe of the Gallic 
fchools: from the ftudy of the Roman jurifpru*. 
d^nce, they acquired the theory ^ at leaft, of law 
and juftice ; and the harmonious feufe of Virgil 
contributed to foften. the afperity of their native 
manners '*. The two daughters of the Gothic 
king were given in marriage to the cldeft fons of 
the kings of the Suevi and of the Vandals , who 
reigned in Spain and Africa ; but thefe illuftri- 
ous alliances were pregnant with guilt and dif- 
cord. The queen of the Suevi bewailed the death 
of an husband, inhumanly maffacred by her bro- 
ther. The princefs of the Vandals was the vic- 
tim of a jealous, tyrant , whom she called her fa- 
ther. The cruel Genferic fufpected , that his 
fon's wife had corifpired to poifon him ; the fup- 
pofed crime was punished by the amputation of 
her nofe and ears ; and the unhappy daughter of 
Thcodoric was ignominiously returned to the 
court of Thouloufe in that deformed and muti- 
lated condition. This horrid act , which muft 
feem incredible to a civilized age , drew tears from 
every fpectator; but Theodoric was urged, by 
the feelings of a parent and a king , to revenge 
fuch irreparable injuries. The Imperial minifters, 

who 
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who always cherished the difcord 6f the Barba- 
rians^ would have fupplicd the Goths with arms, 
and ships ^ and treafures, for the African war j and 
the cruelty of Genferic might have been fatal to 
himfelf, if the artful Vandal had not armed, in 
his caufe , the formidable power of the Huns* 
His rich gifts and prefling folicitations inflamed 
the ambition of Attila; and the defigns of^tius 
and Theodoric were prevented by the. idvafion of 
Gaul '^ 

The Franks , whofe monarchy was ftill confin- 
ed to the neighbourhood of the Lower Rhine ^ 
ha'd wifely eftablished the right of hereditary fuc^ 
ceffion in the noble family of the Merovingians '*. 
Thefe princes were elevated ori a buckler, the 
fymbol of military command "' ; and the royal 
fashion of long hair was the enfign of their birth 
and dignity. Their flaxen locks , which they 
combed and dreffed with Angular care , hung 
down in flowing ringlets on their back and shoul- 
ders J while the reft of their nation were obliged ^ 
either by Uw or cuftom , to shave the hinder part 
of their head ; to comb their hair over the fore* 
head, and to content themfelves with the orna# 
ment of two fmall whiskers ". The lofty ftatiire 
of the Franks , and their blue eyes , denoted a 
Germanic origin; their clofe apparel accurately 
exprefled the figure of their limbs ; a Weighty 
fword was fufpended from a broad belt ; theif 
bodies were protected by a large shield , and thefe 
warlike Barbarians were trained i from their ear- 
lieft youth , to run^ to leap > to fwim j to dart the 
Vol. VL F 
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CHAP, javelin, or battle-axe, with unerring aim; to. 

xxxY. advance, without hefitation, againft a fupcrior 
enemy; and to maintain, either in life or death , 
the invincible reputation of their anceftors "*. 
* Clodion , the firft of their long - haired kings , 
whofe name and actions are mentioned in authen- 
tic hiftory , held his refidence at Difpargum ** , a 
village , or fortrefs , whofc place may be affigned 
between Louvain and Bruffels. From the report 
of his fpies , the king of the Franks was inform- 
cd, that the defencelefs ftate of the fccond Belgic 
mull yield , on the slighted attack , to the valour 
of his fubjects. He boldly penetrated through 
the thickets and moralTes of the Carbonarian fo- 
reft *' ; occupied Tournay and Cambray , the only 
cities which exiftcd in the fifth century, and ex- 
tended his conquefts as far as the river Somme , 
over a defolate country , whofe cultivation and 
populoufnefs arc the effects of more recent in- 
duftry ". While Clodion lay encamped in the 
plains of Artois ^' , and celebrated , with vain and 
oftentatious fecurity, the marriage, perhaps, of 
his fon , the nuptial feaft was interrupted by the 
unexpected and unwelcome prefence of ffitius , 
who had pafied the Somme at the head of his 
light cavalry. The tables , which had been fpread 
under the shelter of a hill , along the banks of 
a pleafant ftream , were rudely overturned ; the 
Franks were oppreQed before they could recover 
their arms, or their ranks; and their unavailing 
valour was fatal only to themfelves; The load- 
ed waggons, which had follo>yed their march , 
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afforded a rich booty; and the virgin -bride, with chap. 
her female attendants , fubmitted to the ne\y xxxV. 
lovers, >vhd were impofed on them by the chance 
of war. This advantage, which had been ob- 
tained by the skill and activity of ffitius , might 
reflect fome difgrace on the military prudence o^ 
Glodion; but the king of the Franks foon re- 
gained his ftrength and reputation ^ and ftill 
maintained the poffeflion of his Gallic, kingdom 
from the Rhine to the Spmme **. Under his 
reign , and moft probably from the enterprifing 
fpirit of his fubjects , the three capitals , Mentz , 
Treves > and Cologne , experienced the eflfects of 
hoftile cruelty and avarice. The diftrefs of 
Cologne was prolonged by the perpetual domi. 
nion of the fame Barbarians , who evacuated the 
ruins of Treves; and Treves, which, inthefpace 
of forty years , had been four times befieged and 
pillaged,, was difpofed to lofe the memory of her 
afflictions in the vain amufements of the circus**. 
The death of Clodion , after a reign of twenty 
years , expofed his kingdom to the difpord and 
ambition of his two fons. Merovcus, the young- 
er ** , was perfuaded to implore the protection of 
Rome ; he Was received at the Imperial court , as 
the ally of Valentiniart , and the adopted fon of 
the patrician £tius; and diQnifled , to his native 
country , with fplendid gifts, and the ftrongeft 
afiurances of friendship and fupport. During his 
abfence , his elder brother had fblicited , with 
equal ardour, the formidable. aid of Attila ; and 
the kinjr of the Huns embraced an alliance , which 

F a 
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CHAP, facilitated tfie pafTage of the Rhine , and jiiftified, 
XXXV. jjy. J fpecious and honourable pretence , the inva- 

fion of Gaul ". 
The ad- ' When Attila declared his refolution of fupport- 
ventures of | ^^le caufc of his alHes , the Vandals and the 

the pnn- c . ' 

cefs Hono. Franks , at the fame time , and almoft in the fpi- 
"*• rit of romantic chivalry , the favage monarch 

profeffed himfelf the lover and the champion of 
the princefs Honoria. The fitter of Valentinian 
was educated in the, palace of Ravenna ;. and. as 
her marriage might be productive of fome dan* 
ger to the ftate , she was raifed , by the title of 
Augufta *' , above the hopes of the moft prefump- 
tuous fubject. But the fair Honoria had no 
fooner attained the fixteenth year of her age, thaa 
she dcteftcd the importunate' greatnefs , which 
mutt for ever exclude her from the comforts of 
honourable love : in the midft of vain and un- 
iatisfactory pomp , Honoria fighed , yielded to 
the impulfe of nature , and threw herfelf into 
the arms of her chamberlain Eugenius. Her 
guilt aod shame (fuch is the abfurd language of 
imperious man) were foon betrayed by the ap- 
pearances of pregnancy: but the difgrace of the 
royal family w^s published to the world by the 
imprudence of the emprefs Placidia , who dif- 
iniffed her daughter , after a ftrict and shameful 
confinement , to a remote exile at Conttantinople* 
The unhappy princefs paflcd twelve or fourteen 
years in the irkforae fociety of the fitters of 
Theodofius , and their chofen virgins ; to whofe 
•^e>*w/i Honoria could no longer afpirc, and whofe 
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monaftic affidui ty of prayer, fading, and vigils , she c H a p^ 
reluctantly imitated. Her impatience of long and ^^x^* 
hopelcfs celibacy, urged her to embrace a ftrange 
and defperate refolution. The name of Attila 
was familiar and formidabk at Conftantinople ; 
and his frequent embaflies entertained a perpetual 
intercourfe between his camp and the Imperial 
palace. In the purfuit of love , or rather of re- 
venge, the daughter of Placidia facrificed every • 
duty , and every prejudice ; and offered to deli- 
ver her perfon into the arms of a Barbarian , of 
whofe language she was ignorant , whofe figure 
was fcarcely human , and whofe religion and man* 
ners she abhorred. By the miniftry of a faithful 
eunuch , she tranfmitted to Attila a ring , the 
pledge of her affection ; and carneftly conjured 
him to claim her as a lawful fpoufe , to whom he 
had been fecretly betrothed. Thefe indecent 
advances were received , however , with coldnefs 
and difdain ; and the king of the Huns con* 
tinned to multiply the number of his wives , till 
his love was awakened by the more forcible paf- 
fions of ambition and avarice. The invafion of 
Gaul was preceded , and juftified , by a formal 
demand of the princefs Honoria , with a juft and 
equal share of the Imperial patrimony. His pre-f 
deceffors , the ancient Tanjous , had often ad- 
dreffed , in the fame hoftile and peremptory man* 
ner , the daughters of China ; and the pretenfions 
of Attila were not Icfs offenfive to the majefty of 
Rome. A firm , but temperate , refufal was com- 
municated to his ambaffadors. The right of. 

F3 
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female fucceflion , though it might derive a fpe-* 
cious argument from the recent examples of Pla- 
cidia and Pulcheria , was {Irenuously denied ; 
and the indifToluble engagements of Honoria 
were oppofed to the claims of her Scythian lo- 
ver *'. On the difcovery of her connexion with 
the king of the Huns, the guilty princefs had 
been fent away , as an object of horror , {roni 
Conftantinople to Italy : her life was fpared ; but 
the ceremony of her marriage was performed 
with fome obfcure and nominal husband , before 
she was immured in a perpetual prifon , to bewail 
thofe crimes and misfortunes , which Honoria 
might have efcaped , had she not been born the 
da\ighter of an emperor '•. 

A native of Gaul , and a contemporary , the 
learned and eloquent Sidonius , who was after- 
wards bishop of Clermont , had made a promife 
to one of his friends , that he would compofe a 
regular hiflory of the war of Attila. If the mo- 
defty of Sidonius had not difcouraged him from 
the profecution of this interefting work " , the 
hiftorian would have related, with the fimplicity 
of truth, thofe memorable events, to which the 
poet , in vague and doubtful metaphors , has con- 
cifely alluded '*. The kings and nations of Ger* 
many and Scythia , from the Volga perhaps to 
the Danube , obeyed the warlike fummons of 
Attila. From the royal village , in the plains of 
Hungary, his ftandard moved towards the Weft; 
and , after a march of feven or eight hundred 
miles, he reached the conflux of the Rhine ^nd 
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the Ncckcr ; where he was joined by the Franks, c h a ♦. 
who adhered to his ally, the elder of the fons of xxxv. 
Clodibn. A troop of light Barbarians , who 
roamed in qued of plunder , might chufe the 
winter for the qonveniepce of paffing the river 
on the ice; but the innumerable cavalry of the 
Huns required fuch plenty of forage and pro- 
vifions , as could be procured only in a milder 
feafon; the.Hcrcynian foreft fupplied materials 
for a bridge of boats; and the hoftile myriads 
were poured , with refiftlcfs violence , into the 
Belgic provinces ". The confternation of Gaul 
was univerfal ; and the various fortunes of its 
cities have been adorned by tradition with mar- 
tyrdoms and miracles **. Troyes was favcd by 
the merits of St. Lupus ; St. Servatius was re- 
moved from the world , that he might not behold 
the ruin of Tongres ; and the prayers of St Ge- 
nevieve diverted the march of Attila. from the 
neighbourhood of Paris. cBut as the greateft part 
of Ae Gallic cities were alike deftitute of faints 
Land foldiers , they were befieged and ftormed by 
the Huns ; who practifed , in the example of 
Metz '*, their cuftomary maxims of wan They 
involved, in a promifcuous maflacre, the priefts 
who fcrved at the altar, and the ir\fants , who, 
in the hour of danger , had been providently bap» 
tized by the bishop ; the flourishing city was de- 
livered to^ the flames , and a folitary chapel of 
St. Stephen marked the place where it formerly 
flood. From the Rhine and the Mofelle , Attila 
advanced into the heart of Gaul 5 croffed the Seine 

F4. 
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CHAP, at Auxerre; and, after a long and laborious 
XXX Vt march, fixed his camp under the walls of Orleans. 
"^ "-He was defirous of fecuring his conquefts by the 
poffeffion of an advantageous poft, which com- 
manded the paffage of the Loire ; and he de- 
pended on the fecret invitation of Sangiban i king 
of the Alani , who had promifed to betray the 
city , and to revolt from the fervice of the em- 
pire. But this treacherous confpiracy was detect- 
ed and difappointed : Orleans had been ftrength- 
ened with recent fortifications ; and the aflaults 
of the Huns were vigorously repelled by the faith- - 
ful valour of the foldiers , or citizens , who de- 
fended the place. The paftoral diligence of 
Anianus , a bishop of primitive fanctity and con- 
fummate prudenci , exhwflied every art of reli- 
gious policy to fupport their courage, till the 
arrival of the expected fuccours. After an ob- 
/ ftinate fiege , the walls were shaken by the batter- 
ing rams;* the Huns^had already occupied the 
fuburbs; and the people , who were incapabft of 
bearing arms, lay proftrate in prayer. .Anianus,^ 
who anxiously counted the days and hours, dif- 
patched a trufty meffenger to obfervc , from the 
rampart , the face of the diftant country. He 
returned twice , without any intelligence , that 
could infpire hope or comfort; but, in his third 
report, he mentioned a fmall cloud, which he 
bad faintly defcried at the extremity of the hori- 
zon. " It is the aid of God , '* exclaimed the 
bishop , in a' tone of pious confidence : and the 
whole multitude repeated after him, " It is the 
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aid of^God. " The remote object, on which 
every eye was .fixed, became each moment larger, 
and more diftinct; the Roman and Gothic ban- 
ners were gradually perceived; and a favourable 
wind blowing afide the duft , difcovered , in 
deep array, the impatient fquadrons of ffitius 
and Theodoric , who preffed forwards to the 
relief of Orleans. , 

The facility with which. Attila had penetrated AiUance of 
into the heart of Gaul , may be afcribed to his *^« ^®- 
infidious policy, as well as to the terror of his vifigoths. 
arms^ His* public declarations were skilfully miti- 
gated by his private affurances ; he alternately 
foothed and threatened the Romans and the Goths; 
and the courts of Ravenna and Thouloufe , mu- 
tually fufpicious of each other's intentions, beheld, 
with fupine indifference , the approach of their 
common enemy. JEtius was the fole guardian of 
the public fafety; but his wifeft meafures were * 
embarraffed by a faction, wliich, fince the death 
of Placidia , infefted the Imperial palace : the 
youth of Italy trembled at the found 6f the 
trumpet; and the Barbarians, who, from fear or 
iaffection, were inclined to the caufe of Attila, 
awaited , with doubtful and venal faith , the 
event of the war. The patrician paffed the Alps 
at the head of fome troops , whofe ftrength and 
numbers fcarcely deferved the name of an army **. 
But on his arrival at Aries, or Lyons, he was 
confounded by the intelligence, that the Vifi- 
goths, refufing to embrace the defence of Gaul, 
had determined to expect , within their own 



90 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

• 

CHAP, territories, the formidable invader, whom they 
XXXV. profcffed to defpife. The fenator Avitus, who, 
after the honourable exercife of the pnetoriaa 
Praefecture, had retired to his cftate in Auvcrgne, 
was perfuaded to accept the important embaffy, 
which he executed with ability and fuccefs. He 
reprefented to Theodoric , that an ambitious 
conqueror, who afpired to the dominion of the 
earth, could be refilled only by the firm and 
unanimous alliance of the powers whom he la- 
boured to opprefs. The lively eloquence of Avitus 
inflamed the Gothic warriours, by the defcription 
of the injuries which their anceftors had fuffered 
from the Huns; whofe*implacable fury ftill purfued 
them from the Danube to the foot of the Pyrenees. 
He ftrenuously urged, that it was the duty of 
every Chriftian to fave, from facrilcgious viola- 
tion, the churches of God, and the relics of the 
faints: that it was the intereft of every Barbarian, 
who had acquired a fettlement in Gaul, to defend 
the fields and viufyards., which were cultivated 
for his ufe, againft the defolation of the Scythian 
shepherds. Theodoric yielded to the evidence of 
truth ; adopted the meafure at once the mofl 
prudent and the moft honourable; and declared, 
tljat as the faithful ally of Srius and the Romans, 
he was ready to expofe his life and kingdom for 
the common fafety of Gaul *'* The Vifigoths, 
who , at that time , were in the mature vigour 
of their fame and power , obeyed with alacrity 
the fignal of war ; prepared their arms and horfes, 
9nd affemhled under the ftandard of their aged 
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king, who was rcfolved, with his two eldeft chap. 
fons , Torifmond and Theodoric , to command xxxv. 
in perfon his numerous and valiant people. The 
example of the Goths determined feveral tribe$ 
or nations, that feemed to fluctuate between the 
Huns and the Romans. The indefatigable dili- 
gence of the patrician gradually collected the troops 
of Gaul and Germany, who had formerly ac- 
knowledged themfelves the fubjects, or foldiers, 
of the republic, 'but who now claimed the rewards 
of voluntary fervice, and the rank of independent 
allies; the L?eti, the Armoricans, the Breones, 
the Saxons, the Burgundians, the Sarmatians, 
or Alani, the Ripuarians, and the Franks who 
followed Meroveus as their lawful prince. Such 
"w^jis the various arniy, which,' under the conduct 
of ffitius and Theodoric, advanced, by rapid 
marches , to relieve Orleans , and to give battle 
to the innumerable hoft of Attila '*. 

On their approach , the king of the Huns im- AttiUreti* 
mediately raifed the fiege, and founded a retreat "*.*• *^* 
to recal the foremoft of his troops from the pillage Cham. 
of a city which they had already entered '*• The ?*sn«- 
valour of Attila was always guided by his pru- 
dence; and as he forefaw the fatal confequences 
of a defeat in the heart of Gaul , he repaffed the 
Seine , and expected the enemy in the plains of 
Chalons , whofe fmooth and level furface was 
adapted to the operations of his Scythian cavalry. 
But in this tumultuary retreat , the vanguard 
of the Romans , and their allies , continually 
prdfed, and fometimes engaged, the troops whom 



^2 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. Attila had pofted in the rear; the hoftile columns,^ 
XXXV. -j^^ ^j^g darknefs of the, night , and the perplexity 
of the roads, might encounter each other without 
defign; and the bloody conflict of the Franks 
and Gepidae , in which fifteen thoufand ** Bar- 
barians were slain , was a prelude to a more 
general and dccifive action. The Gatalauaiaa 
fields *' fpread themfelves round Chalons, and 
extend, according to the vague meaf^rement of 
3orniindes, to the length of one hundred and 
fifty, and the breadth of one hundred, miles , 
over the whole province , which is intitled to the 
appellation of a champaign country **. This fpa- 
cious plain was diftinguished , however, by fome 
inequalities of ground; and the importance of an 
height, which commanded the camp of Attila, 
• was underftood, and difputed, by the two ge- 
nerals. The young and valiant Torifmond firft 
occupied the fummit ; the Goths rushed with 
irrefiftible weight on the Huns , who laboured 
to afcend from the oppofite fide; and the pof. 
feflioa of this advantageous poft infpired both the 
troops and their leaders with a fair afiurance of 
. victory. The anxiety of Attila prompted him to 
confult his priefts and harufpices. It was reported, 
that, after fcrutinizing the entrails of victims, 
and fcraping their bones , they revealed , in myf- 
. terious language , his own defeat , with the death 
of his principal adverfary ; and that the Barbarian, 
by accepting the equivalent , exprefled his invo- 
luntary efteem for the fuperior merit of ffitius. 
But the unufual defpondency , which feemed to 
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prevail among the Huns, engaged Attila to ufc chaf. 
the expedient, fo familiar to the generals of an- xxxv. 
tiquity, of animating his troops by a military 
oration; and his language was that of a king, 
who Jiad often fought and conquered at their 
head *\ He pleffed them to confider their paft 
glory, their actual danger, and their future hopes. 
The fame fortune , which opened the deferts 
and morafles of Scythia to their unarmed valour, 
-which had laid fo many warlike nations proftrate 
at their feet, had referyed the joys of this mc- 
niorable field for the confummation of their 
victories. The cautious fteps of their enemies, 
their ftrict alliance, and their advantageous pofts* 
he artfully reprefented as the effects, not of 
prudence, but of fear. The Vifigoths alone were 
the ftrength and nerves of the oppofite army; 
and the Huns might fecurely trample on the 
degenerate Romans , whofe clofc and compact 
order betrayed their apprehenfions , and who 
werci equally incapable of fupporting the dan- 
gers, or the fatigues, of a day of battle. The 
doctrine of predeftination , fo favourable to mar- 
tial virtue , was carefully inculcated by the king 
of the Huns; who affured his fubjects, that. the 
warriours, protected by Heaven, were fafe and 
invulnerable amidfl: the darts of the enemy; but 
that the unerring Fates would ftrike their victims 
in the bofom of inglorious peace. *' I myfelf , " 
continued Attila, *' will throw the firft javelin, 
3> and the wretch who refufes to imitate the 
aii example of his fovereign , is devoted to 



94 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, w inevitable death. " The fpirit of the Barba^ 
XXXV. rians was rekindled by the prefence, the voice, 
and the example of their intrepid leader ; and 
Attila , yielding to their impatience , immediately 
formed his order of battle. At the head of his 
brave and faithful Huns, he occupied, in perfon, 
the centre of the line. The nations , fubject to 
his empire, the Rugians, the Heruli , the Thu- 
ringians , the Franks , the Burgundians , were 
extended, on either hand, over the ample fpace 
of the Catalaunian fields; the right wing was 
commanded by Ardaric, king of the Gepidae; 
and the three valiant brothers, who reigned over 
• the Oftrogoths, were polled on the left to oppofe 
the kindred tribes of the Vifigoths. The difpofi- 
tion of the allies was regulated by a diflferent 
principle. Sangiban , the faithlefs king of the 
Alani , was placed in the centre ; where his mo- 
tions might be ftrictly watched, and his treachery 
might be inftantly punished. £tius alTumed the 
command of the left , and Theodoric of the right, 
wing; while Torifmond ftill continued to occupy 
the heights which appear to have ftretched on the 
flank, and perhaps the rear, of the Scythian army. 
The nations from the Volga to the Atlantic were 
alfembled on the plain of Chalons ; . but many of 
thefe nations had been divided by faction, or 
conqueft , or emigration ; and the appearance of 
fimilar arms and enfigns, which threatened each 
other , prefented the image of a civil war. 
Battle of The difcipline and tactics of the Greeks and 
Romans form an interefting part of theic national 
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manners. The attentive Iludy of the military chap. 
operations of Xenophon , or Csefar , or Frederic, ^xxv. 
when they are defcribed by the fame genius \^hich 
conceived and executed them, may tend to im* 
prove (if fuch improvement can be wished) the 
art of dcftroying the human fpecies. But the battle 
of Chalons can only excite our curiofity , by the 
magnitude of the object ; fince it Was decided by 
the blind impetuofity of Barbarians, and has been 
related by partial writers, wbofe civil or eccle- 
fiaftical profeffion fecludcd them from the know- 
ledge of military affairs. Gafliodotius , however , 
had familiarly converfed with many Gothic war- 
riours, who ferved in that memorable engagement; 
•* a conflict, " as they informed^im, '* fierce, 
yy various, obftinate, and bloody; fuch as could 
» not be paralleled, either in the prefent, or in 
9> pafl: ages. " The number of the slain amounted 
to one hundred and fixty-two thoufand , or, 
according to another account, three hundred thou* 
fand perfons **; and thefc incredible exaggerations 
fuppofe a real and effective lofs , fufficicnt to 
juftify the hiftorian's remark , that whole genera- 
tions may be fwept away, by the madnefs of 
kings, in the fpace of a fingle hour. After the 
mutual and repeated difchA-ge of miflile weapons, v 

in which the archers of Scythia might fignalize 
their fuperior dexterity , the cavalry and infantry 
of the two armies were furiously mingled in 
clofer combat. The Huns , who fought under the 
eyes of their king, pierced through the feeble 
and doubtlul centre of the allies^ feparated their 
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CHAP, wings from each other , and wheeling , with a 
XXXy. rapid effort , to the left , directed their whole 
force againfl: the Vifigoths. . As Theodoric rode 
s^long the ranks, to animate his troops, he received 
a mortal ftroke from the javelin of Andages, a 
noble Oftrogoth , and immediately fell from his 
borfe. The wounded king was oppreffed in the 
general diforder, and trampled under the feet 
of his own cavalry ; and this important death 
ferved to* explain the ambiguous prophecy of the 
Harufpices. Attila already exulted in the confi- 
dence of victory , when the valiant Torilmond 
defcended from the hills, and verified the re- 
mainder of the prediction. The Vifigoths, who 
had been thrown 'into confufion by the flight, 
or defection , of the Alani , gradually reftored 
their order of battle; and the Huns were un- 
; doubtcdly vanquished, fince Attila was compelled 
to retreat. He had expofed his perfon with the 
rashncfs of a private foldier ; but the intrepid 
troops of the centre had pushed forwards beyond 
the reft of the line : their attack was faintly 
fupported ; their flanks were unguarded ; and 
the conquerors of Scythia and Germany were 
faved by the approach of the night from a 
total defeat. They retired within the circle of 
waggons that fortified their camp ; and the 
difmounted fquadrons prepared themfelves for ,,a 
defence , to which neither their arms , nor their 
temper , were adapted. The event was doubt- 
ful: but Attila had fecured a laf^ and honour- 
able -refource. The iaddles and rich furniture 

of 
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of the cavalry , were collected , by his order^ ^ viv^' 
into a funeral pile; and the oQagnanimous Bar* 
barian had refolved , if his intrenchments should 
be forced , to rush headlong into the flames , and 
to deprive his enemies of the glory which they 
might have acquired,. by the death or captivity 
ofAttila*'. , 

. But his enemies had paffed the night in cquai ^^*^.^** **^ 
diforder and anxiety. The inconfiderate courage 
of Torifmond was tempted to urge the purfuit , 
till he unexpectedly found himfelf , with a few 
followers , in the niidft of the Sicythian waggons- 
Ip the confufion of a nocturnal combat , he was 
thrown from his horfe 5 and the Gothic prince 
muft have perished like his father, if his youth- 
ful ftrength , and the iptrepid zeal of his com-' 
panions, had not refcued him from this dangerous 
fituation. In the fame manner, but on the left, 
of the line, .flEtius himfcif, feparated from his 
allies , ignorant of their victory , and anxious for 
their fate , encountered and efcaped the hoftile 
' froops , that were fcattered over the plains of 
Chalons ; and at length reached the camp of the 
Goths, which he could only fprtify with a slight 
rampart of shields , till the dawn of day. Th6 
Imperial general was foon fatisfied of the defeat 
of Attila , who ftill remained inactive within his 
intrenchments ; and when he contemplated the 
bloody fcene, he obferved, with fecret fatisfac* 
tion , that the lofs had principally fallen on thaf 
Barbarians. The body of Theodoric , pierced 
•with honourable wounds , was difcovered under a 
Vol. VI. G 
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CHAP. ^^^P ^f ^^^ 5'^^" • ^^^s fubjects bewailed the death 
XXXV. of their king and father; but their tears were min- 
gled with fongs and acclamations , and his funeral 
rites were performed in the face of a vanquished 
enemy. The Goths, clashing their arms , elevated 
on a buckler his eldeft fon Torifmond , to whom 
they juftly afcribed the glory of their fuccefs ; 
and the new king accepted the obligation of re- 
venge, as a facred portion of his paternal inhe- 
ritance. Yet the Goths themfelves were afto- 
nished by the fierce and undaunted afpect of their 
formidable antagonift ; and "their hiftorian has 
compared Attila to a lion encompaffed in his den, 
and threatening his hunters with redoubled fury. 
The kings and nations , who might have deferted 
his ftandard in the hour of diftrefs , were made 
fcnfible , that the difpleafure of their monarch 
Was the moft imminent and inevitable danger. 
All his inftruments of martial .mufic iiceffantly 
founded a loud and animating ftrain'of defiance; 
and the foremoft troops who advanced to the 
affault, were checked, pr deftroyed, by showers 
of arrows from every fide of the intrenchments. 
It was determined in a general council of war , to 
befiege the king of the Huns in his camp , to 
intercept his provifions , and to reduce him to 
the alternative of a difgraceful treaty , or an un- 
iequal combat. But the impatience of the Bar- 
barians Toon difdained thefc caiitious and dilatory 
meafures : and the mature policy of iEtius was 
apprehenfive , that , after the extirpation of the 
Huns , the republic would be oppreffed by th« 
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pride and power of the Gothip nation. The chap. 
patrician exerted the fuperior afcendant of autho- xxxv* 
rity and reafon , to calm the paffions which the 
fon of Theodoric confidered as a duty ; reprei 
fented , with feeming affection , and real truth , 
the dangers ot abfence and delay ; and perfuaded 
Torifmond to difappoint , by his fpccdy return , 
the ambitious defigns of his brothers , who 
might occupy^the throne and treafures of Thou- 
loufe*\ After the departure of the Goths, and 
the feparation of the allied army, Attila was fur* 
prifed at the vaft filence that reigned over the 
plains of Chalons : the fufpicion of fome hoftile 
firatagem detained him f^veral days within the 
circle of his waggons ; and his retreat beyond 
the Rhine confeQed the laft victory which was 
atchieved in the name of the Weftcrn empire* 
Meroveus and his Franks , obferving a prudenc 
diftance , and magnifying the opinion pf their 
ftrength , by the numerous fires which they kin- 
dled every night , continued to follow the rear 
of the Huns, till they reached the confines of 
Thuringia, The Thuringians ferved in the army 
of Attila : they traverfed , both in their march 
and in their return , the territories of the Franks ; 
and it was perhaps in this war that they exercifed 
the cruelties , which , about fourfcore years after-^ 
wards , w^re revenged by the fon of Clovis. They^ 
maflacred their hofliages, as well as their C2ip* 
tives : two hundred young maidens were tortured 
with exquifite and unrelenting rage ; their bodies 
Vrere torn afunder by wild horfes , or their bones 
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SCH/TP. were cnished under the "weight of rolling wag- 
XXXV. gons; and their unburied limbs were abandoned 
on the public roads , as a prey to dogs and vul- 
tures. Such were thofe favage anceftors , whofe 
imaginary virtues have fometimes excited the praife 
and efivy of civilized ages '^^ ! 
invafionof Neither the fpirit , nor the forces , nor the 
Italy by teputation of Attila, were impaired by the fai- 
A. D. 452. lure of the Gallic expedition. In the enfuing 
,fpring/he repeated his demand, of the princefs 
Honoria , and her patrimonial treafures. The 
demand was again rejected , or elude'd ; and the 
indignant lover immediately took the field, paffed 
the Alps, invaded Italy, and befieged Aquileia 
with an innumerable hoft of Barbarians. Thofe 
Barbarians were unskilled in the methods of c^on. 
ducting a regular fiege , which , even among the 
ancients , required fome knowledge , or at leaft 
fome practice , of the mechanic arts. . But the 
labour of many thoufand provincials and captives, 
whofe lives were facrificed without pity, might 
execute the mofl; painful and dangerous work*. 
The skill of the Roman artifts might be cor- 
rupted to the deftruction of th^r country. The 
walls of Aquileia were aflaulted by a formidable 
train of battering rams, moveable turrets, and 
engines, that threw ftones, darts, and fire**; and 
the monarch of the Huns employed the forcible 
impulfe of hope, fear, emulation, and intereft, 
to fubvert the only barrier which delayed the 
conqueft of Italy. Aquileia was at that period 
one of the richeft , the moft populous, and the 
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ftrongeft of the maritime cities on the Hadriatic chap; 
coaft. The Gothic auxiliaries , -who appear to xxxv. 
have ferved under their native princes Alaric and 
Antala , communicated their intrepid fpirit ; and 
the citizens ftill remembered the glorious and 
fuccefsful refirftance, which their anceftors had 
pppofed to a fierce , inexorable Barbarian , who 
difgraced the majefty of the Roman purple. 
Three months were confumed without effect in 
^ the fiege of Aquileia; till the want of provifions, 
and the clamours of his army , compelled Attila 
to relinquish the enterprifej and reluctantly to 
iffue his orders , that the troops should ftrike 
their tents the next morning , and begin their 
retreat. But as he rode round the walls, pen* 
five , angry , and difappointed , he obferved a ftork, 
preparing to leave her neft , in one of the tow^ers, 
and to fiy with her infant family towards the 
country. He feized , with the ready penetration 
of a ftatefman , this trifling incident , which chance 
had offered to fuperftition ; and exclaimed , in a 
loud and cheerful tone , that fuch a domeftic . ' 
bird , fo conftantly attached to human fociety , 
would never have abandoned her ancient feats, 
unlefs thofe towers had been devoted to impend- 
ing ruin and folitude **. The favourable omen 
infpired an affarance of victory ; the fiege was 
renewed , and profecuted with fresh vigour ; a 
large breach was made in the part of the wall 
from whence the flork had taken her flight ; the 
Huns mounted to the affauk with irrefiftible fury ; 
and the fucceeding generation could fcarcely 
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.CHAP, difcovcr the ruins of Aquileia **, After this dread- 
^^^^^' £ul chaftifement , Attila purfued his march; and 
as he paffed, the cities of Altinuna , Concordia, 
and Padua , were reduced into heaps of ftones and 
ashes. The inland towns , Vicenza, Verona, and 
Bergamo, were expofed to the rapacious cruelty 
of the Huns. Milan and Favia fubmitted , with- 
out refiilance , to the lofs of their wealth ; and 
applauded the unufual clemency , which preferv- 
ed from the flames the public , as well as private, 
buildings ; and fpared the lives of the captive 
multitude. The popular traditions of Comum, 
Turin , or Modena , may juftly be fufpected ; yet 
they concur with more authentic evidence to 
prove, that Attila fpread his ravages over the 
rich plains of modern Lombardy ; which are 
divided by the Po j and bounded by the Alps and 
Apennine *\ When he took poffeffion of the 
royal palace of Milan, he was furprifed , and of- 
fended , at the fight of a picture , which repre- 
fcnted the Caefars fcated on their throne , and the 
princes of Scythia proftrate at their feet. The 
revenge which Attila inflicted on this monument 
of Roman vanity, was harmlefs and ingenious. 
He commanded a painter to re\ferfe the figures , 
and the attitudes ; and the emperors were deli- 
neated on the fame canvafs , approaching in a 
fuppliant pofture to empty their bags of tributary 
gold before the throne of the Scythian monarch '*. 
The fpectators mufl have , qonfeffed the truth and 
propriety of the alteration ; and were perhaps 
tempted to^pply , on this fingular occafion , the 
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well-known fable of the difpute between the lion chap, 
and the man ". "^xxv. 

It is a faying worthy of the ferocious pride of Founda- 
Attila, that the grafs never grew on the fpot Jcplbiicof 
where his horfe had trod Yet the favage de- Venice. 
flroyer undefignedly laid the foundations of a 
republic , which revived , in the feudal ftate 'of 
Europe, the art and fpirit of commercial induftry. 
The celebrated name of Venice, or Veneti^ '*, 
was formerly dififufed over a large and fertile 
province of Italy , from the confines of Fannqnia 
to the river Addua , and from the Po to the Rhae- 
tian and Julian Alps. Before the irruption of 
the Barbarians, fifty Venetian cities flourijihed in 
peace and profperity : Aquileia was placed in the 
moft confpicuous ftation : but the ancient dignity 
of Padua was fupported by agriculture and ma- 
nufactures ; and the property of five hundred 
citizens , who were entitled to the equeftrian rank, 
muft have amounted, at the ftricteft computation, 
to one million feven hundred thoufand pounds. 
Many families of Aquileia, Padua, and the adja- 
cent towns , who fled from the fword of the Huns, 
found a fafe , though obfcure , refuge in the neigh- 
bouring islands'*. At the extremity of the Gulf, 
where the Hadriatic feebly imitates -the tides of 
the ocean , near an hundred fmall islands are fepa- 
rated by shallow water from the continent , and 
protected from the waves by feveral long slips of 
land , which admit the entrance of veffels through 
fome fecret and narrow channels *'. Till the 
middle of the fifth century , thefe remote and 

G4 
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CHAP, fequcftered l^ots remained without cultivation, 
X^cxVt >vitb few inhabitants , ?ind ajmoft without a name. 
But the manners of the Venetian fugitives , thejr 
arts and their government, were gradually form- 
ed by their new fituation ; and one of the epiftles 
of Cailiodorius '^ , which defcribes their condition 
about feventy years afterwards, may be confider- 
ed as the primitive monument of the republic. 
The mjnifter of Theodoric compares them , in his 
quaint declamatory ftyle , to water-fowls , who had 
fixed their nefts on the bofom of the waves ; and 
though he allows , that the Venetian provinces 
had formerly contained many noble families , he 
infinqates, that they were now reduced by raif- 
fortCine to the fame level of humble poverty. 
Fish was the common , and almoft the univerfal, 
food of every rank : their only treafure confifted 
in the plenty of fait, which they extracted from 
the fea : and the exchange of that commodity, 
fo effential to hqman life, was fubftituted m the 
neighbouring markets to the currency of gold 
and filver, A people , whofe habitations might 
be doubtfully aflGgned to the earth or water j foon 
became alike familiar with the two elements ; 
and the demands of avarice fucceeded to thofe 
of neceffity.' The islanders , who , from Grado 
jto Chiozza, were intimately connected with each 
Other , petietrated intp the heart of Italy , by 
_ the fecure^ though laborious , navigation of the 
river$ and inland canals. Their vefTels , which 
were continually increafing in fize ^n4 number, 
vifited all the harbours of the Gulf ; and the 
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marriage, which Venice annually celebrates with chap. 
the Hadriatic , was contracted in her early infancy, xxxv. 
The epiftle of Caffiodbrius , the Prxtorian pre- 
fect , is addrefled to the maritime tribunes : and 
he exhorts thera , in a mild tone of authority, to 
animate the zeal of their countrymen for the pub- 
lic fervice , which required their afliftance to 
tranfport the magazines of wine and oil from the 
.province of Iftria to the royal city of Ravenna. 
The ambiguous office of thefe magiftrates is ex- 
plained by the tradition , that , in the twelve prin- 
cipal islands, twelve tribunes, or judges , were ^ 
created by an annual and popular election. The 
cxiftence of the Venetian republic under the 
Gothic kingdom of Italy , is attefted by the fame 
authentic record, which annihilates their lofty 
claim of original and perpetual independence ^*. 

The Italians, who had long fince renounced 
the exercife of arms, were furprifed, after forty TotheRo- 
years peace , by the approach . of a formidable 
Barbarian, whom they abhorred, as the enemy 
of their religion , as well as of their republic. 
Amidft the general confternation , ^tius alone 
was incapable of fear; but it was impoflible that 
he should atchieve , alone, and unaffifted any 
military exploits worthy of his former renown. 
The Barbarians who had defended Gaul, refufed 
to march to the relief of Italy; and the fuccours 
promifcd by the Eaftern emperor were diftant and 
doubtful. Since ^tius , at tne head of his do- 
pieftic troops , ftill maintained the field, and ha- 
raffed or retarded the march of Attila , he neve» 
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CHAP* shewed himfelf more truly great , than at the time 
XXXV. when his conduct was blamed by an ignorant and 
ungrateful people **. If the mind of Valentinian 
had been fufceptible of any generous fentiments , 
he would have chofen fuch a general for his ex- 
ample and his guide. But the timid grandfon of 
Thcodofius , inftead of sharing the dangers, ef- 
caped from the found of war; and his hafty 
retreat from Ravenna to Rome , from an impregn- 
able fortrefs to an open capital , betrayed his 
fecret intention of abandoning Italy, as foon as 
the danger should approach his Imperial perfon. 
This shameful abdication was fufpended , how- 
ever , by the fpirit of doubt and delay , which 
commonly adheres to pufiUanimous cpunfels, and 
fometimes* corrects their pernicious tendency. 
The Weftcrn emperor , with the fenate and peo- 
ple of Rome, embraced the more falutary refo- 
lution of deprecating, by a folemn and fuppliant 
cmbafly , the wrath of Attila. This important 
commiffion was accepted by Avienus , who, from 
his birth and riches , his confular dignity , the 
numerous train of his clients, and his perfonal 
abilities, held the firfl rank in the Roman fenate. 
The fpecious and artful character of Avienus'*, 
was admirably qualified to conduct a negociation, 
cither of public or private intereft: his colleague 
Trigetius had exercifed the Praetorian prefec- 
ture of Italy ; and Leo , bishop of Rome , con- 
fented to expofe his life for the fafety of his flock. 
The geniqs of Leo " was exercifed and difplayed 
in the public misfortunes ; and. he has deferved 
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the appellation of Great , by the fucce&ful zeal , chaf; 
with which he laboured to eftablish his opinions, xxxv. 
and his authority, under the venerable names of 
orthodox faith, and ecclefiaftical difcipline. The 
Roman ambaffadors were introduced to the tent 
of Attila , as he lay encamped at the place where 
the slow- winding Mincius is loft in the foaming 
waves of the lake Benacus ** , and trampled with 
his Scythian cavalry the farms of Catullus and 
Virgil *^ The Barbarian monarch liftened with 
favourable , and even refpectful , attention ; and 
the deliverance of Italy was purchafed by the im- 
menfe ranfom , or dowry , of the princefs Honoria. 
The ftatc of his army might facilitate the treaty, 
and haften his retreat. Their martial fpirit was 
relaxed by the wealth and indolence of a warm 
climate. The shepherds of the North , whofe 
ordinary food confifted of milk and raw flesh , in- 
dulged themfelves too freely in the ufe of bread, 
of wine , and of meat , prepared and feafoned by 
the arts of cookery ; and the progrefs of difeafc 
revenged in fome meafure the injuries of the Ita- 
lians'*. When Attila declared his refolution of 
carrying his victorious arms to the gates of Rome, 
he was admonished by his friends , as well as by 
his enemies, that Alaric had not long furvived 
the conqueft of the eternal city. His mind , fu- 
perior to real danger, was affaulted by imaginary 
terrors ; nor could he efcape the influence of 
fuperftition , which had fo often been fubfervient 
to his dcfigns'V The prefling eloquence of Leo, 
his majeftic afpect, and facerdotal robes, excited 
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The death 
of Att'ila , 
A. D. 4f 3- 



the veneration of Attila for the fpiritual father of 
the Chriftians. The apparition of the two apoftlcs, 
St. Peter and St. Paul , who menaced the Bar- 
barian with inftant death , if he rejected the prayer 
of their fucceffor , is One of the nobleft legends of 
ccclefiaftical tradition. The fafety of Rome might 
deferve the interpofition of celeftial beings; and 
fome indulgence is due to a fable , which has been 
reprefented by the pencil of Raphael / and the 
chiffel of Algardi'*. 

Before the king of the Huns evacuated Italy, 
he threatened to return more dreadful , and more 
implacable , if his bride , the princefs Honoria, 
were not delivered to his ambaffadors within the 
term ftipulated by the treaty. Yet , in the mean 
while, Attila relieved his tender anxiety , by add- 
ing a beautiful maid , whofe name was lldico, 
to the lift of his innumerable wives *^ Their 
marriage was celebrated with barbaric pomp and 
feftivity , at his wooden palace beyond the Da- 
nube; and the monarch , oppreffcd with wine 
and" sleep, retired , at a late hour, from the ban- 
quet to the nuptial bed. His attendants con- 
tinued to refpect his pleafures , or his repofe , the 
greateft part of the enfuing day , till the unufual 
filence alarmed their fears and fufpicions; and, 
after attempting to awaken Attila by loud and 
repeated cries , they at length broke into the 
royal apartment. They found the trembling 
bride fitting by the bedfide, hiding her face with 
her veil , and lamenting her own danger , as well 
as the death of the king , who had expired during 
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the night*'*. An artery had fuddenly burft, chap; 
and as Attila lay in a fupine pofture , he was fuf. ^^^V. 
focated by a torrent of blood, whicni inftead of 
finding a paffage through the noftrils , regurgi- 
tated into the lungs and ftomach. His body was 
folemnly expofed in the midft of the plain , un- 
der a filken pavilion ; and the chofen fquadrons 
of the Huns , wheeling round in meafured evo- 
lutions, chaunted a funeral fong to the raeraory 
ot a hero, glorious in his life, invincible in his 
death, the father of hi$ people, the fcourge o£ 
his enemies , and the terror of the world. Ac- 
cording to their national cuftom , the Barbarians 
cut off a part of their hair , gashed thoir faces 
with unfeemly wounds , and bewailed their valiant 
leader as he deferved , no£ with the tears of wo- 
men, but with the blood of warriours. The re- 
mains of Attila were inclofed within three coffins, 
of gold , of fil ver , and of iron , and privately 
buried in the night : the fpoils of nations were 
thrown into his grave ; the captives who had 
opened the ground were inhumanly maffacred; , 
and the fame Huns, who had indulged fuch ex- 
ceflive grief, fcafted , with diffolute and intem- 
perate mirth , about the recent fepulchre of their 
king. It was reported at C9nftantinople , that on 
the fortunate night in which he expired , Marcian 
beheld in a dream the bow of Attila broken 
afunder : and the report may be allowed to prove, 
bow feldom the image of that formidable Bar- 
barian was abfent from th«, mind of si Roman 
emperor**. . 
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The revolution which fubverted the empire of 
the Huns , eftablished the fame of Attila , whofc 
genius alone had fuftained the huge and disjoint- 
ed fabric. After his dfeath , the bolded chief- 
tains afpired to the rank of kings ; the moft pow- 
erful kings refufed to acknowledge a fuperior ; 
and the numerous fons , whom fo many various 
mothers bore to the deceafed monarch, divided 
and difputed, like a private inheritance, the fo- 
vereign command of the nations of Germany and 
Scythia. The bold Ardaric felt and reprefented 
the difgrace of this fervile partition i and his fub- 
jectsr, the warlike Gepidae, with the Oftrogoths, 
under .the conduct of three valiant brothers, en- 
couraged their allies to vindicate the rights of 
freedom and royalty. In a bloody and decifive 
conflict on the banks of the river Netad , in Pan- 
nonia, the lance of the Gepidae, the fword of the 
Goths , the arrows of the Huns , the Suevicin- 
fantry , the light arms of the Heruli, and the 
heavy weapons of the Alani , encountered or fup- 
ported each other ; and the victory i>f Ardaric 
was accompanied with the slaughter of thirty 
thoufand of his enemies. Ellac , the eldeft fon 
of Attila, loft his life and crown in the memo- 
rable battle of Netad : his early valour had raifed 
him to the throne of the Acatzircs, a Scythian 
Ipeoplc , whom he fubdued ; and his father , who 
loved the fuperior merit , would have envied the 
death, of Ellac'*. His brother Dengifich , with 
an army of Huns , ftill formidable in their flight 
and ruin ^^ maintained his grojund above fifteen 
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years on the banks of the Danube. The palace chap. 
of Attila , with the old country of Dacia , fronj xxxv. 
the Carpathian hills to the Euxine , became the 
feat of a new power , which was erected by Ar- 
daric , king of the Gcpidae. The Pannonian 
conquefts , from Vienna to Sirmium , were occu- 
pied by the Oftrogoths; and the fettlements of 
the tribes , who had fo bravely afferted their native 
freedom I were irregularly diftributed , according 
to the ^[leafure of their refpective ftrength. Sur- 
rounded and oppreffed by the multitude of his 
father's slaves , the kingdom of Dengifich was 
confined to the circle of his waggons ; his def- 
perate courage urged him to invade the Eaftern 
empire ; he fell in battle ; and his head , igno- 
miniously expofed in the Hippodrome, exhibited 
a grateful fpectacle to the people of Conftan- 
tinople. Attila had fondly or fuperftitiously be- 
lieved , that Irnac , the youngtft of his fons ^ was 
deftined to perpetuate the glories of his race. 
The character of that prince , who attempted to 
moderate the rashncfs of his brother Dengifich, 
was more fuitable to the declining condition of 
the Huns ; and Irnac , with his fubject hords , re- 
tired into the heart of the Leffer Scythia. They 
were foon overwhelmed by a torrent of new Bar- 
barians who followed the fame road which theit 
own anceftors had formerly difcovered. The 
Gtou^en y or Avares , whofe refidence is affigned 
by the Greek S^riters to the shores of the ocean , 
impelled the adjacent tribes ; till at length the 
Igours of the North , iffuing from thfe cold Sibe- • 
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CHAP, rian regions, which produce the moft valuable 
XXXV. fm-g ^ fpread themfelves over the defert , as far as 
the Borifthenes and the Cafpian gates ; and finally 
extinguished the empire of the Huns ^\ 
Vaientini- Such an evcnt might contribute to the fafety 
an mur. ^f ^jjg Eaftcm empire , under the reign of a 
patrieian pfince , who Conciliated the frierid>hip, without 
iEtius, forfeiting the efteera , of the Barbarians. But 
the emperor of the Weft, the feeble and diffolute 
Valentinian , who had reached his thirty -fifth 
year without attaining the age of reafon or cou- 
rage , abufed this apparent fecurity , to undermine 
the foundations of his own throne , by the mur- 
der of the patrichn ^tius. From the inflinct 
of a bafe and jealous mind , he hated the man 
•who was univerfally celebrated as the terror of 
the Barbarians, and the fupport of the republic; 
and his new favourite , the eunuch Heraclius , 
awakened the emperor ifrom the fupine lethargy, 
which might be difguifed , during the life of 
Placidia ^' , by the excufe of filial piety. The 
fame of ^tius, his wealth and dignity, the nu- 
merous and martial train of Barbarian followers , 
his powerful dependents, who filled the civil 
offices of the ftate , and the hopes of his fon 
Gaudentius , who was already contracted to Eu- 
doxia , the emperor's daughter , had raifed him 
above the rank of a fubject. The ambitious de- 
figns, of which he was fecretly accufed, excited 
the fear&v as well as the refentment , of Valenti- 
nian.- iEtius himfelf , fupported by the cpnfciouf- 
nefs of his merit ^ his fervices , and perhaps his 

innocence 
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innocence » feems to have maintained a haughty c H A F. 
and indifcreet behaviour. The patrician offended xxxv. 
his fovereign by an hoftile declaration ; he aggra- 
vated the offence, by compelling him to ratify, 
with a folemn oath , a treaty of reconciliation and 
alliance ; he proclaimed his fufpicions $ he ne- 
glected his fafety ; and from a vain confidence 
that the enemy , whom he defpifed, was incapable 
even of a manly crrmc , he rashly ventured his 
perfon in the palace of Rome. Whilft he urged, 
perhaps with intemperate vehemence , the mar- 
riage of his fon; Valentinian, drawing his fword, 
the firft fword he had ever drawn , plunged it in 
the breaft of a general who had faved his empire : 
his courtiers and eunuchs ambitiously ftruggled 
to imitate their mafter ; and JEtius , pierced with 
an hundred wounds , fell dead in the royal pre* 
fence. Boethius , the Praetorian praefect , was 
killed at thefame moment ; and before the event 
could be divulged, the principal friends of the 
patrician were fummoned to the palace , and 
feparately murdered. The horrid deed, palliated 
by the (fpecious names of juftice and neceflity, 
was immediately communicated by the emperor 
to his foldiers, his fubjects , and his allies. The 
. nations, who were ftrangcrs or enemies to £tius, 
generously deplored the unworthy fate of a hero : 
the Barbarians ; who had been attached to his 
fervice , diffembled their grief and refentment; 
and the public contempt , which had been fo 
long entertained for Valentinian , was at . once 
converted into deep and univerfal abhorrence. 
Vol. VI. H 
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CHAP. Such fcntimcnts feldom pervade the walls of a 
XXXV. palace ; yet the emperor was confounded by the 
honeft reply of a Roman , whofe approbation he 
had not difdained to folicit. " 1 am ignorant , 
5) Sir, of your motives or provocations; 1 only 
M know, that you have acted like a man who 
55 cuts off his right hand with his left '^ " 

The luxury of Rome feems to have attracted 
the long and frequent vifits of Valentinian ; who 
was confequently more defpifed at Rome , than in 
any other part of his dominions. A republican 
fpirit was infenfibly revived in the fenate, as their 
authority , and even their fupplies , became ne- 
ceflary for the fupgort of his feeble government. 
The ftately demeanour of an hereditary monarch 
fcffendcd' their pride ; and the pleafiires of Valen- 
|inian were injurious to the peace and honour of 
noble families. The binh of the emprefs Eu- 
doxia was equal to his own , and her charms and 
tender affection deferved thofe teftimonies of 
love , which her inconftant husband diflGpated ia 
vague and unlawful amours. Petronius Maxi- 
mqs, a wealthy fenator of the Aniclan family^ who 
had been twice conful , was poffefTed of a chafte 
imd beautiful wife : her obftinate refiftance ferved 
only, to irritate the defires bf Valentinian ; and 
he refolved to accomplish them either by ftrata- 
gera or force. Deep gaming ?^as one of the 
vices of the court : the emperor , who , by chance 
or contrivance, had gained from Maximus a co.n- 
fiderable fum , uncourteou.^y exacted his ring % as 
a fecurity for the debt; and fent it by a trufty 
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iflcflenger to his wife , with an order , in het c h A !»♦ 
husband's name , that she should imniediatcly at- ^txxv. 
tend the emprefs Eudoxia. THe unfufpecting 
wife of Maximus was conveyed in her litter to 
the Imperial palace; the emiffaries . of her impa- 
tient lover conducted her to a remote and filent 
bed-ch2|mber ; and Valentinian violated , without 
remorfe , the laws of hofpitality. Her tears ^ 
when she returned home; her deep affliction; and 
her bitter reproaches againft her husband , whoiii 
she confidered as the accomplice of his own 
shame , excited Maximus to a juft revenge ; the 
defire of revenge was flimulated by ambition ; 
and he might reafonably afpire , by the free 
fuffrage of the Roman fenate , to the throne of a 
detefted and defpicable rival. Valentinian , whb 
fuppofed that every human bread was devoid , lilce 
his own, of friendship and gratitude , had impru- 
dently admitted among his guards feveral domet 
tics and followers of iEtius. Two of thefe , of Baf* 
barian race, were perfuaded to execute a facred 
and honourable duty , by punifhing with death 
the afTaHin of their patron ; and thejr intrepid 
courage did not long expect a favourable mo- 
ment. Whilft Valentinian amufe^jli himfclf in the 
field of IVlars with the fpectacle of fome military 
fports , they fuddenly rushed upon him with drawn 
weapons , difpatched the guilty Heraclius , and 
flabbed the emperor to the heart , without the fieatii 6t 
leaft oppofition from his numerous train, ^ho a^^**""**'* 
feemed to rejoice in the tyrant's death. Such a.ei.4«, 
was the fate of Valentinian the Third '\ the laft ^""^'^ 
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CHAP. Roman emperor of the family of Theodofius. 

XXXV. He faithfully imitated the hereditary weaknefs 
of his coufm and his two uncles , without inhe- 
riting the gentlenefs , the purity, the innocence, 
which alleviate, in their characters, the want of 
fpirit and ability. V^alentinian was Icfs excufable, 
fince he had paffions, without virtues: even his 
religion was queftionable; and though he never 
deviated into the paths of herefy, he fcandalized 
the pious Chriftians by his attachment to the pro- 
fane arts of magic and divination. 
^Symptoms As early as the time of Cicero and Varro, it 

aLruinf ^^^s the Opinion of the Roman augurs, that the 
tvoelve vultures ^ which Romulus had feen , repre- 
fented the twelve centuries ^ afligned for the fatal 
period of his city ^^ This prophecy, difregarded 
perhaps in the feafon of health and profperity, 
^ infpired the people with gloomy apprehenfions , 
when the twelfth century , clouded with difgrace 
and misfortune, was almoft elapfed '*; and even 
pofterity muft acknowledge with fome furprife , 
that the arbitrary interpretation of an accidental 
or fabulous circumftance , has been feriously veri- 
fied in the downfall oiF the Weftern empire. Bqt 
its fall was announced by a clearer omen than the 
flight of vultures : the Roman government ap- 
peared every day lefs formidable to its enemies, 
more odious and oppreffive to its fubjects ^\ The 
taxes were multiplied with the public diftrefs ; 
(xconomy was neglected in proportion at it be- 
came neceffary ; and the injuftice of the rich 
shifted the unequal burden from themfelves to 
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the people , whom they defrauded of the induU c h a f. 
gtncks that might fometimcs have alleviated their xxxv. 
mifery. The fevere inquifition , which ' conHf- 
cated their goods, and tortured their pcrfons, 
compelled the fubjects of Valentinian to prefer 
the more fimple tyranny of the Barbarians , to fly 
to the woods and mountains , or to embrace the 
vile and abject condition of mercenary fervants. 
They abjured and abhorred the name of Roman 
citizens, which had formerly excited the ambi- 
tion of mankind. The Armorican provinces* of 
Gaul , • and the greateft part of Spain , were 
thrown into a (late of diforderly independence , 
by the confederations of the Bagaud?e ; and the 
Imperial minifters purfued with profcriptive laws, 
and ineffectual arms , the rebels whoip they had 
made '*. If all the Barbarian conquerors had 
been annihilated in the fame hour , their total 
deftruction would not have reftored the empire 
of the Weft : and if Rome ftill furvived , she 
furvived the lofs of freedom , of virtue , and o£ 
honour. 



•'f 3 



ji8 THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP. XXXVL 



Sack of Rome by Gcnferic, King of the Vandals. — His 
naval Depredations, — Succejfton of the lajl Empe- 
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CHAP. X H E lofs or defolation of the provinces , from 
XXXVI. the ocean to the Alps, impaired the glory and 
po^wer of greatnefs of Rome : her internal profperity was 
the Van- irretrievably deftroyed by the reparation of Africa. 
A^'n. 439 The rapacious Vandals confifcated the patrimo- 
1^ 455t nial eftates of the fenators , and intercepted the 
regular fubfidies , w^hich relieved the poverty , 
and encouraged the idlenefs , of the plebeians. 
The diftrefs of the Romans was foon aggravated 
by an unexpected attack ; and the province , fo 
"^ long cultivated for their ufe by induftrious and 

obedient fubjects , was armed againft them by an 
ambitious Barbarian, The Vandals and Alani, 
who followed the fuccefsful ftandard of Genferic, 
had acquired a rich and fertile territory, which 
ftretchcd along the coaft above ninety days jour- 
ney from Tangier to Tripoli; but their narrow 
limits were preffed and confined, jon either fide, 
by the f;^ndy defert and the Mediterranean. The 
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difcovery and conquefl; of the Black nations, that chap. 
might dwell beneath the torrid zone , could not ^^^^*' 
tempt the rational ambition of Genferic : but he 
caft his eyes towards the fea ; he refolved to 
create a naval power , and his bold refolut'iop waa 
executed with fteady and active perfeverance. The 
woods of mount Atlas afforded an inexhauftlble nur^ 
fery of timber; his new fubjects were skilled in the . 
arts of navigation and ship-building ; he animated 
his daring Vandals to embrace a mode of warfare 
which would render every maritime country ac- 
ceflible to their arms; the Moors and Africans 
were allured by the hopes of plunder; and, after 
an interval of fix centuries , the fleets that iffued 
from the port of Carthage again claimed the em- 
pire of the Mediterranean. The fuccefs of the 
Vandals, the conqueft of Sicily, the fack of Pa- 
lermo, and the frequent defcents on the coaft of 
Lucania, awakened and alarmed the mother of 
Valentinian , and the fifter of Theodofius. Al- 
liances were formed; and armaments, expenfive 
and ineffectual, were prepared, for the deftruction 
of the common enemy; who rcferved his courage 
to encounter thofe dangers which his policy 
could not prevent or elude. The defi^ns of the 
Roman government were repeatedly baffled by his 
artful delays, ambiguous promifes, and apparent 
conceffions ; and the interpofition of his formid- 
able confederate the king of the Huns , recalled 
the emperors from the conqueft of Africa to the 
care of their domeftic fafety. The revolutions of 
the palace, which left the Weftern empire with- 
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out a defender, and without a lawful prince, dif- 
pelled the apprehenfions , and ftimulatcd the ava- 
rice , of Gtnferic. He immediately equipped a 
numerous fleet of Vandals and Moors , and caft 
anchor at the mouth- of the Tyber , about three 
months after the death of Valentinian , and the 
elevation of Maximus to the Imperial throne. 

The private life of the fenator Petronius Maxi- 
mus \ was often alleged as a rare example of hu- 
man felicity. His birth was noble and illuftrious , 
fince he defcended from the Anician family ; his 
dignity was fupported by an adequate patrimony 
in land and money : and thefe advantages of for- 
tune were accompanied with liberal arts , and de- 
cent manners, which adorn or imitate the incfti- 
inable gifts of genius and virtue. The luxury 
of his palace and table was hofpitable and ele- 
gant. Whenever Maximus appeared in public , 
he was furrounded by a train of grateful and ob- 
fequious clients * ; and it is poffihJe that among 
thefe clients, he might deferve and poflefs fome 
real friends. His merit was rewarded by the 
favour of the prince and fenate : he thrice exer- 
cifed the office of Praetorian prsefect of Italy ; he 
was twice invefted with the confulship, and he 
obtained the rank of patrician. Thefe civil ho- 
nours were not incompatible with the enjoyment 
of leifure and tranquillity; his hours, according 
to the demands of pleafure or reafon , were accu- 
rately diftributed by a water-clock; and this ava- 
rice of time may be allowed to prove the fenfe 
which Maximus entertained of his own happinefs. 
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The injury which he received from the emperor c h a ?. 
Valentinian , appears to excufe the moft bloody ^^^Y^* 
revenge. Yet a philofopher might have reflected, 
that, if the refiftance of his wife had been fincere, 
her chaftity was ftill inviolate , and that it could 
never be reftored if she had confented to the will 
of the adulterer. A patriot would have hefitated, 
before he plunged himfeif and his country into 
thofe inevitable calamities, which mull follow 
the extinction of the royal houfe of Theodofius. 
The imprudent Maximus difregarded thefe falu- 
tary confiderations : he gratified his refentment 
and ambition ; he law the bleeding corpfe of Va- • 
Icntinian at his feet ', and he heard himfeif fa- 
luted emperor by the unanimous voice of the fe- 
nate and people. But the day of his inaugura- 
tion was the laft day of his happinefs. He was 
imprifoned (fuch is the lively expreflion of Si- 
donius) in the palace ; and after paffing a sleep- 
lefs night he fighed , that he had attained the funj- 
mit of his wishes , and afpired only to defcend 
from the dangerous elevation. Oppreffed by the 
Aveight oP the diadem , he communicated his 
anxious thoughts to his friend and quxftor Ful- 
gentius ;^and when he looked back with unavail- 
ing regret on the fecure pleafures of his former 
life, the emperor exclaimed, " O fortunate Da- « 

M mocks ', thy reign began and ended with the 
55 fame dinner:" a well-known allufion, which 
Fulgentius afterwards repeated as an inftructivc 
leflbn for prince^ and fubjects. 
The reign of Maximus continued about three His deat&. 
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CHAP, monihs. His hours, of which he had loft the 
A^B^I^'i command, were difturbed by remorfe, or. guilt, 
June 12. or terror, and his throne was shaken by the {edi- 
tions of the foldiers, the people , and the con» 
federate Barbarians. The marriage of his fon 
Palladius with the eldeft daughter of the late em- 
peror, might tertd to eftablish the hereditary fuc- 
ceffion of his family ; but the violence which he 
offered to the emprefs Eudoxia , could proceed 
only from the blind impulfe of luft or revenge. 
His own wife, the caufe of thefe tragic events, 
had been feafonably removed by death ; and the 
» widow of Valentinian was compelled, to violate 
her decent mourning, perhaps her real grief , and 
to fubmit to the embraces of a prefumptuous 
ufurper, whom she fufpected as the affaffin of her 
deceafed husband. Thefe fufpicions were foon 
juftified by the indifcreet confeffion of Maximus 
himfelf ; and he wantonly provoked the hatred of 
his reluctant bride , who was ftill confcious that 
she d'^fcended from a line of emperors. From 
the Eaft, however, Eudoxia 'could not hope to 
obtain any effectual afliftance : her father and 
her aunt Fulcheria were dead ; her mother lan- 
guished at Jerufalem in difgrace and exile ; and 
the (ceptre of Conftantinople was in the hands of 
a ftranger. She directed her eyes towards Car- 
thage ; fecretly implored the aid of the king of 
the Vandals ; and perfuaded Genferic to improve 
the fair opportunity of difguifing his rapacious 
defigns by the fpecious names of ^honour , juftice ^ 
jind compaffion *. Whatever abilities Maximus 
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might have shewn in a fubordinate (lation , he was chap. 
found incapable of adminiftering an empire ; and x^xvi, 
though he might eafily have been informed of 
the naval preparations , which were made on the 
oppofite shores of Africa, he expected with fu- 
pine indifference the approach of the enemy, 
without adopting any meafures of defence , of ne- 
gociation , or of a timely retreat. AVhen the Van- 
dals difembarked at the mouth of the Tyber , the 
emperor was fudderjly roufed from his lethargy 
by the clamours of a trembling and exafperated 
multitude. The only hope which prefented it- 
felf to his aftonished mind was that of a preci- 
pitate flight, and he exhorted the fenators to 
imitate the example of their prince. But no 
fooner did Maximus appear in the ftreets , than 
he was aflaulted by a shower of ftones : a Roman, 
or a Burgundian, foldier claimed the honour of 
the firft wound ; his mangled body was ignomi- 
niously caft into the Tyber ; the Roman people 
\ rejoiced in the punishment which they had in- - 
^ flicted on the author of the public calamities ; 
and the domeftics of Eudoxia fignalized their 
zeal in the fervice of their miftrefs ^ 

On the third day after the tumult, Genferic sack of 
boldly advanced from the port of Oftia to the ^°*"^ ^"^ 
gates of the defencelefs city. Inflead of a fally dais, 
of the Roman youth, there iflued from the gates a d. 4<;^, 
an unarmed and venerable proceffion of the bishop '"""'' 
at the head of his clergy *. The fearlefs fpirit of 
Leo , his authority and eloquence , a(jain mitigated 
the fiercenefs of a Barbarian conqueror : the king 
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CHAP, of the Vandals promifed to fpare the unrefifting 
XXXVI. multitude , to protect the buildings from fire , and 
'/•to exempt the captives from torture; and although 
fuch orders were neither feriously given, nor 
ftrictly obeyed , the mediation of Leo was glorious 
to himfelf , and in forae degree beneficial to his 
country. But Rome, and its inhabitants, were 
delivered to the licentioufnefs of the Vandals and 
Moors , whofc blind paffions revenged the injuries 
of Carthage. The pillage lafted fourteen days 
and nights ; and all that yet remained of public 
or private wealth, of facred or profane treafure, 
was diligently tranfported to the veffels of Gen- 
feric. Among the fpoils , the fplendid relics of 
two temples, or rathcrof two religions, exhibited 
a memorable example of the viciffitude of human 
and divine things Since the abolition of Pa- 
ganifm , the Capitol had been violated and aban- 
doned ; yet the ftatues of the gods and heroes 
were ftill refpected, and the curious roof of gilt 
bronze was referved for the rapacious hands of 
Genferic \ The holy inftruments of the Jewish 
worship', the gold table, and the gold candle- 
flick with feven branches , originally framed ac- 
cording to the particular inftructionS of God him- 
felf, and which were placed in the fanctuary of 
his temple, had been ofkntatiously difplayed to 
the Roman people in the triumph of Titus. They 
were afterwards dcpofited in the temple of Peace , 
and at the end of four hundred years , the fpoils 
of Jerufalem were transferred from Rorpe to Car- 
thage, by a Barbarian who derived his origin 
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from the shores of the Baltic. Thefe ancient chap. 
monuments might attract the notice of curiofity, xxxvi. 
as well as of avarice. But the Chriftian churches , 
enriched and adorned by the prevailing fuperfti- 
tiqn of the times, afforded more plentiful mate- 
rials for facrilege ; and the pious liberality of 
pope Leo, who melted fix filvervafes, the gift of 
Conftantine, each of an hundred pounds weight, 
is an evidence of the damage which he attempted , 
to repair. In the forty-five years , that had elapfed 
fince the Gothic invafion , the pomp and luxury of 
-Rome were in fome meafure rcftored ; and it was 
difficult either to efcape, or to Cuisfy, the avarice 
of a conqueror, who pofTeffed Jcifure to collect, 
and ships to tranfport, the wealih of the capital. 
The imperial ornaments of the palace, tlie mag- 
nificent furniture and wardrobe, the fideboards of 
mafly plate, were accumulated with difordcrly ra- 
pine : the gold and filver anjounted to feveral 
ihoufand talents ; yet even the brafs and copper 
were laboriously removed. Eudoxia berfelf, who 
advanced to meet her friend and deliverer, foon 
bewailed the imprudence of her own conduct* 
She was rudely ftripped of her jewels ; and the 
unfortunate emprefs, with her two daughters, the 
only furviving remains of the great Theodofius, 
Was compelled , as a captive, to follow the haughty 
Vandal ; who immediately hoifted fail , and re- 
turned with a profperous navigation to the port 
of Carthage*. Many thoufand Romans of both 
fexes , chofen for fome ufeful or agreeable qualifi- 
cations , reluctantly embarked on board the fleet 
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of Genferic ; and their diftrefs was aggravated by 
the unfeeling Barbarians, who, in the divifiion of 
the booty, feparated the wives from their huf- 
bands, and the children from their parents. The 
charity of Deogratias , bishop of Carthage '% was 
their only confolation and fupport. He generously 
fold the gold and filver plate of the church to pur- 
chafe the freedom of fome , to alleviate the slavery 
of others , and to aflift the wants and infirmities of 
a captive multitude, whofe health was impaired 
by the hardships which they had fuflfered in the 
paffage from Italy to Africa. By his order, two 
fpacious churches were converted into hofpitals : 
the fick were diftributed in convenient beds , and 
liberally fupplied with food and medicines ; and 
the aged prelate repeated his vifits both in the day 
and night , with an affiduity that furpaffed his 
flrengtli , and a tender fympathy which enhanced 
the value of his fervices. Compare this fcene 
with the field of Cannae ; and judge between Han- 
nibal and the fucceffor of St Cyprian ". 

The deaths of ^tius and Valentinian had re* 
laxed the ties which held the Barbarians of Gaul 
in peace and fubordination. The feacoaft was 
infefted by the Saxons ; the Alemanni and the 
Franks advanced from the Rhine to the Seine j 
and the ambition of the Goths feemed to meditate 
more extenfive and permanent conquefts. The 
emperor Maximus relieved himfelf , by a judicious 
choice , from the weight of thefe diftant cares; he 
filenced the folicitations of his friends , liftened to 
the voice of fame , and promoted a ftranger to the 
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general command of the forces in Gaul. Avi- chap. 
tus " , the ftranger , whofc merit was fo nobly re- ^xxvi. 
warded , defcended from a wealihy and honourable 
family in the diocefe of Auvergne. The convul- 
fions of the times urgied him to embrace , with the 
fame ard(pur, the civil and military profeflioni; 
and the indefatigable youth blended the ftudies of 
literature and jurifprudence with the cxercife of 
arms and hunting. Thirty years of his life were 
laudably fpent in the public fervicc ; he alternately 
difplayed his talents in war and negociation ; and 
the foldier of ^tius , after executing the moft im- 
portant embaflies , was raifed to the ftation of 
Praetorian prsefect of Gaul. Either the merit of 
Avitus excited envy , or his moderation was defi- 
rous of repofe , fince he calmly retired to an eftate, 
which he poffeflTed in the neighbourhood of Cler- 
mont. A copious ftream , iffuing from the moun- 
tain, and falling headlong in many a loud and 
foaming cafcade^'difcharged its waters into a lake 
about two miles in length , and the villa wasplea- 
fantly featcd on the margin of the lake. The 
baths ,^ the porticoes, the fummer and winter 
apartments, were adapted to the purpofes of luxury 
and ufe; and the adjacent country afforded the • 
various profpects of woods, paftures, and mea- 
dows *'. In this retreat, where Avitus amufed his 
leifure with books, rural f{>orts , the practice of ^ 

husbandry , and the fociety of his friends **, he re- 
ceived the Imperial diploma, which conftituted 
him mafter- general of ihe cavalry and infantry 6f 
GauL He alfumed the military vcommand ; thQ 
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CHAP. Barbarians furpended their fury ; and whatever 
XXXVI. means he might employ , whatever concejQGoos he 
might be forced to make, the people enjoyed the 
benefits of actual tranquillity. But the fate of 
Gaul depended on the Vifigoths; and the Roman 
general , lefs attentive to his dignity than to the 
public intercft , did not difdain to vifit Thouloufe 
in the character of an ambaffador. He was re- 
ceived with courteous hofpitality by Theodoric, 
*the king of the Goths ; but while Avitus laid the 
foundations of a folid alliance with that powerful 
nation , he was aftonished by the intelligence , that 
the emperor Maximus was slain , and that Rome 
had been pillaged by the Vandals. A vacant 
throne , which he might afcend without guilt or 
danger, tempted his ambition '^ ; and the Vifi- 
goths were eafily perfuaded to fupport his claim 
by their irrefiftible* fufFrage. They loved the per- 
A.D. 45?, fon of Avitus; they rcfpected his virtues; and 
Augaft 15. ^i^ey were not infenfible of the advantage , as well 
as honour, of giving an emperor to the Weft. 
^ The feafon was now approaching, in which the 
annual affembly oF the feven provinces was held 
at Aries ; their deliberations might perhaps be in- 
• fluenced by the prefence of Theodoric, and his 

martial brothers; but their choice would naturally 
incline to the moft iiluftrious of their countrymen. 
Avitus , after a decent refiftance , accepted the 
Imperial diadem from the reprefentatives of Gaul; 
and his election was ratified by the acclamations 
of the. Barbarians and provincials. The formal 
confent of Marcian, emperor of the Eaft, was 

folicited 
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foHcitcd and obtained : buttheferiate, Rome, and 
Italy, though humbled by»th^lr recent calamities, 
fubmitted with a fccret murmur to the prefump- 
tion of the Gallic ufurper. .' , : 

Thcodoric, to whom Avitus ,was indebted for 
the purple, had acquired the Gothic fceptre by 
the murder of his elder .brother Torifmond ; and 
he juftified this atrocious deed by the defign 
which his predeceffor had formed of violating his 
alliance with the empire '*• Such a crin>e rtjight 
not be incompatible with the virtues of a Barba-. 
rian ; but the manners^ of Theodoric were gedtic 
and humane; and pofterity may contemplate with* 
out terror the original picture of a Gothic king ^ 
whom Sidonius had intimately obferved, in the 
hours of peace and'of focial intcrcourfe. In an 
epiflle, dated from the court of Thouloufe, ,tbe 
orator fatisfies the curiofity of one of his friends » 
in the following defcription '^: "By the majefty 
,5 of his appearance, Theodoric would comrtiand 
,, the refpect of thofe who are ignorant of his 
^ merit; and although he is born a prince, his 
» merit would dignify a private ftation. . He is 

of a middle ftature , his body appears rather 
,) plump' than fat , and in his well - proportioned 
fy limbs agility is united with mufcular ftrength '** 
» If you examine his countenance , you will dif* 
55 tinguish a high forehead , large shaggy eye* 
» brows , an aquiline nofe , thin lips , a regular 
55 fet of white teeth , and a fair completion ^ that 
35 blushes more frequently from raodefty than 
55 from angen The ordinary diftribufcion of hil 
Vol. VL 1 
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CHAP. „ time, as far as it is expofed to the public vicvr, 
*^^^'' „ may be concifely rcprefented. Before • day- 
„ break , he repairs , with a fmall train , to his 
^, domedic chapel, where the fervice is performed 
J, by the Arian clergy; but thofe who prefume 
„ t6 interpret his fecret fentiments , confider this 
„ affiduous devotion as the effect of habit and po- 
5, licy. The reft of the morning is employed in 
J, the adminiftration of his kingdom. His chair 
3, is furrounded by fome military officers of decent 
„ afpect and behaviour : the noify crowd of his 
5, Barbarian guards occupies the hall of audience; 
„ but they are not permitted to ftand within the 
,, veils or curtains , that- conceal the council- 
,j chamber from vulgar eyes. The ambaffadors 
„ of the nations are fucceffively introduced : Thco- 
j> doric liftens with attention , anfwers them with 
„ difcreet brevity, and either announces or de- 
„ lays , according to the nature of their bufi- 
„ nefs , his final refolution. About eight ( the 
„ fecondhour) he rifes from his throne , and vifits, 
5, either his treafury, or his ftables. If he chufes 
„ to hunt , or at leaft to exercife himfelf on horfe- 
/ „ back, his bow is carried by a favourite youth ; 
„ but when the game is marked , he bends it with 
„ his own hand , and ieldom mifles the object of 
3, his aim : as a king , he difdains to bear arms 
9, in fuch ignoble warfare ; but' as a foldier , he 
„ would blush to accept any military fervice which 
- „ he could perform himfelf. On common days^ 
,, his dinner is not different from the repaft of a 
», private citizen ; but every Saturday many 
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„ honourable guefts are invited to the royal table , c H A K 
,» which , on thefe occafions , is fcrved with the xxxvL 
,» elegance of Greece, the plenty of Gaul, and 
,, the order and diligence of Italy '\ The gold 
„ or filver plate is lefs remarkable for its weight, 
,1 than for the brightnefs and curious workman- 
,> ship : the tafte is gratified without the help of 
„ foreign and coftly luxury ; the fize and number' 
5, of the cups of wine are regulated with a Utitt 
5) regard to the laws of temperance ; and the re- 
„ fpectful filence that prevails , is interrupted only 
„ by grave and inftructive converfation. Ahet 
J, dinner, Theodoric fometimes indulges himfelf 
J, in a short slumber $ and as foon as he wakes , he 
5, calls £qx the dice and tables , encourages his 
5, friends to forget the royal majcfty, and is de*' 
,, lighted when they fireejy exprefs the palEons , 
;, which are excited by the incidents of play. At 
„ this game, which he loves as the image of war^ 
„ he alternately difplays bis eagernefs , his skill,. 
,, his patience, and his cheerful temper. If he 
J, lofes , he laughs : he is modeft arvd filent , if he 
5, wins. Yet , notwithftanding this Teeming indif* 
.-„ ference, his courtiers chufe to folicit any fa* 
„ vourin the moments of victory; and 1 myfelf, 
^, in my applications to the king, have derived 
J, fome benefit from my lofies **. About the 
5, ninth hour (three o'clock) the tide of bufinefg 
„ again returns, and flows inceflantly till after 
„ fun-fet, when the fignal of the royal fuppcr 
„ difmilTes the weary crowd of fuppliants and 
^, pleaders. At the fupper ^ a more familiaf 

I a 
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CHAP. „ repaft, buffoons and pantomimes are fometimes 
^""^^^ „ introduced, to divert, not to offend, the com- 
„ pany , by their ridiculous wit : but female 
„ fingers , and the foft effeminate modes of mu« 
„ fic , are fevcrely banished , and fiich- martial 
„ tunes as animate the foul to deeds of valour are 
5, alone grateful to the ear of Theodoric. He' 
5, retires from table ; and the nocturnal guards 
5, arc immediately pofted at the entrance of the 
5, treafury , the palace , and the private apart- 
y^ ments. 
fliisext»e. When the king of the Vifigoths encouraged 
s tk *"*° Avitus to affurae the purple , he offered his per- 
A. IK4S«. ton and his forces , as a faithful foldier of the re- 
public *\ The exploits of Theodoric foon con- 
vinced the world , that he had not degenerated 
from the warlike virtues of his anceftors. After 
the eftablishment of the Goths in Aquitain , and 
jthe paffage of the Vandals into Africa , the 
. Suevi , who had fixed their kingdom in Gallicia , 
afpired to the conqueft of Spain , - and threatened 
to .e3itinguish the feeble remains of the Roman 
doniinion. The provincials of Carthagena and 
Tarragona, afflicted by an hoftile invafion , repre?* 
fented their injuries and their . apprehenfions. 
Count Eronto was difpatched, in the name of the 
emperor Avitus , with advantageous offers of 
peace and alliance ; and Theodoric interpofed his 
^weighty mediation , to declare , that , unlcfs his bro- 
ther - in-law , the king of the Suevi , [immediately 
retired , he should be obliged to arm in the caufe 
pf juftice and of Rome. ^ Tell iiim , " , replied 
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the haughty Rechiarius , ** that I defpife his friend- c h a P. 
„ ship and his arms ; but thai I shall foon try , xxxvi. 
„ whether he will dare to expect my arrival under 
„ the walls of Thouloufe. " Such a challenge 
urged Theodoric to prevent the bold defigns of 
his enemy : he paffed the Pyrenees at the head of 
the Vifigoths : the Franks and Burgundians ferved 
under his llandard ; and though he profefled him* 
felf the dutiful fervant of Avitus, he privately 
flipulated , for himfelf and his fucceflbrs , the ab- 
folute poffeflion of his Spanish conquefts. The ' 

two armiea, or rather the two nations, cncoun* 
tered each other on the banks of the river Urbi- 
cus , about twelve miles from Aftorga ; and the 
decifive victory of the Goths appeared for a while 
to have extirpated the name and kingdom of the 
Suevi. From the field of battle Theodoric ad- 
vanced to Braga , their metropolis , which ftill re* 
tained the fplendid veftiges of its ancient com- 
merce and dignity **. His entrance was not pol-»* 
luted with blood , and the Goths refpccted the 
chaftity of their female captives, more efpecially 
of the confecrated virgins : but the greateft part 
of the clergy and people were made slaves , and 
even the churches and altars were confounded in 
the univerfal pillage. The unfortunate king of 
the Suevi had efcaped to one of the ports of the 
ocean ; but the obftinacy of the winds oppofed his 
flight; be was delivered to his implacable rival ; 
and Rechiarius ^ who neither defired nor expected 
mercy, received, with manly coriftancy , the death 
which he would probably h^ve inflicted. After 
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this bloody facrifice to policy or refentment, 
Theodoric carried his victorious arms as far as 
Merida, the principal town of Lufitania, without 
meeting any refiftancc, except from the miracu- 
lous powers of St. Eulalia ; but he was (lopped in 
the full career of fuccefs , and recalled from Spain, 
before he could provide for the fecurity of his 
conquefts. In his retreat towards the Pyrenees 
be revenged his difappointroent on the country 
through which he paffed , and in the fack of Pol- 
lentia and Aftorga, he shewed himfelf a faithlefs 
ally , as well as a cruel enemy, Whilft the king 
of the Vifigoths fought and vanquished in the 
name of Avitus , the reign of Avitus had expired ; 
and both the honour and the in tereft of Theodoric 
were deeply wounded by the difgrace of a friend, 
whom he had feated on the throne of the Weftera 
empire *'. 

The prefling folicitations of the fenate and peo- 
ple , perfuaded the emperor Avitus to fix his refi* 
dence at Rome, and to accept the confulship for 
the enfuing year. On the firft day of January , 
his fon r in - law , Sidonius Apollinaris, celebrated 
bis praifes in a panegyric of fix hundred verfes; 
but this compofition , though it was rewarded with 
a brafs f^atue ** , feems to contain a very moderate 
prpportion , either of genius or of truth. The 
poet , if we may degrade that facred name , exag* 
gerates the merit of a fovereign and a father ; and 
his proph-cy of a long and glorious reign was 
foon contradicted by the event. Avitus, at a tinic 
Vrhen the Imperial dignity was reduced to a 
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pre-eminence o£toil and danger, indulged hinsfelf c hak 
in the pleafures of Italian Juxury : age had not ^xxvi, 
extinguished his amorous inclinations; and he is 
accufed of infulting , with indifcreet and ungene- 
rous raillery, the husbands whofe wives he had 
feduced or violated *^ But the Romans were not 
inclined , either to'excufe his faults, or to ac^ 
knowledge his virtues. The feveral parts of the 
empire became every day more alienated from, 
each other J and the ftranger of Gaul was the ob- 
ject of popular hatred and contempt. The fenate 
averted their legitimate claim in the election of 
an emperor ; and their authority , which had been 
originally derived from the old conftitution , was 
again fortified by the actual weaknefs of a declin- 
ing monarchy. Yet even fuch a monarchy might 
have refilled the votes of an unarmed fenate, if 
their difcontent had not been fupported , or per-> 
haps inflamed, by Count Riciraer, one of the 
principal commanders of the Barbarian troops, 
who formed the military defence of Italy. The 
daughter of Wallia , king of the Vifigoths , was 
the mother of Ricimer ; but he was defcended , 
on the father's fide , from the nation of the Sjuevi " : 
his pride, or patriotifm, might be exafperated by 
the misfortunes of his countrymen ; and he obeyed, 
with reluctance, an emperor, in whofe elevation 
he had not been confulted. His faithful and im- 
portant fervices againft the common enemy , ren-, 
dered him flill more formidable *^; and, after d.e- 
ilroying, on the coaft of Corfica, a fleet of Van- 
4als, which confifted of fixty gallies, Ricimer 

I4 
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returned in triumph with the appellation of theDe- 
xxxvt liverer of Italy. He chofe ihat moment to fignify 
to Avitus , that his reign was at an end ; and the 
feeble emperor , at a diftance from his Gothic al- 
lies, was compelled, after a short and unav^ailing 
flruggle , to abdicate the purple. By the cle- 
mency, however, or the contempt , ofRicimer**, 
he was permitted to defcend from the throne , to 
the more defirablc ftation of bishop of Placentia : 
but the refentment of the fenate was ftill unfatif- 
fied ; and their inflexible feverity pronounced the 
fentence of his death. He fled towards the Alps , 
with the humble hope, not of arming the Vifi- 
^ goths in his caufe, but of fecuring bis perfon and 
treafures in the fanctuary of Julian , one of the 
tutelar faints of Auvergne **. Difeafe, or the 
hand of the executioner, arrefted him on the road; 
yet his remains were decently tranfported to Bri- 
vas, or Brioude, in his native province, and he 
repofed at the feet of his holy patron ''. Avitus 
left only one daughter , the wife of Sidonius 
Apollinaris , who inherited the patrimony of his 
father-in-law; lamenting, at the fame time, the 
difappointment of his public and private expec- 
tations. His refentment prompted him to join , 
or at leaft to cbuntenance , the meafures of a 
rebellious faction in Gaul ; and the poet had con- 
tracted fome' guilt , which it was incumbent on 
him to expiate, by a new tribute of flattery to 
the fucceeding emperor *'. 
chatactef The fuccefTor of Avitus prefents the welcome 
difcovery of a great and heroic character, fuch as 
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fotnetimes arife in a degenerate age , to vindicate c b a p. 
the honour of the human fpecies. The emperor xxxvi. 
Majorian has deferved the praifes of his contem- Majorian , 
poraries, and of poftcrity; and thefe praifes may a'.d.4$7. 
be ftrongly expreffed in the words of a judicious 
and difinterefted hiftorian : " That he was gentle 
3> to his fubjects ; that he was terrible to his ene- 
33 mies; and that he excelled in every virtue, all 
53 his predeceflbrs who had reigned over the 
9> Romans **. " §uch a teftimony may juftify at 
Icaft the panegyric of Sidonius; and we may 
acquiefce in the affurance , that, although the 
obfequious orator would have flattered, with equal 
zeal, the moil worthlefs of princes, the extraordi- 
nary merit of his object confined him, on this 
occafion, within the bounds of truth ". Majorian 
derived his name from his maternal grandfather; 
who, in the reign of the great Thcodofius, had 
commanded the troops of the Illyrian frontier. 
He gave his daughter in marriage to the father 
of Majorian, a refpectable officer, who adminif- 
tered the revenues of Gaul with skill and inte- 
grity, and generously preferred the friendship of 
^tius , to the tempting offers of an infidious 
court. His fon, the future emperor, who was 
educated in the profefEon, of arms, difplayed, from 
his early youth , intrepid courage , premature 
wifdom , and unbounded liberality in a fcanty 
fortune. He followed the ftandard of iEtius , con- 
tributed to his fuccefs , shared , and fometimes 
eclipfed, his glory, and at laft excited the jealoufy 
of thfe patrician, or rather of his wife, who forced 
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CHAP, him to retire from the fervicc '*. Majorian , after 
xxxvj. jj^g death of ^tius , was recalled , and promoted i 
and his intimate connection with count Ricimer, 
wjs the immediate ftcp by which he afcended the 
throne of the Weftern empire. During the va- 
• cancy that fucceeded the abdication of Avitds, 
the ambitious Barbarian , whofe birth excluded 
him from the Imperial dignity , governed Italy , 
with the title of Patrician ; rcfigned, to his friend, 
the confpicuous ftation of matter - general of the 
cavalry and infantry; and, after an interval of 
fome months, confented to the unanimous wish 
of the Romans , whofe faVour Majorian had foli- 
citcd by a recent victory over the Alemanni '*. 
He was inverted with the purple at Ravenna; 
and the epiftle which he addreffed to the fenate, 
will beft defcribe his fituation and his fenti- 
ments. " Your election, Confcript Fathers! and 
,5 the ordirtance of the moft valiant army , have 
53 made me your emperor ". May the propitious 
» Deity direct and profper the counfels and 
55 events of my adminiftration , to your advan- 
M tage, and to the public welfare! For my own 
w part, I did not afpire-, I have fubmitted, to 
,5 reign ; nor should 1 have difcharged the obli* 
33 gations of a Vitizen , if I had refufed , with 
» bafe and felfish ingratitude , to fupport the 
n weight of thofe labours , which were impofed 
M by the republic. Aflift, therefore, the prince 
3) whom you have made ; partake the. duties 
3) which you have enjoined; and may our com* 
93 mon endeavours promote the happinefs pi, an 
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53 empire , which I have accepted from your chap. 

33 hands. Be affured , that , in our times , juftice xxxvi. 

33 shall refume her ancient vigour, and that virtue 

33 shall become not only innocent , but meritori- 

>3 ous. Let n6ne, except the authors themfelves, 

33 be apprehenfive of delations " , which , as a 

33 fubject, I have always condemned, and, as a 

33 prince, will feverely punish. Our own vigilance, 

33 and that of our father, the patrician Ricimer, 

33 shall regulate all military affairs, and provide 

33 for the fafety of the Roman world , which we 

33 have faved from foreign and domeftic enemies ". 

33 You now underftand the maxims of my govern- 

33 ment: you may confide in the faithful love 

33 and (incere affurances of a prince , who has 

33 formerly been the companion of your • life and 

33 dangers; who ftill glories in the name of fenat- 

33 or , and whb is anxious, that you should never 

33 repent of the judgment which you have pro- 

33 nounced in his favour. *' The emperor, who, 

amidft the ruins of the Roman world, revived the 

ancient language of law and liberty, which Trajan 

would not have difclaimed , muft have derived 

thofe generous fentiments from his own heart; 

fmce they were not fuggefted to his imitation by 

the' cuftoms of his age, or the example of his 

predeceffors '*. 

The private and public actions of Majorian are His fain- 
very imperfectly known: but his laws, remarkable **2^ '*^^' 
for an original caft of thought and expreflion , 457—^461; 
faithfully reprefent the character of a fovereign , 
who loved his people, who fympathized in their 
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CHAP, diftrefs, who had (ludied the caufes of the decline 
XXXVI. ^£ ^j^g empire, and who was capable of applying, 
( as far as fuch reformation was practicable ) ju- 
dicious and effectual remedies to the public 
diforders **. His regulations concerning the finan- 
ces manifcftly tended to remove , or at leaft to 
mitigate, the moft intolerable grievances. L From 
the firft hour of his reign , he was folicitous 
(I translate hi» own words) to relieve the weary 
fortunes of the provincials, opprefied by the ac- 
cumulated weight of indictions and fuperindic- 
tions *'. With this view , he granted an univerfal 
amnefty , a final and abfolute difcharge of all 
arrears of tribute , of all debts, which^ under any 
pretence , the fifcal officers might demand from 
the people. This wife dereliction of obfolete, 
vexatious , and unprofitable claims , improved 
and purified the fources of the public revenue; 
and the fubject , who could now look back 
without defpair , might labour with hope and 
gratitude for himfelf and for his country. II. In 
the affefsment and collection of taxes Majorian 
reftored the ordinary jurifdiction of the provincial 
maglflrates; and fuppreffed the extraordinary conj- 
miffions which had been introduced, in the name 
of the emperor himfelf, or of the Praetorian prae- 
fects. The favourite fervants, who obtained fuch 
irregular powers, were infolent in their behaviour, 
and arbitrary in their demands: they affected to 
defpife the fubordinate tribunals, and they were 
difcontented , if their fees and profits did not 
twice exceed the fum which they condefcended 
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to pay into the treafury. One inftahce of their c H a ?. 
extortion wouW appear incredible, were it not ^^^^•^• 
'authenticated by the legislator himfelf. They ex^ 
acted the whole payment in gold: but they refufed 
the current coin of the empire , and would accept 
only fuch ancient pieces as were ftaraped with 
the names of Fauftina or the Antonines. The 
fubject, who was unprovided with thefe curious 
medals, had recourfe to the expedient of com- 
pounding with their rapacious demands; or, if 
he fucceeded in the refearch , his impofition was 
doubted, according to the weight and value of 
the money of former times **• III. *' The muni« 
,9 cipal corporations (fays the emperor), the lefler 
93 fenates ( fo antiquity has juftly ftyled them ) , 
iy deferve to be confidered as the heart of the 
» cities , and the finews of the republic. And 
» yet fo low are they* now reduced , by theinjuft. ^ 
55 ice of magiftrates, and the venality of collect* 
9» ors, that many of their members, renouncing 
,5 their dignity and their country, have taken 
55 refuge in diftant and obfcure exile. "He urges, 
and even compels, their return to their refpec- 
tive cities; but he removes the grievance which 
had forced t]|em to defert the exercife of their 
municipal functions. They are. directed^ under 
the authority of the provincial magiftrates, to ^ 
refume their office of levying the tribute; but, 
inftead of being made refponfible for the whole 
fum affeffcd oh their diftrict, they are only required 
to produce a regular account of the payments 
which they have actually received, and of the 
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G H A p. defaulters who arc ftill indebted to the public. 

xxxvL JV. But Majorian was not ignoraiit , that thcfe 
corporate bodies were too much incHned to reta^' 
liate the injuftice and oppreffion which they had 
fuffered ; and he therefore revives the ufeful office 
of the defenders of cities. He exhorts the people to 
elect , in a full and free aflenobly , fome man of 
difcretion and integrity , who would dare to 
affert their privileges, to reprefent their griev- 
ances, to protect the poor from the tyranny of 
the rich, and to inform the emperor of the abufes 
that were committed under the fanction of his 
name and authority. 

Thecdi- The fpectator, who cafts a mournful view over 

fices of ^jjg ruins of ancient Rome , is tempted to accufe 
the memory of the Goths and Vandals , for the 
mifchief which they had neither leifure , nor 
I power, nor perhaps inclination, to perpetrate. The 
temped of war might ftrike fome lofty turrets to 
the ground; but the deftruction which undermined 
the foundations of thofc riiafly fabrics, was pro- 
fecuted, slowly and filently, during a period of 
ten centuries ; and the motives of intereft , that 
afterwards operated without shame or controul , 
were feverely checked by the taftij and fpirit of 
the emperor Majorian. The decay of the city had 
gradually impaired the value of the public works. 
The circus and theatres might ftill excite , but 
they feldom gratified , the defires of the people : 
the temples, which had efcaped the zeal of the 
Chriftians, were no longer inhabited either by 
or men.; the diminished crowds of the 
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Romans were loft in the immenre fpace of their chap. 
baths and porticoes ; and the ftately libraries and* . xxxvi. 
halls of juftlce became ufelefs to an indolent 
generation, whofe repofe was feldom difturbed, 
cither by ftudy , or bufmefs? The nonuroents 
of confular , or Imperial , greatnefs were no 
longer revered , as the immortal glory of the 
capital ; they were only efteemed as an inexhauft- 
ible mine of materials , cheaper , and more 
convenient , than the diftant quarry. Specious 
petitions were continually addrefTed to the eafy 
magiftrates of Rome , which 'ftated the want of 
fiones or bricks for fome neceffary fervice : the 
faireft forms of architecture were rudely defaced 
for the fake of fome paltry, or pretended, repairs; 
and the degenerate Romans, who converted the 
fpoil to their own emolument, demolished, with 
facrilegious hands, the labours of their anceftors. 
Majorian, who had often fighed over the defola- 
tion. of the city, applied a fevere remedy to the 
growing evil *'. He referved to the prince and 
fcnate the fole cognifance of the extreme cafes which 
might juftify the d< ftruction of an ancient edifice ; 
impofed a fine of fifty pounds of gold ( two 
thoufand pounds fterling ) , on every magiftrate, 
who should prefunae to grant fuch illegal and 
fcandalous licence; and threatened to chaftife the 
.criminal obedience of their fubordinate officers, 
by a fevere whipping, and the amputation of 
both their hands. In the laft inftance, the legit 
lator might feem to forget the proportion of guilt 
and punishment; but his zeal arofe from a 
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CHAP, generous principle ,' and Majorian was anxious 
XXXVI. ^Q protect the monuments of thofe ages, in which 
he would have defired and deferved to live. The 
emperor conceived, that it was his intereft to 
increafe the ntimb#r of his fubjects ; that it \<ras 
his duty to guard the purity of the marriage-bed : 
tiut the means which he employed to accomplish 
thefe falutary purpofes , are of an ambiguous, 
and perhaps exceptionable, kind. The pious maids, 
who confecrated their virginity to Chrift, were 
reftrained from taking the veil , • till they had 
reached their fortieth yean Widows under that 
age were compelled to form a fecond alliance 
within the term of five years, by the forfeiture 
of half their wealth to their neareft relations, or 
to the ftate. Unequal marriages were condemned 
or annulled. The punishment of confifcation and 
exile was deemed fo inadequate to the guilt of 
adultery, that, if the criminal returned to Italy, 
he might, by the exprefs declaration of Majorian, 
be slain with impunity **. 
Majorian While the emperor Majorian afliduously la- 
prepves boured to reftore the happinefs and virtue of the 
A^lici^^ Romans, he encountered the arms of Genfcric, 
A. D. 457. from his character and fituation , their moft formi- 
dable enemy. A fleet of Vandals and Moors landed 
at the mouth of the Liris, or Garigliano : but the 
Imperial troops furpriXed and attacked the difor-. 
de'rly Barbarians, who were encijmbered with the 
fpoils of Campania ; they were chafed with 
slaughter to their sdhips, and their leader, the 
king's brother-in-law* was found in the number 

of 
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of the slain *'• Such vigilance might announce chap. 
the character of the new reign j^ but the ftricteft * ^*^^^' 
vigilance ^ an^ the mod numerous forces , were 
infufficicnt to protect the long - extended coaft 
of Italy , from the depredations of a naval wan , 
The public opinion had impofed a nobler and 
more ardiious ta^k on the genius of Majorian. 
Rome expected from him alone the reflitution 
of Africa ; and the defign , which he formed , 
of attacking the Vandals in their new fettle- 
ments , was the refult of bold and judicious po« 
licy. If the intrepid emperot could have infufed 
his own fpirit into the youth of Italy; if he could 
have revived , in the field of Mars , the manly , 
exercifes in which he had always furpa(](pd his 
equals ; he might have marched againft Genfcric 
at the head of a Roman army. Such a reforma* 
tion of national manners might be embraced by 
the rifing generation ; but it is the misfortune of 
thofe princes who laboriously fuftain a declining 
monarchy, that, to obtain fome immediate ad- 
vantage , or to avert fome impending danger , 
they are forced to countenance, and even to mul- 
tiply , the mod pernicious abufes. Majorian , 
like the weakeft of his predeceflbrs , was reduced. 
to the diTgraceful expedient of fubftituting Bar-^ ' 
barian auxiliaries in the place of his unwarlike 
fubjects : and his fuperior abilities could only be 
difplayed in the vigour and dexterity with which 
he wielded a dangerous inftrument, fo apt to 
recoil on the hand that ufcd it. Befides the cpn* 
federates, who >yere already engaged in the fervic^ 
Vol. VI. K 
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CHAP. , of the empire, the fahie of Jiis liberality and 
xxxvL valour attracted the nations of the Danube, the 
Boryfthenes , and perhaps of the Tanais. Many 
thoufands of the bravcft fubjects of Attila, the 
Gepidae , the Oftrogoths , the Rugians , the Bur- 
gundian$, the Suevi, the Aiarii, aflembled in the 
plains of Liguria; and their formidable ftrength 
Vras balanced by their mutual animofities **. They 
. paffed the Alps in a fevere winter. The emperor 
fed the way, on foot, and in complete armour; 
founding, with his long ftafF, the depth of the 
ice, or fnow, and encouraging the Scythians , 
who complained of the extreme cold, by the 
cheerful aflurance, that they should be fatisfied 
with liie heat of Africa. The citizens of Lyons 
had prefumed to shut their gates : they foon im- 
plored, and experienced, the clemency of Majo- 
rian. He vanquished Theodoric in the field; 
and admitted to his friendship and alliance, a 
king whom he had found not unworthy of his 
- arms. The beneticial , though precarious , re- 
union of the greateft part of Gaul and Spain , was 
the cfifect of perfuafion , as well as of force *' ; 
and the independent Bagaudae, who had efcaped, 
or refilled , the oppreflion of former reigns , were 
difpofed to. confide in the virtues of Majorian. 
His camp was filled with Barbarian: allies; his 
throne was fupported by the zeal of an affectionate 
people ; but the emperor had forefeep , that it 
was impoflSble , without a maritime power , to 
atchieve the conqueft of Africa. In the firft. Punic 
war, the republic had exerted fuch incredible 
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diligence , that , within fixty days after the firft c tt A t». 
firoke of the axe had been given in the foreft j xxxvi; 
a fleet of one hundred and fixty gallies proudly 
rode at anchor in the fca **. Under drcuroftances 
m'uch lefs favourable , Majorian equalled thd 
fpirit and plerfeverance of the ancient Romans. 
The woods of the Apennine were felled; the 
iarfenals and manufactures of Ravenna and Mife- 
num were rcftored; Italy and Gaul vied with 
each other in liberal contributions to the public 
fervice; and the Imperial navy of three hundred 
large gallies , with an adequate proportion of 
tranfports and fmaller Veffels , Was collected in 
th^ fecure and capacious harbour of Carthagena 
in Spain *'. The intrepid countenance of Ma- 
jorian animated his troops with a confidence of 
victory ; and if we might credit the hiftorian 
Prqcopius , his courage fometimes hurried him 
beyond the bounds of prudence. Anxious to 
explore , with his own ^yes , the ftate of the Van- 
dals, he ventured, after difguifing the colour of 
his hair , to vifit Carthage , in the character of 
his o"Wn ambaflador t and Genferic 'Was after- 
Wards mortified by the difcovery , that he had 
entertained and difmifTed the emperor of the 
Romans. Such an anecdote may be rejected as 
an improbable fiction; but it is a fiction which 
would not have been imagined , unlefs in the 
life of a hero ^*. 

Without the help of a perfonal interview, Gtti^ Tf'he iod of 
■feric was fufficiently acquainted with the genius ^** ^^''^ 
and defigns of his adverfary. He practifed hi» 

K 2 # 
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€HAP. cuftomary arts of fraud and delay, but he prac- 
XXXVI. ^jjgj them without fuccefs. His applications for 
peace became each hour more fubmiflive , and 
perhaps more fincere ; but the inflexible Majorian 
had adopted the ancient maxim, that Rome could 
not be fafe , as long as Carthage exifted in a 
hoftile ftate. The king of the Vandals diftrufted 
the valour of his native fubjects , who were ener- 
vated by the luxury of the South '* ; he fufpected 
the fidelity of the vanquished people , who ab- 
horred him as an Arian tyrant; and| the defperate 
meafure , which he executed ; of reducing IVIau- 
Titania into a defert '* , could not defeat the 
operations of the Roman emperor, who was at 
liberty to land his troops on any part of rhe Afiri^ 
can coaft. But Genferic was faved from im- 
pending and inevitable ruin, by the treachery of 
fome powerful fubjects ; envious, or appreben- 
five, of their mafter's fuccefs. Guided by their 
fecret intelligence , he furpriled the unguarded 
fleet in the bay ofCarthagena: many of the ships 
were funk , or taken , or burnt ; and the prepa- 
rations of three years were deftroyed in a fingle 
day ^\ After this event , the behaviour of the 
two antagonift^ shewed them fuperior to their 
fortune. The Vandal,. inftead of being elated by 
this accidental victory, immediately renewed his 
folicitations for peace. The emperor of the Weft, 
who was capable of forming great defigns , and of 
fupporting heavy difappointments , confented to 
a treaty, or rather to a fufpenfion of arms ; in the 
fall alTurance that , before he could reftore his 
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navy , he should be fupplied wkh provocations to c h A v. 
juftify a fecond war. Majorian returned to Italy, 
to profecute his labours for the public happinefs; 
and, as he was confcious of his own integrity, he 
might long remain ignorant of the dark confpi- 
racy which threatened his . throne and his life. 
The recent misfortune of Carthagcna fuliied the 
glory which had dazzled the eyes of the multi- 
tude : almofl; every defcription of civil and mili- 
tary officers were exafperated again ft the Re- 
former, fince they all derived fome advantage 
from the abufes which he endeavoured to fup- 
prefs ; and the patrician Ricimer impelled th^ 
inconftant paflions of the Barbarians againft a 
prince whom he efteemed and hated. The vir- 
tues of Majorian could not protect him from th« 
impetuous fedition , which broke out in the camp 
near Tortona, at the foot of the Alps. He was 
compelled to abdicate the Imperial purple : five 
days after his abdication , it was reported that he 
died of a dyfentery **; and the humble tomb, 
which covered his remains, was confecrated by 
the refpect and gratitude of fucceeding genera- 
tions ". The private character of Majorian in- 
fpired love and refpect. Malicious calumny and 
fatire excited his indignation , or , if he himfelf 
were the object , his contempt : but he protected 
the freedom of wit, and in the hours which the 
emperor gave to the familiar fociety of his friends, 
be could indulge his tafte for pleafantry, without 
degrading the majefty of his rank '*. 
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It was not perhaps without fome regret, that 
Riciraerfacrificed his friend to theintereft of his 
ambition: but herefolved, in a fecond choice, to 
avoid the imprudent preference of fuperior virtue 
and merit. Ai his command, the obfequious fenate 
of Rome bcftowed the Imperial title on Libius 
Severus, who afcended the throne of the Weft 
without emerging from the obfcurity of a private 
condition. Hiftory has fcarcely deigned to notice 
his birth , his elevation, his character , or his 
death. Severus expired , as foon as his life became 
inconvenient to his patron '^ ; and it would be 
ufelefs to difcriminate his nominal reign in the 
vacant interval of fix years, between the death 
of Majorian , and the elevation of Anthemius. 
During that period the government was in the 
hands of Ricimcr alone ; and although ^the modeft 
Barbarian difclaimed the name of king , he accu« 
mulated treafures , formed a feparate army , ne- 
gociated private alliances , and ruled Italy with 
the fame independent and defpotic authority, 
, which was afterwards exercifed by Odbacer and 
Theodoric. But his dominions were bounded by 
the Alps ; and two Roman generals , Marcellinus 
and ^gidius , maintained their allegiance to the 
Republic , by rejecting , with difdain , the phan- 
tom which he ftylcd an empieror. Marcellinus 
ftill adhered to the old religion ; and the devout 
Pagans, who fecretly difobeyed the laws of the 
church and ftate , applauded his profound skill in 
the fcience of divination. .But he poffeffed the 
more valuable qualifications of learning , virtue » 
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afid courage **; the ftudy of the Latin literature chaf» 
had improved his tafte.; and his military talents ^^^^'^ 
had recommended him to the efieem and confidence 
of the great £tius , in whofe ruin he was involved. 
By a timely flight, Marcellinus efcaped the rage 
of Valentinian, and boldly afierted his liberty 
amidft the convulfions of the Wcftern empire. 
His voluntary , or reluctant , fubmiflion , to the 
authority of Majorian , was rewarded "by the 
government of Sicily , and the cbmmand of an 
army, ftationed in that island to oppofe, or td 
attack , the Vandals; but his Barbarian merce- 
naries , after the emperor's death , were tempted 
to revolt by the artful liberality ^ of Ricimer. 
At the head of a band of faithful followers, the 
intrepid Marcellinus occupied the province of * 
Dalmatia, aflumed the title of patrician of the 
Weft, fecured the love of his fubjects by a milA 
and equitable reign , built a fleet , which claimed . 
the dominion of the Hadriatic, and alternately 
alarmed the coafts of Italy and of Africa **. 
£gidius , the mafter - general of Gaul , who md of 
equalled , or at leaft who imitated , the heroes |^^qj|" 
of ancient Rome '* , proclaimed his immortal 
refentment againft ihe aflaifins of his beloved 
mafter. A brave and numerous army was at- 
tached to his ftandard ; and , though he was pre- 
vented by the arts of Ricimer , and the arms of 
the Vifigoths , from marching to the gates of 
Rome, he maintained his indepMdent fovcreignty 
beyond the Alps , and rendered the name of 
£gidius reipecuble both in peace and war. The ' 

K4 



152 THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP. 
XXXVJ. 



Kaval war 
of the Van^ 
dais, 
A, D. 



Franks , viho had punished with exile the youth- 
ful follies of Childeric . , elected the Roman 
general for their king ; his vanity , rather than 
his ambition , was gratified by that fmgular ho« 
nour ; and when the nation , at the end of four 
years , repented of the injury which they had 
offered to the Merovingian family, he patiently 
acquiefced in the reiloration of the lawful prince. 
The authority of ^gidius ended only with his 
life ; and the fufpicions of poifon and fccret vio- 
lence, whiph derived fortie. countenance from the 
character of Ricimer , were eagerly entertained 
by the paflionate credulity of the Gauls *'. 

The kingdom of Italy, a name to which the 
Wcftern empire was gradually reduced , was 
afflicted , under the teign of Ricimer , by the 
inceffant depredations of the Vandal pirates **< 
In the fpring of ^ach year, they equipped a for- 
midable naVy in the port of Carthage; and Gcn- 
feric himfelf, though io a very advanced age, ftill 
commanded in perfon the moO; important expe- 
ditions. His defigns were concealed with im* 
penetrable fecrecy , till the moment that he 
boifted fail. When he was asked by his pilot, 
what courfe he should fteer^ ^' Leave the deter- 
n mination to the winds (replied the Barbarian, 
99 with pious arrogance ); ^A«/ will tranfport us 
,3 to the guilty coaft , whofe inhabitants have 
5j provoked the divine juftice ; " but if Genferic 
bimfelf deigned to iffue more precife orders, he 
judged the moft wealthy to be the moft criminal. 
The Vandals repeatedly yifued the coafts of 
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Spain , Liguria , Tufqanjr, Campania, Lucania, chaf, 
Bruttium , Appulia , Calabria , Vedetia , Dalmatia, ^*^^'- 
Epirus, Greece, and Sicily: they were tempted 
to fubdue the island of Sardinia, fo advantage- 
ously placed in the centre of the Mediterranean ; 
and their arms fpread defolation , or terror , from 
the columns of Hercules to the mouth of the 
Nile. As they were more ambitious of fpoil 
than of glory, they feldom attacked any fortified 
cities , or engaged any regular troops in the opca 
field. But the celerity of their motions enabled 
them, almoft at the fame time , to threaten and 
to attack the moft diftant objects , which at- 
tracted their defires; and as they always em- 
barked a fufficient number of horfes , they had no 
fooner landed , than they fwept the difmayed 
country with a body of light cavalry. Yet , not- 
^ithftanding the example of their king , the 
native Vandals and Alani infenfibly declined this 
toilfome a«id perilous warfare ; the hardy gene- 
ration of the firft conquerors was almoft extin- 
guished , and their fons , who were born in 
Africa, enjoyed the delicious baths and gardens 
which had been acquired by the valour of their 
fathers. Their place was readily fupplied by ti 
various multitude of Moors and Romans, of cap- 
tives and outlaws ; and thofe defperate wretches* 
who had already violated the laws of their 
country, were the moft e^ger to promote the 
atrocious acts which difgrace the victories of 
Genfcrrc. In the treatment of his unhappy pri- 
foners, he fometimes confulted his avarice, and 
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/fometicnes indulged bis. cruelty; and the mafTacre 
-^ / of five hundred npble citizens of Zant or Za- 
eynthus , whofe mangled bodies he caft into the 
Ionian fea , was imputed , by the public indig* 
nation, to his lateft pofterity. 
Keirocia. Such crimes could not be excufed by any pro- 
Jh^E^'elii vocations i but the wiir , which the king of the 
empire, Vaudais profecutcd agaioft the Roman empire, 
A.D. Hd2, ^35 juftified by a fpecious and reafonable motive. 
The widow of Valentinian , Eudoxia, whom he 
had led captive from Rome to Carthage , was the 
fole heirefs of the Thtodofian boufe ; her elder 
daughter , Eudocia became the reluctant wife of 
Hunneric, his eldefl; fon ^ and the fliern father, 
aflerting a legal claim , which could not eafily be 
refuted or fatisfied , demanded a jufl; proportion! 
of the Imperial patrimony. An adequate, or at 
lead a valuable , compenlation , was offered [by 
the Eaftern emperor , to purchafe a neceflary 
peace. * Eudoxia and her younger daAighter , Pla- 
cidia , were honourably reftored , and the fury^of 
the Vandals was confined to the limits of fthe 
Weftcrn empire. The Italians , ' deftitute of a 
naval force , which alone was capable of protect- 
ing their coafts, implored the aid of the more 
fortunate nations of the Eaft; who had formerly 
acknowledged, in peace and war, the fupremacy 
of Rome. But the perpetual divifion of the two 
^ empires had alienated their intereft and their in- 
clinations ; the faith of a recent -treaty was al- 
leged ; and the Weftern Romans , inftead of 
arms and ships , could only obtain the affilUace 
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of a cold and ineffectual mediation. The haughty 
Ricimer , who had long ftruggled with the diffi- 
culties of his fituation, was at length reduced to 
addrefs the throne of Conftantinople , in the 
humble language of a fubject ; and Italy fub- 
mitted , as the price and fecurity of the alliance , 
to accept a mafter from the choice of the emperor 
of the Eaft*\ It is not the purpofe of the pre- 
fcnt chapter , or even of the prefent volume , to 
continue the diftinct feries of the Byzantinfe 
hiftory ; but a concife view of the reign and cha- 
racter of the emperor Leo, may explam the laft 
efforts that 'were attempted to fave the falling 
empire of the Weft ^*. 

Since the death of the younger Theodofius, the uo , em. 
domeftic repofe of Conftantinople had never been p«'0' «f 
interrupted by war or faction. Pulcheria had j^ d/ 
beftowed her hand , and the fceptre of the Eaft, 457 — 474. 
on the modeft virtue of Marcian : he gratefully 
reverenced her auguft rank and virgin chaftity ; 
and , after her death , he gave his people the ex- 
ample of the religious worship , that was due to 
the memory of the Imperial faint'*. Attentive 
to the profperity of his own dominions , Marcian 
feemed to behold , with indifference , the misfor- 
tunes of Rome ; and the obftinate refufal of 
a brave and active prince , to draw his fword 
againft the Vandals , was afcribed to a fecret pro- 
mife , which had formerly been exacted from him 
when he was 'a captive in the power of Genfe- 
ric**. The death of Marcian, after a reign of 
feven years, would have expofed the^flto the 
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CHAP. ^ danger of a popular election ; if the fuperior 
Xxxvi. freight of a fiogle family , had not been able to 
incline the balance in favour of the candidate 
>vhofe intereft they fupported. The patrician 
Afpar might have placed the diadem on his own 
head; if he would have fubfcribed the Nicene 
creed *^ During three generations , the armies 
of the Eaft were fuccelfively commanded by his 
^father, by himfelf, and by his fon Ardaburius: 
his Barbarian guards formed a military force 
that overawed, the palace and the capital ; and 
the liberal diflributioa of his ixnAienre treafures, 
rendered Afpar as popuUr, as he was powerful. 
He recommended the obfcure name of Leo of 
Thrace , a military tribune , and the principal 
fieward of his houfehold. His nomination was 
unanimously ratified by the fenate ; and the fer- 
yant of Afpar received the Imperial crown from 
the hands of the patriarch , or bishop , who was 
permitted to exprefs , by this unufual ceremony, 
the fuffrage of the Deity*'. This emperor, the 
iirfl of the name of Leo , has been diftinguished 
by the title of the Great; from a fucceflion of 
princes , who gradually fixed , in the opinion of 
the Greeks , a very humble flandard of heroic , or 
at leaft of royal, perfection. Yet the temperate 
iirmnefs with which Leo refilled the oppreflion of 
his benefactor, shewed that he was confcious. of 
his duty and of his prerogative. Afpar was afto- 
nished to find that his influence c^ld no longer 
appoint a praefect of Conflantinople ; he pre- 
iumed %o reproach, his fovereign with a breach of 
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prornife, and infolently shaking his purple , •' It 
33 is not proper ( faid he ) , that the man who is 
jjinvefted with this garment, fhould be guilty 
5> of lying. ,5 ^ Nor is it proper ( replied Leo ) , 
93 that a prince should be compelled to refign 
M his own judgment, and the public intereft, to 
93 the will of a fubject *\ " Afftr this extraor- 
dinary fcene , it was impoflible that the- reconci- 
liation of the emperor and the patrician could 
be fmcere ; or, at leaft, that it could befolidand 
permanent. An army of Ifaurians '' was fecretly 
levied , and introduced into Conftantinople ; and 
while Leo undermined the authority , and pre- 
pared the difgrace, of the family of Afpac, his 
mild and cautious' behaviour reftrained them 
from any rash and defpcrate attempts , ;which 
might have been fatal to themfelves , or their 
enemies. The meafures of peace and war were 
affected by this internal revolution. As long as 
Afpar degraded the majefty of the throne, the 
fecret correfpondence of rehgion and intereft ^en- 
gaged him to favour the#caufe of Genferic. When 
Leo had delivered himfelf from that ignominious 
fervitudc , he liftened to the complaints of the 
Italians ; refolved to extirpate the tyranny of the 
Vandals; and declared his alliance with his col- 
league , Anthemius , whom he folemnly invefted 
i^ith the* diadem and purple of the Weft. 

The virtues of Anthemius have perhaps been 
magnified, (iq^e the Imperial defcent, which he 
could only deduce from the ufurper Procopius^ 
has been fwelled intaa line of emperors ''• But 
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CHAP, the merit of his immediate patents , their honours, 
xxxvL jjjjd their riches, rendered Anthemius one of the 
mod illuftrious fubjects of the Eaft. His father , 
Procopius , obtained , after hi^ Perfian embafly , 
the rank of general and patrician ; and the name 
of Aathemius was derived from his maternal 
grandfather , die celebrated praefect , who pro- 
tected , ..with fo much ability and fuccefs , the in- 
fant reign of Theodofius. The grandfon of the 
praefect was raifed above the condition of a pri- 
vate fubject, by his marriage with Euphemia , the 
daughter of the emperor Marcian. This fplen- 
did alliance , which might fuperfede the neceflity 
of merit, haftened the promotion of Anthemius 
to the fucceffive dignities of count , of maftef. 
general , of conful, and of patrician ; and his 
merit or fortune claimed the honours of a victory, 
which was obtained on the banks of the Danube^ 
over the Huns. Without indulging an extra va- 
gant ambition , the fon-in-law of Marcian might 
hope to be his fucceffor ; but Anthemius fupported 
the difappointment with courage and patience; 
. and his fubfequent elevation was univerfally ap- 
proved by the public , who efteemed him worthy 
to reign , till he afcended the throne ^*. The em- 
peror of the Weft marched from Conftantinople, 
attended by feveral counts of high diftinction, 
and a- body of guards , almoft equal to the 
A.D.4^:f, ftrength and numbers of a regular army : he en^ 
April ij. ^gfe^i Rome in triumph , and the choice of Leo 
was confirmed by the fenate , the people , and the 
Barbarian confederates of Italy '•. The folemn 
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inauguration of Anthemius was followed by the chap. 
iiuptials of his daughter and the patrician Rici- ^xxvi, 
mer ; a fortunate event , which was confidered as 
the firmeft fecurity of the union and happinefs of 
the ftate. The wealth of two empires was oftem 
tatiously difplayed ; and many fenators completed 
their ruin by an expenfive effort to difguife their 
poverty. AH ferious bufinefs was fufpended du« 
ring this feftival ; the courts of juftice were shut ; 
the ftreets of Rome , the theatres , the places of 
public and private refort, refounded with hyme- 
neal fongs smd dances ; and the royal bride , 
clothed in filken robes, with a crown on her 
head , was conducted to the palace of Riciraer , 
who had xhanged his military drefs for the habit 
of a conful and a fetiator. On this memorable 
occafion , Sidonius , whofe early ambition had been 
fp {atally blafted , appeared as the orator of Au- 
vergne, among the provincial deputies who ad- 
dreffed the throne with congratulations or com- 
plaints^*. The calends of January were now ap- ' . 
proaching , and the venal poet , who had loved januwy i! 
Avitus , and efteemed Majorian , was perfuaded 
by his friends , to celebrate , in heroic vcrfe , the 
merit, the felicity , the fccond confulship, and 
.the future triumphs of the emperor Anthemius. 
Sidonius pronounced, with aflfurance and fuccefs^ 
a panegyric which is ftill extant ; and Whatever 
might be the imperfections , either of the fubject 
or of the compoHtion , the welcome flatterer was 
immediately rewarded with the praefecrure of 
jRome } a dignity ^hicb placed him among the<^ 
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illuftrlous perfonagcs of the empire , till be wifely- 
preferred the more refpectable character of a bishop 
and a faint''. 

The Greeks anabitiously commend the piety 
and catholic faith of the emperor whom they gave 
to the Weft ; nor do they forget to obferve , that 
when he left Conftantinople , he converted his |)a- 
lace into the pious foundation of a public bath , 
a church, and aa hofpital for old men'*. Yet 
foroe fufpicious appearances are found to fully the 
theological fame of Anthemius. From the con- 
verfation of Philotheus, a Macedonian fectary , he 
had imbibed the fpirit of religious toleration; 
and the Heretics of Rome would have affembled 
with impunity, if the bold and vehement cenfure 
which pope Hilary pronounced in the church of 
St. Peter, had not obliged him to abjure the un- 
popular indulgence ". Even the Pagans , a feeble 
and obfcure remnant, conceived fortie vain hopes 
from the indifference , on partiality , of Anthe- 
mius ; and his fingular friendi^hip for the philo- 
fopher Severus , whom he promoted to the con- 
fulship, was afcribed to a fecret project, of reviv- 
ing the ancient worship of the Gods '*. Thefe 
idols were crumbled into duft: and the mytho- 
logy which had once been the creed of nations , 
was fo univcrfally disbelieved, that jt might be em- . 
ployed without fcandal , or at leaft without fufpi- 
cion , by Chriftian poets ^'. Yet the veftiges of 
fuperftition were not abfolutely obliterated , and 
the feftival of the Lupercalia , whofe origin had 
preceded the foundation of Rome , was ftill 

celebrated 
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celebrated under the reign of Anthemius. The c tt a P4 
favage and fimple rites were cxpreffive of an early xxxvl* 
ftate of fociety before the invention of arts and 
agriculture. The ruftic deities who prefided ovef 
the toils and pleafurcs of the paftoral life , Pan , • 

Faunus , and their train of fatyrs , were fuch as 
the fancy of shepherds might create , fportive ^ 
petulant , and lafcivious; whofe power Was li- 
mited , and whofe malice was inoffcnfive. A 
goat was the offering the beft adapted to their 
character and atttibutes ; the fie^h of the victim 
was roafted on .willow fpits i and the riotous 
youths , who crowded to the feaft, ran naked 
about the fields, with leather thongs in their 
. hands ^ communicating , as it was fuppofed , the 
bleffing^'^of fecundity to the women Whom they 
touched **. The altar of Pan was erected, per- 
haps by Evander the Arcadian j in a dark recefs 
in the fide of the Palatine- hiU , Watered by a 
perpetual fountain , and shaded by an hanging 
grove. A tradition, that, in the fame place , 
Romulus and Remus were fuckled by the wolf, 
rendered it dill more facred and venerable in the. 
eyes of the Romans; and this fylvan fpot Was 
gradually furrounded by the fkately edifices of the 
Forum ". After the converfion of the Imperial 
city, the Chriftians dill continued , in the month 
of February , the annual celebration of the Lu- 
peirealia ; to which they afcribed a fecret and. 
myfterious influence on the genial powers of the 
animal and vegetable world. The bi>hops of 
Rome were folicitous to abolish a profane cu& , 
Vol. VI. L 
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CHAP, torn, fo repugnant to the fpirit of Chriftianity; 
X^^vi. but their zeal was not fupportcd by the authority 
of the civil magiftrate : the inveterate abufe fub- 
fifted till the end of the fifth century, and pope 
• Gelafius, who purified the capital from the laft 

fiain of idolatry , appeafed , by a formal apology » 
the murmurs of the fenate and people '*. 
Trepara- In all his public declarations » the emperor Leo 
*a°!nftthe ^^^"^^^ ^'*^ authority , and profeffes the afiFection, 
vandaisof of a father, for his fon Anihemius, with whom he 
Africa , jj3 j divided the adminiftration of the univerfe ". 
The fituation, and perhaps the character, of Leo ^ 
difTuaded him from expofing his perfon to the toils 
and dangers of an African war. But the powers 
of the Eaftern empire were ftrenuously exerted to , 
deliver Italy and the Mediterranean from tke Van- 
dals ; and Genferic , who had fo long oppreffed 
both the land and fea, was threatened from every 
fide with a formidable invafion. The campaign 
was opened by a bold and fuccefsful enterprife of 
the praefect Heraclius **. The troops of Egypt, 
Thebais , and Libya , were embarked under his 
command : and the, Arabs , with a train of horfes 
and camels, opened the roads of the defert. He- 
raclius landed on the coaft of Tripoli, furprifed 
and fubdued the cities of that province , and prc-^ 
pared, by a laborious march, which Cato had for- 
merly executed ** , to join the Imperial army under 
the walls of Carthage. The intelligence of this 
lofs extorted from Genferic, fome infidious and 
ineffectual propofitions of peace : but he was ftill 
more ferioysly alarmed by the reconciliation of 
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Marcellinus with the two empires. The indc- char 
pendent patrician had been perfuaded to acknow* xxxvi. 
ledge the legitimate title of Anthemius, whom he 
accompanied in his journey to Rome ; the Dal- 
matian fleet was received into the harbours of 
Italy ; the active valour of Marcellinus expelled 
the Vandals from the island of Sardinia ; and the 
languid efforts of the Weft added fome weight to 
the immenfe preparations of the Eaftern Romans. 
The expence of the naval armament, which Leo 
fent againft the Vandals , has been diftinctly afcer^ 
tained ; and the curious and inftructive account 
difplays the wealth of the declining empire. The 
royal demefnes , or private patrimony of the prince^ 
fupplied feventeen thoufand pounds of gold ; forty^ 
feven thoufand pounds of gold , and feven hun-r 
dred thoufand of filver^ Were levied and paid into 
the treafiiry by the Praetorian prefects. But the 
cities were reduced to extreme poverty; and the 
diligent calculation of fiaes and forfeitures , as a 
valuable object of the revenue , does not fuggeft 
the idea of a juft , or merciful , adminiftration« 
The whole expence, by whatfoever means it was 
defrayed, of the African campaign, amounted to 
the fum of one hundred and thirty thoufand pounds 
of gold, about five millions two hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling, at a time when the value of money 
appears, from the comparative price of corn, to 
have been fomewhat higher than in the prefent 
age *'. The fleet that failed from Conftantinoplc 
to Carthage , confifted of eleven hundred and 
thirteen ships, and the number of foldiers and 
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CHAP, mariners exceeded one hundred thoufand men. 

XXXVI. Bafilifcus , the brother of the emprefs Vorina , was 
entrufted with this important command. His 
filler, the wife of Leo, had exaggerated the merit 
of his former exploits againft the Scythians, But 
the difcovcry of his guilt, or incapacity, was re- 
fcrved for the African war; and his friends could 
only fave his military reputation, by afferting, 
that he had confpired with Afpar to fpare Gen- 
Icric , and to betray the laft hope o€ the Weftern 
empire. 

Faiinrt ot Experience has shewn , that the fucccfe of aa 

UoL***"***' invader moft commonly depends on the vigour 
and celerity of his operations. The ftrength and 
sharpnefs of the firft impreflion are blunted by de- 
lay; the health and fpirit of the troops infenfibly 
languish in a diftant clirtiate; the naval and mili- 
taiy force, a mighty effort which perhaps can 
never be repeated, is filently confumed ; and every 
hour that is wafted in negociation , accuftoqis the 
enemy to contemplate and examine thofe hoftile 
terrors , which , on their firft appearance, he deemed 
irrefiftible. The formidable navy of Bafilifcus 
purfued its profperous navigation from the Thra- 
cian Bofphorus to the coaft of Africa. He landed 
his troops at Cape Bona, or the promontory of 
Mercury , about forty miles from Carthage '^ 
The army of Heraclius , and the fleet of Marcet 

• linus , either joined or feconded the Imperial lieu* 

tenant; and the Vandals, who oppofed his pro- 
gfefs by fea or land , were fucceffively van- 
quished *'. If Bafilifcus had feized the momeiit 
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of confternation , and boldly advanced to the ca- c H A ?. 
pital , Carthage nauft have furrendered , and the xxxvi. 
kingdom of the Vandals was extinguished. . Gen- 
feric beheld the danger with firmnefs, and eluded 
it with his veteran dexterity. He protcfted , in 
the moft refpectful language, that he was ready to 
fubroithisperfon , and his dominions, to the will 
of the emperor ; but he requefted a truce of five 
days to regulate the terms of his fubmiflion; and 
it was univerfally believed , that his fecret libera- 
lity contributed to the'fuccefe of this public nego- 
ciation*. Inftead of obftinately refufing whatever 
indulgence his enemy fo earneftly folicited , the 
guilty , or the credulous , BafiHfcus contented to 
the fatal truce; ancl his imprudent fecurity fcemed 
to proclaim , that he a^ady confidered himfelf as 
the conqueror of Africa. During this short inter- 
val , the wind became favourable to the defigns of 
Genferic. He manned his largeft ships of war 
with the braveft of the Moors and Vandals ; and • 
they towed after them many large barks , filled 
with combuftible materials. In the obfcurity of 
the night , thefe deftructive vefTels were impelled 
againfl the unguarded and unfufpecting fleet of 
the Romans , who were av/akened by the fenfe of 
their inftant danger. Their clofe and crowded 
order aflifted the progrefs of the fire , which was 
communicated with rapid and irrefiftible violence; 
and the noife of the wind, the crackling of the 
flames , the diffonant cries of the foldiers and ma- 
riners, who could neither command, nor obey, 
increafed the horror of the nocturnal tumult^ 

L3 
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H A p. Whilft they laboured to extricate themfelves from 
XXXyi' (he lire.^hips , and to faVe at leaft a part of the 
navy, the gallies of Genferic affaulted them with 
temperate and difciplined valour ; and many of 
the Romans, who efcaped the fury of the flames, 
were deftroyed or taken by the victorious Vandals. 
Among The events of that difaftrous night,, the he- 
roic , or rather defperate , courage of John j one ' 
of the principal officers of Bafilifcus, has refcued 
hi« name from oblivion. When the ship , which 
he had bravely defended, was almofl: confumed, 
he threw himfelf in his armour itito the fea , dif- 
dainfully rejected the efteem and pity of Genfo, 
the fon of Genferic, who preffed him to accept 
honourable quarter, and funk under the waves; 
exclaiming with his laft bieath , that he would 
never fall alive into the hands of thofe impious 
dogs. Actuated by a far different fpirit, Bafilifcus, 
whofe ftation was the itapft remote from danger, 
difgracefully fled in the beginning of the engage- 
meht , returned to Confl:antinople with the lofs of 
more than half of his fleet and army , and sheltered 
his guilty head in the fanctuary of St. Sophia, till 
his filler, by her tears and entreaties, could obtain 
his pardon from the indignant emperor, Hera- 
clius effected his retreat through the defert; Mar- 
cellinus retired to Sicily, where he was affaffinated , 
^ perhaps at the inftigation of Ricimer , by one of 
his own captains; and the king of the Vandals 
expreffed his furprife and fatisfaction , that the Ro- 
mans themfelves should remove from the world 
bis mofl fbrmidable antagonifls '\ After the 
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bilurt of this great expedition , Genferic again 
became the tyrant of the fea: the coafts of Italy, 
Greece , and Afia, were again expofed to his 
revenge and avarice ; Tripoli and Sardinia returned 
to his. obedience ; he added Sicily to the number 
of his provinces ; and , before he died , in the ful- 
nefs of years and of glory , he beheld the final 
extinction of the empire of the Weft **. 

During his long and active reign , the African 
monarch had ftudiously cultivated the friendship 
of the Barbarians of Europe, whofe arms he might 
employ in a. feafonable and effectual diverfion 
againft the two empires. After the death of At- 
tila, he renewed his alliance with the Vifigoths of 
Gaul ; and the fons of the elder Thcodoric , who 
fucceffively reigned over that warlike nation, were 
cafily perfuaded, by the fenfeof intereft, to forget 
the cruel affront which Geilferic had inflicted on 
their fifter *". The death of the emperor Majo- 
rran delivered Theodoric the fecond from the re- 
ftraint of fear , and perhaps of honour; he violated 
his recent treaty with the Romans; and the ample 
territory of Narbonne, which he firmly united to 
his dominions , became the immediate reward of 
his perfidy. The felfish policy of Ricimer en- 
couraged him to invade the provinces which were 
in the poffeffion of ^gidius , his rival ; but the 
active count , by the defence of Aries , and the 
victory of Orleans , faved Gaul , and checked , 
during his lifetime, the progrefs of the Vifigoths. 
Their ambition, was foon rekindled ; and the de- 
fign of extinguishing the Roman empire in Spain 
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c H A p« ^nd Gapl , was conceived , and almoft completed, 
[)(j^xv|. in the reign of Euric,*>vho affaflinated his brother 
Theodoric, and difplayed, with a more favage 
temper, fuperior abihties , both in peace and war. 
He pafled the Pyrenees at the head of a numerous 
army , fubdued the cities of SaragofTa and Pampe- 
luna , vanquished in battle the martial nobles of 
the Tarragonefe province, carried his victorious 
^rms into the heart of Lufitania , and permitted 
the Suevi to hold the kingdom of Gallicia under 
f the Gothic monarchy of Spain '% The efforts of 

Euric were not lefs vigorous , or lefs fuccefsful^ in 
Gaul; and throughout the country that extends 
from the Pyrenees to the Rhone and the Loire, 
Berry, and Auvergne , were the only cities, or 
:•- diocefes, which refufed to acknowledge him as 

their mafter *'. In the defence of Clermont, their 
principal town, the inhabitants of Auvergne fuf- 
tained,,with inflexible refolution, the miferies of 
war, peftilence, and famine; and the Vifigoths» 
relinquishing the fruitlefs fiege , fufpended the 
Iiopes of that important conqueft. The youth of 
the province were animated by the heroic , and 
^Imoft incredible , valour of Ecdicius , the fon of 
the emperor Avitus **, who made a defperate fally 
with only eight^n borfemen, boldly attacked the 
Gothic army, and, after maintaining a flying skir- 
inish,, retired fisfe and victorious within the walls 
of Clermont. His charity was equal to his coUr 
rage: in a time of extreme fcarcity, four thoufand 
poor were fed at his expence ; and his private 
influence levied ^n army of Burgundians for the 
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deliverance of Auvergne^ From his virtues alone 
the faithful citizens of Gaul derived any hopes of 
fafety or freedom ; and even fuch virtues were 
infufficient to avert the impending ruin of their 
country , fince they were anxious to learn from 
his authority and example, whether they should 
prefer the alternative of exile, or fervitude *\ 
The public confidence was loft; the refources of 
the ftate were exhaufted; and the Gauls had too 
much reafon to believe, that Anthemius, who 
reigned in Italy , was incapable of protecting his 
diftreffed fubjects beyond the Alps. The feeble 
emperor could only procure for their defence the 
fervice of twelve thoufand British auxiliaries. 
Riothamus, one of the independent kings, or 
chieftaias , of the island , was perfuaded to tranf- 
port his troops to the continent of Gaul ; he failed 
up the Loire, and eftablished his quarters in Berry, 
where the people complained of thefe . oppreffivc 
allies , till ythey were deftroyed , or difperfed , by 
the arms of the Vifigoths *'. 

One of the laft acts of jurifdiction , which the 
Roman fenate excrcifed over their fubjects of 
Gaul , was the trial and condemnation of Arvan- 
dus, the Praetorian praefect. Sidonius, who rejoices 
that he lived under a reign in which he might 
pity and aflift a ftate-criminal, has expreffed, with 
tendernefs and freedom, the faults of his indifcreet 
and unfortunate friend *'. From the perils which 
he had efcaped , Arvandus imbibed confidence 
rather than wifdom ; and fuch was the various, 
though uniform, imprudence of his behaviour,. 
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CHAP, that his profperlty muH: appear much more fur* 
XXXVI. prifing than his downfal. The fecond praefecture, 
which he obtained within the term of five years, 
abolished the merit and popularity of his preced- 
ing adminiflration. His eafy temper was corrupted 
by flattery, and exafperated by oppofition; he 
was forced to fatisfy his importunate creditors 
with the fpoils of the province ; his capricious 
infolence offended the nobles of Gaul, and he 
funk under the weight of the public hatred. The 
mandate of his difgrace fummoned him to juflify 
his conduct before the fenate ; and he paffed the 
fca of Tufcany with a favourable wind , the 
prefage , as he vainly imagined , of his future 
fortunes. A decent refpect was ftill obferved for 
the Pfirfectorian rank ; and on his jirrival at Rome, 
Arvandus was committed to the hofpitality, 
rather than to the cuftody, of Flavius Afellus, 
the count ' of the facred largefTes , who refided in 
the Capitol '*. He was eagerly purfued by his 
accufers , the four deputies of Gaul , who were 
all diftinguished by their birth, their dignities, 
or their eloquence. In the name of a great pro- 
vince , and according to the forms of Roman 
jurifprudence , they inftituted a civil and criminal' 
action , requiring fuch a reftitutioii as might 
compenfate the loffes of individuals, and fuch 
punishment as might fatisfy the juftice of the 
llate. Their . charges of corrupt oppreflGon were 
numerous and weighty ; but they placed their 
fecret dependence on a letter, which they had 
intercepted, and which they could prove, by the 
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evidence of his fecretary , to have been dictated c H a F. 
by Arvandus himfelf. The author of this letter xxxvi. 
feemed to difHiade the king of the Goths from a 
peace with tne Greek emperor: he fuggefted the 
attack of the Britons on the Loire; and he re« 
commended a divifion of Gaul , according to the 
law of nations, between the Vifigoths and the 
Burgundians *•. Thefe pernicious fchemes, which 
a friend could only palliate by the reproaches of 
vanity and indifcretion , were fufceptible of \ a ^ 
treafonable interpretation; and the deputies had 
artfully refolved, not to produce their moft for- 
midable weapons till the decifive moment of the 
contefL But their intentions were difcovered by 
the zeal of Sidonius. He immediately apprifed 
the unfufpecting criminal of his danger ; and 
fincercly lamented, without any mixture of an- 
ger, the haughty prefumption of Arvandus, who 
rejected, and even refented, the falutary advice 
of his friends. Ignorant of his real fituation, 
Arvandus shew^ed himfelf in the Capitol in the 
white robe of a candidate, accepted indifcriminate 
falutations and offers of fervice« examined the 
shops of the merchants, the filks and gems, 
foraetimes with the indifference of a fpectator, 
and fometimes with the attention of a purchaf- 
er; and complained of the times, of the fenate, 
of the prince , and of the delays of juflice. His 
complaints were foon removed. An early day 
was fixed for his trial; and Arvandus appeared , 
with his accufcrs , before a numerous affembly 
of the Roman fenate. The mournful garb , which 
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CHAP they aflfected , excited the compaflion of iht 
XXXVI. judges, who were fcandalized by the gay and 
fplendid drefs of their adverfary; and when the 
' praefect Arvandus, with the fiift Bf the Gallic 
deputies, were directed to take their places on 
the fenatorial benches, the fame contraft of pride 
and modefty was obferved in their behaviour. 
In .this memorable judgment , which prefented 
a lively image of the old republic, the Gauls 
expofed , with force and freedom , the grievan- 
ces of the province; and as foon as the minds 
of the audience were fufficiently inflamed , they 
recited the fatal epiftle. The obftinacy of Arvan- 
dus was founded on the ftrange fuppofition, that 
a fubject could not be convicted of treafon, 
unlefs he had actually confpired to aflume the 
purple. As the paper was read, he repeatedly, 
and with a loud voice, acknowledged it for his 
genuine compofition; and his aftonishment was 
equal to his difmay, when the unanimous voice 
of the fenate declared him guilty of a capital 
offence. By their decree, he wis degraded from 
the rank of a prxfect to the obfcurc condition 
of a plebeian , and ignominiously dragged by 
fervile hands to the public prifon. After a fort- 
night's adjournment , the fenate was again con- 
vened to pronounce the fentence of his death: 
but while he expected, in the island of JEfcu- 
lapius, the expiration of the thirty days allowed 
by an ancient law to the vileft malefactor^ "*, 
his friends interpofed, the emperor Anthemius re- 
lented, and the prefect of Gaul obtained the 
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milder punishment of exile and confifcation. The chap, 
faults of Arvandus might deferve compaffion; but* xxxvi. 
the impunity of Seronatus accufed the juftice of the 
republic, tillAe was condemned, and executed, 
on the complaint of the people of Auvergne. That 
flagitious minifter, the Catiline of his age and 
country , held a fecret correfpondence with the 
Vifigoihs, to betray the.province which he op{yef- 
fed : his induftry was continually exercifed in the 
difcovery of new taxes and obfolete offences; and 
his extravagant vices would have infpired contempt, 
if they had not excited fear and abhorrence "'. . 
Such criminals were not beyond the reach of 
juftice ; but, whatever might be, the guilt of Rici- 
mer, that powerful Barbarian was able to contend 
or to negociate with the prince , whofe alliance A.D.471 
he had condefcended to accept. The peaceful and 
profperous reign w'hich Anthemius had promifed . 
to the Weft, was foon clouded by misfortune and 
difcord. Ricimer, apprehenfivc , or impatient^ of 
a fuperior, retired from Rome, and fixed his refx- 
dence at Milan ; an advantageous fituation, either 
to invite , or to repel , the warlike tribes that 
were feated between thei Alps and the .Danube "**. 
Italy was gradually divided into two independent 
and hoftile kingdoms ; and the nobles of Liguria, 
who trembled at the near approach of a civil war, 
fell proftfate at the feet of the patrician , and 
conjured him to fpare their unhappy countiy, 
53 For my own part , " replied Ricimer , in a 
tone of infolent moderation, *' I am ftill inclined 
9> to embrace the friendship of the Galatian '*'^; 
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c ft A p. 55 ^"^ ^^^ '^^"^ undertake to appeafe his anger, 
xxxvi/ n or to mitigate the pride, which always rifcs in 
,5 proportion to our fubmiflion? " They inforpaed 
him, that Epiphanius, bishop of PaVia "*, united 
the wifdom of the ferpent with the innocence df 
the dove; and appeared confident, that the elo- 
quence of fuch an ambaffador muft prevail againft 
the ftrongeft oppofition , either of intereft or paf- 
fion. Their recommendation was approved ; and 
Epiphanius , affuming the benevolent office of 
mediation , proceeded without delay to Rome, 
where he was received with the honours due to 
his merit and reputation. The oration of a bishop 
in favour of peace j may be eafily fuppofed : he 
argued , that in all poflible circumftances , the * 
forgivenefs of injuries muft be an act of mercy, 
or magnanimity, or prudence; and he feriously 
admonished the emperor to avoid a conteft with 
a fierce Barbarian , which might be fatal to him- 
felf, and muft be ruinous to his dominions. Anthe- 
mius acknowledged the truth of his maxims; but 
he deeply felt, with grief and indignation, the 
behaviour of Ricimer ; and his paflion gave elo- 
quence and energy to his difcourfe. " What fa- 
35 vours, " he warmly exclaimed, "have we refufed 
35 to this ungrateful man? What provocations 
' 35 have we not endured? Regardlefs of the majefty 
33 of the purple , I gave my daughter to a Goth ; 
,3 1 facrificed my own blood to the fafety of the 
,3 republic. The liberality which ought to have 
33 fecured the eternal attachment of Ricimer, has 
. 93 cxafpcratcd him againft his benefactor. What 
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n wars has he not excited againft the empire? oh a p. 
„ How often has he inftigated and affifted the * xxxvi. 
p fury of hoftile nations ? Shall I now accept his 
» perfidious friendship ? Can I hope that he will 
3> refpect the engagements of a treaty, who has 
,, already violated the duties of a fon ? " But the 
anger of Anthemius evaporated in thefe paffionate 
exclamations: he infcnfibly yielded to the pfo- 
pofals of Epiphanius; and the bishop returned to 
his diocefe with the fatisfaction of reftoring the 
peace of Italy, by a reconciliation "^ , of which 
the fincerity and continuance might be reafonably 
fufpected. The clemency of the emperor was ex- 
torted from his^weaknefs; and Ricimer fufpended 
his ambitious defigns, till he had fecretly prepared 
the engines, Mrith which he refolved to fubvert 
the throne of Anthemius. The mask of peace and 
moderation was then thrown afxde. The army of 
Ricimer was fortified by a numerous reinforce-^ 
ment of Burgundians and Oriental Suevi: he 
difclaimed all allegiance to the Greek emperor, 
marched from Milan to the gates of Rome , and 
fixing his camp on the banks of the Anio , 
impatiently expected the arrival of Olybrius , hi$ 
Imperial candidate. 

The fenator Olybrius, of the Anician family, oiybrfus 
might cfteem himfelf the lawful heir of the emptor ©f 
Weftern empire. He had married Placidia, the a.\). m' 
younger daughter of Valcntinian , after she was ^^^^ 213. 
rellored by Genfcric; who ftill detained her filler 
Eudocia, as the wife, or rather as the captive » 
of his fon. The king of the Vandals fupported. 
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c H A p. ^y ^J^reats and folicitations , the fair pretenfions 
XXXVI. of his, Roman ally; and affigned , as one of the 
motives of the war , the refufal of the fenate and 
people to acknowledge their lavsrful prince, and 
the unworthy preference which they had given 
to a ftranger "*. The friendship of the public 
enemy might render Olybrius ftill more unpopular 
to the Italians ; but when Ricimer medijrated the 
ruin of the emperor Anthemius, he tenq)ted with 
the offer of a diadem the candidat^who could 
juftify his rebellion by an illuftrious name, and a 
royal alliance. The husband of Placioja, who, like 
moft of his anceftors, had been inveft^s^ with the 
confular dignity, might have continueaTo enjoy 
a fecure and fplendid fortune in the peaceful refi- 
dence of Conftantinople ; nor does he appear to 
have been tormented by fuch a genius , as cannot 
be amufed or occupied , unlefs by the adminiftra- 
tion of an empire. Yet Olybrius yielded to the. 
importunities of his friends, perhaps of his wife; 
rashly plunged into the dangers and calamities of 
a civil war ; and , with the fecret connivance of 
the emperor Leo, accepted the Italian purple^ 
which was beftowed, and refumed , at the ca- 
pricious will of a Barbarian. He landed without 
obftacle (for Genferic was mafter of the fea) 
either at Ravenna or the port of Oftia, 'and ini* 
mediately proceeded to the camp of Ricimer , 
where he was received as the fovereign of the 
Weftern world "\ 

The 
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The patrician , who had extended his pofts chap. 
froqfi the Anio to the Milvian bridge, already ^^^^^ 
poffeffed two quarters of Rome, the A^atican and Rome, and 
the Janiculum , which are feparated by the Tyber **"*** ^^ 
from the reft of the city "* ; and it may be con- mius, 
jectured, that an aflembly of feceding fenators a. D.471, 
imitated, in the choice of Olybrius, the forms of "^''* 
a legal election. But the body of the fenate and 
people firmly adhered to the caufe of Anthemiu6 ; 
and the more effectual fupport of a Gothic, army - 
enabled him to prolong his reign , and the public 
diftrefs , by a refiftance of three months , which 
produced the concomitant evils of famine and 
pcftilence. At length , Ricimer made a furious 
affault on the bridge of Hadrian , or St. Angelo ; 
and the narrow pafs was defended with equal 
valour by the Goths, till the death of Gilimer 
their leader. The victorious troops breaking 
down every barrier , rushed with irrefiftible 
violence into the heart of the city , and Rome 
(if we may ufe the language of a contemporary 
Pope) was fubverted by the civil fury of Anthe- 
mius and Ricimer "*. The unfortunate An- 
themius was dragged from his concealment , and 
inhumanly maflacred by the command of his 
fon-in-law ; who thus added a third ; or perhaps 
a fourth, emperor to the number of his victims. 
The foldiers , who united the rage of factious 
citizens with the favage manners of Barbarians , 
were indulged , without controul , in the licence 
of rapine and murder : the crowd of slaves and 
plebeians , who were unconcerned in the event , 
Vol. VI. M 
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could only gain by the indifcriminate pillage ; and 
the face of the city exhibited the ftrangc con- 
trafl: of ftern craelty , and diffolute intempe* 
rance "*. Forty days after this calamitous event, 
,the fubject, not of glory, but of guilt, Italy was 
delivered , by a painful difeafe , from the tyrant 
Ricimer , vrho bequeathed the command of his 
army to his nephew Gundobald , one of the 
princes of the Burgundians. In the fame year, 
all the principal actors in this great revolution , 
were removed from the. ftage ; and the whole 
reign of Olybrius , whofe death does not betray 
any fymptoms of violence, is included within the 
term of feven months. He left one daughter, the 
offfpring of his marriage with Flacidia; 'and the 
family of the great Theodofius , tranfplanted from 
Spain to Gonftantinople , was propagated in the 
female line as far as the eighth generation "\ 

Whilfl the vacant throne of Italy was aban- 
doned to lawlefs Barbarians "* , the election of a 
new colleague was feriously agitated in the coun- 
cil of Leo. The croprefs Vorina , ftudious to 
promote the greatnefs of her own family , had 
married one of her nieces to Julius Nepos, who 
fucceeded his uncle Marcellinus in the fove- 
reignty of Dalmatia, a more folid pofTeflion than 
the title which he was perfuaded to accept, of 
Emperor of the Weft. But the meafures of the 
Byzantine court were fo languid and irrefolutc, 
that many months elapfed after the dcatb of 
Anthemius , and even of Olybrius, before their 
deftined fuccefibr could shew himfelf, with a 
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rcfpectablc force , to his Italian fubjects. During ^ u A Pi 
that interval 9 Glycerins, an obfcurc foldier, was xxxvi* 
invefted with the purple by his patron Gundo- 
bald ; but the Burgundian prince was unable, 
or unwilling, to fupport his nomination by a civil 
war : the purfuits of domeftic ambition recalled 
him beyond the Alps "' , and his client was per- 
mitted to exchange the Roman fceptre for the 
bishopric of Salona. After extinguishing fuch 21 
competitor , the emperor Nepos was acknow- 
ledged by the fenate , by the Ita^lians , and by 
the provincials of Gaul ; his moral virtues ^ and 
military talents , Were loudly celebrated 5 and 
thofe who derived any private benefit from his 
government , announced , in prophetic ftrains , 
the reftoration of the public felicity "*. Theii? 
hopes ( if fuch hopes had been entertained ) were 
confounded within the term of a fingle year ; and 
the treaty of peace , which ceded Auvergne to 
the Vifigoths, is the only event of his short and 
inglorious reign. The moft faithful fubjects of 
Gaul were facrificed, by the Italian emperor, to 
the hope of domeftic fecurity "'; but his rcpofe 
was foon invaded by a furious fedition of the 
Barbarian confederates , who , under the com- 
mand of Oreftes , their general , were in full 
march from Rome to Ravenna. Nepos trembled 
at their approach ; and, inftead of placing a juft 
confidence in the ftrength of Ravenna , he haftily 
efcaped to his ships , and retired to his Dalma- 
tian principality, on the oppofite coaft of the 
Hadriatic. By this shatneful abdication ^ h^ 
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CHAP, protracted his life about five years , in a very 
XXXVI. ambiguous ftate , between an emperor and an 
exile, tin he was affaflinated at Salona by the 
ungrateful Glycerins, who was translated, per- 
haps as the reward of his crime , to the arch- 
bishopric of Milan "'. 
The patri. The nations , who had afferted their, indcpend- 
ciaii oref- ^^^^ ^fj-^j. ^^j^g j^^^j^ ^f Attila , Were eftablirhed , 

a.'d.47?. by the right of poffeffion or conqueft , in the 
boundlefs countries to the north of the Danube ; 
oi: in the Roman provinces between the river and 
th€ Alps. But the braveft of their youth enlifted 
in the army of confederates , who formed the de- 
fence and the terror of Italy "^; and in this pro- 
mifcuous multitude, the names of •the Heruli, the 
Scyrri, the Alani, the Turcilingi , and the Ru- 
gians, appear to have predominated. The ex- 
ample of thefe warriours was imitated by Oreftes "*, 
the fon of Tatullus , and the father of the laft Ro- 
man emperor of the Weft. Oreftes, who has been 
already mentioned in this hiftory , had never de- 
ferted his country. His birth and fortunes ren- 
dered him one of the moft illuftfious fubjccts of 
Pannonia. When that province was ceded to the 
Huns, he entered into the fervice of Attila, his 
lawful fovereign , obtained the oflBce of his fecre- 
tary , and was repeatedly fent ambaffador to Con- 
iftantinople , to reprefent the perfon , and fignify 
the commands, of the imperious monarch* The 
death of that conqueror reftored him to bis free- 
dom; a^ttd Oreftes might honourably refufe either to 
jfollow the fons of Attila into the Scythian defert« 
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or to obey the Oftrogoths , who had ufurped chat. 
the dominion of Paqnonia. He preferred the fer- xxxvi. 
vice of the Italian princes, the fucceffors of Va- 
lentinian ; and , z^ he poffeffed the qualifications 
of courage , induftry , and experience , he advanced 
with rapid fteps in the military .profeffion , till he 
was elevated , by the favour of Nepos himfelf , to 
the dignities of patrician , and mafter-general of 
the troops. Thefe troops had been long accuf- 
tomed to reverence the character and authority of 
Oreftes, who affected their manners, converfed 
with them in their own language, and was inti- 
ittately connected with their national chieftains, 
by long habits of familiarity and friendship. At 
his folicitation they rofe in arms againft the ob- . 
fcure Greek , who prefumed to claim their obe- 
dience ; and when Oreftes , from fome fecret mo- 
tive , declined the purple, they confented , with 
the fame facility, to acknowledge his fon Au- 
guftulus , as the emperor of the Weft. By the ab- His fon 
dication of Nepos , Oreftes had now attained the A^g***"- 
fummit of liis ambitious hopes ; but he foon dif- emperor of 
covered, before the end of the firft year, that the ft»^^eft, 
leflbns of perjury and ingratitude , which a rebel '^ * 
muft inculcate, will be retorted againft himfelf; 
and that the precarious fovereign of Italy was onJy 
permitted to chufe , whether he would be the slave, 
or the victim , of his Barbarian mercenaries. The 
dangerous alliance of thefe ftrangers , had op- 
prefTed and infulted the laft remains of Roman 
freedom and dignity. At each revolution , their 
pay and privileges were augmented ; but their 

Ms 
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CHAP, infolence increared in a dill more extravagant 
XXXYIf degree ; they envied the fortune of their brethren 
in Gaul , Spain , and Africa , Avhofe victorious 
arms had acquired an independent and perpetual 
inheritance ; and they infilled on their peremptory 
demand, that a third part of the lands of Italy 
should be immediately divided among them. 
Oreftes, with a fpirit which, in another fituation, 
might be entitled to our efteem , chofe rather to 
encounter the rage of an armed multitude , than 
tofubfcribe the ruin of an innocent people. He re- 
jected the audacious demand ; and his refufal was 
favourable to the ambition of Odoacer ; a bold 
Barbarian , who affured his fellow-foldiers , that , 
if they dared to afTociate under his command, 
they might foon extort the juftice which had been 
denied to their dutiful petitions. From all the 
camps and ^ garrifons of Italy , the confederates , 
actuated by the fame refentment and the fame 
hopes , impatiently flocked to the ftandard of this 
popular leader ; and the unfortunate patrician , 
overwhelmed by the torrent , haftily retreated to 
the ftrong city of Pavia , the epifcopal feat of the 
holy Epiphanites. Favia was immediately be- 
fieged , the fortifications were ftormed , the town 
was pillaged ; and although the bishop might la- 
bour, with much zeal and fome fuccefs, to fave 
the property of the church , and the chafl:ity of fe- 
male captives , the tumult could only be appeafed 
by the execution of Oreftes "*. His brother Paul 
was slain in an action near Ravenna; and the help- 
lefs Auguftulus, who could no longer command 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, igj 

the rcfpect , was reduced to implore the clemency , chap. 
of Odoacen xxxvi- 

That fuccefsful Barbarian was the fon of Ede- odotccr 
con ; who , in fome remarkable tranfac^tions , par- ^'"^^ °^ 
ticularly defcrlbed in a preceding chapter , had a. *d. 
been the colleague of Oreftes himfelf. The ho- 476—490. 
nour of an ambaffador should be exempt from fuf- 
picion ; and Edecon had liftened to a confpiracy 
againft the life of his fovereign. But this apparent 
guilt was expiated by his merit or repentance : his 
rank was eminent and confpicuous; he enjoyed 
the fgvour of Attila ; and the troops under his 
command , who guarded , in their turn , the royal 
village, confided of a tribe of'Scyrri, his imme- 
diate and hereditary fubjects. In the revolt of the 
nations, they ftill adhered to the Huns; and, 
more than twelve years afterwards , the name of 
Edecon is honourably mentioned , in their unequal 
contefl: with the Oftrogoths; which was termi- 
nated, after two bloody* battles , by the defeat and 
difperfion of the Scyrri "*. Their gallant leader , 
who did not furvivc this national calamity, left 
two fons , Onulf and Odoacer , to ftruggle with 
adverfity, and to maintain as they might, by ra- 
pine or fervice , the faithful followers of their 
exile. Onulf directed his fteps towards Conftan- 
tinople, where he fullied , by the affaflination of 
a generous benefactor , the fame which he had 
acquired in arras. His brother Odoacer led a wan- 
dering life among the Barbarians of Noricum , 
with a mind and a fortune fuited to the moft def- 
perate adventures ; and when he had fixed his 
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choice, he piously vifited the cell of Severinus, 
the popular faint of the country , to folicit his ap- 
probation and 'blefling. The lownefs of the door 
would not adnxit the lofty ftature of Odoacer : he 
was obliged to (loop; but in that humble attitude 
the faint could difcern the fyroptotiis of his future 
greatnefs ; and addreffing him in a prophetic 
tone, " Purfue " {faid he) " your defign ; pro- 
„ ceed to Italy; you will foon caft away this 
„ coarfe garment of skins ; and your wealth will 
5, be adequate to the liberality of your mind "'. " 
The Barbarian , whofe daring fpirit accepted and 
ratified the prediction , was admitted into the fer- 
vice of the Weftern empire, and fbon obtained an 
honourable rank in the guards. His manners 
were gradually polished , his military skill was 
improved, and the confederates of Italy would 
not have elected him for their general , unlefs the 
exploits of Odoacer had eftablij^hed a high opinion 
of his courage- and capacity "*. Their militafy 
acclamations fainted him with the title of king: 
but he abftained, during his whole reign , from 
the ufe of the purple and diadem "' , left he should 
offend thofe princes , whofe fubjects , by their ac- 
cidental mixture , had formed the victorious army, 
which time and policy might infenfibly unite into 
a great nation. 

Royalty was familiar to the Barbarians , and the 
iubmiffive people of Italy was prepared to obey, 
without a murmur, the authority which he should 
condefcend to eitcrcifc as the vicegerent of the 
emperor of the Weft. But Odoacer had refolved 
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to abolish that ufelefs and cxpcnfive office ; and chap. 
iiich is the v/^eight of antique prejudice , that it re- xxxvl. 
quired fome boldnefs and penetration to difcovcr 
the extreme facility of the cnterprife. The un- 
fortunate Auguftulus was made the inftrument of 
his own difgrace ; he fignified his refignation to 
the fenate ; and that aflembly , in their lafl: act of 
obedience to a Roman prince , flill aflFected the . 
fpirit of freedom, and the forms of the conftitu- 
tion. An epiftle was addreffed » by their unani- 
mous decree, to the emperor Zeno , the fon-in- 
law and fucceffor of Leo'; who had lately been 
reftored, after a short rebellion , to the Byzantine 
throne. They folemnly " difclaim the neceffity, 
33 or even the wish , of continuing any longer the 
35 Imperial fucceffion in Italy ; fince , in their opi- 
35 nion , the majefty of a fole monarch is fufficient 
55 to pervade and protect, at the fame time, both 
35 the Eaftand the Weft. In their own name, and 
35 in the name of the people , they confcnt that 
35 the feat of univerfal empire shall be transferred 
35 from Rome to Conftantinople ; and they bafely 
35 renounce the right of chufmg their mafter, the 
55 only veftige that yet remained of the authority 
55 which had given laws to the world. The re- 
33 public ( they repeat that name without ablush) 
55 might fafcly confide in the civil and military 
55 virtues of Odoacer; and they humbly requeft, 
55 that the emperor would invefl him with the title 
,5 of Patrician , and the adminiftration of the dio^ 
^^cefc of Italy. " The deputies of the fenate were 
received at Conftantinople with fome marks of 
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CHAT, difpleafure and indignation ; and when they were 
sxxvt admitted to the audience of Zeno , he fternly re- 
proached them with their treatinent of the two 
emperors , Anthemius andNepos, whom the Eaft 
had fucceffively granted to the prayers of Italy^ 
„ The firft " ( continued he ) " you have mur- 
» dered ; the fecond you have expelled : but the 
s^Xecond is ftill alive , and whiifl; he lives he is 
9> your lawful fovereign." But the prudent Zeno 
foon deferted the hopelefs caufe of his abdicated 
colleague. His vanity was gratified by the title 
of fole emperor, and by the ftatues erected to his 
honour in the feveral quarters of Rome; he en- 
tertained a friendly , though ambiguous , corre* 
fpondence with the patrician Odoacer ; and .he 
gratefully accepted the Imperial enfigns , the fa- 
cred ornaments of the throne and palace, which 
the Barbarian was not unwilling to remQve.from 
the fight of the people "*. 
Augiiftu- In the fpace of twenty years fince the death of 
Jus is ba. Valentinian , nine emperors had fucceffively dif- 
thcLucui. appeared ; and the fon of Oreftes, a youth re- 
lan villa, commended only by his beauty , would be the 
leaft entitled to the notice of poftcrity , if his 
reign , which was marked by the extinction of the 
Roman empire in the Weft , did not leave a me- 
morable ^rain the hiftory of mankind "^ The 
patrician Oreftes had married the daughter of 
Count Romulus y of Petovio , in Noricum : the 
iidLmt oi Augujlus y notwithftanding the jealoufy of 
power , was known at Aquileia as a familiar fur- 
name ; and the appellations of the two great 
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founders , of the city , and , of the monarchy , chap. 
were thus ftrangcly united in the laft of their fuc- xxxvi. 
ceffors"'. The fon of Oreftes affumed and dif- 
graced the names of Romulus Auguftus ; but the 
firft was corrupted into Momyllus , by the Greeks, 
and the fecond has been changed by the Latins 
into the contemptible diminutive Auguftulus. 
The life of this inoflFenfive youth was fpared by 
the generous clemency of Odoacer ; who difmif- 
fed him , vrith his whole family , from the lmpe« 
rial palace , fixed his a,nnual allowance at fix 
thoufand pieces of gold, and afligned the caftle 
of Lucullus , in Campania , for the place of his 
exile or retirement "^. As foon as the Romans 
breathed from the toils of the Punic war , they 
yrtxt, attracted by the beauties arid the pleafure^ 
of Campania ; and the cou«try-houfe of the elder 
Scipio at Liternum , exhibited a lading model 
of their ruftic fimplicity "*• The delicious shores 
of the bay of Naples were crowded with villas ; 
and Sylla applauded the mafterly skill of his rival, 
who had feated himfelf on the lofty promontory 
of Mifenum , that commands , on every fide , 
the £ea and land , as far as the boundaries of 
the horizon "'. The villa of Marius was pur- 
chafed , within a few years , by Lucullus , and 
th6 price had increafcd from two thoufand five 
hundred , to more than fourfcore thoufand , 
pounds fteriing"*. It was adorned by the ne>y 
proprietor with Grecian arts , and Afiatic trea- 
fures; and the houfes and gardens of Lucullus 
obtained a diftipguishcd rank in the lift of 
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CHAP. Imperial palaces'". When the Vandals became 
XXXVI. forn liable to the fea-coaft, the Lucullan villa, 
on ihe promontorj^ of Mifenum , gradually af- 
fumed the ftrength and appellation of a ftroiig 
caftle , the obfcure retreat of the laft emperor of 
the Weft. About twenty years after that great 
revolution , it was converted into a church and 
monaftery , to receive the bone's of St. Severinus. 
They fccurely repofed , amidft the broken tro- 
phies of Cimbric and Armenian victories, till the 
beginning of the tenth century; when the fortifi- 
cations, which might afford a dangerous shelter 
to the Saracens, were demolished by the people 
of Naples''*. 
Decay of Odoacer was the firft Barbarian who reigned in 
manf^irit ^^^'x » ^^^^ ^ people who had once afferted their 
juft fuperiority above the reft of mankind. The 
difgrace of the Romans ftlll excites our refpect- 
ful companion , and we fondly fympathife with the 
imaginary grief and indignation of their degenerate 
poftcrity. But the calamities of Italy had gradually 
fubdued the proud confcioufnefs of freedom and 
glory. In the age of Roman virtue , the provinces 
were fubject to the arms , and the citizens to the 
laws , of the republic ; till thofe laws were fubverted 
by civil difcord, and both the city and the pro- 
vinces became the fervile property of a tyrant. 
The forms of the conftitution , which alleviated 
or difguifed their abject slavery , were abolished 
by time and violence; the Italians alternately la- 
mented the prefence or the abfence of the fo vereigns, 
\^hom they detefted or defpifedi and the fucceflion 
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of five centuries inflicted the various evils of mili- 
tary licence, capricious defpotifm, and elaborate 
oppreffion. During the fame period, the Barba- 
TVkns had emerged from obfcurity and coiitempt, 
and the warriours of Germany and Scythia were 
introduced into the provinces , as the fervants , 
the allies, and at length the mafters , of the Ro- 
mans , whom they infulted or protected. The 
hatred of the people was fuppreffed by fear ; they 
refpected the fpirit and fplendour of the martial 
chiefs who were invefted with the honours of the 
empire: and the fate of Rome had long depended 
on the fword of thofe formidable fttangers. The 
ftern Ricimer, who trampled on the ruins of Italy, 
had exercifed the power, without affuming the 
title , of a king ; and the patient Romans were in- 
. fenfibly prepared to acknowledge the royalty of 
Odoacer and his Barbaric fucceffors. 

The king of Italy was not unworthy of the high 
flation to which his valour apd fortune had ex- 
alted him : his favage manners were polished by 
the habits of converfation ; and he refpected , 
though a conqueror and a Barbarian , the inftitu- 
tions, and even the prejudices , of his fubjects. 
After an interval of feven years , Odoacer re- 
ftored the confulshlp of the Weft. For himfelf , 
he modeftly , or proudly , declined an honour 
which was ftill accepted by the emperors of the 
Eaft; but the curuie chair was fucceflively filled 
by eleven of the mod illuflrious fenators'"; and 
the lift is adorned by the refpectable name of Ba- 
filius^ whofe virtues claimed the friendship and 
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CHAP, grateful applaufe of Sidonius, his client*'*. The 
xxxri. j^^g Qf j|^g emperors were ftrictly enforced, and 
the civil adminiftration of Italy was ftill exercifed 
by the Praetorian pr?efect , and his fubordinate 
officers. Odoacer devolved on the Roman ma* 
giftrates the odious and oppreflBve task of col- 
lecting the public revenue ; but he referved for 
himfelf the merit of feafonable and popular indul- 
gence*'*. Like the reft of the Barbarians, he 
had been inftructed in the Arian herefy; but he 
revered the monaftic and epifcopal characters ; 
and the filence of the Catholics atttfts the tole- 
ration which they enjoyed. The peace of the* 
city required the interpofition of his praefect Ba- 
filius, in the choice of a Roman pontiflf: the de- 
cree which reftrained the clergy from alienating 
their lands, was ultimately defigned for the be- 
nefit of the people , whofe devotion would have 
been taxed to repair the dilapidations of the 
church "*. Italy was protected by the arms of 
its conqueror; and its frontiers were refpected by 
the Barbarians of Gaul and Germany, who had 
fo long infulted the feeble race of Theodofius. 
Odoacer paffed the Hadriatic, to chaftife the af- 
* faffins of the emperor Nepos , and to acquire the 
maritime province of Dalmatia. He paffed the 
Alps, to refcue the remains of Noricum from 
Fava , orFeletheus, king of the Rugians , who^ 
held his refidence beyond the Danube. The 
king was vanquished in battle, and led away pri- 
foner; a numerous colony of captives and fub* 
jects was uanfplanted into Italy ; and Rome> 
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after a long period of defeat and difgrace , might chap. 
claim the triumph of her Barbarian maftcr'". xxxvi. 

Notwithftanding the prudence and fuccefs of J|^''""*^*« 
Odoacer , his kingdom exhibited the fad pro- xtaiy. 
fpect of mifery and defolatioh. Since the age of 
Tiberius , the decay of agriculture had been felt 
in Italy; and it was a juft fubject of complaint, 
that the life of the Roman people depended on 
the accidents of the wir^ds and waves'". In the 
divifion and the decline of the c^mpire , the tributary 
harvefts of Egypt and Africa were withdrawn ; the 
numbers of the inhabitants continually diminished 
with the means of fubfiftence ; and the country 
was exhaufted by the irretrievable lofles of war, 
famine *'' , and peftilence. St. Ambrofe has de- 
plored the ruin of a populous diftrict , which 
had been once adorned with the flourishing cities 
of Bologna , Modena , Regium , and Placentia '*'• 
Pope Gelafius was a fubject of Odoacer ; and he 
affirms, with ftrong exaggeration, that in Emi- 
lia, Tufcany, and the adjacent provinces, the 
human fpecies was almoft extirpated **\ The 
plebeian^ of Rome , who were fed by the hand ^ 
of their mailer , perished or disappeared , as foon 
as his liberality was fupprcffed; the decline of 
the arts reduced the induftrious mechanic to 
idlenels and want; and the fenators, who might 
fuppprt with patience the ruin of their country, 
bewailed their private lofs of wealth and luxury. 
One-third of thofe ample eftates, to which the 
ruin of ItaJy is originally imputed'** , was ex- 
torted for the life of the conquerors. Injuries 



I9Z THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. ^^^^ aggravated by infults ;[ the fenfe of actual 
XXXVI. fufFerings was embittered by the fear of more 
dreadful evils ; and as new lands were allotted to 
new fwarms of Barbarians , each fenator was ap- 
prehenfive left the arbitrary furveyors should ap- 
proach his favourite villa , or his moft profitable 
farm. The leaft unfortunate were thofe who 
fubmitted without a murmur to the power which 
it was impoflible torefift. Since they defired to 
live , they o^yed fome gratitude to the tyrant 
who had fpar^d their lives ; and fince he was the 
abfolute mafter of their fortunes, the portion which 
he left muft be accepted as his pure and volun- 
tary gift '*'. The diftrefs of Italy was mitigated 
by the prudence and humanity of Odoacer , who 
had bound himfelf , at the price of his elevation, 
to fatisfy the demands of a licentious and tur- 
bulent multitude. Th^ kings of the Barbarians 
were frequently refifted , depofed , or murdered , 
by their native fubjects ; and the various bands 
of Italian mercenaries , who affociated under the. 
ftandard of an elective general , claimed a larger 
privilege of freedom and rapine. A •monarchy 
deftitiite of national union , and hereditary right, 
haftened to its diffolution. After a reign of four- 
teen years , Odoacer was oppreffed by the fupc- 
rior genius of Theodoric, king of the Oftrogoths; 
a hero alike excellent in the arts of war and 
of government , who reftored an age of peace and 
profperity, and whofe name ftill excites and dc- 
fcrves the attention of mankind. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX XVI L 

Origin i Progrefs^ and Effects of the Monajiic Life. — 
Corwerjion of the Barbarians to Chrifiianity and 
Arianifm. — Perfecution of the Vandals in Africa, — 
Extinction of Arianifm among the Barbarians. 

X Hfe indiffoluble connection of civil and ccclc- chap. 
fiaftical affairs, has compelled and encouraged me, xxxvn* 
to relate the progrefs , the perfecutions the eftab- 
lishment , the divifiions , the final triumph , and 
the. gradual corruption of Chrifiianity. I have 
purpofely delayed the confideratton of two reli- 
gious events, intercfling in the fludy of human 
nature; and important in the decline and fall of 
the Roman empire. 1. The inflitution of the 
monaflic life ' ; and , IL The converfion of the 
northern Barbarians. 

I. Profperity and peace introduced the difHnc»- t. tttE 
tlon of the vulgar and the Afcetic Chrijiians \ The monas- 
loofe and imperfect practice of religion fatisfied origj„ 0/ 
the confcience of the multitude. The prince or the monks. 
magiflrate , the foldier or merchant , reconciled 
their fervent zeal , and implicit faith, with the 
exercife of their profefCon , the purfuit of their 
Jnterefl, and the indulgence of their pailions: but 
the Afcetics who obeyed and abufed the rigid 
precepts of the gofpel, were infpir^d by the favagc 
enthufxafra, which reprefents man as a criminal^ 
and God as a tyrant. They feripusly renounced 
Vol. VI. N. 
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• HAP. the bufinefs, and the pleafures, of the age ; abjured* 
xxxviL ^j^ yfg q£ {yine^ Qf flesh , and of marriage; chaf- 
tifed their body , mortified their affections , and 
embraced a life of luifery, as the price of eternal 
happinefs. In the reign of Conftantine, the Afcc- 
tics fled from a profane and degenerate world , to 
perpetual folitude, or religious fociety. Like the 
firft Chriftians of Jerufalem ' , they refigned the 
ufe, or the property, of their temporal poffeffions ^ 
eftablisHed tegular communities of the fame fex^ 
and a fimilar difpofition; and afTumed the names 
of Hermits , Monks , and Anachorcts , expreffive of 
their lonely retreat in a natural or artificial defert. 
They foon acquired the refpect of the world, 
which they defpifed ; and the Idudeft applaufe 
was bellowed on this Divine Philosophy *, 
which furpaffed , without the aid of fcience or 
reafon, the laborious virtues of the Grecian fchools. 
The monks might indeed contend with the Stoics, 
in the contempt of fortune, of pain, and of death: 
the Pythagorean filence and fubmillion were re- 
vived in their fervile difcipline ; and they dit 
dained, as firmly as the Cynics themfelves, all the 
forms and decencies of civil fociety. But the 
votaries of this Divine Philofophy afpired to 
imitate a purer and more perfect model. They trod 
in the footfteps of the prophets, who had retired 
to the defert * ; and they reftored the devout and 
contemplative life , which had been inftituted by 
the Effenians, in Paleftine and Egypt. The phi- 
lofophic eye of Pliny had furVcyed with aftonish- 
ment a folitary people , who dwelt among the 
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palm - trees near the Dead Sea ; who fubfifted 
without money, who were propagated without 
women; and who derived from, the difgufl: and 
repentance of mankind, a perpetual fupply of 
voluntary aflbciates '. 

Egypt , the fruitful parent of fuperftition , afford- 
ed the firft example of the monadic life. Antony ^, 
an illiterate * youth of t"he lower parts of Thebais, 
dUftributed his patrimony ' , deferted his family 
and native home, and executed his monaftic pen« 
nance with original and intrepid fanaticifm. After 
a long and painful noviciate, among the tombs, 
and in a ruined tower, he boldly advanced into 
the defert three days journey tq the eaftward of 
the Nile; discovered a lonely fpot, which poffeffed 
the advantages of shade and water , and ^xed his 
lad refldence on mount Colzim near the Red Sea; 
where an ancient monaftery ftill preferves the 
name and imemory of the faint '*. The curious 
devotion of the Chriftians purfued him to the 
defert ; and \f hen , he was obliged to appear at 
Alexandria, in the face of mankind, he Supported 
his fame with difcretion and dignity. He enjoyed 
the friendship of Athanafius, whole doctrine he 
approved; and the Egyptian peafant refpectfuUy 
declined a refpectful invitation from the emperor 
Conftantine. The venerable patriarch ( for Antony 
attained the age of one hundred and five years ) asi-Tr3<<* 
beheld the numerous progeny which had beeit 
formed by his example and his leflbns. The prolific 
colonies of monks multiplied with rapid increafe 
on the fands of Libya, upon the rocks of Thebais, 

Ni« 
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and in the cities of tBe Nile. To the fouth of 
Alexandria, the mountain, and adjacent defcrt, 
of Nitria, were peopled by five thoufand anacho- 
rets; and the traveller may ftill inveftigate the 
ruins of fifty monafteries, w^hich vrere planted ia 
that barren foil, by the difciples of Antony ". In 
the Upper Thebais , the vacant Island of Ta- 
benne " was occupied by Pachomius, and fourteen 
hundred of his brethren. That holy abbot fucceC^ 
lively founded nine monafteries of men, and one 
of women $ and the feftival of Eafter fometimes 
collected fifty thoufand religious perfons , who 
followed his angelic rule of difcipline ''. The 
ftately and poputpus city of Oxyrinchus , the feat 
^f Chriftian orthodoxy, had devoted the temples, 
the public edifices, and even the ramparts, to pious 
and charitable ufes ; and the bishop , who might 
preach in twelve churches, computed ten thoufand 
females, and twenty thoufand males, of the monaf* 
tic profeffion '*. The Egyptians , who gloried in 
this marvellous revolution , weilfe difpofed to 
hope, and to believe, that the number of the 
monks was equal to the remainder of the people **; 
and pofterity might repeat the faying , which had 
formerly been applied to the facred animals of the 
fame country , That , in Egypt , it was lefs diffi- 
cult to find a god , than a man. 

Athanafius introduced into Rome the know- 
tionofthe |^j„ jjjjj practice of the monaftic life; and a 

monadic rtiri* i*ij»i \ * 

life at fchool ot this ncw philofophy was opened by the 
difciples of Antony, who accompanied their pri- 
mate to the holy threshold of the Vaticaoi, The 
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llrange and favage appearance of thefe Egyptians 
excited, at firft, horror and contempt, and, at 
length ) applaufe and zealous imitation. The fenat- 
ors, and more efpecially the matrons, transformed 
their palaces and villas into religious houfes ; and 
the narrow inftitution oijtx Vpftails, was eclipfed 
by the frequent monafteries, which ^v«re feated on 
the ruins of ancient temples, and in the midft of 
the Roman Forum ". Inflamed by the cxaujple of 
Antqny , a Syrian youth, whofe name was Hila- 
rion '% fixed his dreary abode on a fandy beach, 
between the fea and a morafs, about feven miles 
from Gaza, The auftere pennance, in which he 
pcrfifted forty-eight years, diflFufed a fimilar enthu- 
iiafm; and the holy man was followed by a train 
of two or three thoufand anachbrets, whenever he 
Vifited the innumerable monafteries of Paleftine. 
The fame of Bafil " is immortal in the monaftic 
biftory of the Eaft. With a mind, that had tafted 
the learning and eloquence of Athens; with an 
ambition , fcarcely to be fatisfied by the archbisb- 
-opric of Caefarea , Bafil retired to a fiivage foli- 
tudc in Pontus; and deigned, for a while, to give 
laws to the fpiritual colonies which he profufely 
fcattered along the coaft of the Black Sea. In tJ*e 
Weftj^Martin of Tours '* , a foldier , an hermit, 
^ bishop, and a faint, eftablished the monafteries 
of Gaul ; two thoufand of his difciples followed 
him to the grave ; and his eloquent hiftorian chal- 
lenges the deferts of Thebais, tp produce, in a 
more favoufable climate , a ; champion of jequal 
virtue. The progrefs of the mpnks was not. lefs 
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CHAP, rapid, or univcrfal, than that of Chriftianity itfelf. 

XKX\ih Every province , and , at laft , every city , of the 
erapjre, was filled with their increafing multi- 
tudes ; and the bleak and barren isles, from Lerins 
to Lipari, that arife out of the Tufcan fea, were 
chofen by the anachorets , for the place of their 
voluntary exile. An cafy and perpetual intercourfe 
by fea and land connected the provinces of the 
Roman world; and the life of Hilarion difplays 
the ^cility with which ar\ indigent hermit of Pa- 
leftine might traverfe Egypt ^ embark for SicDy, 
cfcape to Epirus, and finally fettle in the island 
of Cyprus **. The Latin Chriftians embraced the 
religious inftitutions of Rome. The pilgrims, who 
vifited Jerufalem, eagerly copied, in the mod dif- 
tant climates of the earth, the faithful model of 
the monaftic life. The difciples of Antony fpread 
themfelves beyond the tropic over the Chriftian 
empire of iEthiopia *\vThe monaftery of Ban- 
chor **, in Flintshire, which contained above two 
thoufand brethren , difperfed a numerous colony 
among the Barbarians olF Ireland *S and lona, one 
of the Hebrides, which was planted by the Irish 
monks, difFufed over the northern regions a doubt- 
ful ray of fcience and fuperftition **. 

fttures 5f Thefc unhappy exiles from focial life, were ira- 

jts rawd pelled by the dark and implacable genius of fuper- 
ftition. Their mutual refolution was fupportcd by 
the example of millions , of either fex , of every 
age, and of every rank ; and each profelyte, who 
entered the gates of a monaftery, was perfuaded, 
that he trod the fteep and thorny path of eternal 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 199 

liappinefs *\ But the operation of thefe religious c H a f* 
motives was variously determined by the temper ^^'^vn; 
and fituation of mankind. Reafon might fubdue, 
or paflGon might fufpend, their influence : but they 
acted moft forcibly on the infirm minds of children 
and females; they were ftrengthene^d by fecret 
remorfe^ or accidental misfortune; and they might 
derive fome aid from the temporal confiderations 
of vanity or intereft. It was naturally fuppofed^ 
that the pious and humble monks, who had re^^ 
nounced the world, to accomplish the work of their 
falvation, were the beft qualified for the fpiri* 
tual government of the Chriftians. The reluctant 
hermit was torn from his cell, and feated*, amidft 
the acclamations of the people, on the epifcopal 
throne: the roonafteries of Egypt, of Gaul, and 
of the Eaft, fupplied a regular fuccellion of faints 
and bishops; and ambition foon difcovered the 
fecret road which led to the polfeffion of wealth 
and honours **. The popular monks, whofe repu-^ 
tation was connected with the fame and fuccefs 
of the order, affiduously laboured to multiply the 
number of their fellow-captives. They infmuated 
themfelves into noble and opulent families ; and 
the fpecious arts of flattery and feduction were ^ 
employed to fccure thofe profelytes, who might 
beftow wealth or dignity on the monadic profef-% 
fion. The indignant father bewailed the loft, per- 
haps of an only fon *' ; the credulous maid was 
betrayed by vanity to violate the laws of nature ; 
and the matron afpired to imaginary perfection, 
by renouncing the virtues of domeftic life. Paula 

N4 
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f H A P. yielded to the perfuafive eloquence of Jerom *' ; 
XX^YIh ^jjj tjjg profane title of mother-in-law of God *% 
, tempted that illuftrious widow , to confecrate the 
virginity of her daughter Euflochiura. By the 
advice, and in the company, of her fpiritual guide^ 
Faula abandoned Rome and her infant fon; re- 
tired to the holy village of Bethlem ; founded an 
hofpital and four monafteiies ; and acquired , by 
}ier ^Ims and pennance, an eminent and confpi** 
cuous ftation iu the catholic church. Such rare and 
illuftrious penitents were celebrated as the glory 
and example of their age; but the monafteries 
were filled by a crowd of obfcure and abject 
plebeians '* , who gained in the cloyftcr much 
more than .they had facrificed in the world. Pea* 
iants, slaves, and mechanics, might efcape from 
poverty and contempt, to a fafe and honourable 
profeflion; whofe apparent hard&hips were mitigat* 
ed by cuftom, by popular applaufe, and by the 
fccret relaxation, of difcipline *'. The ^ubjecti of 
Rome, whofe perfons and fortunes were made 
refponfible for unequal and exorbitant tributes, 
retired from the oppreffion of the Imperial govern* 
ment; and the pufillanimous youth preferred the 
pennance of a a)onafl;ic , to the dangers of a *mili<* 
tary, life. The aflfrighted provincials, of every 
rank , who fled before . the Barbarians , found 
shelter and fubfiftence; whole legions were buried 
in thefe religious fanctuaries ; and the fame caufe, 
which relieved the diftrefs of individuals, impaired 
th^ ftrength and fortitude of the empire "• 
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The monaftic profeffion of the ancients ** was chap. 
an act o£ voluntary devotion. The inconftant fa- q^^J^^' 
natic was threatened with the eternal vengeance of of the 
the God whom he deferted : but the doors* of the aon^s. 
naonaftery were ftill open for repentance. Thofe 
monks, whofe confcience was fortified by rcafon 
or paiSon , were at liberty to refume the cha-^ 
racter of men and citizens ; and even the f{^ouies 
of Chrift might accept the legal embraces of an 
earthly lover '*• The examples of fcandal , and 
the progrefS' of fuperftition , foggefled the pro- 
priety of more for(jible. r-eftraints. Aftet* a fufc 
ficient trial , the fidelity of the novice was fecured 
by a folemn and perpetual vow j and his irrevo- 
cable engagemeiit was ratifi^ed by the laws of the 
church and ftatc. A guilty fugitive was pucfued^ 
arreflied , and reftored to his perpetual prifon ; and. 
the interpofition of the magiftrate opprefled the 
freedom and merit , which had alleviated , in fomd 
degree, the abject slavery of the monaftic diC*' 
cipline ^*. The actions of a monk, his words, *.; 

and even his thoughts, .were determined by ah \ 
inflexible rule**, or a capricious fuperior: the ' # 
slighteft offences were corrected by difgrace or 
confinement , extraordinary fafts or bloody flagel* 
lation ; and difobedience , murmur, or delay ,» 
were ranked in the catalogue of the moft heinous 
fins ^\ A blind fubmiffion to the commands of. 
the abbot ,. however abfurd, or even criminal,: 
they might fecm , was the ruling principle , th6 
firft virtue pf the Egyptian - monks ; and their 
patience was frequently exercifed by the mofb 



202 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, extravagant trials. They were directed to remove 
xxxvxi, ^^ enormous rock; afliduously to water a barren 
ftaff, that was phuited in the ground, till , at the 
end of three years , it should vegetate and bloflbm 
li(ce a tree; to walk into a fiery ftirnace; or to 
caft their infant into, a deep pond : and feveral 
faints , or madmen, have been immortalized in 
monadic ftory , by their thoughtlefs , and fear- 
lefs, obedience ". The freedom of the mind, 
the fource of every generous and rational fen- 
timent , was deftroyed by the habits of credu^. 
Mty and fubmiffion; and. the monk , contracting 
the vices of a slave, devoutly followed the faith 
and paffions of his ecclcfiaftical tyrant. The peace 
of the eaftern church was invaded by a fwarm of 
fanatics ,' incapable of fear , or reafon , or bur 
manity; and the Imperial troops acknowledged* 
without shame, that they were much lefs appre* 
henfive of an encounter with the fierceft Bar* 
barians '*. 

Their Superftition has often framed and: confecrated. 

drefs ufA the fantaftic garments of the monks ** : but their 

UoA. ' apparent fingularity fometimes proceeds from their 
uniform attachment to a fimple and primitive 
model , which the revolutions of fashion have 
made ridiculous in the eyes of mankind. The 
father .of the Benedictines exprefely difclaims 
all idea of choice, or merit; and foberly exhorts 
his difciples to adopt the coarfe and convenient 
drefs of the countries which' they may inhabit **. 
The monaftic habits of the ancients varied with 
the climate , and their mode of life ; and they 
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aflumed, vrith the fame indififcrcnce , the sheep* cnkf^ 
skin of the Egyptian peafants, or the cloak of ^^^^vu. 
the Grecian philofophers. They allowed them- 
felves the ufe of linen in Egypt , where it was a 
cheap and domeftic manufacture ; but in the 
Weft, they rejected fuch an expenfive article of 
foreign! luxury *'. It was the practice of the 
monks either to cut or shave their hair; they 
wrapped their heads in a cowl , ' to efcape the 
fight of profane objects ; their legs and feet were 
naked , except in the extreme cold of winter; 
and their slow and feeble ft^s were fuppbrted' by 
a long ftaff. The afpect of a genuine anachorec 
was horrid and difgufting: every fenfation that 
is offenfive to man , was thought acceptable to 
God ; and the angelic rule of Tabennc con- 
demned the falutary cuftom of bathing the limbs 
in water , and of anointing them with oil **. The 
auftere monks slept on the ground , on a hard 
mat , or a rough blanket ; and the fame bundle 
of palm-leaves ferved them as a feat in the day , 
and a pillow in the night. Their original cells * « 
were low, narrow huts , built of the slighteft ma** 
terials; which formed, by the regular diftribu* 
tion of the ftreets , a large and populous village > 
ipclofing , • within the common wall , a church , ^ 

an hofpital ^ perhaps a library , fome n^cefiary 
offices , a garden , and a fountain or refcrvoir of 
fresh water. Thirty or forty brethren compofed 
a family of feparate difcipline and diet ; and the 
great monafteries of Egypt confifted of thirty or 
forty families. 
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€ H A P. . Fleafure and guilt arc fynonynsous terms In the 
XXXVII. language of the monks : and they had difcovered, 
hy experience , that rigid fafts , • and abftemious 
dtec, are the mod e£Pectual prefervatives againfl: 
the impure defires of the flesh *'. The rules of 
abftineoce , which they impofed , or practifed , 
vrere not uniform or perpetual : the cheerful 
feftival of the Pentecoft was balanced by the 
. extraordinary mortification of Lent; the fervour of 

new monafteries was infenfibly relaxed ; and the 
voracious appetite, of the Gauls could not imitate 
the patient , and. temperate , virtue of the Egyp- 
tians **. The difciples of Antony and Pacbo- 
inius were fatisfied . with their daily pittance ** , 
of twelve ounces of bread, or rather bifcuit **, 
which they divided into two frugal repafts, of 
the afternoon ,. and of the evening. It wa$ 
efteeo^ed a merit , - and almoft a duty , to abftaia 
jfrorti .f he boiled vegetables , which were provided 
for the refectory ; but the extraordinary bounty 
of the abbot fometimes indulged them with the 
luxury of cheefe , fruit , fallad , and the fmall 
dried fish of the Nile *^ A more ample latitude^ 
^ fea and river fish was gradually allowed or 
aOumed : but the ufe of flesh was long confined 
to the fick or travellers ; and when it gradually 
prevailed in the lefs rigid monafteries of Europe , 
a Angular diftinction was introduced; as if birds, 
whether wild or domeftic , had been lefs profane 
♦han the grofler animals of the field; Water was 
the pute and innocent beveridge of the primitive 
monks ; and the founder of the^ Benedictines 
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regrets the daily portion of half a pint of wine, chap. 
which had been extorted from him by the intern- xxxvii. 
perance of the age *'. Such an allowance might 
be eafily fupplied by the vineyards of Italy ; and 
his victorious difciples , who paflcd the Alps , the 
Rhine, and the Baltic, required, in the place of 
wine , an adequate compenfation of ftrong beer 
or cyder. 

The candidate who afpired to the virtue of Their ma. 
evstngelical poverty > abjured , at his firft entrance ""^^ '**• 
into a regular community , the idea , and even 
the name , of all feparatc , or exclufive , poffet 
fion *'. The brethren were fupported by their 
manual labour ; and the duty of labour was 
Arenuously recommended as a pennance, as aa 
exercife, and as the moft laudable means, of, fe« 
curing their daily fubfiftence '*. The garden , 
and 'fields, which the induftry of the monks had 
often refcued from the foreft or the morafs , were 
diligently cultivated by their hands. They per- 
formed , without reluctance , the menial offices of 
slaves and domeftics ; and the feveral trades that 
were neceffary to provide their habits, their uten-j 
ills, and their lodging , were exercifed within the 
prpcincts of the great monafteries. The monadic 
fiudies have tended, for the moft part, to darken, 
rather than to difpel , the cloud of fuperftition. 
Yet the curiofity or zeal of fome learned folita- 
ries has cultivated the ecclefiaftical , and even the 
profane, fciences : and pofterity muft gratefully 
acknowledge , that the monuments of Greek 
and Romaa literature Jbiaye been prefcry^d and 
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CHAP. niultjpHed by their indefatigable pens *'. But the 
XXXVII. niore humble induftry of the monks, efpecially 
in Egypt, was contented with the filent, feden- 
tary , occupation , of making wooden fandals , or 
of twifting the leaves of the palm-tree into mats 
and baskets. The fuperfluous ftock , which was 
not confumed in domeftic ufe , fupplied , by trade, 
the wants of the community : the boats of Ta- 
benne , and the other monafteries of Thebais, 
• defcended the Nile' as far as Alexandria; and, in^ 

a Chriftian market , the fanctity of the workmen 
might enhance the intrinfic value of the work. 
Their But the neceflity'of manual labour was infen- 

tichei. fjjjiy fuperfeded. The novice was tempted to 
beftow his fortune on the faints, in whofe fociety 
he was refolved to fpend the remainder of his life ; 
and the pernicious indulgence of the laws per- 
mitted him to receive , for their ufe , any future 
accellions of legacy or inheritance '*. Melania 
contributed her plate , three hundred pounds 
weight of filver ; and Paula contracted an im- 
menfe debt , for the relief of their favourite 
monks ; who kindly imparted the merits ot their 
prayers and pennance to a rich and liberal fm- 
ner ". Time continually increafed , and acci- 
dents could feldom diminish, the eftates of the 
popular monafteries , which fpread over the ad- 
jacent country and cities : and, in the firft cen- 
tury of their inftitution , the infidel Zofimus has 
maliciously obferved , that j for the benefit of the 
poor, the Chriftian monks had reduced a great 
part of mankind to a ftate of beggary '*. As 
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long as they maintained their original fervour , chap, 
they approved themfel ves , however , the faithful xxxvii. 
and benevolent ftewards of the charity , which 
was cntrufted to their care. But their difcipline 
was corrupted by profperity : they gradually 
aflfumed the pride of wealth , and at laft indulged 
the luxury of expence. Their public luxury 
might be excufed by the magnificence of reli- 
gious worship , and the decent motive of erecting * 
durable habitations for an immortal fociety. But 
jcvery age of the church has accufed the licen- ' 
tioufnefs of the degenerate monks ; who no 
longer remembered the object of their inftitution, 
embraced the vain and fenfual pleafures of the 
I world, which they had renounced ",*and fcan^ 
dalously abufed the riches which had been ac- 
quired by the auftere virtues of their founders **. 
Their natural defcent , from fuch painful and 
dangerous virtue, to the common vices of huma- 
nity , will not , perhaps , excite much grief or 
indignation in the mind of a philofopher. 

The lives of the primitive monks were con- Their foU- 
fumed in pennance and folitude ; undiflurbed by *"**• 
the various occupations which fill the time , and 
cxercife the faculties, of reafonable, active, and 
focial beings: Whenever thty were permitted 
to ftep beyond the precincts of the monaflery, % 
two jealous companions were the mutual guards 
9nd fpies of each other's actions ; and, after their 
return , they were condemned to forget , or , at 
leaft^ to fupprefs, whatever they had feen or 
heard ia the world. Strangers , who profefTed 
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the orthodox faith , were hofpitably entertained 
in a feparate apartment ; but their dangerous 
converfation was reflricto^ to foroe cbofen elders 
of approved difcretion and fidelity. Except in 
their prefence , the monadic slave might jiot 
receive the vifits of his friends or kindred ; and 
it was deemed highly meritorious, if he afflicted 
a tender fifter , or an aged parent , by the obfli- 
nate refufal of a word or look ". The monks 
themfelves pafled their lives , without perfonal 
attachments , among a crowd , which had been 
formed by accident , and was detained , in the 
fame prifon , by force or prejudice* Reclufe 
fanatics have few ideas or fentiments to commu« 
nicate : a* fpecial licence of the abbot regulated 
the time and duration of their familiar vifits; 
and , at their filent meals , they were enveloped 
in their cowls , inacceflible , and almofl: invifible , 
to each other ^*. Study is the refource of foli- 
tude : but education had not prepared and quar 
lifted for any liberal ftudies the mechanics and 
peafants, who filled the monadic communities. 
They might work : but the vanity of fpirituat: 
perfection was tempted to difdain the exercife of 
manual labour; and the indudry mud be faint 
and languid , which is not excited by the fenfc 
of perfonal iqtered. 

According to their faith and zeal , they might • 
employ the day , whigh they pafled in their cells, 
either in vocal or mental prayer : they affembled 
in the evening , and they were awakened in the 
-night, for the public worship of the monadery. 

The 
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The precife moment was dtterrjpiined by the ftars, c HAft 
which are f^ldom clouded in the lerene sky of ?*^^vlii 
Egypt; and a ruftic horn , or. trumpet , the fignal 
of devotion, twice interrupted the vaft filence 
of the defert^*. Even sleep, the laft refuge of 
the unhappy, was rigorously ineafu red : the. va- 
cant hours of the monk heavily rolled along., -^ 
without buiinefs or plcafurc ; and , before thd 
elofe of each day , he had repeatedly accufed the . 
tedious progrefs of the Sun*\ . In this comfort- 
lefs ftate , fuperftition fiill purfued and tormented 
her wretched votaries *\ The repofe which they 
had fought in the cloifter was difturbed by tardy 
repentance , pji^fape doubts, and iguilty defires; 
and while they, confidered each natural impuiCe 
as an unpardonable fin , they perpetually trembled 
on the edge of a flaming and bottomlefs abyfs. 
from the painful ftruggles of difeafe and defpair, 
thefe unhappy victims were fometinies telieved 
by madnefs oir death.; and , in the fixth -century , 
an hofpitai was founded at Jerufalem fbr a fmalt 
portion of the auftere penitents ^ who were de- 
prived of their fenfes *-* Their vifions , before 
they attained ' this extreme and acknowledged 
term of frenzy , have afforded ample materials of 
fupernatural hiftory. It was their firm perfua- 
fion , that the air , which they breathed , wai 
peopled with invifible enemies ; with umume- 
rable daemons , who watched every occafion and 
affumed every form , to terrify , and above all < to 
tempt, their unguarded virtue. The imagitia- 
tiori , and even the fenfes , were deceived by th0 
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« H A p. illufions of diftempcred fanaticifm ; and the her- 
• mit, whofc midnight prayer was oppreffcd by 
involuntary slumber , might eafily confound the 
phantoms of horror or delight , which had occu- 
pied his sleeping , and his waking dreams *\ 
TheCano- The naonks were divided into two clafTes : the 
bites and Ccsnobitcs , who liv^d Under a common , and regu- 
Anacho. j^^ ^ difciplirfe; and the Anachorets , who indulged 
their unfocial , independent , fanaticifm '*. The 
moft devout, or the* moft ambitious, of the fpiri- 
tual brethren, renounced the convent, as they had 
renounced the world. The fervent monafteriesof 
Egypt, Paleftine, and Syria, were furrounded by 
aLflwra*', a diftant circle of folitary cells; and 
the extravagant pehnance of the Hermits \\^s fti- 
mulated by applaufe and emulation **. They funk 
iinder the painful weight of crofTes and chains; 
and their emaciated limbs were confined by col- 
lars, bracelets, gauntlets and greaves, of maffy, 
and rigid , iron. All Tuperfluous incumbrance of 
drefs they contemptuously caft away ; and forfte 
lavage faints of both fexes have been admired , 
whofe naked bodies were only covered by their 
long hair. They afpired to reduce themfelves to 
the rude and mjferable (late in which the human 
brute is fcarcely diftinguished above his kindred 
animaU : and a numerous feet of Anachorets de- 
rived their name from their humble practice of 
grazing in the fields of Mefopotamia with the 
common herd *^. They often ufurped the den of 
fome wild beaft whom they affected to refemble ; 
they buried themfelves in fome gloomy cavern, 
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which art or nature had fcoopcd out of the rock; c tt a F. 
and the marble quarries of Thcbais are ftill in- ^t**^^ 
fcribed with the monuments of their pcnnance'*. 
The moft perfect Hermits arc fuppofed to have 
pafled many days without food , many nights 
without sleep, and many years without (peaking; 
and glorious was the man ( I abufe that name ) who 
contrived any cell, or feat, of a peculiar conftruc- 
tion , which faiight expofe him , in the moft incon* 
venient pofture , to the inclemency of the feafons. 

Among thefe heroes of the monaftic life , the siiMwa 
name ancf genius of Simeon Stylites '^ have been styutet. 
immortalized by the fingular invention of an aerial 
pennance. At the age of thirteen , the young 
Syrian deferted the profellion of a shepherd, and 
threw himfelf into an auftere monaftery. After a 
long and painful noviciate , in which Simeon was 
repeatedly favedfrom pious fuicide, he r ftablished 
liis refidence on a mountain , about thirty or forty 
miles to the Eaft of Antioch. Within the fpace 
of 2Lnumdra J or circle of ftones , to which he had 
attached himfelf by a ponderous chain , he af- 
cended a column , which was fucceffivcly raifed 
from the height of nine, to that of fixty, feet, 
from the ground^*. In this laft, and lofty, fta* 
tion , the Syrian Anachoret refifted the heat of 
thirty fummers , and the cold of as many winters. 
Habit and exercife inftructed him to maintain hid 
dangerous fituation without fear or giddinefs , and 
fucceffiyely to affume the different poftures of de- 
votion. He fome times prayed in an erect atti- 
tude ^ with his out-iUetchcd arms, in the figure 
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CHAP, of a crols; but his moil familiar practice was that 
xxxvu. ^£ binding his meagre skeleton from the forehead 
to the feet ; and a curious fpectator , after num- 
bering twelve hundred and^ forty-four repetitions, 
at length dcfifted from the endiefs account. The 
progrefs of an ulcer in his thigh '* might shorten. 
, hut it could not diflurb, this ctkftial life; and the 
patient Hermit expired , without defcending from 
his column. A prince , who .should capriciously 
inflict fuch tortures , would be deemed a tyrant ; 
but it would furpafs the power of a tyrant, toim- 
pofe a long and miferable exigence on the re* 
luctant- victims of his cruelty. This voluntary 
martyrdom muft have gradually deftroyed the fen* 
fibility both of the mind and body ; nor can it be 
prefuraed that the fanatics , who torment them- 
felve's, are fufceptible of any lively affection for 
the reft of mankind, A cruel unfeeling temper 
has diftinguishcd the monks of every age and 
country: their ftern indifference, which is feldom 
mollified by perfbnal friendship , is inflamed by 
religious hatred ; and their mercilefs zeal ha9 
ftrenuously adminiftered the holy office of the In- 
/quifition. 
Miracles The monaftic faints, who excite only, the con- 
and wor. tempt and pity of a philofopher , were rcfpected * 
moaki. *"^ almolt adored , by the prmce and people* 
Succcfliw crowds of pilgrims from Gaul and India 
fainted the divine pillar of Simeon : the tribes of 
Saracens difputed in arms the honour of his bene* 
diction ; the queens of Arabia and Perfia gratefully 
confeffed his fupernatural virtue; and the angelic 
Hermit was confulted by the younger Theodofius, 
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m the rood important concerns of the church and c h /i ?• 
ftate. ■ His remains were Iranfported from the xxxvif. 
mountain of TeienifTa , by a folemn proceffion of 
the patriarch., the matter-general of the Eaft, fix 
bishops, twenty-one counts or tribunes , and fix 
thoufand foldiers; and A ntioch revered his bones, 
as her glorious ornament and impregnable defence. 
The fame of the apoftles and martyrs was gradually 
cclipfed by thefe recent and popular Anachorets ; 
the Chriftian world fell proftratc before their 
shrines ; and the miracles afcribed to their relics 
exceeded, at lead in number and duration, the 
fpiritual exploits of their lives. But the golden 
legend of their lives '* was embellished b/' the 
artful credulity of their interefted brethren ; and 
a believing age was eafily perfuaded , that the 
slighteft caprice of an Egyptian or a Syrian monk, 
had been fufficient to interrupt the eternal laws of 
the univerfe. The favourites of Heaven were 
accuftomed to cure inveterate difeafes with 
a touch , a word , or a diftant meffage ; and 
to expel the moft obftinate daemons from the fouls, 
or bodies, which they pofTefled. They famiharly 
accofted, or imperiously commanded, the lions • 
and ferpents of the defert ; infufed vegetation into 
a faplefs trunk; fufpended iron on the furface of 
the .water; paffed the Nile on the back of a cro* 
codile , and refreshed themfel ves in a fiery furnace. 
Thefe extravagant tales i which difplay the fiction^ 
without the genius , of poetry , have feriously 
affected the reafpn , the faith , and the morals , of 
the Chriftians. Their credulity debafed and vitiated \ 
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the faculties of the mind : they corrupted the evi- 
dence of hiftory; and fuperftition gradually* extin- 
guished the hoftile light of philofophy and fcience. 
Every mode of religious worship which had been 
practifed by the faints , every myfterious doctrine 
which they believed , was fortified by the fanction 
of divine revelation , and all the manly virtues were 
opprefTed by the fervile and pufillanimous reiga 
of the mohks. If it be poflfible to meafure the in- 
terval , between the philofophic writings of Cicero 
and the facred legend of Theodoret , between the 
character of Cato and that of Simeon , we may 
appreciate the memofable revolution which was 
accomplished in the Roman empire within a peViod 
of five hundred years. 

II. The progrefs of Chriftianity has been 
marked by two glorious and decifive victories : 
over the learned and luxuriouis citizens of the Ro- 
man empire; and over the warlike Barbarians of 
Scythia and Germany, whofubverted the empire, 
and embraced the religion , of the Romans. The 
Goths were the foremoft of thefe favage profc- 
lytes ; arid the nation was indebted for its conver- 
fion to a countryman , or, at leafl;, to a fubject, 
worthy to be ranked among the inventors of ufe- 
ful arts , who have deferved the remembrance and 
gratitude of pofterity, A great number of Ro- 
man provincials had been led away into captivity 
by the Gothic bands, who ravaged Afia in the 
time of Gallienus: and of thefe captives, many 
were Chriftian^ , and feveral belonged to the 
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ccclefiaftical order. Thofe involuntary milfionaries, chap. 
difperfed as slaves in the villages of Dacia , fuc- XXXVO. 
ceflGvely laboured for the falvation of their mat 
ters. The feeds , which they planted of the evan- 
gelic doctrine , were gradually propagated; and^ 
before the end of a century; the pious work wa^ 
atchieved by the labours of Ulphilas, whole an- 
ceftors had been tranfported beyond the Danube 
from a fmall town of Cappadocia. 

Ulphilas, the bishop and apoftle of the Goths"*, uipWiM. 
acquired their love and reverence by his blamelefs *^**^j^J 
life and indefatigable zeal; and they received, a. d. 
with implicit confidence , the doctrines of truth 3«xetc, 
and virtue , which he preached and practifed. He 
executed the arduous task of translating the Scrip-? '' 
tures into their native tongue , a dialect of the 
German , or Teutonic , language ; but he pru- 
dently fupprcffed the four books of Kings, as they 
might t^nd to irritate the fierce and fanguinary 
fpirit of the Barbarians. The rude , imperfect , 
idiom of foldiers and shepherds , fo ill-qualified 
to communicate anyfpiritual ideas, was improved 
and modulated by his genius ; and Ulphilas, be- 
fore be could frame his verfion , was obliged to 
compofe a new alphabet of twenty-four letters ; 
four of which he invented , to exprcfs the peculiar 
founds that were unknown to the Greek, and La- 
tin pronunciation '*. But the profperous ftate of 
the Gothic church was foon alHicted by war and 
intefline difcord, and the chieftains were divided 
by religion as well as by interefl. Fritigcrn , the 
friend of the Romans, became the profelyte of 

O 4 



%i6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. Ulphilas ; while the haughty foul of Athanaric 
jcjfxvii. jjifdarned the yoke of the empire , and of the Go- 
fpel. The faith of the new converts was tried by 
the perfecution which he excited. A waggon, 
bearing aloft the shapelefs image , of Thor , per-p 
haps , or of Woden,, was conducted in folemn pro* 
ccffion through the ftreets of the camp ; and the 
rebels , who refufed to worship the God of their . 
fathers, were imnaediately burnt, with their tents 
jind families. The character of Ulphilas recom- 
mended him to the efteem of the Eaftern court , 
where he twice appeared as the minifter of peace; 
he pleaded the caqfe of the diftreffed Goths who 
implored the protection of Valens ; and the name 
of Mofes was applied to this fpiritual guide , who 
, conducted his people , through the deep waters of 

the Danube , to .the Land ofPromife^'. The de- 
vout shepherds , who w^re attached to his perfon, 
and tractable tohisvoide, acquiefced in their fet- 
tlement, at the foot of the Maefian mountains, ia 
a country of woodlands and paftures , which fup- 
ported their flocks and herds , and enabled them 
to purchafe the corn and wine of the more plenti- 
ful provinces. Thefe harmlefs Barbarians mul- 
tiplied, in obfcure peace, and the profeffion of 
Chriftianity^*. 
^^» Their fiercer brethren , the formidable Vifi- 

Vandais, goths , univerfally adopted the religion pf the Ro- 
^urgun- mans , with whom they maintained a perpetual 
tmbracc intcrcourfe , of war, of friendship , or of conqueft. 
Chriftianity,In thcir long and victorious march from the Da- 
ftc/^°°' npbe to the Atlantiq ocean, they converted their 
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allies; they educated the rifing generation; and 
the devotion which reigned in the camp of Alaric, 
or the court of Thouloufe , might edify , or dif- 
grace , the palaces of Rome and Conftantinople ". 
During the fame period , Chriftianity was em. 
braced by almoft all the Barbarians, who efta- 
Wished their kingdoms on the ruins of the Weftern 
empire ; the Burgundians in Gaul , the Suevi in 
Spain , the Vandals in Africa , the Oftrogoths in 
Fannonia , and the various bands of Mercenaries , 
that raifed Odoacer to the throne of Italy. The 
Franks and the Saxons ft ill perfevered in the er- 
rors of Paganifm ; but the Franks obtained the mo- 
narchy of Gaul by their fubmiffion to the example 
of Glovis ; and the Saxon conquerors of Britain 
were reclaimed from their favage fuperftition by 
the miflionaries of Rome. Thefe Barbarian pro- 
felytes difplayed an ardent and fuccefsful zeal in 
the propagation of the faith. The Merovingian 
kings , and their fucceffors , Charlemagne and the 
Othos , extended by their laws and victories , the 
dominion of the crofs. England produced the 
apoftle of Germany ; and the evangelic light was 
gradually difFufed from the neighbourhood of the 
Rhine, to the nations of the Elbe, the Viftula, 
and the Baltic '*. 

The different motives which influenced the 
reafon , or the paflions , of the Barbarian converts, 
cannot eafily be afcertained. They were often 
capricious and accidental ; a dream , an omen, the 
report of a miracle , the example of fome prieft?, 
or hero , the charms of a bdie^ng wife , and 
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above all , the fortunate event of a prayer , or 

vow, which, in a moment of danger, they had 

addrefled to the God of the Chriftians '*. The early 

prejudices of education were infenfibly erazed by 

the habits of frequent and familiar fociety ; the 

moral precepts of the Gofpcl were protected by 

th^ extravagant virtues of the monks ; and a fpi- 

ritual theology was fupported by the vifible power 

of relics , and the pomp oF religious worship. 

But the rational and ingenious mode of perfuafion, 

which a Saxon bishop *' fuggefled to a popular 

faint y might fometimes be employed by the 

miffionaries, who laboured for the converfion of 

nfidels. " Admit, " fays the fagacious difputant, 

, whatever they are pleafed to affert of the fa- 

, bulous , and carnal , genealogy of their gods 

, and goddeffes , who are propagated from each 

, other. From this principle deduce their im* 

, perfect nature , and human infirmities ^ the af- 

, furance they were born , and the probability 

, that they will die. At what time , by what 

; means, from what caufe, were the eldeft of 

, the gods or goddeffes produced? Do they ftill 

, continue, or have they ceafed, to propagate? If 

, they have ceafed, fummon your antagonifts to 

, declare the reafon of this ftrange alteration. If 

, they ftill continue , the number of the gods muft 

, become infinite; and shall we not risk, by the 

, indifcreet worship of fome impotent deity, to 

, excite the refentment of his jealous fuperior? 

, The vifible heavens and earth , the whole fyftem 

, of the univerfe , which may be conceived by 
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,, the mind, is it created or eternal? If created, chap. 
,, how, or where, could the gods themfelves exift xxxvil. 
,,' before the creation? If eternal, how could they 
,, aflume the empire of an independent and pre- 
„ exifting world ? Urge thefe arguments with 
,, temper and moderation ; infmuate , at feafon- 
,, able intervals, the truth, and beauty, of the 
„ Chriftian revelation; and endeavour to make 
„ the unbelievers ashamed , without making them 
„ angry, " This metaphyseal reafoning, too re- 
fined perhaps for the Barbarians of Germany, was 
fortified by the grofler weight of authority and po- 
pular confent. The advantage of temporal pro- 
fperity bad deferted the Pagan caufe , and palTed 
over to the fervice of Chriftianity. The Romans 
th^mfelves, the mod powerful and enlightened 
nation of the globe, had renounced their ancient 
fuperftition ; and , if the ruin of their empire 
feemed to accufe the ^ fficacy of the new faith , the 
difgrace was already retrieved by the converfion of • 
the victorious Goths. The valiant and fortunate 
Barbarians , who fubdued the provinces of the 
Weft, fucceffively received , and reflected, the 
fame edifying example. Before the age of Char- 
lemagne , the Chriftian nations of Europe might 
exult in the exclufive poQeflion of the temperate 
climates , of the fertile lands , which produced 
corn , wine, and oil ; while the favage idolaters, 
and their helplefs idols , were confined to the 
extremities of the earth, the dark and frozen 
regions of the North ". 
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Chriftianity, which opened the gates of Heaven 
XXX vii. to the Barbarians, introduced an important change 
Effects of jj^ ^j^gjj, moral and political condition. They re- 
verfion. ceived , at the fame time , the ufe of letters , fo ef- 
fential to a religion whofe doctrines are contained 
in a facred book ; and while they ftudied the di- 
vine truth, their minds were infenfibly enlarged 
by the diftant view of hiftory, of nature, of the 
arts , and of fociety. The verfion of the Scrip- 
tures into their native tongue , which had facili- 
tated their converfion , muft excite , among their 
clergy, fome curiofity to read the original text, 
to underftand the faored liturgy of the church, • 
and to examine , in the writings of the fathers, the\ 
chain of ecclefiaftical tradition. Thefe fpirituai 
gifts were preferved in the Greek and Latin lan- 
guages , which concealed the ineftimable monu- 
ments of ancient* learning. The immortal pro- 
ductions of Virgil , Cicero , and Livy , which were 
♦ acceffible to the Chriftian Barbarians, maintained 
a filent intercourfe between the reign of Auguftus , 
and the times of Clovis and Charlemagne. The 
emulation of mankind was encouraged by the re- 
membrance of a more perfect flate ; and the flame 
of fcience was fccretly kept alive , to warm and 
enlighten the mature age of the Weftern world. 
In the moft corrupt ftate of Chriftianity , the Bar- 
jbarians might learn juftice from the law, and 
mercy from the gofpel: and if the knowledge of 
their duty was infufficient to guide their actions, 
or to regulate their paflions; they were fometimes 
reftrained by confcience , and frequently punished 
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hy rcmorfc. But the dire(^t authority of religion c h a p.^ 
'was lefs effectual , than tjbe holy Gpmmunion which xxkvu, 
united them* with their Ghriftian brethren in fpi- 
ritual friendship. The influence of thefe fenti* 
ments contributed to fecure their fidelity in the 
fervice , or the alliance » of the Romans , to alle^ 
viate the horrors of war, to moderate the infolence 
ol conqueft , and to preserve , in the downfall of 
the empire , a permanent refpect for the name and 
inftitutions of Rome. In the days of Paganifm , 
the priefts of Gaul and Germany reigned over the 
people , and controuled the jurifdiction of the ma? 
giftrates ; and the zealous profelytes transferred ar» 
equal , or more ample , meafure of devout obe* 
dience, to the' pontiffs of the Ghriftian faith. The 
facred character of the bishops was fupported by 
their temporal poffeflions ; they obtained an ho- 
nourable feat in the legislative affemblies of fol- 
diers and freemen ; and it was their intereft . as 
well as their duty , to mollify , by peaceful coun-|> 
fcls , the fierce fpirit of the Barbarians. The per* 
petual correfpondence of the Latin clergy, the 
frequent pilgrimages to Rome and Jerufalem^ 
artd the growing authority of the Popes, cemented 
the union of the Ghriftian republic : and gradually 
produced the fimilar manners, and common jurif- 
prudence, which .have diftinguisbed , from the 
reft of mankind , the independent , and even hof* 
tile , nations of modern Europe. . 

But the operation ^of thefe caufes was checked They are 
and retarded by the unfortunate accident, which i"'<>^vc^ ^n 
mtufed a deadly poifon into the cup of Salvation, hereiy. 
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CHAP. Whatever might be the carljr fcntiments of Ul- 
xxxviL ^hilas , his connections with the empire and the 
church were formed during the reign of Arianifm. 
The apoftle of the Goths fubfcribed the creed of 
Rimini ; profeffed with freedom , and perhaps with 
fincerity , that the Son was not equal , or confub*> 
ftantial to the Father '* ; communicated thefe er- 
rors to the clergy and people ; and infected the 
Barbaric world with an herefy **, which the great 
Theodofius profcribed and extinguished among 
the Romans. The temper and underftanding of 
the new profclytes were not adapted to metaphy- 
fical fubtleties; but they ftrenuously maintained, 
what they had piously received , as the pure and 
genuine do.ctrines of Chriftianity. The advantage 
of preaching and expounding the Scriptures in the 
Teutonic language , promoted the apoftolic la- 
bours of Ulphilas , and his fuccefrors ; and they 
ordained a competent number of bishops and prcf- 
byters , for the inftruction of the kindred tribes. 
The Oftrogoths , the Burgundians , the Suevi , and 
the Vandals , who had liftened to the eloquence of 
the Latin clergy •* , preferred the more intelligible 
leffons of their domeftic teachers; and Arianifm 
was adopted as the national faith of the warlike 
converts, who were feated on the ruins of the 
Weftern empire. This irreconcilable difference 
of religion was a perpetual fource of jealoufy and 
hatred ; and the reproach of Barbarian was embit- 
tered by the more odious epithet of Heretic. The 
heroes of the North , who had fubmitted , with 
fome reluctance, to believe that all their anceftors 
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iwcrc in hell "; were aftonished and exafperated 
to learn, that they them fel^es had only changed 
the mode of their eternal condemnation. Inftead 
of the fmootb applaufe , /which Chriftian kings are 
accuftomed to expect from their loyal prelates, the 
orthodox bishops and their clergy were in a ftatc 
of oppofition to the Arian courts; and their indiF- 
creet oppofition frequently became criminal , and 
iriight fometimes be dangerous "• The pulpit, 
that fafe and facred organ of fedition, refounded 
with the names of Pharaoh and Holofernes *' ; the 
public difcontent was inflamed by the hope or 
promife of a glorious deliverance; and the fedi- 
tious faints were tempted to promote the accom- 
plishment of their own predictions, Notwithftand- General > 
ing thefe provocations , the Catholics of Gaul , 
Spain , and Italy , enjoyed , under the reign of 
the Arians, the free, and peaceful, exercife. of 
their religion. Their haughty matters refpected the 
2eal of a numerous people , refolved to die at the 
foot of their altars ; and the example of their de- 
vout conftancy was admired and imitated by the 
Barbarians themfelves. The concjuerors evaded, 
however , the difgraceful reproach , or confeffion , 
of fear, by attributing thejr toleration to the li- 
beral motives of rcafon and humanity; and while 
they aflfected the language, they imperceptibly 
imbibed the fpirit , of genuine Chriftianity. 

The peace of the church was fometimes inter- 
rupted. The Catholics were indifcreet , the Bar- 
barians were impatient; and the partial acts of 
fcvcrity or injuftice \rhich had been recommended 
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CHAP, by the Anan clergy, were exaggerated by the 
xxxviL orthodox writers. The guilt of perfecution may 
be imputed to Euric, king of the Vifigoths; who 
fufpended the cxercife of ecclefiaftical , or at lead, 
of epifcopai , functions ; and punished the popular 
bishops of Aquitain with imprifonment , exile , and 
confifcation ". But the cruel and iabfurd enter- 
prife of fubduing the minds of a whole people, 
Genferic* was undertaken by the Vandals alone. Genferic 
^- °- himfelf, in his early youth, had renounced the 
* orthodox communion ; and the apofliate could 
neither grant , nor expect , a fincere forgivenefs. 
He was exafperated to find, that the Africans, 
who had fled before him. in the field, ftill pre- 
fumed to difpute his will in fynods and churches; 
and his ferocious mind was incapable of fear , or of 
compafiion. His Catholic fubjects were oppreffed 
by intolerant laws , and arbitrary punishments. 
The language of Genferic was furious , and for- 
midable ; the knowledge of his intentions might 
juftify the moft unfavourable interpretation of his 
actions; and the Arians were reproached with the 
frequent executions , which fialned the palace « 
and the dominions, of the tyrant. Arms and am- 
bition were, however, the ruling paffions of the 
Huniierfc, monarch of the fea. But Hunneric , his inglorious 
A.D. 477. fori'; who feemed to inherit only his vices, tor- 
mented the Catholics with the fame unrelenting 
fury , which had been fatal to his brother , his ne- 
phews, and the friends and favourites of his fa- 
ther: and, even to the Arian patriarch, who was 
inhumanly burnt alive in the midft of Carthage. 

The 
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The religious war was preceded and prepared by c h a p"! 
an infidious truce ; perfecution was made the x^^^^'» 
ferious and important bufinefs of the Vandal 
court ; and the loathfome difeafe , which haftened 
the death of Hunneric , revenged the injuries , 
without contributing to the deliv^erance , of the 
church. The throne of Africa was fucceflively Gonda-i 
filled by the two nephews of Hunneric; by Gun- ^^"^434^ 
damund, who reigjied about twelve, and by 
Thrafimund , who governed the. nation above 
twenty-fcven years. Their adlminiftration was 
hoftile and oppreffive to the orthodox party; 
Gundamund appeared to emulate , or even to 
furpafs, [the cruelty of his uncle; and, if at 
length he relented, if he recalled the bishops i 
and reftored the freedom 4)f Athanafian worship,, 
a premature death intercepted the benefits of his 
tardy clemency. His brother, Thrafimund, was Tbrad^ 
the greateft and moft accomplished of the Vandal ""^^^^j^ 
kings j whom he excelled in beauty, prudence, 
and magnanimity of foul. But this magnanimous 
character Was degraded by his intolerant zeal 
and deceitful clemency. Inftead of threats and .tor- 
tures, he employed the gentle ^ but efficacious, 
powers of feduction. Wealth , dignity , ahd thi 
royal favour, were the liberal rewards of-apo- 
ftacy; the Catholics, >Vho had violated the la'v^s^ 
might purchafe their pardon by the renunciation 
of their faith; and whenever Thrafimund medi- 
tated a\iy rigorous meafure, he patiently waited 
till the indifcretion of his adverfaries furnished 
him with a fpecious opportunity. Bigotry waf 
Vol. VL P ' 
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CHAP, his laft fentiment in the hour of death : and he 
XXXVII. exacted from his fucceflbr a folemn oath, that he 
would never tolex^te the fectaries of Athanafius. 
fiiideric. But his fucceflbr, Hilderic, the gentle fon of the 
' ^^^' favage Hunneric, preferred the duties of human- 
ity and juflice , to the vain obligation of an im- 
pious oath ; and his acceflion was gloriously- 
marked by the reftoration of peace and uliiverfal 
freedom. The throne of that virtuous, though 
feeble monarch , was ufurped by his coufm Geli- 
^. mer, a zealous Arian : but the Vandal kingdom, 

A.D.530! before he could enjoy or abufe his power, was 
fubverted by the arms of Belifarius; and the 
. orthodox party retaliated the injuries which they 
had endured **. 
A general The paflionate declamations of the Catholics, 
view of the ^jjg f^j^ hiftoriaus of this perfecution , cannot 

perfeCUtlOn rr ^ iTk* -• • r *« I 

rn Africa, afford any dilhnct fenes of caufes and events; 
any impartial view of character?, or counfels; but 
the moft remarkable circumftances , that deferve 
either credit or notice , may be referred to the 
following heads: L In the original law, which 
is ftill extant **, Hunneric exprefsly declares, 
and the declaration appears to be correct, that 
he had faithfully tranfcribed the regulations and 
penalties of the Imperial edicts ; againft the hereti- 
cal congregations, the clergy, and the people, 
who diffen ted from the eftablished religion. If the 
rights of confcience had been underftood , the 
Catholics mufl: have condemned their pad con- 
duct, or acquiefced in their actual fufFerings. But 
they ftill perfifted to refufe the indulgence \yhich 
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they claimed. While they trembled under the chap. 
lash of perfecution , they praifed the laudable ^x^vn. 
feverity of Hunneric himfelf , who buri^t or ba- 
nished great numbers of Manichaeans *'; and 
they rejected, with horror, the ignominious com- 
promife, that the difciples of Arius, and of Atha- 
nafius , should enjoy a reciprocal and Jimilar 
toleration in the territories of the Romans, and 
in thofc of the Vandals **. 11. The practice of 
a conference , which the Catholics had fo fre- 
quently ufed to infult and punish their obftinate 
antagonifis , was retorted againft themfelves **. 
At the command of Hunneric, four hundred and 
fixty-fix orthodox bishops aflfembled at Carthage ; 
but when they were admitted into the hall of 
audience , they had the mortification of be* 
holding the Arian Cirila exalted on the patriarch* 
al throne. The difputants were feparated, after 
the mutual •and ordinary reproaches of noife and 
filence , of delay and precipitation , of military 
force and of popular clamour. One martyr and 
one confeffor were felected among the Catholic 
bishops; twenty-eight efcaped by flight, and 
eighty-eight by conformity ; forty-fix were fent 
into Corfica . to cut timber for the royal navy^ 
and three hundred and two were banished to the 
different partis of Africa, cxpofed to the infults 
of their enemies, and carefully deprived of all 
the temporal and fpiritual comforts of life '*. The 
hardships of ten years exile miiift have reduced 
their numbers; and if they had complied with 
the law of Thrafimund, which prohibited any , 

P 2 
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CHAP epiTcopal confecrations, the orthodox church of 
xxxviL Africa muft have expired with the lives of its 
actual members. They difobeyed; and their dis- 
obedience was punished by a fecond exile of two 
hundred and twenty bishops into Sardinia; where 
they languished fifteen years , till the acceffion' 
of the gracious Hilderic '^ The two islands were 
judiciously chofen by the malice of their A«rian 
tyrants. Seneca , from his own experience , has 
deplored and exaggerated the miferable ftate of 
^ CorGca ** , and the plenty of Sardinia was over- 

balanced by the unwholefome quality of the 
air *^. III. The zeal of Gcriferic , and his fuc- 
ceffors , for the converfion of the Catholics , muft 
iiave rendered them ftlll. more jealous to guard 
the purity of the Vandal faith. Before the church- 
es were finally shut,* it was a crime to appear 
in a Barbarian drefs ; and thofe who prefumed 
to neglect the royal mandate , were Tudely drag- 
ged backwards by their long hair ". The 
Palatine officers, who refufed to ppofefs the reli- 
gion of their prince , were ignominiously flripped 
of their honours , and ' employments ; banished 
to Sardinia^ and Sicily ; or condemned to the 
ferviie labours of slaves and pcafants in the fields 
of Utica. In the diftricts which had been pecu- 
liarly allotted to the Vandals , the exercife of 
, the Catholic worship was more ftrictly prohii- 

bited ; and fevere penalties vjrere denounced 
againft the guilt, both of the miflGonary, and 
the profelyte. By thefe arts , the faith of the 
Barbarians was prefer vcd, and their zeaL was 
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inflamed : they difcharged, with* devout fury, chap, 
the office of fpies , informers , of executioners ; 
and -whenever their cavalry took the field, it- 
was the favourite amufement of the march, to 
defile the churches, and to infult the clergy of 
the adverfe faction *'. IV. The citizens wto 
had been educated in the luxury of the Roman 
province, were delivered, with exquifite cruelty, 
to the Moors of the defert. A venerable train 
of bishops , presbyters , and deacons , with a 
faithful crowd of four thoufand and ninety-fix 
perfons , whofe guilt is not precifely afcertaincd, 
were torn from theii; native homes , by the 
commandN of Hunneric. During the night they 
were confined , like a herd of cattle , amidft 
their own ordure : during the day they purfued 
their march over the burning fands; and if they 
fainted under the heat and fatigue, they were 
goaded, or dragged along, till they expired in 
the hands of their tormentors ''*% Thefe unhappy 
exiles, when they reached the Moorish huts, 
might excite the compaflion of a people, whofe • 
native humanity .was neither improved by reafon, 
nor corrupted by fanaticifm: but if they efcaped 
the. dangers, they were condemned to share" the 
diftrefs, of a favage life. V. It is incumbent on 
the authors of perfecution previously to reflecti 
whether they are determxnecf to fupport it in 
the lafk extreme. They excite the flame which 
they ftrive to extinguish 5 and it foon becomes 
neceffary to chaflife the contumacy , as well as 
the crime, of the offender. The fine, which he 

Pa 
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c H A p. is unable or unwilling to difcharge , cxpofcs his 
xxxvu. perfon to the feverity of the law ; and his con- 
tempt of lighter penalties fuggefts the ufe and 
propriety of capital punishment. Through the 
veil of fiction and declamation ^^ we may clearly 
perceive , that the Catholics-, more efpecially 
under the reign of Hunneric, endured the moft 
cruel and ignominious treatment '*\ Refpectable 
citizens , noble matrons , and confccrated virgins, 
were ftripped naked, and raifed in the air by 
puUies , with a weight fufpended at their feet. 
In this painful attitude their naked bodies were 
torn with fcourges , or burnt in the moft tender 
parts with red-hot plates of iron. The amputation 
of the ears, the nofe, the tongue, and the right- 
hand, was inflicted by the Arians; and although 
th.e precife number cannot be defined, it is evi- 
dent that many pcrfons, among whom a bishop "* 
and a proconful "' may be named, were entitled 
to the crown of martyrdom. The fame honour 
has been afcribed to the memory of count Sebaf- 
'tian , who profefTed the Nicene creed with 
unshaken conftancy ; and Genferic might deteft, 
as an heretic , the brave and ambitious fugitive 
whom he dreaded as a rival '**. VI. A new mode 
of converfion , which might fubdue the feeble, 
and alarm the timorous , was employed by the 
Arian minifters. They impofed , by fraud or 
violence , the rites of baptifm ; and punished the 
apoftacy of the Catholics , if' they difclaimed 
this odious and profane ceremony, which fcan- 
dalously violated the freedom of the will, and 
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the unity of the facrament "^ Thehoftile fects chap. 
had formerly allowed the. validity of each other's xxxvil, 
baptifm ; and the innovation , fo fiercely main- 
tained by the Vandals*, can be imputed only to 
the example and advice of the Donatifts. VII. The 
Arian clergy furpaffed , in religious cruelty , the 
king and his Vandals; but they were incapable 
of cultivating the fpiritual vineyard , which they 
were fo defirous to poffefs. A patriarch "' might 
feat himfelf on the throne of Carthage; fome 
bishops , in the principal cities , might ufurp 
the place of their rivals ; but the fmallnefs of 
their numbers, and their ignorance of the Latin 
language "^ , difqualified the Barbarians for the 
ecclefiaAical miniftry of a great church ; and 
the Africans, after, the lofs of their orthodox 
paftors, were deprived of the public excrcifc of 
Chriftianity. VIII. The emperors were thc^, na- 
tural protectors of the Homooufian doctrine ♦ and 
the faithful people of Africa , both as Romans 
and as Catholics, preferred their lawful fover* 
eignty to the ufurpation of the Barbarous here- 
tics. During an interval of peace and friendship, 
Hunneric reftored the cathedral of Carthage; 
at the iiiterccffion of Zeno , who reigned in 
the Eaft , and of Placidia , the daughter and 
relict of emperors , and the fifter of the queen 
of the Vandals "*. But this decent regard was 
of short duration ; and the haughty tyrant dlf- 
played his contempt for the religion of the Em- 
pire, by ftudiously arranging the bloody images 
of perfecution, in all the principal flrcets through 

P4. 
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e H A p. which the Roman ambafTador mufl; pafs in his 
Hxxvii, Vay to the palace '^*. An oath was required 
from the bishops, who were affembled at Gar*- 
thage , that they would* fupport the fucceflion 
of his fon Hilderic , and that they would re- 
nounce all foreign or tranfmarine correfpondence. 
This engagement , confident as it should feem 
with their moral and religious duties , was re- 
fufed by the more fagacious members "• of the 
affembly. Their refufal, faintly coloured by the 
pretence that it is unlawful for a Chriftian to 
fwear, mufl: provoke the fufpicions of a jealous 
tyrant, 
pathoiiiq The Catholics, oppreffed by royal and military 

w.Hi> force, were far fuperior to their adverfaries in 
numbers and learning. With the fame weapons 
which the Greek *" and Latin fathers had already 
proxjded for the Arian con trover fy , they repeat- 
. edly Silenced, or vanquished, the fierce and illiter- 
ate fucceffors of Ulphilas. The confcioufnefs of 
their own fuperiority might have raiftd them 
aboye the arts , and paflions , of religious warfare. 
Yet, inftead of affuming fuch honourable pride, 
the orthodox theologians were tempted, by the 
affurance or impunity, to compofe fictions, which 
muft be ftigmatized with the epithets of fraud 
and forgery. They afcribed their own (Tblemical 
works to the moft venerable names of Chriftian 
antiquity : the characters of Athanafms and Au- 
guftin were awkwardly perfonated by Vigilius 
and his difciples "* ; and the famous creed, 
which fo clearly expounds the my ftcries of the 
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Trinity and the Incarnation , is deduced , with chap. 
ftrong probability, from this African fchool "\ xxxviL 
Even the Scriptures themfelves were profaned by 
their rash and facrilegious hands. The memorable 
text,; which afferts the unity of the Three who 
bear witnefs in heaven "* , is condemned by the 
univerfal fiience of the orthodox fathers , ancient 
verfions, and authentic manufcripts "^ It was firft 
alleged by the Catholic bishops whom Hunneric 
fumraoned to the conference of Carthage "^ An 
allegorical interpretatioti , in the form, perhaps, 
of a marginal note , invaded the text of the 
Latin Bibles , which, were renewed and corrected ' 
in a dark period of ten centuries ''^. After the 
invention of printing "', the editors of the Greek 
Teftament yielded to their own prejudices, or 
thofe of the times "*; and the pious fraud, which 
was embraced with equal zeal at Rome and at 
Gene^, has been infinitely multiplied in every 
country and every language of modern Europe. 

The example of fraud muft excite fufpicion ; and mira- 
and the fpecious miracles by which the African 
Catholics have defended the truth and juftice of 
their caufe, may be afcribed, with more reafon, 
to their own induftry, than to the vifible protec- 
tion of Heaven. Yet the hiftorian,* who views this 
religious conflict with an impartial eye, may con- 
defcend to mention one preternatural event, which 
will edify the devout, and furprife the incredulous. 
Tipafa '**, a maritime colony of Mauritania, fix- 
tffen miles to the eafl of Caefarea, had been diftin- 
guished, in every age, by the orthodox zeal of 
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CHAP, its inhabitants. They had braved the fury of the 
xxxvu. Donatifts "' ; they refifted, or eluded, the tyranny 
of the Arians. The town was deferted on the ap- 
proach of an heretical bishop : moft of the inhabit- 
ants who could procure ships pafled over to the 
coaft of Spain ; and the unhappy remnant, refufing 
all communion with the ufurper, ftill prefumed to 
hold their pious, but illegal, affemblies. Their difo- 
dience cxafperated the cruelty of Hunneric. A 
military count was difpatched from Carthage to 
Tipafa: he collected the Catholics in the Forum, 
and, in the prefence of the whole province, deprived 
the guilty of their right-hands and their tongues* 
But the holy confeflbrs continued to fpeak without 
tongues; and this miracle is attefted by Victor, an 
African bishop, who published an hiftory of the 
perfecution within two years after t^c event "*. 
" If any one " fays Victor, " should doubt of the 
9, truth, let him repair to Conftantinople, adi liften 
3> to the clear and perfect language of Reftitutus, 
33 the fubdeacon , one of thefe glorious fufFerers, 
M who is now lodged in the palace of the emperor 
5, Zeno, and is refpected by the devout emprefe, " 
At Conftantinople we are aflonished to find a cool, 
a learned, an unexceptionable witnefs, without 
intereft , and without paflion. ^neas of Gaza , a 
Platonic philofopher, has accurately defcribed his 
own obfervations on thefe African fufFerers. " I faw 
55 them myfelf, I heard them fpeak: 1 diligently 
55 enquired by what means fuch an articulate voice 
55 could be formed without any organ of fpeech : 
j5 IJ ufcd my tycs to examine the report of my 
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55 ears : I opened their moiith , and faw that the c h A p. 
35 whole tongue had been completely torn away xxxvii. 
53 by the roots; an operation which the phyficians 
55 generally fuppofe to be mortal "^ " The tefti- 
mony of ^ncas of Gaza might be confirmed by the 
fuperfluous evidence of the emperor Juftinian, in a 
perpetual edict; of count Marcellinus, in his 
Chronicle of the times ; and of Pope Gregory the 
Firft , who had refided at Conftantinople , as the 
minifter of the Roman pontiff "*. They all lived 
within the compafs of a century ; and they all ap- 
peal to their perfonal knowledge, or the public 
notoriety ,, for the trqth of a miracle , which was 
repeated in feyeral inflances, difplayed on the great- 
eft theatre of the world , and fubmitted , during a 
feries of years, to the caln^ examination of the fen- 
fes. This fupernatural gift of the African confefTors, 
who fpoke without tongues, will command the 
afTent of thofe , and of thofc only , who already 
believe, that their language was pure and orthodox. 
But the ftubborn mind of an infidel is guarded by 
fecret , incurable , fufpicion ; and the Arian , or 
Socinian, who has fcriously rejected the doctrine 
of the Trinity , will not' be shaken by the moft 
plaufible evidence of an Athanafian miracle. 

The Vandals and the Oftrogoths perfevered in 
the profeflion of Arianifm till the final ruin of the 
kingdoms which they had founded in Africa and 
Italy. The Barbarians of Gaul fubmitted to the 
orthodox dominion of the Franks ; and Spain was 
rcftored to the Catholic church by the voluntary 
converfion of the Vifigoths. 
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CHAP. This falutary revolution "' was haftened by the 



XXXVII. 
Revolt and 



example of a royal martyr, whom our calmer rea- 
martyrdom fou may ftylc 311 Ungrateful rebel. Leovigild , the 
of Herfne- Gothic monarch of Spain, deferved the refpect of 
Spain, his enemies, and the love of his fubjects : the 
A- D* Catholics enjoyed a free toleration, and his Arian 
^' fynods attempted, without much fuccefs, to recon- 
cile their fcruples by abolishing the unpopular rite 
of a fecond baptifm. His eldeft fon Hcrmenegild, 
who was inverted by his father with the royal 
diadem, and the fair principality of Bcetica, con- 
tracted an honourable and orthodox alliance with 
a Merovingian princefs , the daughter of Sigibert 
king of Auftrafia , and of the famous Brunechild. 
The beauteous Ingundis , who was no more than 
thirteen years of age , was received ^ beloved , and 
perfecuted , in the Arian court of Toledo ; and her 
religious conftancy was alternately afTaulted with 
blandishments and violence by Goifvintha, the 
Gothic queen, who abufed the double claim of 
maternal authority *". Incenfed by her refiftance , 
Goifvintha feized the Catholic princefs by her long 
hair, inhumanly dashed her againft the ground , 
kicked her till she was covered with blood , and at ' 
laft gave orders that she should be ftrippcd , and 
thrown into a bafon, or fish-pond "'. Love and 
honour might excite Hermenegild to refent this 
injurious treatment of his bride; and he was gra- 
dually perfuaded , that Ingundis fuffered for ^ the 
caufe of divine truth. Her tender complaints , and 
the weighty arguments of Leander , archbishop of 
Seville , accomplished his converfion ; and the heir 
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of the Gothic monarchy was initiated in the Ni- chap* 
cene faith by the folemn rites of confirmation "\ x^^vn. 
The rash youth, inflamed by zeal, and perhaps 
by ambition , was tempted to violate the duties of 
a fon, and a fubject; and the^ Catholics of Spain, 
although they could not complain of perfecution , 
applauded his pious rebellion againfl; an heretical 
father. The civil war was protracted by the long 
and obftinate fieges of Merida, Cordova, and Se- 
ville, which had ftrenuously efpoufed the party 
of Hermenegild. He invited the orthodox Barba- 
rians, the Suevi, and the Franks, to the deftruction 
of his native land : he folicited the dangerous, aid 
of the Romans , who poffeffed Africa , and a part 
of the Spanish coaft; and his holy ambafTador, the 
archbishop Leander, effectually negociated in per- 
fon with the Byzantine court. But the hopes of 
the Catholics were crushed by the active diligence 
of a monarch who commanded the troops and 
treafures of Spain j and the guilty Hermenegild, 
after his vain attempts to refift or to efcape, was 
compelled to furrendcr himfelf into the hands of an 
incenfed father. Leovigiid was ftill mindful of that 
facred character ; and the rebel , defpoiled of the 
regal ornaments , was Aill permitted , in a decent 
exile, to profefs the Catholic religion. His repeated 
and unfuccefsful treafons at length provoked the 
indignation of the Gothic king ; and the fentence 
of death, which he pronounced with apparent re- 
luctance, was privately executed in the toWer of 
Seville. The inflexible conftancy with which he 
rcfufed to accept the Arian communion, as the price 
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c R A p. of his fafety, may excufe the honours that have 
XXXVII. jjggjj p^j iQ tjjg memory of St. Hermenegild* His 
wife and infant fon were detained by the Romans 
in ignominious captivity : and this domeftic mis-^ 
fortune tarnished the glories of Leovigild, and 
embittered the lafl moments of his life> 
Converfion His fon and fucceffor, Recared, the firft Catholic 
ofRccared j^j^g Qf Spain, had imbibed the faith of his unfor* 
viflgoths tunate brother, which he fupported with more 
of Spain, prudence and fuccefs. Inftead of revolting againft 
his father, Recared patiently expected the hour 
of his death. Inftead of condemning his memory , 
he piously fuppofed, that the dying monarch had 
abjured the errors of Arianifm , and recommended 
to his fon the convprfion of the Gothic nation. To 
accomplish that falutary end, Recared convened 
an affembly of the Arian clergy and nobles, de- 
clared himfelf a Catholic, and exhorted them to 
imitate the example of their prince. The laborious 
interpretation of doubtful texts, or the curious 
purfuit of metaphyfical arguments, would have 
excited an endlefs controverfy ; and the monarch 
difcrectly propofed to his illiterate audience, two 
fubftantial and vifible arguments , the teftimony of 
Earth , 'and of Heaven. The Earth had fubmitted 
to the Nicene fynod : the Romans, the Barbarians, 
and the inhabitants of Spain, unanimously profeffed 
the fame orthodox creed ; and the Vifigoths refifted 
almoft alone; the confent of the Chriftian world. 
A fuperftitious age was prepared to reverence, as 
the teftimony of Heaven , the preternatural cures, 
which were performed by the skill or virtue of the 
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Catholic clergy; the baptifmal fonts of Offet in chap. 
Boetica "^ which were fpontaneously replenished ^^^^^^ 
each year, on the vigil of Eafter ''** ; and the. 
miraculous shrine of St. Martin of Tours , which 
had already converted the Suevic prince and peo- 
ple of Gallicia '''. The Catholic king encountered 
fome difficulties on this important change of the 
national religion. A confpiracy, fecretly fomented 
by the queen-dowager, was fqrmed againft his life; 
and two counts excited a dangerous revolt in the 
Narbonnefe Gapl. But Recared difarmed the con- 
spirators, defeated the rebels, and executed feverc 
juftice ; which the Arians , in their turn , might 
brand with the reproach of perfecution. Eight bish- 
ops , whofe nam^s betray their Barbaric origin^ 
abjured their errors ; and all the books of Arian 
theology were reduced to ashes, with the houfe in 
which they had been purpofely collected. The 
whole body of the Vifigoths and Suevi were al- 
lured or driven into the pale of the Catholic com- 
munion ; the faith, at leaft of the rifing generation, ' 
was fervent and fincere; and the devout liberality 
of the Barbarians enriched the churches and monaf- 
teries of Spain. Seventy bishops, affembled in the 
council of Toledo, received the fubmiilion of their 
conquerors ; and the zeal of the Spaniards improv- 
ed the Nicene creed , by declaring the proceffion 
of the Holy Ghoft, from the Son, as well as from 
the Father; a weighty point of doctrine, which 
produced , long afterwards , the fchifm of the 
Greek and Latin churches ^'*, The Royal pro- 
felyte immediately falutcd and confulted pope 
Gregory, furnamed the Great, a learned and holy 
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prelate, whofe reign wjis diftinguished by the 
converfion of heretics and infidels. The ambafTadors 
pi Recared refpectfully offered on the threshold 
of the Vatican his rich prefents of gold and gems i 
they accepted , as a lucrative exchange , the hairs 
of St. John the Baptlft ; a crofs , which inclofed 
a fmall piece of the tri^e wood ; and a key , that 
contained fome particles of iron which had been 
fcraped from the chains of St. Peter '". 

The fame Gregory , the fpiritual conqueror of 
ofthcLom- B,.j^ain^ encouraged the pious Theodelinda, queen 
Italy, of the Lombards , to propagate the Nicene faith 
A. D* coo, among the victorious favages , whofe recent 
Chriftianity was polluted by the Arian herefy. 
Her devout labours ftill left room for the induf- 
try and fuccefs of future miflionarics ; and many 
cities of Italy were ftill difputed by hoftile bishops. 
But the caufe of Arianifm was gradually fup* 
preffed by the weight of truth , of intereft , and 
of example; and the controverfy, which Egypt 
had derived from the Platonic fchool , was termi- 
nated, after a war of three, hundred years, by the 
final converfion of the Lombards of Italy "\ 
Perfecution '^^^ ^^^ miffiouarics who preached the gofpel 
of the Jews to the Barbarians, appealed to the evidence of 
'"a!d!"' ''cafon, and claimed the benefit of toleration "^ 
712. But no fooner had they eftablished their fpiritual 
dominion, than they exhorted the Chriftian kings 
to extirpate, without mercy, the remains of Ro- 
man or Barbaric fuperftitioo. The fucceffors of 
Clovis inflicted one hundred lashes on the peafants 
who refufed to deftroy their idols; the crime of 

facrificing 
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focTificing to tbfi daemons Was jpunished by the ch Aft 
Anglo-Saxon laws with the heavier penalties of xxxvit 
imprifonmbnt and confifcation ; and even the 
wife Alfred adopted , as an indifpenfable duty ^ 
the 'extreme rigour of the Moiaic inftitutions '^\ 
But the punishment , and the crime , were gra- 
dually abolished affiong a Ghriftian people : theJ 
theological difputes of the fchools were fufpend- 
ed by propitious ignorance ; and the intolerant 
fpirit , which could find neither idolaters nor he-^ 
retics , was reduced to the perfecution of thb 
Jews. That exiled nation had founded fome 
fynagogues, in the cities of Gaul ; but Spain, 
j&nce the time of Hadrian , was filled with their 
numerous colonies ''^^ The wealth w'hich they 
accumulated by trade , and the management of 
the finances, invited the pious avarice of their 
mafters ; and. they might be oppreffed without 
danger , as they had loft the ufe , and even the re- 
membrance i of arms. Sifebut , a Gothic king, 
Ivho rjeigned in the beginning of the feventh cen« 
tury , proceeded at once to the laft extremes of 
perfecution*'*. Ninety thoufand Jews were com* 
pelled to receive the facrament of baptifm ;. the 
fortunes of the obftinate infidels were^confifcaxed^ 
their bodies were tortured ; and it feems doubt, 
ful whether they w^erc permitted (o abandon theit 
native couritiy. The exceflive zeal of the: Ca- 
tholic king >vas moderated , even by the clergy of 
Spain , who folemnly pronounced an inconfiftenc 
fentence : that the lacraments should not be for* 
cibly impofed ; but that- the Jews who had been 
VoKVL Q^ 
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baptifed should be cbdftrained , for the honour of 
the churchy to perfevere in the^ external practice 
of a religion which they disbelieved , and detefted. 
Their frequent relapfes provoked one of the fuo- 
ceffors of Sifebut to banish the whole nation from 
his dominions ; and a council of Toledo pub- 
lished a decree that every Gothic king should 
fwear to maintain this falytary edict. But the 
tyrants were unwilling to difmifs the victims , 
whom they delighted to torture, or to deprive 
themfelves of the induftrious slaves , over whom 
they might exercife a lucrative oppreflion. The 
Jews dill continued in Spain , under the weight 
of the civil and ecclefiaftical laws , which in the* 
fame country have been faithfully tranfcribed in 
the Code of the Inquifition. The Gothic kings 
and bishops at length difcovered , that injuries 
win produce hatred, and that hatred will find the 
opportunity of revenge. A nation , the fecret or 
profefled enemies of Chriftianity , dill multiplied 
in fervitude , and diftrefs; and the intrigues of 
the Jews promoted the rapid fuccels of the.Ara*^ 
bian conquerors ''\ 

As. foon as the Barbarians withdrew their 
powerful fu^port, the unpopular herefy of Arius 
funk into contempt and oblivion. But the Greeks 
ftill retained their fubtle and loquacious difpo* 
fition : the eftablishment of an obfbure doctrine 
fuggefted new queftions , and new difputes ; and 
it was always in the power of an ambitious pre* 
late , or a fanatic monk , to violate , the peace of 
the churchy and , perhaps > of the empire* The 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE; i4i 

hiftorian df the empire may overlook thofe dif- c rt a p. 
putes Avhich were confined to the obfcurity of *^^vll* 
ichools and fynods^ The Manichseans , Mrho la- 
boured to reconcile the religions of ChriH: and of 
Zoroaftet , had fecretly introduced themfelves into 
the provinces : but thefe foreign fectaries were 
involved in the common difgrace of the Gnoftios, 
and the Imperial laws were executed by thci pub- 
lic hatred. The rational opinions of the Pela- 
gians were propagated from Britain to Rome^ 
Africa, and Paleftine , and filently expired in a 
ftip6rfl;itious age. But the Eaft wasfdiftractfcd by 
the Neftorian and Eutychian dontroverfies ; A^hicli 
attempted to explain the myftery of the incarna- 
tion, and haftened the ruin of Chriflianity iil hct 
native land. Thefe controverfies were firft agi- 
tated under the reign of the younger Theodofius : 
but their impdrtant cdnfequendes extend far be- 
yond the limits of the ptefent volume. The nie- 
taphyfical chain of argument , the contefts of ec- 
cleOaftical ambition , and their political influence' 
on the decline of the Byzantine empire, may^ 
afford an interefting and inftructive feries of hif- ' 
tory, from the getieral councils of Ephefus and 
Ghalcedon , td the conqueft of the Eaft b^ tlid 
fucceflbrs of Mahomet^ 
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CHAP. xxxyiiL 

Rei^n and Contajion of dovis. — His Victories over 
the Altmanni^ Bwrgimdians , and Vipyoth. — EJia'* 
blirhment of the French Monarchy in Gaul. — Laws 
cf the Barbarians. — State of the Romans. — The 

. Vijigoths of Spain. — Conqueji of Britain by the Sax-^ 

- ons. 

X HE Gauls* , Avho impatiently fupported 
XXXVIII. the Roman yoke , received a memorable leffoa 
The rcvo. fj-Q^j Q^e of the lieutenants of Vefpafian , whofe 
crui? ° weighty fenfe has been refined and exprefled by 
the genius of, Tacitus*. "The protection of 
,3 the republic has delivered Gaul from inter- 
,)nal dircord , and foreign^ invafions. By the 
J, lofs of national independence , you have acquir- 
,3 ed the name and privileges of Roman citizens. 
M.You enjoy , in common with ourfelves ^ the 
53 permanent benefits of civil government^ and 
,3 your remote fituation is lefs expofed to the 
33 accidental mifchiefs of tyranny, Inftead of exer- 
33xifing the rights of conqueily^ we have been 
33 contented to impofe fuch tributej[ as are requi* 
,3 fite for your own prefer vation. Peace cannot 
3) be fecured without armies , and armies mud 
33 be fupported at the expence of the people. 
33 It is for your fake, not for our own, that we 
33 guard th^ barrier of the Rhine againft the fero- 
93 cious Germians 3 who have fo often attempted^ 
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55 and who will always d^firfe V ^o '^^cHiingc tire c H A V. 
„folitudc- of their wooffs^Tfftd' tndraffes for'fl\fe ^xxviir. 
55 wealth and fertility of GauK The fail of Rome 
53 would be fatal to the prdViiicesY'and' you would 
5>be buried in the ruirts <>f that rhighty -faBWii, 
^3 which has been rai fed by- the ^valour 'and wlt- 
33 dom of eight hundred yfrarl'-'Yoiir imaginary 
33 freedom would be infuked ^hd -bppreffed 1)y a 
33favagc hiafter ; and the cxpulRdh' of th6 Ro- 
33 mans would be fuccecded* by the eternal hofti- ^ 
33 lities of the Barbarian conquerors*." This 
falutary advice was. accepted, and this ftrange 
prediction was accomplished. In the fpace of 
four hundred years ^ the hardly' Gauls , who had 
encountered the arms of Csefar , 'were impercep-- 
tibly melted into the general maTs df citizens and 
fubjects : the Weftern empire was diffolved ; and 
the Germans, who had paffed'the Rhine, fiercely 
contended for the poffeffion of Gaul , and excited 
the contempt , or abhorrence , of its peaceful arid 
polished inhabitant*. With that corifcidus pride 
which the pre-eminence of kbowledge and lux- 
ury feldom" fails to infpire , th^y derided the hairy 
and gigantic favages of the North ; their ruftrc 
manners, diffonant joy, voracious appetite, and 
their horrid appearance, equally difgu (ling td the 
fight and to the fmcU. The liberal ftudies were 
ftill cultivated in the fchoob of Autun and Bor- 
deaux ; and the language of Cicero and Virgil 
was familiar to the Gallic youth. Their fear* 
were aftdnished by the harsh and unknown founds 
of the Germanic ^didlect , and they ingeniously 

^3 
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p |T A p. Jtamentecil that the trembling mufes fled from the 
^^^vi|i. jjarnapijy of a Burgupdhin lyre* The Gauls were 
endowed with ali the aidvantages of art and nature; 
but s^ they wanted courage to defend them , they 
were juftly condemned to obey , and even to flat- 
ter , the victorious 6ar))arians , by whofe clemency 
.(hey held t^ieir precarious fortunes ^nd their lives \ 
Euric, As ifoon as Odoacer had extinguished the Wcft- 

Vifigo^h?* txn empire , be fought the friendship of the moft 
A- o. p^weiful of the Barbarians. The new fovereiga 
476~48ift qf Italy refigned to Euric , king of the Vifigoths, 
all the Roman conquefls beyond the Alps / as far 
as the Rhine and the Ocean * ; and the fenate 
might confirm this liberal gift with fome oftenta- 
tion of power , and without any real lofs of reve- 
jiue or dominion. The lawful pretenfions of 
Euric were juiliiied by ambition and fuc^efs ; and 
the Gpthic nation might afpire » under his com- 
mand , to the monarchy of Spain and Gaul. Aries 
find Marfeilles furrendered to his arms : be op- 
prefled the freedom of Auvergne ; and the bishop 
condefcended to purchafe his recal from exile . by 
a tribute of jufl; , but reluctant , praife. Sidonius 
waited before the gates of the palace among a 
crowd of Ambafladors and fuppliants ; and their 
various bufinefs at the court of BordeauiC attefted 
the power , and the renown , of the king of the 
Vifigoths. The Heruli of the diftant ocean , who 
painted their naked bodies , with its casrulean co- 
lour , implored his protection ; and the Saxons 
refpected the maritime provinces of a prince , who 
was deftitute' of any navai fqrce. The tall 
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Burgundians fubmihed to his authority ; nor did .c|[ a p. 
hcreftore the ciiptive Franks ^ till he had impofed ^*^^^"' 
on that fierce nation the terms of an unequal peace. 
The Vandals of Africa cultivated his ufeful friend- 
ship; and the Oftrogoths of Fannonia were fup* 
ported l)y his powerful aid againft. the oppreflioa 
of the neighbouring Huns. The North ( fqch arc 
the lofty drains of the poet) was agitated, orap- 
peafed, by the nod of Euric; the great king of 
JPerfia confulted the. oracle of the Weft ; and the 
aged god of the Tyber was protected by the fweU- 
ing genius of the Garonne '. The fortune of na*. 
jtions has often depended on accidents ; and 
Prance may afcribe her greatnefs to the premature 
death of the Gothic king , at a time when his fon 
Alaric was an helplefs inJFant, and his adverfary 
>Ck>vis ' an ambitious and valiant youth. , 

While Ghilderic, the father ofClovis, lived an ciovit, 
•exile in Germany, he was hofpitably entertained kingofthe 
by the queen as well as by the king , of the ^""^d. 
Thuringians. After his reftora tion , Bafina efcaped 48 1-^5 1 u 
from her husband's bed to the arms of her 
lover; freely declaring, that if she hadknoAyna 
^ man wifer , ftronger, or more beautiful , than ChiU 
deric , that man should have been the object of 
her preference \ Clovia was the offspring of this 
voluntary union ; and , when he was no more than 
fifteen years of age , he fucceeded , by his father's 
death, to the command of the Salian tribe. The 
narrow limits of his kingdom ' were,* confined to 
the island of the Batavians , with the ancient dio- 
cefes of Tournay and Arras ^"^ ; and at the. haptifm 

^4 
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p H A^. ^^ Clovis , the number of his yrarrioiirs couldl 
ao^xyili^ not exceed five thoufand. The kindred tribes of 
the Franks , who had feated tbemfelves along the 
Belgic rivers , the Scheld , the Meufe , the Mo- 
felle, and the Rhine, were governed by tlieir in- 
dependent kings , of the Merovingian r^cc; the 
equals, the allies, and fometimes the enemies, of 
the Salic- prince. But the Germans, who obeyed^ 
in peace , the hereditary jurifdiction of their chiefs, 
were free to follow the ftandard of a popular and 
victorious general ; atid the fuperior merit of 
Clovis attracted the refpect and allegiance of the 
national confederacy. When he firft took this 
field , he had neither gold and filver in his coffers, 
nor wine and corn in his magazines" : but he 
imitated the example of C^efar , who , in the fame 
country , had acquired wealth by the fwotd, and 
'^ purchafed foldiers with the fruits of conqueft. 
After each fuccefsful battle or expedition, the fpoik 
^ere accumulated in one common mafs^ ev^ry 
warrid^r received his proportionable share , and the 
royal prerogative fubmitted to the ec^ual regular 
tions of military law* The untamed fpirit of the 
Barbarians was taught to acknowledge the ^dp 
vantages ofregulardifcipline ". At the annual re- 
view of the month of March , their arms were 
diligently infpected; and when they traverfed a 
peaceful territory , they were prohibited frorik 
touching a blade of grafs. The juftice of Clovis 
was inexorable; and his carelefs or difobedient 
foldiers were punished with inftant death. It 
'^Quld be fuperflupus to praife the valour of ^ 
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JPrank : But the valour of Glovis was directed by c hat. 
cool and confumniate prudence ". In all his -^cxxym. 
tr^dfaotions with mankind ^ he: calculated the 
ilipdght of intereft, ol»pafliori, and of -opinion "; 
and his meafures were fometimes adapted to the 
£inguinary manners of the .Germans , and fome« 
times moderated by the rniider genius of Rome,, 
iand Chriftianity^ fie was' intercepted! in the 
career of victory, fince he died in the forty -fifth 
^car of his age : but he had already accomplished} 
in a reign of thirty years, the eftablishment of 
the French monarchy in Gaul. 

• The firft exploit of. Qovis was the defeat of His victory 
Syagrius, the Ion. of jEgidius; and the public ^J^J^^^*" 
\quarrel might, on:this occafion, be inflamed by a. d. 48«.' 
private refentment. The glory of the feiher ftill 
infulted the Merovingian race ; the power of the 
fon might excite the jealous ambition of the king 
of the Franks. Syagrius inherited , as a patrimo- 
nial eftate , the*, city and diocefe of Soiffons :^ die 
defolate remnant of the fecond Belgic , Rleims 
and Troyes, Beauvais and Amiens, would na- 
turally fubmit to the count or patrician ^* -, and 
after the diffolution of the Weftern empire , he 
might reign with the title, or at leaft with the 
authority, of kiiig of the Romans '*. As a Ro* 
man , he had been educated in the liberal (Indies 
of rhetoric and jurifprudence ; but ^ he was en- 
gaged by accident and policy in the familiar ufc 
of the Germanic idiom. The independent Bar- 
barians reforted to the tribunal of a ftranger , who 
poffelfed the fiogiilar talent of explaining , in their 
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CHAP, native tongue, the dictates of reafen and equity. 

xxxvsjL 'phg diligence and affability of their judge. ren* 
dered him popular y the impartial wifdom of his 
tiecrees obtained their voluntary obedience., and 
the reign of Syagrius over the Franks and Bur?* 
^ndians, feemed to revive the ortginaL.inftiti»> 
tion of civil fociety -'. In the midft of thefe 
peaceful occupations , Syagriu3. received 4 and 
boldly accepted, the hoftile djefiance of Clovis^ 
V^o challenged his rival, in the fpirit, and at- 
moft in the language , of chivalry , to appoint the 
day , and the field '^ , of battle. In the time of 
Caelar, Soiflbns would have poured forth, a body 
of fifty thoufand horfe ; and fuch ah ai-my might 
have been plentifully fupplied with shields, cuuj 
raffes , and military engines , from the three 
arfenals, or manufactures, of the city '*. But the 
courage and numbers of the Gallic youth were 
^ long fince exhaufted ; and the loofe bands of vo* 
lunteers , or mercenaries , who marched under the 
ftandard of Syagrius , were incapable of contend* 
ing with the national valour of the Franks. It 
would be ungenerous , without fome more accu^ 
rate knowledge of his ftrength and refources , to 
condemn the rapid flight of Syagrius , who efcaped, 
after the lols of a battle , to the diftant court of 
Thouloufe. The feeble minority d Alaric could 
not aflifl, or protect, an unfortunate fugitive; 
the pufillaniraous '* Goths were intimidated by the 
menaces of Clovis; and the Roman king ^ after a 
short confinement , was delivered into the hands of 
the executioner. The^ Belgic cities furrendered 
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to the king of the Franks ; and his dominioas chap; 
were enlarged towards the Eaft by the ample dio- xxxviic 
cefc of Tongres ** , which Clovis fubdued in the 
tenth year of his reign. 

The name of the Alemanni has been abfurdly Defeat an« 
derived from their imaginary fettlement on, the f«*>'n»ffion 
banks of the Leman lake *'. That fortunate Aiwanni, 
diftrict, £om the lake to Avcnche , and Mount a.d.49<. 
Jura , was pccupied by the Burguadians **. The 
northern parts of Helvetia had indeed been fub- 
dued by the ferocious Alemanni , who deftroyed 
with their own hands the fruits of their conqueft. 
A province, improved and adorned by the arcs of 
Rome., was again reduced to a favage wijdernelss 
and fome veftige of the ftately Vindoniffa may 
ilill be difcovered in the fertile and populous val- 
ley of the Aar **. From the fource of the Rhine* 
to its conflux with the Meih and the Mofelle , the 
formidable fwarms of the Alemanni commanded 
either fide of the river , by the right of ancient 
pofleffion , or recent victory. They had fpread 
themfelves into Gaul, over the modern provinces 
of Alface and Lorraine ; and their bold invafion 
of the> kingdom of Cologne fummoned the Salic 
prindb to the defence of his Ripuarian allies. Clovis 
encountered the invaders of Gaul in the plain of 
Tolbiac , about twenty-four miles from Cologne ; 
and . the two fiercefl: nations of Germany were 
mutually animated by the memory of paft ex- 
ploits , and the profpect of future greatnefs* The 
Franks, after an obftinate (Iruggle, gave way; 
and the Alemanni, raifing a shout of victory, in»* 
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Q H A p* petududy prefled their retreat. . But the hztih 
xxxviu, .^^5 reftorcd by the valour , the conduct , . and 
perhaps by the piety, of Clovis; and the event 
of the bloody day decided for ever the alternative 
of empire or fervitude. The laft king of the 
Alqroanni was slain in the field, and his people 
was slaughtered and purfued , till they threw down 
their arms , and yielded to the mercy of the con- 
queror. Without difcipline it was impolfible for 
them to rally ; they had contemptuously demor 
lished the walls and fprtifications which might 
have protected their diftrefs; and they were fol- 
lowed into the heart of their forefts, by an enemy, 
not lefs active ^ or intrepid, than themfelves. The 
great Theodoric congratulated . the victory' of 
Clovis, whofe fifter Albofleda the king of Italy- 
had lately married ; but he mildly interceded 
with his brother in favour of the fuppliants and 
fugitives , who had implored his protection. 
The Gallic territories, which were poffeffed by 
the Alemanni, became the prize of their con- 
queror ; and the haughty nation , invincible , or 
rebellious, to the arms of Rome, acknowledged 
the fovereignty of the Merovingian kings, who 
graciously permitted them to enjoy their pefculiar 
imanners and inftitutions , under the government 
of official , and , at length , of hereditary , dukes. 
After the conqueft of the Weflern provinces, the 
Franks alone maintained their ancient habitations 
beyond the Rhine. They gradually fubdued , and 
' civilifed, the exhaufled countries, as far as the 
Elbe, and the mountains o| Bohemia; and the 
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peace of Europe was fecured by the obedience 
of Germany **. 

Till the thirtieth year of his age , Clovis coti* 
tinued to worship the gods of his anceftors *'. 
His disbelief, or rather difregard, of Chriftianity, 
might encourage him to pillage vrith lefs remorfe 
the churches of an hoftile territory : but his fub- 
jects of Gaul enjoyed the free exercife of religious 
worship ; and the bishops entertained a more fa- 
vourable hope of the idolater, than of the here-i 
tics. The Merovingian prince had contracted a 
fortunate alliance with the fair Clotilda, the niece 
of the king of Burgundy , who , in the midft of an 
Arian court , was educated in the profeflion of the 
Catholic faith. It was her intereft, as well as her 
duty , (;o atchieve the converfion *' of a Pagan 
husband ; and Clovis infenfibly lillened to the 
voice of love and religion. He confented (per- 
haps fuch terms had been previously ftipulated) 
to the baptifm ctf his eldeft fori ; and though the 
fbdden death of the infant excited fome fuper- 
ftitious fears, he was perfuaded , a fecond time , to 
repeat the dangerous experiment. In the diflrefe 
of the battle of Tolbiac, Clovis loudly invoked 
the god of Clotilda and ihe Chriftians; and vie* 
toty difpofed him to hear , with refpectful grati- 
tu(te» the eloquent ^^ Remigfus *• , bishop of 
Rhcims, who forcibly difplayed the temporal and 
%>ifitual advantages of his converfito. The king 
declared bimfelf latisfied of the truth of the Ca- 
tholic faith ; and the political reafons which 
might have fufpended his public profcffion ^ were 
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CHAP, removed by the devout or loyal acclamations of 
icxxviiL jjjg Franks , \vho shewed themfel ves alike prepared 
to follow their heroic leader , to the field of battle , 
or to the baptifmal font. The important ceremony 
was performed in the cathedral of Rheims , with 
every circumftaiK:e of magnificence and folemnity,. 
that could imprefs an awful fenfe of religion on 
the minds of its rude profelyles *'. The new 
Conftantine was immediately baptifed , with three 
thoufand of his Warlike fubjects; and their ex- 
ample was imitated by the remainder of die yentki 
Barbarians J who, in obedience to the victorious 
prelate, adored the crofs which they had burnt ^ 
and burnt the idols which they had formerly 
adored '*• The mind of Glovis Was fufceptible of 
tranfient fervour: he was exafperated by the pa- 
thetic tale of the paflion and death of Chrift ; and^ 
inftead of weighing the falutary confequences of 
that myfterious facrifice, he exclaimed with in- 
difcreet fury , *^ Had I been prefent at the head 
j> of my valiant Franks , I would have revenged 
jy his injuries ". " But the lavage conqueror of 
Gaul was incapable of examining the proofs of a 
religion , which depends on thje laborious invefti«* 
gation of hiftoric evidence , and fpeculative theou 
logy. He was ftill more iticapable of feeling tfae^ 
mild influence of the gdfpel, which perfuades atrd 
purifies the heart of a genuine convert. His amw 
bitious reign was a perpetual violation of moral 
and Cihriftian duties ; his hands Were ftained 
with blood , in peace as Well as -in war ; and ^ 
as fooa as Clovisi had dilmifled a ffnod of the 
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Oallican church , he calmly aflaffinated all the chap. 
princes of the Merovingian race '*. Yet the king ^xxvni. 
of the Franks might fincerily vrorship the Ghriftian 
God , as a being more excellent and powerful tham 
his national deities ; and the fignal deliverance 
and victory of Tolbiac encouraged Glovis to con- 
fide in the future protection of the Lord of Hofts. 
Martin, the moft popular of ^he faints, had filled 
the Weftern world with the fame of thofe miracles, 
which were inceflantly performed at his holy fe^ 
pulchre of Tours. His vifible or invifible aid 
promoted the caufe of a liberal and orthodox 
prince; and the profane remark of Glovis him« 
felf, that St. Martin was an cxpenfive friend " , 
need not be interpreted as the fymptom of any 
permanent, or rational, fcepttcifm. But earth, 
as well as heaven , rejoiced in the converfion of the 
Franks. On the memorable day, when Glovis 
afcended from the baptifmal font , he alone , in 
the Chriflian world , deferved the name and pre* 
rogatives of a Gatholic king. The emperor 
Anaftafius entertained fome dangerous erit>rs con- 
cerning the nature of the divine incarnation ^ and 
the Barbarians of Italy , Africa , Spain, and Gaul 
were involved in the Arian herefy. The eldeft 
or rather the only , fon of the church , was ac* 
knoNvIedged by the clergy as their lawful fove« 
reigii, or glorious deliverer; and the arms df 
Clovis were ftrenuously fupported by the zeal and 
iavour of the Catholic faction **. 

Under the Roman empire , the wealth and ju« Sabmiffioft 
rifdiction of the bishops ^ their ikcred gImxsM^^ w^q^s 
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CHAP, and perpetual office , their numerous dependedt^; 
xxxvnL popular eloquence, and provincial aflemblies, had 
Romw rendered them ail ways rerpectable, and fometime^ 
troops. dangerous. Their influence was augmented ,wiih 
A.D.497. ^g progrcfs of fuperftition, and the eftablishment 
of the French monarchy may, in fome degree, be 
afcribed to the fkm alliance of an hundred prelates, 
who reigned in the difcontented , or independent, 
cities of Gaul. The slight found^ons of the ^r« 
morican republic had been repeatedly shakcii , or 
overthrown; but the lame people flill guarded 
their domeftic freedom ; ^(ferted the dignity of the 
Roman name ; and bravely refifted the predatory 
iproads, and regular attacks, of Clovis, who 
laboured to extend his conquefts from the Seine to 
the Loire. Their fuccefi^ful oppofition introduced 
an equal ard honourable union. The Franks 
efleemed the yalour of the Armoricans *% and 
the Armoricans were reconciled by the religion 
of the Franks. The military force , which had 
been ftationed for the defence of Gaul , confifted 
of one hundred different bands of cavalry or in* 
fantry ; and thefe troops, while they aflumed the 
title and privileges of Roman f6ldiers, Were re- 
newed by an inceflfant fupply of the Barbarian 
youth. The extreme fortifications, and fcatteredf 
fragments, of the empire, %vere ftill defended by 
Iheir hopelefs Courage. But their retreat l^as inter* 
cepted, and their communication was impractical 
, ble : they were abandoned by the Greek princes 
of Gonftantinople , and they piously difclaimed 
alt coAnection with the Arian.uiiirpecs of Gaul. 

They 
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They aGcepted, without shame or reluctance, the h a f* 
generous capitul^ion^ which was propofed by a xxxviii* 
Catholic hero; and this fpurious, or legitimate, 
progeny of the Roman legions, was diftinguished 
in the fucceeding age by their arms , their enfigns, 
and their peculiar drefs and inftilutions. But the 
natipnal ftrengih was increafed by thefe powerful 
and voluntary accellions ; and the neighbouring 
kingdoms dreaded the numbers, as well as the 
fpirit, of the Franks. The reduction of the North- 
ern provinces of Gaul, inftead of being decided 
by the chance of a fingle battle, appears to have 
been slowly effected by the gradual operation o£ 
war and treaty ; and Clovis acquired each object 
of his ambition , by fuch efforts^ or fuch conqef-i 
fions, as were adequate to its real value. His 
favage character, and the virtues of Henry IV. 
fuggeft the moft oppofite ideas of human nature : 
yet fome refemblance may be found in the fitua-o 
tion of two princes, who conquered France by 
their valour, their policy, and the inerits of a 
feafonable converfion '% 

The kingdon(i of the Burgundians , which was 
defined by the courfe of two Gallic rivers , the 
Saone and the Rhone/ extended from the fored 
pf Vofges to the Alps and the fea of Marfeilles *'. 
The fceptre was in the hands of Gundobald. That 
valiant and ambitious prince had reduced the 
number of royal candidates by the death of twa 
brothers, one of whom was the father of Clotil^ 
da^' ; but his imperfect prudence ftill permitted! 
Godegefil, the youngeft of bis brothers, to poljef^ 
Vol. VL R 
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CHAP, the dependent principality of Geneva. The Ariat> 
xxxviu. monarch was juftly alarmed by the Satisfaction ^ 
and the hopes , which feemed to animate his 
; clergy and people, after the converfion of Clovis ; 

and Gundobald convened at Lyons an affembly 
of his bishops , to reconcile , if it were poffible , 
their religious and political difcontents. A vain 
conference was agitated between the two factions. 
The Arians upbraided the Catholics with the 
worship of three Gods: the Catholics defended 
their caufe by theological diftinctions ; and the 
ufual arguftients , objections , and replies , were 
reverberated with 6bftinate clamour; till the king 
revealed his fecret apprehcnfions^ by an abrupc 
but decifive qucftion , which he addreffed to the 
orthodox bishops. " If you truly profefs the Chrif- 
5> tiah religion, why do you not reftrain the king 
^ of the Franks? He has declared war againft 
35 me , and forms alliances with my enemies for 
5> my dcftruction. A fanguinary and covetous 
» njind is not the fymptom of a fincere conver- 
35 fion: let him shew his faith by his works. " 
The anfwer of Avitus, bishop of Vienna, who 
fpoke in the name of his brethren , was delivered 
With the voice and countenance of an angel. 
^' We are ignorant of the motives and intentions 
35 of the king of the Franks: but we are taught 
^ by fcripture, that the kingdoms which abandon 
35 the divine law, are frequently fubverted; and 
33 that enemies will arife on every fide againft 
,3 thofe who have made God their enemy. Return, 
33 with thy people , to the law Of God , and he 
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M wilt give peace and fecurity to thy dominions. " c H A P. 
The king of Burgundy, who \yas not prepared xxxvin. 
to accept the condition, which the Catholics con- 
fidered as effeptial to the treaty, delayed and 
difmifled the ecciefiaftical conference ; iiftcr re* 
proaching his bishops , that Clovis , their friend 
and profelyte, had privately tempted the allegiance 
of his brother '*. 

The allegiance of his brother was already fe* victory of 
duced ; and the obedience of Godegefil , who x!*i)[^ioo. 
joined the royal ftandard with the troops of 
Geneva , more effectually promoted the fuccpfs 
of the confpiracy. While the Franks and Bur^ 
gundians contended with equal valour, his feafon. . 
able defertion decided the event of the battles 
and as Gundobald was faintly fupported by the 
difaffected Gauls , he yielded* to the arms of 
Clovis , ai^d haflily retreated from the field, 
whiph appears to have been fituatc between Lan- 
grcs and Dijon. IJe diftrufted the flrength of 
Dijon, a quadrangular fortrefs, encompaflfed by 
two rivers, and by a wall thirty feet high, and 
fifteen thick , \yith four gates , and thirty-three 
towers ** : he abandoned to^ the purfuit of Clovis 
the important dties of Lyons $ind Vienna; and 
Gundobald ftill fled with precipitation, till he had 
reached Arvignon , at the. dift^nce of two hundred 
ftnd fifty nailes from the field -of battle. A long 
fiegc', and'ao artful negociation, admonished the 
king of the Frapks of. 4:he danger and difficulty 
of his enterprife. He impofed a. tribute on th^e 
Burgundian prince, compell^.him to pardon and 

R 2 
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CHAP, reward his brother's treachery , and proudly re- 
xxxvm. ^u^j^ej tQ ijjs Qy^j^ dominions , with the fpoil$ 
and captives of the fouthern provinces. This fplcn- 
did triumph was foon clouded by the intelligence, 
that Gundobald had violated his recent obliga- 
tions, and that the unfortunate Godegefil, who 
was left at Vienna with a garrifon of five thou- 
fand Franks **, had been befieged, furprifed, and 
maffacred , by his inhuman brother. Such an 
outrage might have exafperated the patience of 
tlie moft peaceful fovereign ; yet the conqueror of 
Gaul diffembled the injury, releafed the tribute, 
and accepted the alliance, and military fervice, 
of the king of Burgundy. Clovis no longer pof- 
feffed thofe advantages which had affured the 
fucccfs of the preceding war ; and his rival , in- 
ftructed by adverfity, had found new refources 
in ihe affections of his people. The Gauls or 
Romans applauded the mild j^nd impartial laws 
of Gundobald, which almoft raifed them to the 
^ame level with their conquerors. The bishops 
were reconciled , and flattered , . by the hopes , 
which he artfully fuggefted, of his approaching 
convcrfion; and though he eluded their accom* 
plishment to the laft moment of his life; his mode- 
ration fecurcd the peace , and fufpended the ruin^ 
of the kingdom of Burgundy **. 
Final con- I am impatient to purfue the final ruin of that 
wundy kingdom, which was accomplished under the'reiga 
by the of Sigifmond, the fon of Gundobald. The Gatho- 
a'd^^'w lie Sigifmond has, acquired the honours of a faint 
and martyr *' j but the hands of the royal faint 
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were ftained with the blood of his innocent fon, chap* 
whom he inhumanly facrificed to the pride and XXXTiii. 
refentment of a ftepmother. He foon difcovered 
his error , and bewailed the irreparable lofs. 
While Sigifmond embraced the corpCe of the 
unfortunate youth , he received a fevere admo- 
nition from one pf , his attendants: ." It isf not 
^ his fituation, O king! it is thine whicK de- 
5> ferves pity and lamentation. " The reproaches 
of a guilty confcience were alleviated, however, ^^ 

by his liberal donations to, the monaftery o£ 
Agaunum, or St. Maurice ,^^ in Vallais; which 
he hrmfelf had, founded in honour of the ima- 
ginary martyrs of the Thebaean legion **. A 
full chorus of perpetual pralnK>dy was inftiruted 
by the pious king; he afliduou^ly practifed the 
auftere devotion of the monks; and it was his 
bumble prayer , that heaven would inflict i» 
this world the punishment of his fins. His prayei;^ 
was heard : the avengers were at hand ; and the 
provinces of Burgundy were overwhelmed by 
an Irmy of victorious Franks. After the event 
of an unfuccefsful battle, Sigifmond, who wished / 

to protract bis life that he might prolong his 
pennance , concealed himfelf in the defert in si 
religious habit, till he was difcovered and be« 
traycd by his fubjects , who folicited the favour 
of their new maflers. The captive? monarch , 
with his wife and two children , was tranfported 
to Orleans, and buried alive in a deep well, 
by the flejrQ command of the fons of Clovis; 
whafc cruelty might derive fooie excule from the 
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CHAP, maxims and examples of their barbarous age. 

XXXVIIL Their ambition , which ufged them to atchievc 
the conqueft of Burgundy , was inflamed , or 
difguifed, by filial piety: and Clotilda, whofe 
fanctity did not confift in the forgivenefs of 
injuries , prcffed them to revenge her father's 
death on the family of his-affaffin. The rebel- 
lious Burgundians, for they attempted to break 
their chains , were ftill permitted to enjoy their 
national laws under the obligation of tribute and 
military fervice; and the Merovingian princes 
peaceably reigned over a kingdom , whofe glory 
and greatnefs had been firft overthrown by the 
arms of Clovis **. 

The Gouuc The firft victory of Clovis had infulted the 

^'jj honour of the Goths. They viewed his rapid pro- 

grefs with jealoufy and terror; and the youthful 
fame of Alaric Was oppreffed by the more potent 
genius of his rival. Some difputes inevitably' arofe 
Oil the edge of their contiguous dominions ; and 
after the delays of fruitlefs negociation , a perfcv 
nal interview of the two kings was propofed and 
accepted. This conference of CfoVis and Alaric 
was held in a fmall island of the Loire, near Am- 
boife. They embraced , familiarly converfed, and 
feafted together; and feparated with the warmeft 
profeflions of peace, and brotherly love. But their 
apparent confidence concealed a dark fufpicion of 
hoftilc and treacherous defigns; and their mutual 
complaints folicitcd , eluded , and difclaimed , a 
final arbitration. At Paris , which he already 
confidered as his royal feat, Clovis declared to 
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an affembly of the princes and warriours , the chap. 
pretence , and the motive , of a Gothic war. xxxvm. 
^^ It grieves me to fee that the Arians ftill 
55 poffcfs the faircft portion of Gaul. Let us 
51, march againft them with the aid of God; and, 
53 having vanquished the heretics , we w^U pof- 
35 fefs , and divide, their fertile provinces **. '^ 
The Franks , who were infpired by hereditary 
valour and recent zeal , applauded the generous 
defiga of their monarch; expreffed their refolu- 
tiori to conquer or die^ fmce death and conqueft 
would be equally profitable ; and folemnly pr6- 
tcfted that they would never shave their beards^ 
till victory should abfolve them from that incon- 
venient vow. The enterprifc was promoted by 
the public, or privs^te^, exhortations of Clotilda. 
She reminded her husband , how efectually fome 
pious foundation would propitiate the Deity, and 
his fervants: and the Chriftian hero, darting his 
battle -» axe with a skilful and nervous hand, 
*^ There ( faid he ) , on that fpot where my 
j> Francifca *' shall fall, wilt I erect a church irt 
53 honour of the holy a potties. " This often tattousl 
piety confirmed and juftified the attachment of 
the Catholics , wiuh whom he fecretly correC* 
ponded ; and their devout wishes were gradually 
ripened into a formidable confpiracy. The people 
of Aquitain was alarmed by the indifcreet re- 
proaches of their Gothic tyrants, who juftly accu£> 
ed them of preferring the dominioo of the Franks j 
and their zealous adherent Quintianus^ bishop of 
Rodez *•, preached more forcibly in his exile 

R4 
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CHIP, than in his diocefe. To rcfift thefe foreign and 
Sipcvm. domcftic enemies, who wtre fortified by the alii* 
aihceof theBurgundians, Alaric collected his troops, 
far more numerous than the military powers o£ 
Clovis. The Vifigoths refumed the exercife of 
arms, which they had neglected in a long and 
luxurious peace ^' : a felece band of valiant and 
robuft slaves attended their mafters to the field ** ; 
and the cities of Gaul were compelled to furnish 
their doubtful and reluctant aid. Theodoric , king 
pf the Oftrogoths, who reigned in Italy, had. 
laboured to maintain the tranquillity of Gaul ; and 
he aflumed, or affected for that purpofe, the im- 
pactial character of a mediator. But the fagacious 
monarch dreaded the rifing empire of Clovis, and 
he was firmly engaged to fupport the national and 
religious caufe of !the Goths. 
Victory of ^^q accidental , or artificial , prodigies which 
4.o!'W ^do^J^c^ ^he expedition of Clovis, were accepted 
by a fuperflitious age, as the manifefl; declaration 
of the Divine favour. He marched from Paris ; 
and as he proceeded with decent reverence through 
the holy diocefe of Tours, his. anxiety tempted 
him to cpnfult the shrine of St, Martin, the 
^ fanctuary, and the oracle of Gaul. Ifis meffen- 

gers wer^ inftructed to remark the words pf the 
Pfalm , which should happen to be chaunted at 
the precife moment when they entered the church. 
Thofe words moft fortunately expreffed the va-? 
Jour and victory of the champions of Heaven , 
imd the application was eafily transferred to the 
new Joshua, the new Gideon, who went forth 
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to battle againft the enemies of the Lord ^\ cuk p. 
Orleans fecured to the Franks a bridge on the xxxviii. 
Loire ; but , at the diflance of forty miles from 
Foitiers, their progrefs was intercepted by an ex- 
traordinary fwell of theriyer Vigenna, or Vienne;, 
and the oppofite b^nks were covered by the 
encampment of the Vifigoths. Delay muft be 
always dangerous to Barbarians, who confume 
tlie country through which they march j and had 
Clovis poflefled leifure and materials , it might 
have been imppcticable . to conftruct a bridge, or 
to force a paiTage , in the face of a fuperior enemy. 
But the affectionate peajQmts , who were impatient 
to welcome their deliverer , could eafily betray 
fpme unknown , or unguarded , ford ; the merit 
of the difcovery was enhanced by the ufeful in- 
terpofition of fraud or Action; and a white hart, 
of fingular fize and beauty , appeared to guide 
and animate the march of the Catholic army. 
The cou]>rel8:of the Vifigoths were irrefolute and 
diftracted. A crowd of impatient warriours, pre- 
fumptuous in their ftrength , and difdaining to 
fly before t.he robbers of Germany, excited Ala- 
ric to aflert in arms the name and blood of the 
conqueror of Rome. The advice of the graver 
chieftains prefled him to elude the firfl; ardour 
of the Franks ; and to expect , in the fouthern 
provinces of Gaul , the veteran and victorious 
Oftrogoihs , whom the king of Italy had already 
fent to his . aflGftance. The decifive moments 
were wafted in idle deliberation; the Goths too 
baflily abandoned , perhaps , an advantageous poft ; 
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CHAP, and the opportunity of a fecure retreat ^vas loft 
xxxvlir. by their slow and diforderly motions. Af er Cle- 
vis had paffed the ford, as it is ftill named, of the 
JTort, he advanced with bold and hafty fteps to 
prevent the efcape, of the enemy. His nocturnal 
march was directed by a flaming meteor, fufpend- 
cd in the air above the cathedral of Poitiers; and 
tWs fignal , which might be previously concerted 
with the orthodox fucceffor of St. Hilary, was 
compared to the column of fire that guided the 
Ifraelites in the defert. At' the third hour of the 
day, about ten miles beyond Poitiess, Clovis 
overtook, and inftantly attacked, the Gothic 
army ; whofe defeat was already prepared by ter- 
ror and confufion. Yet they rallied in their ex- 
treme diftrefs , and the martial youths , who had 
clamorously demanded the battle , refufed to 
furvive the ignominy of flight. The two kings 
encountered each other in fingle combat. Alaric 
fell by the hand of his rival ; and the victorious 
Frank was faved by the goodnefs of his cuirafs, 
/ and the vigour of his horfe , from the fpears of 
two defperate Goths , who furiously rode againft 
him , to revenge the death of their' fovereign. 
The vague expreflion of a mountain df the slain, 
ferves to indicate a cruel, though indefinite, 
slaughter; but Gregory has carefully obferved , 
that his valiant countryman ApolliharJs ^ the font 
of Sidonius, loft his life at the head 'of the nobles 
of Auvergne. Perhaps thefe fufpected Catholics 
had been maliciously expofed to the blihd aflault 
of the enemy ; and perhaps the influence of religion- 
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was fuperfeded by perfonal attachment , or mili- chap. 
tary honour '*. xxxviii. 

Such is the empire of Fortune { if we may ftill Conqueft of 
difguife our ignorance under that popular name) , ^^^^^^^^^ 
that it is almoft equally difficult to forefee the\A. d.so8. 
Events of war, or to explain their various, con* 
fequences. A bloody and complete victory has^ 
fometimes yielded no more than the poffeffion of 
the field ; and the lofs of ten thoufand men has 
fometimes been fiifficient to deftroy, in a finglfe 
day , the work of ages. Thfe decifive battle of 
Poitiers was followed by the conqueft of Aqui- 
tain. Alaric had left behind him an infant jfon; 
a baftard competitor , factious nobles , and a 
disloyal people; and the remaining forces of the 
Goths were oppreffed by the general conftema- 
tion , or oppofed to each other in civil difcord, * 
The victorious king of the. Franks proceeded 
without delay to the fiege ol Angouleme. At 
the found of his trumpets the walls of ihe city 
imitated the example of Jericho , and inftantly 
fell to the ground ; a fplehdid miracle , whidi 
may be reduced to the fuppdfition , that ^fome 
clerical engineers had fecretly undermined the 
foundations of the rampart ". At Bourdeaqx, 
which had fubmitted without refiftance , Clbvis 
eftablished his winter-quarters ; and his prudent 
ceconomy tranfported from- Thouloufe the royal 
treafures , which were depofited in the capital of 
the monarchy. The conqueror penetrated as far 
as the confines of Spain ** ; reftored the. honours 
of the Catholic church ; fixed in Aquitain a ctdony 
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CHAP, of Franks " ; and delegated to his lieutenants ^ 
XXXVIII. iijg gafy tasi^ Qf fubduing , or extirpating , the 
nation of tl>e Vifigoths. But the Vifigoths were 
protected by the wife and powerful monarch of 
M Italy. While the balance was ftiil equal , Theo- 
doric had perhaps delaye4 the inarch of the 
Oftrogoths ; but their ftrenuous efforts fuccefs- 
fuUy refilled th^ ambition of Clovis; and the 
army of the Franks ^ and their Burgundian al« 
lies, was compelled to raife the fiege of Aries, 
with the lofs, as it is faid, of thirty thoufand 
jnen. Thefe viciflTitudes inclinjed the fierce fpirit 
of Clovis to acqyiefce in an advantageous treaty 
of peace. The Vifigoths were fuffered to retain 
the pofTeflion of Septimania^ a narrow tract of 
Jeacoaft, from the Rhone to the Pyrenees; but 
; fi(\t ample prpvince of Aquitaiii , from thofe 
mountains to the Loire, was indilTolubly united 
to the kingdom of France ^'. 
ConfuUhip After the fuccefs of the Gothic war, Clovis 
of Clovis, Accepted the honours of the Romian conrulship. 
The emperor Anaflafius ambitiously«be{lowed on 
the moft powerful rival of Theodoric, the titlq 
^d enfigns of that eminent dignity; yet, fropa 
fome unknown caufe, the name of Clovis has- not 
been infcribed in the fafii either of the Eaft or 
Weft *'. On the. folemn day, the monarch of 
(Gaul, placing a diadem on his head, was invefted, 
in the church of St« Martin, with a purple tunic 
and mantle. From thence he proceeded on 
hprfeback to the cathedral of Toilrs; and, as he 
paOed through the ftreets, profqfely fcattered/. 
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with his own hand, a donative of gold and filvef c h a p> 
to the joyful multitude , who inceOantly repeated xxxviir. 
their acclamations of Conful and Auguftus. The 
actual , or legal authority of Clovis , could not 
receive any new acceflGons from the confular dig- 
nity. It was a name, a shadow, an empty pageant; 
and , if the conqueror had been inftructed to 
claim the ancient prerogatives of that high of- 
fice, they muft have expired with the period of 
its annual duration. But the Romans were dif- 
pofed to revere, in the perfon of their mafter, 
that antique -title , which the emperors conde- 
fcended to afiume: the Barbarian himfelf feemed 
to contract a facred obligation to refpect the 
majefty of the republic ;* and the fucceflbrs of 
TheodoHus, by foliciting his friendship, tacitly 
forgave , and almofl ratified , the ufurpation of 
Gaul. 

Twenty-five years after the death of Clovis, Finarefta- 
this important conceflion was more formally wu^ment 
declared , in a treaty between his fons and the Fwich 
emperor Jullinian. The Oibrogoths of Italy , moiarchy 
unable to defend their diftant acquifitions , had a.d.^s3*6. 
refigned to the Franks the cities of Aries and 
Marfeilles : of Aries , dill adorned with the feat 
of a Praetorian praefect ; and of Marieilles, enrich- 
ed by the advantages of trade and navigation **. 
This tranfaction was confirmed by the Imperial 
authority s and Juftinian , generously yielding to 
the Franks the fovereignty of the countries be- 
yond the Alps, which they already pofleOed, 
abfolved the provincial^ f^'om t^it allegiance; and 
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.CHAP, eftablished on a more lawful ,' though not more 
Xxxviu, folid, foundation, the throne of the Merovin- 
gians **. From that «ra, they enjoyed the right 
of celebrating at Aries , the games of the Circus ; 
and by a fingular privilege , which was denied 
even to the Perfian monarch , the gold coin , im- 
preffed with their name and image, obtained a 
legal currency in the empire '*. A Greek hiftorian . 
of that age has praifed the private and public vir« 
tues of the Franks, with a partial emhufiafm, 
which cannot be fufficiently juftified by their do- 
meftic annals '\ He celebrates their politenefs 
and urbanity , their regular government , and 
orthodox religion ; and boldly aflerts , that thefe 
Barbarians could be diAinguished only by their, 
drefs and language from the fubjects of Rome. 
Perhaps the Franks already difplayed the focial 
difpofition , and lively graces, which in every 
age have difguifcd their vices, and fometimes 
concealed their intrinfic merif. Perhaps Agathias, 
and the Greeks, were dazzled by the rapid pro- 
grefs of their arms, and the fplendour of their 
empire. Since the conquefl: of Burgundy, Gaul, 
except the Gothic province of Septimania , was 
fubject, in its whole extent, to the fons of Clovis. 
They had extinguished the German kingdom of 
•Thuringia, and their vague domini<ni penetrated 
beyond the Rhine , into the heart of their native 
fbrefts. The Alemanni , and Bavarians , who had 
occupied the Roman provinces of Rfaaetia and 
Noricum , to the fouth of the Danube , confeffed 
themfelves the humble vaifals of the Franks ; and 
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the feeble barrier of the Alps was incapable <rf chap. 
rcfifting their ambition. When the laft furvivor xxxvhk 
of the fons of Clovis united the inheritance and 
conquefts of the Merovingians , his kingdom ex- 
tended far beyond the limits of modern France. 
Yet modern France , fuch has been the prOgrefs 
of arts and policy, far furpaffes in wealth, popu* 
loufnefs, and power , the fpacious but favage 
realms of Clotaire or Dagobcrt '*. 

The Franks, or French, are the only people of poUthmi 
Europe , who can deduce a perpetual fucceflion «<>•"!'<>• 
from the conquerors of the Weftern empire. But /" 
their conqueft of Gaul was followed by ten centu- 
ries of anarchy , and ignorance. On the revival 
of learning , the ftttdents who had been formed in 
the fchools of Athens and Rome, difdained their 
Barbarian anceftors ; and a long period elapfed 
before .patient labour could provide the requifite 
materials to fafisfy , or rather to excite , the 
curiofity of more enlightened times *'. At length 
the eye of criticifm and philofopfay was directed 
to the anuquities of France : but even philo« 
fophers have been tainted by the contagion of 
prejudice and paflion. The moft extreme and 
exclufivc fyftem^, of the perfonal fervitude of the 
Gauls , or of their voluntary and equal alliance 
with the Frsinks, have been rashly cbnceivjed, 
and obftinately defended : and the intemperate 
difputants have accufed each other of confpiring 
againfl: the prerogative of the crown, the digiiity 
of the nobles, or the freedom of the people. 
Yet the sharp conflict has ufefuliy exercifed the 
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CHAP, adverfe powers of learning and genius; and each 
xxxviii. antagonift, alternately vanquished and victorious, 
has extirpated fome ancient errors, and eftablished 
fome interefting truths. An impartial ftranger, 
inftructed by their difcoveries , their difputes ^ 
and even their faults , may defcribe , from the 
fame original materials, the flate of the Roman 
provincials , after Gaul had fubmitted to the arms 
and laws of the Merovingian kings **. 
Lvwsofthe The rudeft, or the mpft fervile condition of 
BarUriaus. human fociety, is regulated however by fome 
fixed'^and general rules. When Tacitus furveyed 
the primitive fimplicity of the Romans , he dit 
covered fome permanent maxims j or cufloms , 
of public and private life, which were preferved 
by faithful tradition , till the introduction of the 
art of writing, and of the Latin tongue *\ Before 
the election of the Merovingian kings, the moft 
powerful tribe , or nation , of the Franks , ap- 
- pointed four venerable chieftains to compofe the 
Satic laws '* ; and their labours were examined 
and approved in three fucceflive afTemblies of the 
people. After the baptifm of Clovis , he reformed 
feveral articles that appeared incompatible with 
Chriftianity : the Salic law was* again amended 
by his fons ; and at length , under the reign of 
Dagobert, the code was revifed and promfylgated 
in its actual form , one hundred years after the 
eftabJishment of the French monarchy. Within 
the fame period, the cuftoms of the Ripuarians 
were tranfcribed apd published ; and Charlemagne 

himfelf 
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himfelf', the legislator of his age and country , c tf a p. 
had accurately ftudied the two national laws, XXJiVlII* 
which ftill prevailed, among the Franks ^\ 
The fame care was extended to their vaffals ; and 
the rude inftltutions of the Alematmi and Bava^ 
rians were diligently compiled and fAtifled; by the 
fupreme authority of the Merovingian kings* 
The Vijigoths and Burgundians , whofe conquefts id 
Gaul preceded thofe of the Franks , shewed lefs 
impatience to attain one of the principal benefits 
of civilifed fociety. Euric was the firft of the 
Gothic princes , who expreffcd in writing the rtiam 
ners and cuftoms of his people ; and the compo« 
fition of the Burgundian laws was a meafure of 
policy rather than- of juftice ; to alleviate the 
yoke , and regain the affections , of their Gallic 
fubjects**. Thus, by a fmgular coincidence^ the 
Germans framed their artlefs inflitutions « at « 
time when the elaborate fyftem of Roman jurif* 
prudence was finally confummated. In the Salic 
Jaws , and the Pandects of Jullinian , we may 
compare the firfl: rudiments , and the full matu« 
rity , of civil wifdom ; and whatever prejudices 
may be fuggcfted in favour of Barbarifm , our , 
calmer reflections will afcribe to the Romans the 
fuperitar advantages, not only of fcience and rea* 
fan , tut of humanity and Juftice. Yet the laws 
<)f the Barbarians were adapted to their wants and 
defires, their occupations and* their capacity; and 
•they all contributed to preferve the. peace , and 
pronaote the improvements , of the fociety for 
whofe ufe they were originally eftablishcd* Tb9 
Vol. VL S 
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CHAP. Merovingians , inftead of impofing an uniform 
XXXVIII. yyjg q£ conduct on their various fubjects , per- 
mitted each people , and each family of their 
empire , freely to enjoy their domeftic inftitu- 
tions''; nor were the Romans excluded from the 
common benefits of this legal toleration '*. The 
children embraced the lata of their parents, the 
wife that of her husband , | the freedman that of 
his patron ; and , in all caufes , where the parties 
were of different nations , the plaintiff , or accu« 
fcr, was obliged to follow the tribunal of the de- 
fendant , who may always plead a judicial pre- 
fumption of right , or innocence. A more ample 
latitude was allowed , if every citizen , in the pre- 
fence of the judge', might declare the law under 
which he defired to live , and the national fo- 
ciety to which he chofe to belong. Such an in- 
dulgence would abolish the partial diftinctions of 
victory ; and the Roman provincials might pa- 
tiently acquiefce in the hardships of their condi- 
tion ; fince it depended on themfelves to afTume 
the privilege , if they dared to affert the charac- 
ter , of free and warlike Barbarians ^\ 
Pecuniary When jufticc inexorably requires the death of 
fines for. a murdcrcr , each private citizen is. fortified by 
homicide, ^j^g aflurance, that the laws, the magiftrate, and 
the whole community, are the guardians ^f his 
perfonal fafety. But in the loofe focicty of the 
Germans , revenge ,was always honourable , and 
often meritorious : the independent warriour chaf- 
tifed , or vindicated, with his own hand, the in- 
juries which he had offered, or received ; and he 
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had only to dread the refentment of the. fens < and c h a p. 
kinfmen , of the enemy whom he had facrificcd ^cxxviu- 
to his fclfish or angry palGons. The magiftrate, 
confcious of his Aveaknefs , interpofed , not to pu* 
nish , but to reconcile ; and he was fatisfied if he 
Could perfuade, or Compel , the contending par- 
tics to pay , and to accept , the moderate fine 
ivhich had been afcertained as the price o£ 
blood'*. The fierce fpirit of the Franks Would 
have oppofed a more rigorous fentence ; the fame 
fiercenefs defpifed thefe ineffectual reftraintst 
and , when their fimple manners had been cor-^ 
rupted by the Wealth of Gaul , the public peace 
was continually violated by acts of hafty or deli- 
berate guilt. In every juft government, the fame 
penalty is inflicted , or at leaftis impofed, for the 
murder of a peafant , or a prince. But the na-» 
tional inequality eflablishqd^by the Franks , in 
thdr criminal proceedings , Was the lad infulc 
and abtife of conqueft'^. In the calm moments 
of legislation', they folemnly pronounced , that the 
life of a Roman was of fmailer value than that of 
a Barbarian. The Antnifiion '* , a name expret 
five of the moft illuftrious birth or dignity among 
the Franks, Was* appreciated at the fum of fix 
hundred pieces of gold ; while the -noble provia* 
cial , A^ho Was admitted to the king's table, might 
be legally naurdered at the expence of three hun- 
dred pieces. Two hundred. Were deemed fuffi- 
cient for a Frank of ordinary condition ; but the 
meaner Romans were expofed to difgrace an4. 
danger by a trifling compenla^on of one hundred^ 
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CHAP, or even fifty , pieces of gold. Had ihefc laws 
XXXVIII, t^geu regulated by any principle of equity or 
reafon, the public protection should have fup^ 
plied in juft proportion the wan.t of perfonal 
ftrength. But the legislator had weighed in the 
fcale, not of judice , but of policy, the lofs of a 
foldier againft that of a slave : the head of an in- 
folent and rapacious Barbarian was guarded by an 
heavy fine ; and the slighted aid was afforded to 
the moft defencelefs fubjccts. Time infenfibly 
abated the pride of the conquerors ^ and the pa« 
tience of the vanquished; and the boldeft citizen 
was taught by experience , that he might fuflfer 
more injuries than he could inflict. As the man* 
ners of the Franks became lefs ferocious , their 
laws were rendered more fevcre ; and the Mero- 
vingian kings attempted to imitate the impartial 
rigour of the Vifigpyy and Burgundians^^ Un- 
der the empire of Clnwlemagne, murder was uni- 
verfally punished with death; and the ufe of ca- 
pital punishments has been liberally multiplied 
in the jurifprudence of modern Europe ^*. 
Judgments The civil and military profeifions , which had 
of God. been feparated by Conftantine, were again united 
by the Barbarians. The harsh (jpund of the' Teu- 
tonic appellations was mollified n, into the Latin 
titles of Duke , of Count, or of P/sefect ; and the 
fame officer affumed, within his diftrict, the com- 
mand of the troops , and the adminifliration of 
juftice". But the fierce and illiterate chieftain 
was feldom qualified to difcharge the duties of a 
judge , which require all the faculties of a 
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philofophic mind, laboriously cultivated by expc- c u A p. 
riencc and ftudy ; and his rude ignorance was com- xxxvin. 
pelled to embrace fome fimple , and vifible, methods 
6f afcertaining the caufe of juftice. In every reli- 
gion, the Deity has been invoked to confirm the 
truth , or to punish the falfehood , of human tef. 
timony ; but this powerful inftrument was mif- 
appliedy and abufed , by the fimplicity of theGer* 
man legislators. The party accufed might juftify 
his innocence, by producing before their tribu- 
nal a number of friendly witneffes , who folemnly 
declareid their belief or affurance , that he was not 
guilty. According to the weight of the charge , 
this legal number of compurgators was multi- 
plied ; feventy-two voices were required to ab- 
folve an incendiary , or affaffin : and when the 
chaftity of a querti of France was fufpected , three 
hundred gallant nobles fwore t without hefitation 
that the infant prince had been actually begotten 
by her deceafed husband '*. The fm , and fcan- 
dal , of manifeft and^ frequent perjuries engaged 
the magiftratcs to remove thefc dangerous tempt- 
ations ; and to fupply the defects of human tefti- 
naony , by the famous experiments of ftrc an^ 
water. Tliefe extraordinary trials were fo capri- 
ciously contrived , that in fome cafes > guilt, and 
innocence in others, could not be proved with- 
out the interpofition of a miracle. Such mira^ 
cles were readily provided by fraud and credulity; 
the moft intricate caufes were determined by thi$ 
cafy and infallible method ; and the turbulent 
Barbarians, who might have difdained the fcn- 

S3 
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CHAP, tence of the icagillrate « fubmiflGively acquiefced 

XXXVIII. in the judgment of God ^•. 
Judicial But the trials by fingle combat gradually ohf 
(pmiiacs. Gained fuperior credit and authority , among a 
warlike people , who could not believe , - that a 
brave man defcrved to fuffer , or that a coward 
defer ved to live '*. Both in civil and criminal 
proceedings , the plfiintifF , or accufer , the dcr 
feqd^nt , or even the witnefs , were expofed to 
mortal challenge from the antagonift who was 
deftitute of legal proofs; and it was incumbent 
oil them , either to defert their caufe , or publicly 
to maintain their honour in the lifts of battle. 
They fought either on foot or on horfeback , zc^ 
cording to the cuftom of their nation*'; and the. 
decifiqn of the fword , or lance , was ratified by 
the fanction of Heaven , of the judge , and of the 
people. This fanguinary law was introduced into 
Gaul by the Burgundians ; and their legislator 
Gundohald " condefcended to anfwer the comr 
plaints and objections of his fubject Avitusf. 
^* Is it not true , " faid the king of Burgundy 'to 
the bishop, '^^ that the event pf national wars, 
33 and private combats , is directed by the judg- 
9, ment of God ; apd that his providence awards 
sjthe victory to the jufter caufe? By fuch pre- 
vailing arguments , the abfurd and cruel practice 
of judicial duels, which had been peculiar tq 
(bme tribes of Germarty , was propagated ahd 
(cftablished in all the monarchies of Europe , from 
Sicily to the ^Baltic. At the end of ten centur 
yies , the reign of legal violence was not totally 
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extinguished ; and the ine£Fectual cenfures of 
faints , of popes , and of fynods , may feem to 
prove , that the influence of fuperftition is weak- 
>ened by its unnatural alliance Avith reafon and 
humanity. The tribunals were ftained with the 
blood y )>erhaps , of innocent and refpectable citi* 
zens ; the law , which now favours the rich , then 
yielded to the ftrong; and the old , the feeble, 
and the infirna , were condemned , either to re- 
nounce their faireft claims and pofTeilions , to fuf- 
tain the dangers of 'an unequal conflict*', or to 
truft the doubtful aid of a mercenary champion/ 
This oppreflive jurifprudence was impofed on the 
provincials of Gaul, who complained of any in<- 
juries in their perfons and property. Whatever 
might be the ftrength , or courage , of individuals, 
the victorious Barbarians excelled in the love 'and 
cxercife of arms ; and the vanquished Roman was 
unjufl;ly fummoned to repeat , in his own perfqn 
the bloody conteft , which had been already de- 
cided againft his country '\ 

A devduring hoft of one hundred and twenty 
thoufand Germans had formerly paffed the Rhine 
under the command of Arioviftus. • One third! 
part of the fertile lands of the Sequani was ap- 
propriated to their ufe ; and the conqueror fooil 
repeated his oppreflive demand of another third , 
for the accommodation of a new colony of twenty- 
four thoufand Barbarians, whom he hkd invited 
to share the rich harveft of Gaul *^^ At the dif- 
taRce of five hundred years , the Vifigoths and 
Burgundians , who revenged the defeat of 

S4 



C It A p. 

Xxxvsvu 



Divifion of 
lands by 
the Bar- 
barii^ns, 



a«o THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, Arloviftus , ufurped the fame unequal proportion 
xxxvillf of two thirds of the fubject lands. But this diftri- 
bution , inftead of fpreading over the province , 
may be reafonably confined to the peculiar dif-* 
tricts where the victorious people had been 
planted, by their -own choice, or by the policy of 
their leader. In thefe diftricts , each Barbarian 
was connected by the ties ofhofpitality with fomc 
Roman provincial. To this unwelcome gueft, 
the proprietor was compelled to abandon two- 
thirds of his patrimony 2 but the German , a 
shepherd , and a hunter , might fometimes con- 
tent himfelf with a fpacious range of wood and 
pafture, and refign the fmalleft, though raoft va- 
luable , portion , to the toil of the induftrious 
husbandman'*. The filcnce of ancient and au- 
thentic teftiraony has encouraged an opinion, that 
the rapine of the Franks was not moderated , or 
djfguifed , by the forms of a legal divifion ; that 
they difperfed themfelves over the provinces of 
Gaul ,. without order or controul ; and that each 
victorious robber, according to his wa*nts , his 
avarice , and his flrength , meafured , with his 
fword, the extent of his new inheritance. At a 
dtftance from their fovereign , the Barbarians 
• might indeed be tempted to excrcife fuch arbi- 
trary depredation ; but the firm and artful policy 
of Clovis muft curb a licentious fpirit , .which 
would aggravate the mifery of the vanqui.'^hed , 
whilft it corrupted the union and difcipline of 
the conquerors. The memorable vafc of Soiffon^ 
i% a monument , and a pledge , of the regular 
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djftribution of the Gallic fpoils. It was the duty, chap.. 
and the intereft , of Clovis , to provide rewards for xxxviiL 
a fuccefsful army , and fettlements for a numerous 
people ; without infilcting any wanton , or fuper- 
fluous injuries, on the loyal catholics of Gaul. 
The ample fund, which he inight lawfully ac- 
quire, of the Imperial patrimony, vacant lands, 
and Gothic ufurpations, would dimitiish the cruel 
neceflity of feizure and confifcation ; and" the 
humble provincials would more patiently ac- 
quiefce in the equal and regular diftribution of 
their lofs *'. 

The wealth of the Merovingian princes con- Domain 
fitted in their extenfive domain. After the con- fi"e$ofthc 
queft of Gaul , they ftill ' delighted in the ruftic Merovm* 
fimplicity of their i anceftors : the cities were ^**'**' 
abandoned to folitude and decay ; and their coins, 
their charters, and their fynods, arc ftill infcribed 
with the names of the villas, or rural palaces, in 
which they fucceffivcly refided. One hundred and 
fixty of thefe palaces , a title which need not excite * - 
any unfeafonable ideas of art or luxury , were 
fcattercd through the provinces of their kingdom ; 
and if fome might claim the honowrs of a fortrefe, 
the far greater part could be eftecmed only in the 
light of profitable farms. The manfion of the 
long-haired kings was furrounded with convenient 
yards, and ftables, for the cattle and the poultry; 
the garden was planted with ufeful vegetables; 
the various trades, the labours of agriculture , and , 

even the arts of hunting and fij-hing, were exer- 
cifed by fervile hands for the emolument of tlie 
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chaK fovereigil; his magazines were filled with corn 
^^^y^Ut and wine , either for ialc or confumption ; and the 
whole adminiftration was conducted by the ftricteft 
maxims of private occonomy ". This ample pa- 
trimony was appropriated to fupply the hofpitable 
plenty of Clovis , 'and his fucceflfors ; and to re- 
ward the fidelity of their brave companions , who , 
both in peace and war , were devoted to their per- 
fonat fervice. Inftead of an horfe , or a fuit of ar- 
mour , each companion , according to his rank , 
or merit , or favour , was inverted with a benefice, 
the primitive name , and moft fimple form of the 
feudal pofleffions. Thefe gifts ^might be refumed 
at the pleafure of the fovereign ; and his feeble 
prerogative derived fome fupport from the influ- 
ence of his liberality. But this dependent tenure 
was gradually abolished '* by the independent and 
rapacious nobles of France, who eftablished the 
perpetual property , and hereditary fuccelfion , of 
their benefices : a. revolution Calutary to the earth, 
which had been injured , or neglected , by its pre- 
carious mailers *\ Befides thefe royal and bene- 
ficiary cftates , a large proportion had been aflign^' 
ed , in the divifion of Gaul , of allodial and Salic 
lands : they were exempt from tribute , and the 
Salic lands were equally shared among the male 
defcendants of the Franks *'. 
Private ' In the bloody difcord , and filent decay of the 
iifttrpa- Merovingian line , a new order of tyrants arofe 
in the provinces , who , under the appellation of 
Seniors^ or Lords, ufurped a right to govern, and a 
licence to opprefs, the fubjects of their peculiar 



tions. 
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territory. Their ambition might be checked by c h a p. 
the hoftile refiftance of an equal s but the laws xxxvm. 
were extinguished ; and the facrilegious Barba* 
rians , who dared to provoke the vengeance of a 
faint or bishop '* , would feldom refpect the land- 
marks of a profane and defencelefs neighbour^ 
The common , or public , rights of nature , fuch 
as they had always been deemed by the Roman 
jurifprudence *' , were feverely rcftrained by the 
German conquerors , whofe amufement , or rather 
paffion , was the exercife of hunting. The vague 
dominion , which Man has affumed over the wild 
inhabitants of the earth, the air, and the waters, 
was cdnfined to foqie fortunate individuals of the 
human fpecies. Gaul was again overfpread with 
woods; and the animals, who were referved for 
the ufe, or pleafure, of the lord, might rayage, 
with impunity, the fields of his induftrious vaffals. 
The chace was the facred privilege of the nobles , 
and their domeftic fervants. Plebeian tranfgreflbrs 
were legally chaftifed with ftripes and imprifon* 
ment **; but in an -age which admitted a slight . 
compofition for the life of a citizen , it; was a ca* 
pital crime to deftroy a ftag or a wild bull within 
the precincts of the royal forefts '^ 

According to the maxims of ancient war, the Perfonai 
conqueror became the lawful mailer of the enemy ft'*'»«»*^ 
whom he hadfubdiied and fpared**: and the fruit* ^ 
ful caufc of perfonal slavery , which had been al- 
moft fupprefled by the •peaceful fovereignty of 
Rome , was again revived and multiplied by the. 
perpetual hpftilities of the independent Barbarians^ 
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CHAP. The Goth, the Burgundian , or the Frank, who 
xxxviu. returned from a fuccefsful expedition , dragged 
after him a long train of sheep, of oxen, and of 
human captives, whom he treated with the fame 
brutal contempt. The youths of an elegant form 
and ingenuous afpect , were fet apart for the do- 
meftic fervice; a doubtful fituation , which alter- 
nately expofed them to the favourable, or cruel, 
impulfe of paffion. The ufeful mechanics and 
fervants (fmiths, carpenters, taylors, shoemakers, 
cooks , gardeners , dyers , and workmen in gold and 
filver etc. ) employed their skill for the ufe , or 
profit, of their mafter. But the Roman captives 
who were deftitute of art , but capable of labour, 
were condemned, without regard to their former 
rank, to tend the cattle, and cultivate the lands 
of the Barbarians, The number of the hereditary- 
bondfmen, who were attached to the Gallic cftates, 
was continually increafed by new fupplies ; and 
the fervile people , according to the fituation and 
temper of their lords , was fometimes raifcd by 
precarious indulgence , and ftiore frequently de- 
preffed by capricious defpotifm^*^ An abfolute 
power of life and death was exercifed by thefe 
lords; and when they married their daughters, a 
train of ufeful fervants, chained on the waggons 
to prevent their cfcape , was fen t. as a nuptial prc- 
fent into a diftant country *'. The pajefty of the 
Roman' laws protected the liberty of each citizen, 
ag^inft the rash effects of his own diftrefs , or de« 
fpAir. But the fubjects of the Merovingian kin^ 
might alienate their perfonal freedom; and this 
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act of legal fuicide, which was hrmlhvly practifed, chap. 
is cxpreffed in terms moft difgraccful and afflict> 
ing to the dignity of hunoan nature ". The ex- 
ample of the poor , who purchafed life by the fa- 
crifice of all that can render life defirable, was 
gradually imitated by. the feeble and the devout, 
who , in times of public diforder , pufillanimously 
crowded to shelter themfclves under the battle- 
ments of a powerful chief, and around the shrine 
of a popular faint. Their fubmiflion was accepted 
by thefe temporal , or fpiritual , patrons ; and the 
hafty tranfaction irrecoverably fixed their own con» 
dition,' and that of their lateft pofterity. Fromi 
the reign of Clovis , during five fucceffive cen- 
turies , the laws and manners of Gaul uniformly 
tended to promote the increafe^ and to confirm 
the duration^ of perfonal fervitude. Time and 
violence almoft obliterated the intermediate ranks . 
of fociety ; and left an obfcure and narrow inter- 
val between the noble and the slave. This arbi- ^^. 
trary and recent divifion has been transformed by 
pride- and prejudice into a national diftinctioti, * 

univerfally eftablished by the arms and the laws of 
the Merovingians. The nobles , who claimed 
their genuine, . or fabulous , defcent , from the iq- 
. dependent and victorious Franks, have alferted, 
and abufed, the indefeafiblc right of conqueft, 
over a proftraJ:e crowd of slaves and plebeians, to 
whom they imputed the imaginary difgrace^ of a 
Gallic , or Roman , extraction. 

The general ftate and revolutions of France, a ^^^v^ 
name which was impofed by the conquerors , may vergue." 
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CHAP, be illuftrated b^ the particular example of a pro- 
xxxviiL vince , a diocefe , or a fcnatorial family. Auvcrgne 
had formerly maintained a juft pre-eminence 
among the independent dates and cities of GauL 
The brave and numerous inhabitants difplayed a . 
lingular trophy ; the fword of Cjefar himfelf , 
vrhich he had loft when he vras repulfed before the 
Walls of Gergovia "\ As the common offspring 
of Troy , they claimed a fraternal alliance with 
the Romans '*' ; and if each province had imitated 
the courage and loyalty of Auvergnc , the fall of 
the Weftern empire might have been prevented , 
or delayed. They firmly maintained the fidelity 
which they had reluctantly fworn to the ViGgoths ; 
but when their braveft nobles had fallen in the 
battle of Poitiers, they accepted, without refift- 
ance, a victorious and catholic fovereign. This 
eafy and valuable conqueft was atchieved, and 
poffeffed, by Theodoric, the eldeft fon of Clovis : 
but the remote province was feparated from his 
Auftrafian dominions , by the intermediate king- 
doms of Soiflbns , Paris , and Orleans , which 
formed , after their father's death , the inheritance 
of his three brothers. The king of Paris , Childc* 
bert, was tetnpted by the neighbourhood and 
beauty of Auvergne "*. The Upper country, 
which rifes towards the fouth into the mountains 
of the Cevennes , prefented a rich and various pro-^ 
fpect of woods and paftures ; the fides of the hills 
were clothed with vines; and each eminence was 
crowned With a villa or caftle. In the Lower Au- 
vergne, the river AUier flows through the fair and 
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fpacious p]ain of Limagne ; and the ineichauftible chap. 
fertility of the foil fupplied, arid ftill fupplies^ xxxvm, 
-Vithout any interval of repofe, the conftant rcpc- "^ 

tition of the fame harvefls "^ On the falfc re* 
port, that their lawful fovereign had been slain in 
Germany , the city and diocefe of Auvergne were 
•betrayed by the grandfon of Sidonius ApoUinaris. 
Childebere enjoyed this clandeftine victory ; and 
the free fubjects of Theodoric threatened to defert 
his ftandard , if he indulged his private refent-* 
ment , while the nation was engaged in the Bur- 
gundian war. But the Franks of Auftrafia foort 
yielded to the perfuafive eloquence of their king. 
,5 Follow me, " faid Theodoric, " into Auvergne i 
j5 I will lead you into a province , where you may 
^9 acquire gold, ill ver, slaves, cattle, and precious 
J, apparel , to the full extent of your wishes. I rc- 
55 peat my promife ; .1 give you the people, ancJ 
55 their wealth , as your prey ; and you may tranf-*^ 
55 port them* at pleafure into your own country.'" 
By the execution of this promife , Theodoric juftly 
forfeited the allegiance of a people , whom he de- 
voted to deftruction. . His troops, reinforced by 
the fierceft Barbarians of Germany ''*, fpread de- 
folation over the fruitful face of Auvergne ; and 
two places only , a ftrong caftle , and a holy shrine, 
were faved, or redeemed, from their licentious 
fury. The caftle of Meroliac "^ was featedpn tt 
lofty rock, which rofe an hundred feet above the 
furface of the plain ; and a large refervoir of fre5h 
water was inclofed , with fome arable lands , within 
the circle of its fortifications. The Franks beheld 
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With envy and defpair this impre^able fortrefs: 
but they furprifed a party of fifty (Iragglers ; 
and , as they were oppreffed by the number of 
their captives, they fixed, at a trifling ranfom, 
the alternative of life or death for thefe wretched 
victims ; whom the cruel Barbarians were prepared 
to maffacre on the refufal of the garrifon. An- 
other detachment penetrated as far as^Brivas , or 
Brioude , where the inhabitants , with their valu- 
able effects , hdd taken refuge in the fanctuary of 
St. Julian. The doors of the church reCfted the 
aflault; but a daring foldier entered through a 
window of the choir, and opened a paflage to bis 
companions. The clergy and peoplte, the {acred 
and the profane fpoils , were rudely torn from the 
altar; and the facrilegious divifion was made at a 
fmall diftance from the town of Brioude. But 
this act of impiety was feverely chaftifed by the 
devout fon of Clovis. He punished with death 
the moft atrocious offenders ; left their fecret ac- 
complices to the vengeance of St Julian , releafed 
the captives ; reftored the plunder ; and extended 
the rights of fanctuary , five miles round the 
fepulchre of the holy martyr '**. 

Before the Auftrafian army retreated from Au- 
vcrgnc , Theodoric exacted feme pledges of the 
future loyalty of a people, whofe }uft hatred 
i:ou|jd he reftrained only by their fear. A fclect 
band of noble youths , the fons of the principal 
fenators^ was delivered to the conqueror, as the 
hoftages of the faith of Childebert , and of their 
countrymen. On tbe-lirft rumour of war, or 

confpiracy 
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Cdnfpiracy, thefe guiltlcfs youths were reduced c tt A P* 
to a ftatc of fervitudt ; and one of them ^ Atta* xxxvtlti 
lus "' , Whofe adventures are more particularly- 
related j kept his mafter's horfes in the diocefe of 
Treves. After a painful fearch , he was difco^ 
vered , in this unworthy occupation ♦^ by the 
emiffaries of his grandfather , Gregory bishop of 
Langres ; but his offers of ranfom were ftemly 
rejected by the avarice of the Barbarian , who re- 
quired an exorbitant fum of ten pounds of gold 
for the freedom of his noble captive. His deli- 
verance was effected by the hardy ftratagem of 
Leo, a slave belonging to the kitchens of the 
bishop of Langres***. An unknown agent cafily 
introduced him into the fame family. The Bar- 
barian purchafed Leo for the price of twelve 
pieces of gold; and was pleafed to learn, that he* 
was deeply skilled in the luxury of an epifcopal 
table : « Next Sunday , " faid the Frank , ^^ I 
5} shall invite my neighbours , and kinfnben. 
53 Exert thy art , and force them to confefs , that 
» they have never feen , or tafted , fuch an en- 
55 tertainraent , even in the king's houfe," Leo 
aflured him , that , if he would provide a fufficienfj 
quantity of poultry , his wishes should be fatis-^ 
fied. The mafter, who already afpired td the 
merit of elegant hofpitality , afluraed , as his oWn< 
the praife which ihe voracious guefts unahimotisly 
beftowed on his cook ; and the dextrous Led 
infenfibly acquired the truft and rtanagement of 
his houfehold. After the patient expectation of 
a whole year » he cautiously wbifpered his defisn i0 
Vol. VL T 
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c H A P. Attalus, and exhorted him to prepare for flight 
xxxvm. in the enfuing night. At tl^ hour of midnight, 
the intemperate guefts retired from table ; and 
the Frank's fon-in-law, whom Leo attended tb 
his apartment with a nocturnal potation , conde- 
fcended to jeft on the facility with which he might 
betray his truft. The intrepid slave , after fuf- 
taining this dangerous raillery, entered his maft* 
• cr's bed-chamber ; femoved his fpear and shield ; 
filently drew the fleeteft horfes from the ftablc ; 
unbarred the ponderous gates ; and excited 
' Attalus to fave his life and liberty by inceflant 
diligence. Their apprehcnfions urged them to 
leave their horfes on the banks of the Meufe '*'; 
they fwam the river , wandered three days in 
the adjacent foreft , and fubfifted only by the 
/ accidental difcovery of a wild plum-tree. As 
they lay concealed in a dark thicket , they 
heard the noife of horfes; they were terrified by 
the angry countenance of their mafter , and they 
anxiously liftened to his declaration , that , if he 
could feize the guilty fugitives, one of them he 
would cut in pieces with his fword , and would 
expofe the other on a gibbet. At length , Atta- 
lus , and his faithful Leo , reached the friendly 
habitation of a presbyter of Rheims , who re- 
cruited their fainting ftrength with bread and 
wine , concealed them from the fearch of ^heir 
enemy , and fafely conducted them , beyond the 
limits of the Auftrafian kingdom , to the epifco* 
pal palace of Langres. Gregory embraced his 
grandfon with tears of Joy , gratefully delivered 
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Leo , with his whole family , from the yoke of c h a p. 
fervitude , and beftowed on him the property of xxxvni. 
a farm , where he might end his days in happinefs . 
and freedom. Perhaps this fingular adventure ^ 
which is marked with fo many circumftances of 
truth and nature , was related by Attalus himfelf, 
to his coufin , or nephew , the firft hiftorian of 
the Franks. Gregory of Tours "' was born 
about fixty years after the death of Sidonius 
ApoUinaris ; and their fituation was almofl fimi* 
lar, finceeach of them was a native of Auvergne, 
a fenator , and a bishop. The difference of their 
^ftylc and fentiments may, therefore, exprefs the 
decay of Gaul ; *and clearly afcertain how mubh, 
in fo shqrt a fpace , the human mind had' Idli' of 
its energy and refinement"*. 

We are now qualified to defpife the oppoGtc , PtivJlcge$ 
and perhaps , artful, mifreprefentations , which ^^^^^ ^^ 
have foftened , or exaggerated , the oppreflion of oauL 
the Romans of Gaul under the reign of the Me- 
rovingians. The conquerors never promulgated 
any univerfal edict of fervitude , or confifcation : 
but a degenerate people , who excufed their 
weaknefs by the fpecious names of politenefs and 
peace, was expofed to the arms and laws of the 
ferocious Barbarians , who contemptuously infulted » 
their pofleffions , their freedom , and their fafety, 
Their perfonal injuries were partial and irre^lar; 
but the gr^at body of the Romans furvived 
the revolution , and ftill preferved the property, 
and privileges, of citizens. A large portion .of 
their lands was e^xacted for the ufe of the Franks! 

T ^ 
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< H A p. but they cnjbyed the remainder , exempt from 
xxxmu tribute "* ; and the fame irrefiftible violence 
vrhich fwept away the arts and manufactures of 
Gaul , deftroyed the elaborate and expenfive 
fyftem of Imperial defpbtifm. The Provincials 
muft; frequently deplore the favage jurifplrudence 
of the Salic or Ripuarian laws i but their private 
life , in the important concerns of marriage , 
teftaments , or inheritance , was ftill regulated by 
' the Theodofian Code ; and a difcontented Roman 
night freely afpire , or defcend , to the title 
and character of a Barbarian. The honours of 
the ftate were acceflible to his ambition : the 
education and temper of the Romans more pe« 
culiarly qualified them for the offices of civil 
government ; and , as foon as emulation had 
rekindled their military ardour , they were per- 
mitted to march in the ranks , or even at the 
head , of the victorious Germans. I shall not 
attempt to enumerate the generals and magif- 
trates, whofe names "' attefl the liberal policy 
of the Merovingians. The fupreme command 
of Burgundy , with the title of patrician , was 
fucccffively entrufled to three Romans ; and the 
laft , and moft powerful , Mummolus "* , who 
alternately faved and difturbed the monarchy, 
had fupplanted his father in the flation of count 
of Autun , and left a treafure of thirty talents of 
gold , and two hundred and fifty talents of filven 
The fierce and . illiterate Barbarians were ex- 
cluded » during feveral generations , from the 
dignities, and even from the orders , of the 
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church "^ The clergy of Gaul confided alnioft c H a Pv 
entirely of native Provincials *; the haughty xxxviit. 
Franks fell proftrate at the feet of their fubjects, 
who were dignified with the epifcopal character; 
and the power and riches which had been loft in 
war, were infenfibly recovered by fuperftition "*. 
In all temporal afiairs , the Theodofian Code was 
the univerfal law of the clergy ; but the Barbaric 
jurifprudence had liberally provided for their 
perfonal fafety : a fub-deacon was equivalent to 
two Franks ; the antrufiion , and priejft , were 
held in fimilar eftimation ; and the life of a 
bishop was appreciated far above the common 
ftandard, at the price of nine hundred pieces of 
gold"'. The Romans communicated to their 
conquerors the ufe of the Ghriftian religion and 
Latin language "* : but their language and their 
religion had alike degenerated from the fimple 
purity of the Auguftan , and Apoftolic , age. 
The progrefs of fuperftition and Barbarifm was 
rapid and univerfal : the worship of the faints 
concealed from vulgar eyes the God of the 
Chriftians; and the ruftic dialect of peafants and 
foldiers was corrupted by a Teutonic idiom and 
pronunciation. Yet fuch intercourfe of lacred 
and focial communion , eradicated the. diftinctions 
of birth and victory ; and the nations of Gaul 
were gradually confounded under the name and 
government of the Franks. 

The Franks , after they mingled with their Anarch^ 
Gallic fubjects , might have imparted the moft ^^^^,1^ 
valuable of human gif cs [, a fpirit , and fyftem , 

T3. ' 



294 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c H A r. of conftltutional liberty. Under a king , here- 
xxxvixi. ditary but limited , the chiefs and counfellors 
might have debated , at Paris , in the palace of 
the C?^fars : the adjacent field , where the em- 
perors reviewed their mercenary legions, would 
have admitted the legislative aflembly of freemen 
and warriours ; and the rude model , which had 
been sketched in the woods of Germany "', 
might have been polished and improved by the 
civil. wifdom of the Romans. But the carelefs 
Barbarians, fecure of their perfonal independence, 
difdained the labour of government : the annual 
aflemblies of the month of March were filently 
abolished ; and the nation was feparated , and al- 
moft diffolved , by the^onqueft of Gaul"*. The 
monarchy was left without any regular eftablish- 
ment of juftice, of arms, or of revenue. The 
fucceflbrs of Clovis wanted refolutiou to aflume, 
or llrength to exercife, the legislative and exc« 
cutive powers , which the people had abdicated : 
the royal prerogative was diftinguished only by a 
more ample privilege of rapine and murder; and 
the love of freedom , fo often invigorate^ and 
tlifgraced by private ambition , was reduced, 
among the licentious Franks , to the contempt 
of order, and the defire of impunity. Seventy- 
five years after the death of Clovis , his grandfon, 
G outran , king of Burgundy , fent an army to 
invade the Gothic poffeffions of Septimania , or 
Languedoc. The troops of Burgundy, Bei-ry, 
Auvergne , and the adjacent territories , were ex- 
cited by the hopes of fpoil. They iharched, 
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without difcipline , under the banners of German, chap. 
or Gallic , counts :. their attack was feeble and ^^^^"^' 
unfuccefsful ; but the friendly and hoftile pro- 
vinces were defolatcd with indifcriminate rage. 
The corn-fields , the villages , the churche? them- 
felves , were confumed by fire j the inhabitants 
were maffacred , or dragged into captivity ; and . • 
in' the diforderly retreat , five thoufand of tliefc 
inhuman favages were deftroyed by hunger or 
inteftine difcord. When the pious Gontran re- 
proached the guilt, or neglect, of their leaders; 
and threatened to inflict , not a legal fen ten ce , 
but inftant and arbitrary execution ; they accufed 
the univerfal and incurable corruption of the 
people. " No one " they faid , " any longer 
,3 fears or refpects his king , his duke , or his 
,3 count. Each man loves to do evil , and 
>5^freely indulges his criminal inclinations. The 
3« moft gentle correction provokes an immediate 
« tumult ; and the rash magiftrate , who prc- 
9> fumes to ccnfure , or reftrain, his feditious 
55fubjects , feldom efcapes alive from their re- 
5> vcnge "* ". It has been referved for the fame 
nation to cxpofe , by their intemperate vices , the 
moft odious abufe of freedom ; and to fupply its 
lofs by the fpirit of honour and humanity , which 
now alleviates and dignifies their obedience to an ' 
abfolute fovereign. 

The Vifigoths had refigned to Cloyis the The via. 
greateft part of their Gallic pofTeffions ; but their |pail° 
lofs was amply compenfeted by the eafy conqueft, 
and fecure enjoyment, of the provinces of Spain. 

T4 
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e H A p. From the monarchy of the Goths , which fooa in- 
*^^vill. yolvcd the Suevic kingdom of Galiqia , the mo- 
dern Spaniards ftill derive fdme national vanity: 
but the hiftorian of the Roman Empire is neither 
invited, nor compelled , to purfue thte obfcure 
and barren feries of their annals "*, The Goths 
of Spain were feparated from the reft of mankind, 
by the lofty ridge of the Pyren^ean mountains : 
their manners and inftitutions , as far as they >Yere 
common to the Germanic tribes , have been al- 
. ready explained. I have anticipated » in the pre- 
ceding chapter , the moft important of their ecqlc- 
fiaftical events , the fall of Arianifm , and the per- 
fecution of the Jews: and it only remains to ob^ 
fcrve fqme interefling circumftances , which re- 
late to the civil and ecclefiaftical conftitution of 
the Spanish kingdom. 
tfui$i^ti>e After their converfion from idolatry or herefy , 
dfTeinbiiet the Franks and the Vifigoths were difpofed to 
pf S.p^m. ejjjjbface , with equal fubmiffion , the inherent 
evils , and the accidental benefits , of fuperftition. 
But the prelates of France, long before the ex- 
tinction of the Merovingian race , had degene- 
rated into fighting and hunting Barbarians. They 
difdained the ufe of fynods ; forgot the laws of 
temperance and chaftity ; and preferred the in- 
dulgence of private ambition and luxury , to the 
general interejl of the facerdotal profefjion "'. 
The bishops of Spain refpected themfelves , and 
were refpected by the public : their indiffoluble 
union difguifed their vices , and confirmed their 
authority ; s^nd the rcguk^r difcipline of the church 
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introduced peace , order , and (Ubility into the c H A P. 
govjernrncnt of the ftate. From the reign of xxxvuL 
Recared , the firft Catholic king , to that of 
Witiza, the immediate predcceffor of the unfor- 
tynate Roderic , fixtecn iiational councils were 
fucceflively convened. The fix metropolitans, 
Toledo , Seville , Merida , Braga , Tarragona , 
and Narbonne, prefided according to their refpec 
tive feniority ; the affembly was compofed of 
their fuffragan bishops, who appeared in perfon^ 
or by their proxies ; and a place was afligned to 
thj nioft; holy or opulent. of the Spanish' abbots^ ' 
During the firft three days of the convocation, 
as long as they agitated the ecclefia(lical queftion^ 
of doctrine and difcipline, the profane laity was 
excluded from their debates; which were con- 
ducted, however, with decent folenonity. But, 
on the morning of the fourth day, the doors were 
thrown open for the entrance of the great officcirs 
of the palace , the dukes and counts of the pro- 
vincefs, the judges of the cities, and the Gothic 
nobles : and the decrees of Heaven were ratified 
by the confent of the people. The fame rules 
were obferved in the provincial affemblies, the 
annual fynods which were empowered to hear 
complaints, and to redrefs grievances; atid a legal 
government was fupported by the prevailing in- 
fluence of the Spanish clergy. The bishops, who, 
in each revolution, were prepared to flatter the 
victorious, and to infult the ptoftrate, laboured, 
with diligence and fuccefs, to kindle the flames ' 
of perfecvition , and to exalt the mitre above the 
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CHAP c^'own. Yet the national councils of Toledo , in 
XXXVIII. which the free fpirit of the Barbarians was tem- 
pered and guided by epifcopal policy , have 
eftablished fome prudent lavsrs for the common 
benefit of the king and people. The vacancy of 
the throne was^ fupplied by' the choice of the 
bishops and Palatines; and, after the failure of the 
line of Alaric , the regal dignity was ftill limited 
to the pure and noble blood of the Goths. The 
clerg/i who anointed their lawful prince, always 
recommended, and fometimes practifed, the duty 
of allegiance : and the fpiritual cenfures were de- 
nounced on the heads of the impious fubjects, 
who should refift his authority, confpire againfl: 
his life, or violate , by an indecent union, the 
chaftity even of his widow. But the monarch 
himfelf , when he afcended the throne, was 
bound by a reciprocal oath to God and his people, 
that he would faithfully execute his important 
truft. The real or imaginary faults of his adminif- 
tration were fubject to the controul of a powerful 
ariftocracy; and the bishops and palatines were 
guarded by a fundamental privilege , that they 
should not be degraded, imprifoned, tortured, nor 
punished with death, exile, or confifcatioh, unlefs 
by the free and public judgment of their peers "*. 
Code of the ^^^ ^^ thefe legislative councils of Toledo, 
vifigottts. examined and ratified the code of laws which had 
been compiled by a fucceflion of Gothic kifgs , 
from the fierce Euric , to the devout Egica. As 
long as the Vifigoths themfelves were fatisfied 
with the rude cudoms of their anceilors, they 
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indulged their fubjccts of Aquitain and Spain in c H A p, 
the enjoyment of the RonaaA law. Their gradual xxxvni. 
improvement in arts, in policy, and at length in 
religion , encouraged them to imitate , and to 
fuperfcde, thefe foreign inftitutions; and to com- 
pofe a code of civil and criminal jurifprudcncc^ 
for the ufe of a great and united people* The 
fame obligations, and the fame privileges, were 
communicated to the nations of the Spanish 
monarchy : • and the conquerors , infenfibly- re- 
nouncing the Teutonic idiom ^ fubmitted to the 
reftraints of equity y aifd exalted the Romans to 
the participation of freedom. The merit of thi$ 
impartial policy was enhanced by the fituation of 
Spain , under the reign of the Vifigoths. The 
Provincials were long feparated from their Arian 
mafters, by the irreconcilable difiFcrence of reli- 
gion. After the converfion of Recared had removed 
the prejudices of the Catholics, the coafts, both 
of > the Ocean and Mediterranean , were ftill 
poffeffed by the Eaftern emperors; who fecretly 
excited a difcontented people, to reject the yoke 
of the Barbarians, and to affert the name and 
dignity of Roman citizens. The allegiance of 
doubtful fubjects is indeed moft effectually fecured 
by their own perfuafion , that they hazard more 
in. a revolt, than they can hope to obtain by a 
revolution ; but it has appeared fo natural to 
opprefs thofe whom we hate and fear, that the 
contrary fyftem well deferves the praife of wifdora 
and moderation "^ ^ 
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CHAP. While the kingdoms of the Franks and Vifi- 
xxxviii, ^^jjg ^^^g eftablishtd in Gaul and Spain, the 
ofBritaiii. Saxons atcbievcd the conquelt ot Britain, the 
third great diocefe of the Fraefecture of the Weft. 
Since Britain was already feparated from the 
Roman empire , I might , without reproach , 
decline a ftory , familiar to the moft illiterate » 
and obfcure to the moft learned , of my readers* 
The Saxons , who excelled in the ufe of the 
oar, or the battle-axe, were ignorant of the art 
which could alone perpetuate the fame of their 
exploits: the Provincials, relapfing into Barbarifm, 
neglected to defcribe the ruin of their country; 
and the doubtful tradition was almoft extin« 
guished, before the miflionaries of Rome reftored 
■ the light of fcience and Chriftianity. The decla- 

- '^ naations of Gildas , the fragments , or fables , of 

Nennius , the obfcure hints of the Saxon laws 
and chronicles,, and the ecclefiaftical tales of the 
venerable Bede "'^ , have been illuftrated by the 
diligence, and fometimes embellished by the fancy, 
of Succeeding writers, whofe works I am not 
ambitious either to cenfure, or to tranfcribe "\ 
Yet the hiftorian of the empire may be tempted 
to purfue the revolutions of a Roman province, 
till it vanishes from his fight ; and an Englishman 
may curiously trace the eftablishment of the 
Barbarians, from whom he derives his name, his 
laws, and perhaps his origin. 
Befcent ef About forty years after the diflblution of the 
jL^D*44r* ^^°^^° government, Vortigern appears to have ob*^ 
tained the fupreme, though precarious, CQffinand 
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of the princes and cities of Britain. That unfor- chap. 
tunate monarch has been ilmoft unanimously xxxvm. 
condemned for the weak and mifchievous policy 
of inviting "* a formidable ftranger, to repel the 
vexatious inroads of a domeftic foe. His ambafla- 
dors are difpatched , by the graveft hiftorians , to 
the coaft of Germany ; they addrefs a pathetic 
oration to the general aflerably of the Saxons » 
and <thofe warlike Barbarians refolve to aflift with 
a fleet and army the fuppliahts of a diftant and 
unknown island. If Britain had indeed been un- 
known to the. Saxons, the meafure.of its calamities 
would have been lefs complete. But the ftrength 
of the Roman government could not always 
guard the maritime province againft the pirates of 
Germany : the independent and divided ftates 
were expofed to their attacks ; and the Saxons 
might fometimes join the Scots and the Picts, in 
a tacit , or exprefs , confederacy of rapine and 
deftruction. Vortigern could only balance the 
Various perils , which aflaulted on every fide his 
throne and his people i and his policy may deferve . 
either praife or excufe, if he preferred the alliance 
of thofe Barbarians , whofe naval power rendered 
them the mofl; dangerous enemies y and the m*oft 
ferviceable allies. Hengift and Horfa , as they 
ranged along the Eaftern coaft with three ships, • 
were engaged, by the promife of an ample ftipend, 
to embrace the defence of Britain ; and their 
intrepid valour foon delivered the country from 
the Caledonian invaders. The isle of Thanet , a 
fecure and fertile diftrict , was allotted ^or the 
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CHAP, refidcncc of thefe German auxiliaries , and they 
Kxxvni. vrere fupplied , according to th« treaty , with' a 
plentiful allowance of clothing and provifions. This 
favourable reception encouraged five thoufand war- 
riours to embark with their families in feventeen 
veffels, and the infant power of Hcngift was fortified 
by this ftrong and feafpnable reinforcement The 
crafty Barbarian fuggefted to Vortigern the obvious 
advantage of fixing , in the neighbourhood of the 
Ficts, a colony of faithful allies: a third fleet of 
forty ships , under the command of his fon and 
nephew , failed from Germany , ravaged the Ork- 
neys , and difembarked a new army on the coaft 
of Northumberland , or Lothian, at the oppofite 
extremity of the devoted land. It was eafy to 
forefee , but it was impoflible to prevent , the im« 
pending evils. The two nations were foon divided 
and exafperated by mutual jealoufies. The Saxons 
magnified all that they had done and fuffered in 
the caufe of an ungrateful people; while the Bri- 
tons regretted the liberal rewards which could 
- not fatisfy the avarice of thofe haughty mercena* 
rics. The caufes of fear and hatred were inflamed 
into an irreconcilable quarrel. The Saxons flew 
to*arms; and, if they perpetrated a treacherous 
maflacre during the fccurity of a feaft, they de- 
• ftroyed the reciprocal confidence which fuftains 
the intercourfe of peace and war "'. 
Eftabiuh- .Hengift, who boldly afpired to the cooquefl; of 
ra"oBhrt- S"^^^"» exhorted his countrymen to embrace the 
irchy,. glorious opportunity: he painted in lively colours 
^' ^' the fertility of the foil , the wealth of the cities, 

455— SSlf ^ * 
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the pufillanimous temper of the natives , and the chap. 
convenient fituat^on of a fpacious folitary island , ' 
acceffible on all fides to the Saxon fleets. The 
fucceffive colonies which iflued , in the period of 
a century, from the mouths of the Elbe, the 
Wefer, and the Rhine, <vere principally compofed 
of three valiant tribes or nations of Germany ; the 
Jutes ^ the old Saxons, and the Angles. The Jutes, 
who fought under the peculiar banner of HengilV, 
aflumed the merit of leading their countrymen in 
the paths of glory, and of erecting, in Kent, 
the fir ft independent kingdom. The fame of the 
enterprife was attributed to the primitive Saxons; 
and the common laws and language of the con* 
querors are defcribed by the national appellation 
of ^ people, which, at the end of four hundred 
years , produced the firft monarchs of South 
Britain. The Angles were diftinguished by their 
numbers and their fuccefs ; and they claimed the 
honour of fixing a perpetual name on the coun* 
try , of which they occupied the moft ample 
portion. The Barbarians, who followed the hopes 
of rapine either on the land or fea , were infen- 
fibly blended with this triple confederacy^; the 
FrifianSj who had been tempted by their vicinity 
• to the British shores , might balance , during a 
short fpace , the ftrength and reputation^ of the 
native Saxons ; the Danes , the Frujfians , the 
Rugians are faintly defcribed; and fome adven- 
turous Huns , who had wandered as far as the 
Baltic, might embark on board the German vefTels, 
for the conqueft of a new world '^*. But this 
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CHAP, arduous atchieyemcnt was not prepared or cxe- 
Xxxyiit. cuted by the union of nsitional powers. Each 
intrepid chieftain, according to the meafure of 
his fame and fortunes , afTembled his followers ; 
equipped a fleet of three , or perhaps of fixty, 
veffels; chofe the place* of the attack; and con- 
ducted his fubfequent operations according to the 
events of the war and the dictates of his private 
intereft. In the invafion of Britain many heroes 
vanquished and fell ; but only feven victorious 
leaders aflumed, or at leaft maintained, the title 
of kings. Seven independent thrones, the Saxon 
Heptarchy, were founded by the conqueroTrs, and 
feven families , one of which has been continued, 
by female fucceflion , to our prefent fovereign^ 
derived their equal arid facrcd lineage from Wo- 
den , the god of war. It has been pretended, 
that this republic of kings was moderated by a 
general council and a fuprenie magiftrate* But 
fuch an artificial fcheme of policy is repugnant 
to the rude and turbulent fpirit of the Saxons : 
their laws are filent ; and their imperfect annals 
afford only a dark and bloody profpect of inteftine 
difcoW ''\ 
State of the A modk , who, in the profound ignorance of 
Kritons. human life , has preftimed to exercife the office of- 
hiflorian , ftrangely disfigures the flate of Britain 
at the time of its reparation from the.Weftern 
empire. Gildas "* defcribes in florid language the 
improvements of agriculture 4 the , foreign trade 
which flowed with every tide into the Thames 
and tkt Severp , the folid and lofty conftruction 
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of public and private edifices: he accufes the fin- 6 h k h 
ful luxury of the Britisli people; of a people ^aC;" xXSYm: 
cording to the fame writer , ignorant of the moflb 
fimple arts, and incapable, Ayithodt the aid of the 
!kbpians , of providing walls of ftone ^ or weapons 
of iron, for the defence of their native land "*. 
tinder the long doiiiinion of the emperors, tSritaia 
had been ihfenfibl)^ moulded into the elegant and 
iervHe form of a Romaii province , . whofe Tafcty 
was ehtrufted to a foreign power. The fubjects 
of Honorius Contemplated their new freedom withi 
itirpriJ^e and terror; ttey were left defiitute* of 
any civil or military conftitution; and their un- 
certain rulers Wanted eitW skill , or courage , or 
aiithority , to direct the public force againft the 
common enemy. The introduction of the Sascons 
betrayed their internal weakiiefs ^ and degraded 
the character l)oth of the prince and people. 
Theit coi^eriiation magnified the danger; the 
want of union diminished their refources ; and 
the liiadnefs of civil Actions was more foHcitous 
tbaccufe, than to remedy, tlie evils, which they 
imputed to the mifconduct of tlieir adverfaries. 
/jTct the Britons were not ignorant , they could not 
ht Ignorant , of the manufacture or tbe ufe of 
arnis : the fuccelfive and diforderly attacks of the 
S^Koris i allowed theni to recover frorii theii: 
aniaten^erit, and the profperous 6t adyerfe event^ 
of the war added difcipline^ and experience id 
their native yaloun 
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CHAP. While the continent of Eorbpe and Africa 
xxxviii! yielded, without rcfiftance, to the Barbarians , the 
Their re- g^itish island , alone and unaided , maintained a 
*^""' Jong, a vigorous, th6ugh an unfuccefsful ftruggle, 
againft the fornbrdable pirates, who, almoft at 
the fame inftant, affaultcd the J^orthern , the 
Eaftern, and the Southern coafts. The citie$ 
which had been fortified with skill , were defended 
With refolution;. the advantages of ground, hills, 
forefts , and moraffes , were diligferitiy imptoved 
by the inhabitants; the^conqueft of each diftrict 
wa5 purchafed with blood ; and the defeats, of the 
Saxons are ftrongly attefled by the difcreet filence 
of their annalift. Hiengift might hope to. atchieve 
the conqucft of Britain ; but his ambition , in ail 
active reign of thirty-five years, was confined to 
the poffeffibn of Kent; and the numerous colony 
tvhich he had planted iii the North , \^as extirpated 
by the fword of the Britons. The tiiohiarchy of 
the Weft-Saxons was laboriously founded hy the 
perfevering efforts of three mattill generations. 
The life of Cerdic , one of the braveft of the 
children of Wbden, was confunied iil the c^n- 
queft of Hampshire, and the isle of Wight; and 
the lofs which he ifuftained in the battle of Mount 
Baddii, reduced him.tO a ftatc of iiigldrious re* 
pofe. Kenric , his valiant fon , iadva'ncfed iM6 
Wiltshire; befi^ged Salisbuify, it that tiime featctf 
On a commandii^g trtinence; and vanquish!^ an 
army which advanced to the relief of tlie city. 
In the fubfequent battle of Marlborough "*, his 
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British enemies difplayed their military fcience. ©hap. 
Their troops Sverc formed ia three lines; each xxxvm, 
line dbafifted of three diftlnct bodies , and the ca« 
valry, the archers « and the piketnen^ \vere diftri- 
buted according to the principles of Roman tac-J 
tics. The Saxons charged in one weighty cd- 
lumn , ' boldly encountered with their short fWords. 
the long lances of the Britons ^ and maintained an 
equal conflict till the approach of night; Two 
decifive victories, the death of three British kings,' 
and the reduction of Cirencefter , Bath ^ and 
Gloucefter*, eftablished the fame and power of 
Ceaulin , the grandfon of Cerdic , who carried 
his victorious armS to the banks of the Severn. 

After a war of an hundred years , the independent and fiighu 
Britons ftill occupied the whole exticnt of the 
Weftern coaft, from the wall of Antoninus to the 
extreme promontory of Cornwall ; and the prin- 
cipal cities of the inland country ftill oppofed the 
arms of the Barbarians. Refiftance became more 
languid , as the npmber ^and boldnefs of the af- 
failants continually increafed. Winning their 
way by slow and painful efFoiirts , the Saxons, the 
Abgles , and their various confederates , advanced 
from the North , from the Eaft , and from <he 
South , till their victorious bankers were united ia 
the centre of the island. Beyond the Severn the 
Britons ftill afferfted /their national freedom ^ which 
forvived the- heptarchy , and even the monarchy, 
of the Saxons.- The braveft warriours, who pre- 
ferred exile to slavery , found « fecur^. refuge iqi 
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CHAP, the mountains of Wales: the reluctant fubmiffiott 
XXXVIII. of Cornwall was delayed for forac ages ""; and a 
band of fugitives acquired a fcttlement in Gaul ^ 
by their own valour, or the liberality of the Me- 
rovingian kings "". The Weftern angle ^f Ar- 
iQOrica acquired the new appellations of Cornwall^ 
and the Leffer Britain g and the vacant lands of 
the Ofifmii were filled by a ftrange people , who, 
under the authority of their counts and bishops^ 
preferved the laws and language of their anceftors. 
To the feeble defcendatits of Clovis and Charle-^ 
magne, the Britons of Armorica refufed the cuf- 
toroary tribute , fubdued the neighbouring dio- 
cefes of Vannes , Rennes , and Nantes , and formed 
a powerful, though vaffal, ftate, which has been 
united to the crown of France '". 
The fame In a ccutury of perpetual, or at leaft impla*" 
of Arthur, ^ablc , Wat, much courage, and fome skill, muft 
have been exerted for the defence of Britain. Yet 
if the memory of its champions is almoft buried in 
oblivion , we need not -repine ; fince every age , 
however deftitute of fcience or virtue ^ fufficiently 
abounds with acts of blood and military renown^ 
The tomb of Vortimer , the fon of Vortigcrn , 
was erected on the margin of the feashore » as a 
landmark formidable to the Saxons , whom he had 
tbrice vanquished in the fields of Kent. Ambro- 
fius Aurelian was defcended from a noble family 
of Romans *'" ; bis modefty Was eqiaal to his va- 
lour, and his valour j till the laft fatal action ''*, 
was crowned with fplendid fuccefs. But every 
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British name is effaced by the illuftrlous name of c h a p. 
Arthur '**, the hereditary prince of the Silures, xxxvra. 
in South Wales j and the elective king or general 
of the nation. According to the moft rational ^Cm 
count , he defeated , in twelve fucceflive battles ^ 
the Angles of the North , and the Saxons of the 
Weft ; but the declining age of the hero was em- 
bittered by popular ingratitude , and domeftic mif* 
fortunes. The events of his life are lefe intereft- 
ing, than the fmgular revolutions of his hmc. 
During a period of five hundred years the tradition 
of his exf^oits was preferved, and rudely embel- 
lished , by the obfcure bards of Wales and Armo. 
rica, who were odious toube Saxons, and um 
known to the reft of mankind. The pride and 
curiofity of the Norman conquerors, prompted 
them to enquire into the ancient hiftory of Brif 
tain : they liftened with fond credulity to the tale 
of Arthur , and eagerly applauded the merit of a 
prince, who had triumphed over the Saxons , theic 
common enemies. His romance , tranfcribed in 
the Latin of Jeffrey of Monmouth, and afterwards 
translated into the fashionable idiom of the times, 
was enriched with the various, though incoherent, 
ornaments , which were familiar to the experience, 
the learning, or the. fancy, of the twelfth century. 
The progrefs of a Phrygian colony , from the Ty- 
bcr to the Thames, was eafily engrafted on tho' 
fable of the ^neid ; and the^ royal anceftors of 
Arthur derived their origin from Troy, and 
claimed (heir alliance with the Cseiar^. His tro^ 
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CHAP, phies were decorated with captive provinces , and 
j^xxvi^. Imperial titles ; and his Danish victories avenged 
the recent injuries of his country. The gallantry 
^d fuperftition of the British hert) , his feafts and 
tournaments , and the memorable inftitution ci 
his Knights of the Round Table, were faithfully 
copied from the reigning manners of chivalry ; 
and the fabulous exploits of Uther's fon, appear 
lefs incredible , than the adventures which were 
atchieved by the enterprlfing valour of tjie Nor? 
mans. Pilgrimage , and the holy wars , intro- 
duced into Europe the fpecious miracles of Ara« 
bian magic Fairies, and giants ,^ flying dragons, 
and enchanted palaces , were i)lended with the 
more Ample fictions of the Weft ; and the fate of 
Britain depended on the art , or the predictions^ 
of Merlin. Every nation embraced and adorned 
the popular romance of Arthur, and the Knights 
pf the Round Table : their names were celebrated 
in Oreece and Italy ; and the voluminous tales of 
Sir Lancelot and Sir Triftram were devmitly 
fiudi^d by the princes and nobles, who difregarded 
the genuine heroes and hiftorians of antiquity. 
At length the light of fcience and reafon was re- 
kindled ; the talifman was broken ; the vifionary 
fabric melted into air ; and by a natural , tfiough 
unjuft , revcrfe of the public opinion, the feverity 
of the prcfent age is inclined to queftion the 
€xiftence of Arthur ^^\ 
Deibiatioii Rcfiftancc , if it cannot avert, muft inqreafe the 
pfP'itaii^. naiferies of conqueft j asid conqueft has never 



^ OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 311 

appeaTe4 mp^^e; dr£ad£al and deftructive than iq ^ ? A p- 
the hwds of the Saxjonp ; who ha^^d the valour ^^*^*^" 
of their eoemies, difdajned the faith of treaties, 
^nd yio|atcd^ without remprfe, the mofl; lacr^d 
pj^jects of .the Chriftian worship. The fields of 
b^ttlt might be traced , almoft in every diftrict , by 
i»oiH)me;nt$ of bones » the fragments of falling towers 
were.fjtained with jblpod; the laQ o( the Britons, 
MTithout diftiwcwpn of age or fex , was maffacred '*' 
in the ruins of Andc/ida '**; and the repetition of 
fach calamities; wa]|^ frequent an,d familiar under 
lhe\5^XQn heptarchy. The arts and religion., the 
laws and langiiage, which the Romans had fo 
carefully planted in Britain , were extirpated by 
their barbarous fucceffor^. After the deftruction 
of the principal churches , the bishops , who had 
deciined the crown of martyrdom , retired with the 
holy relics into Wales and Armorica ; the remains 
of their flock* were l^ft deftityte of any fpiritual 
food ; the practice , apd even the remembrance , of 
Chriftianity were abolished ; and the British clergy 
mi^fi obitain fome comfort from the damnation 
of the idolatrous ftrangers. The kings of France 
asaioiU^icked the privileges of their Roipan fubjects; 
but the ferocious Saxons trampled pn the laws of 
Roiqe, and of. the emperors. The proceedings 
of civil and cripiinal jurifdiction , the titles of hp* 
nour , the forms of office , the ranks of fociety , 
and even the domeftic rights of marriage, tefta* 
inentv and inheritaace, were finally fuppreffed; 
find the indifcriminate ci;pwd of noble an4 plebeian 

V4 
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Q fL k f. slaves was governed by the traditionaiy cuftoms ^ 
^^^™? V^hich had been coarfely framed for the sfaepberds^ 
and pirates of Germany. The language of fciencey 
of bufinefs, and of coiiVer&tipn, which had been 
introduced by the Romans , %yas loft ip the general 
defolation. A fufficient number of Latin or Celtie 
words might be aflfumed by the Germans , to ex- 
prefe their new wants and ideas '*'-; but thole fi- 
literatc Pagans preferved and eftablished the ufe of 
their nations^l dialect '**. Almoft every name , 
confpicuous either in the church or ftate , reveals 
its Teutonic origin '*^ ; and the geography erf Enff^^ 
land was univerfally infcribed with foreign cha* 
racters and appellations. The example of a revo- 
lution , fo rapid and fp complete , may not eafily 
' be found \ but it will excite a probable fufpicion, 
that the arts of Rome were Icfs deeply rooted in 
Britain th^n in Gaul or Spain ; and that the 
native rudenefs of the country and its inha* 
bitaots , >vas covered by a thin varnish of Italian 
manners. 
Simtode. This (Irangc alteration has perftiaded hiftorians, 
and even philqfophers , that the provincials of 
Britain were totally exterminated; and that the 
vacant land was again peopled by the perpetual 
influx , and rapid increafe , of the German colonies. 
Three hundred thoufand Saxons are faid to have 
obeyed the fummons of Hengifl: '** ; the entire 
emigration of the Angles was attefted , in the age 
of Bcde » by the folitude of their native country '*^ ; 
f^nd 9ur experience has shewn the free prdpagar 
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tion of the kunx^n race , if they^ arc caft on a fruit- c H a t?, 
ful wildernefs, where their- fteps are uncoofined, P^^VJI?.. 
and their fubfiftence is plentiful. The Saxon kingt 
doms difplayed the face of recent difcovery and 
cultivation : the towns: wsre.jhiaU , the villages 
if^erc diftant; the kusbaadrjr wasJanguid and un<^ 
skilful : four sheep were equivalent to an. «cre of 
the heft land ^^' ; an ample fpace of wood and mo? 
rafs was ' refigned to the vague dominicm of nat 
ture ; and the modern bishopric of Durham , the 
whole territpry from the Tyne to the Tees , had 
returned to its primitive ftate of a favage and foil- 
tary foreft '*'. Such imperfect population might 
have been fupplied , in fome generations , by the 
English colonies; but neither reafon nor facts can 
juftify the; unmitural Ipppofition , that the Saxons 
of Britain remained alone in the defert which they 
had fubdued. After the fanguinary Barbarians 
had fecured their dominion , and gratified theis 
revenge, it was their intpreft to prefervestbe pea- 
lants, as well as the cattle, of the unrefifting 
country. In ^ach fucceflive revolution, the pa- 
tient jierd becomes the property of its new maft- 
ers i and the lalutary compact of. food and la? 
bour is filedtty ratified by their mutual nece(Iities. 
Wilfrid , the apoftle of So flex ^**, accepted from 
his royal convert the gift of the peninfula«of Selr 
fey, near Chichefter , with the perfons ^nd pro- 
perty of its inhabitants , who then amouilted to 
eighty-feven families^ He releafed them at c^nce 
from fpiritual and temporal bondage; ;. ^pd twQ 
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Q |C A P. hundred and fifty sUves of both fcxes were bap4 
9(xxviii. tized bv their indulgent m^fter. The kingdom 
of Sufllex , which fpread from the fea to the 
Thames , containedleven thoufand families; twelve 
hundred were aTcribed to the Isle of Wight; and, 
if we multiply this vague computation , it may 
feem prdbable , that England was cultivated by a 
million of fervants , or viUains , who were attached 
to the eftates of their arbitrary landloids; .. Tha 
indigent Barbarians were often tempted tp. fell 
their children or themfelves into perpetual , and 
even foreign, bondage'*'; yet the fpedal exemp*, 
tions, which were granted to national slaves '•*, 
fufficien-tly declare, that they were much lefs nu-? 
merous than the ftrangers and captives who had 
loft their liberty, or changed their mafters > by the 
accidents of war. ^ When time and religion had 
mitigated the fierce fpirit of the Anglo-Saxons » 
(he laws encouraged the frequent practice of ma^ 
nuitiffion ; and their fubjects , of Welsh or Cam- 
brian extraction , affume the refpectable ftation of 
inferior freemen , poffeflFed of lands, and intitled 
to the rights of civil fociety '*^ SuCh gentle 
treatment might fecure the allegiance of a fierce 
people , who had been recently fubdaed on the 
confines of Wales and Cornwall. The fage 
Ina , the legislator of Weffex, unitejd the twQ 
nations in- the bands of domcftic £|lliance ; and 
four British lords of Somerfetshire tmy be 
honourably dlftingaished 4n the court of a Saxoa 
monafcK. ."'*. 
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The independent Britons appear to have re- fc fi A Vi 
lapfed into the ftatc of orieinal barbarifm, from xxxvm. 

% «,, . r ¥ ^ I'ln Manners 

whence they had been imperfectly reclaimed. Se* ©f the 
parated by their enemies from the reft of man* Britons, 
kind , they foon became an object of fcandal and 
abhorrence to^ the Catholic world '*^ Chriftianity 
was ftill profeffed in the mountains of Wales ; but 
^the rude fchifmatics in the form ef the clerical 
tonfure, and in the dai/ of the celebration ofEafter, 
obflinately refifted the imperious mandates of the • 

Roman ponriSs. The ufe of the Latin language 
was infenfibly abolished , and the Britons were de- 
prived of the arts and learning v^^hich Italy com- 
municated to her Saxon profelytes. In Wales 
and Armorica , the Celtic tongue , the iiative # 

idiom of the Weft , was preferved and propa- 
gated ; and the Bards , who had been the compa- 
jnions of the Druids , were ftill protected, in the 
fixteenth century, by the laws of Elizabeth. Their 
chief, a refpcctable officer of the courts of PchgT 
wern,.or Aberfraw or Caermathaen, accompa- 
nied the king's fervants to war : the monarchy of 
the Britons, which hefung in the front of battle, 
excited their <!ou>rage , and juftified their depre- 
dations ; and the fongfter claimed for his legiti- 
piatc prize the faireft heifer of the fpoil. His 
fubordinate minifters , the mafters and difciples of 
vocal and inftrumental mufic , vifited , in their re- 
fpective circuits, the royal, the noble , and the 
plebeian houfes ; and the public poverty almoft 
fcxhaufted by the clergy, was oppreffed fcy the 
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H A p. importunate demands of the bards. Their rank 
^x:i^yiii« gjij njcrit were afcertained by folemn trials , and 
the ftrong belief of fupernatural infpiration ex- 
alted the fancy of the poet , and of his audi- 
pnce"^'. The laft retreats of Celtic freedom, the 
extreme territories of Gaul and Britain , were left 
adapted to agriculture than to pafturage : the 
iwealth of the Britons confided in their flocks and ^ 
^erds; milk and flesh vrere their ordinary food; 
. ^nd bread vras fometimes efteemed , or rejected , as 

^ foreigt^ luxury. Liberty had peopled the moun- 
tains of Wales and the morafles of Armorica : 
but their populoufpels has been maliciously, 
afcribed to the loofe practice of polygamy; and 
9 the houfes 6f thefe licentious barbarians have 

been fuppofed to contain ten wives , and per- 
haps fifty children '*\ Their difppfition was rash 
and choleric : they Were bold in action and ia 
fpeech'^'j and as they were ignorant of the arts 
of peace , they alternately indulged their paf« 
fions in foreign and domeftic war. The cavalry 
of Armorica , the fpearmen of Gwent , and the 
archers of Merioneth , were equally formidable ; 
but their poverty could feldom procure either 
shields or helmets; and the ijciconveni^pt weight 
would have re^rded the fpeed and agility of their 
defultory operations. One of the gteateft of the 
English monarchs was requeued to fatisfy the 
curiofity of a Greek emperpr concerning the ftatc 
ofBriuiii^ and Henry IL could affert, from his 
gerfqnal experience , that Wale$ >vas inhal^ited 
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by a race of naked warriours/ >vho encountered c H a f. 
without fear , the defenfive armour of their ene- xxxviii. 
niies^'\ 

By the revolution of Britain , the limits of fci^ obfcurtw 
cnce, as vrell as of empire, were contracted. Thd ^^^^*{ 
dark cloud , which had been cleared by the Phoe- Brittim 
nician difcoveries , and finally difj[)elled by thd 
arms of Csefar , again fettled on the shores of the 
Atlantic, and a Roman province Mras again loft 
among the fabulous islands of the Ocean. One 
hundred and fifty years after the reign of Hona- 
rius , the graveft hiftorian of the times '*' defcribes 
the wonders of a remote isle , whofe eaftern and 
weflern parts are divided by an antique Wall , the 
boundary of life and death, or more properly,* 
of truth and fiction. The eafl; is a fair cpuntry^ 
inhabited by a civilifed people : the air is healthy, 
the waters are pure and plentiful , and the earth 
yields her regular and fruitful increafe. In the 
weft , beyond the wall , the air is infectious and 
mortal ; the ground is covered with ferpents ; 
and this dreary folitude is the region of departed 
fpirits, ^who are tranfported from the •oppofite 
shores in fubftantial boats , and by living rowers. 
Some families ot fishermen , the fubjects of the 
Franks , are excufed from tribute , itn ccfnfideratiofi 
of the myfterious office which is performed by . 
thefe Chait>ns of the ocean. Each in his turn is 
fummoned, at the hour of midnight, to hear the 
voices , and even the names ^ of the ghofts : h^ 
is fenfibie of their weight , and he feels himfelf 
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CHAP, impelled by an unknown, but irrefiftible , powen 
xxxviiit After this dream of fancy , we read with aftonish« 
ment , that the name of this island is Brittia ; that 
it lies in the ocean, againft the mouth of the 
Rhine, and lefs than thirty miles from the con- 
tinent; that ic is pofTeffed by three nations , the 
Frifians, the Angles , and the Britons ; and that 
fome Angles had appeared at Conflantinople , in 
the train of the French ambaffadors. Frpm thefe! 
ambafTadors Procopius might be informed of a 
fingular , though not improbable , adventure,- 
which announces the fpirit , rather than the deli- 
cacy, of an English heroine. She had been be- 
trothed to Radiger king of the Varni , a tribe of 
Germans who touched the ocean and the Rhine; 
but the perfidious lover was tempted , by motives 
of policy, to prefer his father's widow , the fifter 
of Theodobett king of the Franks "'\ The for- 
faken princefs of the Angles , inftead of bewail-* 
ing , revenged her difgrace. Her warlike fubjects 
are /aid to have been ignorant of the ufe , and 
even of the form , of an horfe ; but she boldly 
failed from Britain to the mouth of the Rhine , 
with a fleet of four hundred ships , and an army 
of one hundred thoufand men. * After the lofs 
of a battle \ the captive Radiger implored the 
mercy of his vict<)rious bride , who generously 
pardoned his aflfence, difmifled her. rival , and 
compelled^ the king of the Varni to dlfcharge 
with honour and fidelity the duties of an hut 
band'V. This gallant exploit appears to be the 
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laft naval cn«rpri(b of the Ai^lo*SiXdnf. The 
arts of ria^^igatidn , by which they had acquired 
the empire ©f Britain and of the fea , >¥cre foott 
neglected by the indolent Barbarians, who fu- 
pinely Irenouiticed kll the commercial advantages 
of their infular - fituation. Seven independent 
kingddins were agitated by perpetual . difcord ; 
and the BH«/iA* woHd wasf^lcbm connected, either 
in peace or war , with the nations of the con- 
tinent 

I have now accomplished the laborious narra- 
tive of the decline and fall of the Roman empire, 
from the fortunate age of Trajan and the Anto- 
nines, to its total* extinction in the Weft, kbout 
five centuries after the Chriftian aera. At that 
unhappy period , the Saxons fiercely ftruggled 
with the natives for the poffeffion of Britain; 
Gaul and Spain were divided between the power- 
ful monarchies of the Franks and Vifigoths, and 
the. dependent kingdoms of the Suevi and Bur- 
gundians : Africa was expofed to the cruel perfe- 
cution of the Vandals , and the favage infults of 
the Moors : Rome and Italy, as far as the banks 
of the Danube , were afflicted by an army of Bar- 
barian mercenaries , whofe lawlefs tyranny was 
fucceeded by the reign of Theodoric the Oftro- 
goth. All the fubjects of the empire , who , by 
the ufe of the Latin language , more particularly 
deferved the name and privileges of Romans, 
were oppreffed by the difgrace and calamities of 
foreign conqueft > and the victorious nations of 



H A Vk 

xxxviu^ 



Fall of tht 
Roman 
empire in 
tht WelL 



3io THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. Oermany eftablished a i3e^y fyftm of mannerr 
:£scxviii. and govemmcat in the wefterji countiiieii^of Eu^ 
ropc.The.majeflyof Rome was Saintly reprefented 
by the 'princes of Gonftantinople ^ the feieble 
' and imaginary fucceCTors of Auguftus. Yet they 
continued to reign over the Eift , from the Da* 
ntibe to. the Nile arid Tigris; the Gothic and 
Vindal Icingdoms of Italy and Africa were fub* 
verted by the arms of Juftinian ,• and the hiftory 
of the Greek emperors may ftill afford a long 
fcries of ihftructivc lefibnSt and interefting re- 
volutions^ 
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General Ob/efvottons on the Fall of the Roman Empiri 
in the Wefl. 



HE Creeks , after their country tad been re- 
duced into a proviape , imputed the triuinphs of 
Rome, not to the merit, but to the fortune, 
of the Republic. The inconftaht goddcfs , \vho fd 
blindly diftributes and refumes her favours , had 
fiow eonfented { fuch was the language of envious 
flattery ) to retigd her vikings , to defcend from 
her globe, and to foL her firnli ahd immutable 
throne dn the banks of the Tyber ^ A wifer 
Greek , Nvho has compofed , t^ith ai philofophic 
fpirit , the niemorable hiftory of his own times ^ 
deprived his Countrymen of this vain aifid <fe- 
fufive comfoft , by opening to their view the 
deep foundations of the greatncfs of Ronxe *. The 
fidelity of the citizens to each other, aind to the 
itate, was confifitied by the habits of education, 
^nd the prejudices of religion, flonoiir, as well* 
as virtue , was the principle of the I'epUblic ; the 
Ambitious citizens laboured to deferve the folemd 
glories of a triumph ; and the ardour of the Romail 
youth Was kindlerf into active emulation, as often 
as they beheld the domeftrc inliagei of tbeir ancef- 
tors '. The temperate (druggies of the patricians 
and plebeians had finally eftablisfied the firm and 
equal balaiKce of the conftitution ; which united 
Vol. VI. X 
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the freedom of popular aflemblies, with the au** 
thority and wifdom of a fenate, and the executive 
powers of a regal magiftrate. When the conful 
difplayed the llandard of thejr^tsblic, each citizen 
bound hiipfelf, by the obliga^bn of an oath, to 
draw his fword in the caufe of his country, till 
he had difcharged the facred duty by a military 
fervice of ten years. This wife inftitution conti- 
nually poured into the field the rifing generations 
of freemen and foldiers; and their numbers were 
reinforced by the warlike and populous dates of 
Italy, who, after a brave refinance, had yielded 
to the valour, and embraced the alliance, of the 
Romans. The iage hiftorian , who excited the 
virtue of the younger Scipio , and beheld the 
ruin of Carthage ^ , has accurately defcribed their 
military fyftem ; their l«vies , arms , exercifes , 
fubordination , marches, encampments; and the 
invincible legion, fuperior in active ftrength to 

. the Macedonian phalanx of Philip and Alexander. 
From thefe inftitutions of peace and war, Polybius 
has deduced the fpirit and fuccefs of a people, 
incapable of fear, and impatient of repofe. The 
^imbitious defign of conqueffc, which might have 

'been defeated by the feafonable confpiracy of 
mankind, was attempted and atchieved; and the 
perpetual violation of juftice was maintained by 
the political virtues of prudence and courage. The 
arms of the republic, Ibmetimes vanquished in 
battle, always victorious in war, advanced with 
rapid fteps to the Euphrates , the Danube , the 
Rhine, and the Ocean ; and the images of goId> Of 
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filver, or brafs, thai toight ferve tti reprefent the 
nations arid thei^ kings, were fucceillvely broken 
by tlie iron monarchy of Rome \ 

The rife of a city, iyhich fvrelled into an empire, 
may deferve, as a fingular prodigy, the reflectiori 
of a pliilofophic mind. But the decline of Ronoie 
ifi^sis the naturail and inevitable effect of immode* 
rate greatnefs. Frbfperity ripened the principle of 
decay ; the caufes of deftruction multiplied with 
the extent of conqueft ; and as foon as time or 
. acciderit had removed the artificial fupports , the 
ftupendous fabric yielded to the preffure of its 
oWn weight. The ftory of its ruin is fimple and 
obvious; and inftead of enquiring wlu/ the Roman 
empire was deftroyed , we should rather be fur- 
prifed that it had fubfifted fo long, ^he victorious 
legions , who , in diflant .Wars , acquired the 
vices of' ftrangers and mercenaries , firft dp 
prelTed the freedom of the republic, and after- 
Wards violated the majefty of the purple. The 
emperors, atnxious for tlieir perfonal fafety and 
the public peace , were deduced to tjf^ bafe expe- 
dient of corrupting the difcipline which rendered 
them alike formidable to their fovereign a:nd to 
the enicmy; the vigour of the military govern- 
ment ^\iras relaxed , arid finally didolved , by 
the partial iriftitutions of ConAantine; and the 
I(.Omari world was overwhelmed by a deluge of 
Barbarians. 

The decay of Rome bas been frequently afcribed' 
to the translation of the feat of empire ; but this 
bifiory has already shewn , that the powers ol 
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government were divided^ rather than removed. The 
throne of Conftantinople was erected in the Eaft ; 
while the Weft was ftill poffeffed by a feries of 
emperors who held their refidence in Italy, and 
claimed their equal inheritance of the legions and 
provinces. This dangerous novelty impaired the 
ilrength, and fomented the vices, of a donble 
reign : the inftruments of an oppreffive and arbi- 
trary fyftem were multiplied; and a vain emula- 
tion of luxury, not of merit, was introduced 
and fupported between the degenerate fucceflbrs 
of Theodofius. Extreme diilreb, which unites the 
virtue of a free people, embitters the factions of 
a declining monarchy. The hoftile favourites of 
Arcadius and Honorius betrayed the republic to 
its common enemies; and the Byzantme court 
beheld with indifference, perhaps with pleafure, . 
the difgrace of Rorhe , the misfortunes of Italy , 
and the lofe of the Weft. Under the fucceeding 
reigns, the alliance of the two empires was rc- 
ftored ; but the aid of the Oriental Romans was 
tardy, doubtful, and ineffectual ; and the national 
fchifm of the Greeks and Latins was enlarged by 
the perpetual difference of language and manners, 
of intcreft, and even of religion. Yet the falutary 
event approved in fome meafure the judgment 
of Conftantine. During a long period of decay, 
his impregnable city repelled the victoriouis armies 
of Barbarians , protected the wealth of Afia , 
and commanded , both in peace and war , the 
important ftreights which connect the Euxine 
and Mediterranean feas. The foundation of 
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Gonftantinople more effcntially contributed to the 
prefervation af the Eaft, than to the. ruin of the 
Weft. 

As the happlnefs of a future life is the great 
object of religion , vre may heai: without furprifc 
or fcandai, that the introduction, or at lead the 
abufe , of Chriftianity , had fonje influence on the 
decline and fall of the Romaa empire. The clergy 
fuccefsfully preached the doctrines of patience 
and pufiUanimity ; the active virtues of fociety 
were difcouraged ; and the lad remains of military 
jpirit were buried in the cloyfter : a large portion 
of public and private wealth was confqcrated to 
the fpecious demands of charity and devotion; 
and the foldiers pay was lavished on the ufelefs 
multitudes of both fexes, who could only plead 
the merits of abftinence arid chaftity. Faith, zeal^ 
curiofity , and the more earthly paflions of malice 
and ambition , kindled the flame of theological 
difcord ; the church, and even the flate, were 
diftracted by reJiigious factions , whofe conflicts 
were fometimes bloody, and always implacable; 
the attention of the emperors was diverted from 
camps to fynods; the Roman world was op- 
prelTed by a new fpecies of tyranny i and the 
perfecuted lects became the fecret enemie.s of theif, 
country. Yet party- fpirit, however pernicious of 
abfurd, is a principle of union as well as of 
diffention., The bishops, from eighteen hundred 
pulpits , inculcated the duty of paflive obediericc 
to a lawful and orthodox fovereign ; their fre- 
quent affemblies, and perpetual correfpondence, 
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naintained the communion of diftant churches } 
and the benevolent temper of the gofpel was 
ftrengthened, though confined, bjr the fpiritual 
alliance of the Catholics. The facred indolence of 
the monks was devoutly embraced by a fervile 
and effeminate age ; but if fuperftition had not 
afforded a decent retreat, the fame vices would 
have tempted the unworthy Romans tp defert, 
from bafer motives, the ftandard of the republic* 
Religious precepts are eafily obeyed, which indiAge 
and fanctify the natural inclinations of their votar 
ries ; but the pure and genuine influence of Chrifti- 
anity may be traced in its beneficial , though im- 
perfect , effects on the Barbarian profelytes of the 
North. If the decline of the Roman empire was 
haftened by the converfion of Conftantine, his vic- 
torious religion broke the violence of the fall, and 
pioUified the ferocious temper of the conquerors. 

This awful revolution may be ufefully applied 
to the inftruction of the prefent age. It is the duty 
pf a patriot; to prefer and promote the exclufive 
intereft and glory of his native country: but k 
philofopher may be permitted to enlarge his views, 
and to confider !^urope as one great republic, 
whofe various inhabitants hz^ve attained almoft 
the fame level of politenefs and cultivation. The 
balance of power will continue to fluctuate , and 
the profperity of our own , or the neighbouring 
kingdoms, may be ^ternately exalted'or depreffed,- 
but thefe partial events cannot effentially injure 
our general (late of happinefs, the fyftem of arts, 
and la^s, an^ mannjcrs, ^hich fo adv?(ntageousIy 
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diftinguish , above the reft of mankind , the Euro* 
peans and their colonies. The favage nations of the 
globe are the common enemies of civilifed focietyj 
and we may inquire ^ith anxious curiofity, whe- 
ther Europe is ftill threatened with a repetition of 
thofe calami ti^s, which formerly opprefled the arms 
and inftitqtions of Rome, Perhaps the fame reflec- 
tions will illuftrate the fall of that mighty, empire^ 
and explain the probable caufes of our actual 
fecurity. 

I. The Romans we're ignorant of the extent of their ' 
danger, and the number of their enemies. Beyond 
the Rhine ^nd Danube , the northern countries of 
Europe and A Ha were filled with innumerable tri« 
bes of hunters arid shepherds, poor, voracious, and 
turbulent; bold in arms, and impatient to ravish 
the fruits of induftry. The Barbarian world was 
agitated by the rapid impulfe of war; and the peace 
of Gaul or Italy %as shaken by the diftant revo- 
lutions of China. The Huns , who fled before a 
victorious enemy, directed their march towards the 
Wcfl ; and the torrent was fwelled by the gradual 
acceffion of captives and allies. The flying tribes 
\s^ha yielded to the Huns, aflumed in their turn 
the fpirit of conqueft ; the endlefs column of 
Barbarians prefled on the Roman empire with ac- 
cumulated weight ; and , - if the foremoft were 
deftroyed , the vacant fpace was inftantly reple- 
nished by new affailants. Such formidable emigra- 
tions can no longer iflue from the North; and the 
long repofe, which has been imputed to the de- 
creafe of population, is the happy confequcnc^ of 
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the progrefs of arts and agriculture. Inftead of 
fome rude villages, thinly (Scattered among its 
woods and morafies, Germany now produces a lift 
of two thoufand three hundred walled towns ; the 
Chriftian kingdoips of Denmark, Sweden, and 
Poland have been fucceffively eftablished; and 
the Hanfe m^srchants, with the Teutonic knights, 
have extended their colonies along the coaft of 
the ]3altic, ^s far ^s the Gulf of Finland. From 
the Gulf of Finland to the Eaftern Ocean , Ruffia 
ifow affumes the form of a powerful and civilifed 
^rqpire. The plough , the loom , and the forge are 
iQtfodu(:ed on the banks of the Volga, the Oby, 
and the Lpna ; and the fierceft of the Tartar hords 
h^ve been taught ta tremble a»d obey. The reign 
of independent Barbarifm is now contracted to a 
narrow fpan; and the remnant of Calmucks or 
U^becks , whofe forces may be almoft numbered, 
cannot fcriously excite the apprehenfions of the 
great republiq of E)urope \ Yet this apparent 
fecurity should pot tempt us to forget that new 
enemies, and unknown dangers, may pojfibly arifc 
from fome obfcure people , fcarcely vifible in 
the map of the world. The Arabs or Saraqens , 
who fpread their conquefts from India to Spain, 
had languished in poverty and contempt , till Ma- 
homet breathed into thofe favage bodies the foul 
pf enthufiafm. 

. II. The empire of Rome was firmly cftablished 
\>Y the fingular and perfect coalition of its mem- 
hcrs, The fubject nations , refigning the hope , 
ftnd ev^n the wish, of independence, embraced 
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the character of Roman citizens ; and the pro- 
vinces of the Weft were reluctantly torn by the 
Barbarians from the bofom of their mother- 
country ^. But this union was purchafed by the 
lofs of national freedom and military fpirit ; 
and the fervile provinces . deftitute of life and 
motion , expected their fafety from the mercenary 
troops and governors , who were directed by the 
orders of a diftant court. The happinefs of an 
hundred millions depended on the perfonal merit 
of one , or two , men , perhaps children , whofc 
minds were corrupted by education, luxury, and 
defpotic power. The deepeft wounds were in- 
flicted on the empire during the minorities of the 
fons and grandfons of Theodofms ; and after 
thofe incapable princes feeqtied to attain the 
age of manhood , they abandoned the church 
to the bishops , the ftate to the eunuchs , 
and the provinces to the Barbarians, Europe is 
now divided into twelve powerful, though un- 
equal , kingdoms ] thre^ refpectable common- 
wealths, and a variety of fmaller, though inde- 
pendent , dates : the chances of royal and 
minifterial talents are multiplied, at leaft , with 
the number of its rulers ; and a Julian ^ or Semi- 
ramis , may reign in the North , while Arcadius 
and Honorius again slumber on the thrones of 
the South. The abufes of tyranny are reftraincd 
by the mutual influence of fear and shame j re- 
publics have acquired order and liability ; mo- 
narchies have imbibed the principles of freedom, 
or , at leaft ; of moderationv ; aud fome f^ufe of 
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honour and juftice is introduced into the nofl 
defective conftitutions by the general manners of 
the times. In peace ^ the progrefs of knowledge 
and induftiy is accelerated by the emulation of 
fo many active rivals: in war, the European 
jForces gre exercifed by temperate and undecifive 
con teds, If a favage conqueror should iflbe from 
the deferts of Tartary , he muft repeatedly van- 
quish the robufl; peafants of Ruflia, the numerous 
armies of Germany , the gallant nobles of France, 
and the intrepid freemen of Britain ; who ^ per-* 
haps , might confederate for their common de« 
fence. Should the victorious Barbarians carry 
slavery and defolation as far as the Atlantic 
Ocean , ten thoufand veffels would tranfport be-f 
yond their purfuit the remains of civilifed fociety ; 
and Europe would revive and flourish in the 
American world , which is already filled with 
her colonies , and inf^itutions *. 

III. Cold, poverty, and a life of danger and 
fatigue, fortify the ftrength and courage of Bar- 
barians. In every age they have oppreffed the 
polite and peaceful nations of China , India , and 
Perffa , who neglected , and ftill neglect , to coun- 
terbalance thefe natural powers by the refources 
of military art. The warlike dates of antiquity , 
Greece , Macedonia , and Rome , educated a race 
of foldiers i exercifed their bodies , difciplined 
their courage, multiplied their forces by regular 
evolutions , and converted the iron , which they 
poffeffed , into ftrong and ferviceable weapons. 
]But thi^ fuperiprity infenfibly' declined with their 
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laws and manners; and the feeble policy of Con- 
ilantine and his fuccefTors armed and inftructed , 
for the ruin of the empire, the rude valour of 
the Barbarian mercenaries* The military art 
has been changed by the invention of gunpowder^ 
>¥hich enables man to command the two moft 
powerful agents of nature, air and fire. Mathe- 
matics, chymiftry, mechanics, architecture, have 
been applied to the fervice of war; and the ad- 
verfe parties oppofe to each other the moft ela* 
borate modes of attack and of defence. Hifto* 
rians may indignantly obferve, that the prepara- 
tions of a fiege would found and maintain ^ 
flourishing colony * ; yet we cannot be difpleafed , 
that the fubverfion of a city should be a work of 
jcoft and difficulty; or that an induftrious people 
should be protected by thofe arts, which furvivc 
and fupply the decay of military virtue. Cannon 
and fortifications now form an impregnable bar- 
rier againft the Tartar horfe ; and Europe is 
fecure from any future irruption of Barbarians ; 
fince , before they can conquer , they muft ceafe 
to be barbarous. Their gradual advances in, the 
fcience of war would always be accompanied , as 
we may learn from the example of Ruflia, with a 
proportionable improvement in the arts of peace 
and civil policy ; and they themfelves muft de- 
ferve a place among the polished nations whom 
jhcy fubdue. 

Should thefe fpeculations be found doubtful or 
fallacious , there ftill remains a more humble 
fource of comfort and hope, fht difcpveries 
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oi ancient and modern navigators, and the do- 
medic hiftory , or tradition , of the mod eiir 
lightened nations , reprefent the human favqge, 
naked both in mind and body , and deftitute of 
laws ,. of arts , of ideas , and almoft of language '*. 
From this abject condition , perhaps the primitive 
and univerfal ftate of man, he has gradually 
arifen to command the animals , to fertilife the 
earth , to traverfe the ocean , and to meafure the 
heavens. His progrefs in the improvement and 
exercife of his* mental and corporeal faculties " 
has been irregular and various ; infinitely slow in 
the beginning , and increafmg by degrees with 
redoubled velocity : ages of laborious afcent 
have been followed by a moment of rapid down- 
fal ; and the feveral climates of the globe have 
felt the vicilCtudes of light and darknefs. Yet 
the experience of four thoufand years should 
enlarge our hopes , and diminish our apprehen- 
fions : we can/iot determine to what height the 
human fpecies may ^fpire in their advances to- 
wards perfection ; but it may fafely be prefumed, 
that no people ,; unlefs the face of nature is 
changed , will relapfe , into their original har- 
barifm. The improvement^ of fociety may be 
viewed under a threefold afpect. j. The poet 
or philofopher illuftr^^t^s his age and Country by 
the efforts of a /%& mind ; but thefe fuperior 
powers of rcafon or fancy are rare and fponta- 
neous productions; and the genius of Homer, or 
Cicero , or Newton , would excite lefs admira- 
tion, if they could be created by the will of a 
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prince, or the leffons of a preceptor. 2- The 
benefits of law and policy , of trade and manu* 
factures , of art and fciences , are more folijd and 
permanent ; and many individtials may be quali* 
fied, by education and difcipline , to promote ^ in 
their refpcctive ftations , the intereft of the com* 
munity. But this general order ^ is the effect of 
skill and labour ; and the complex machinery 
may be decayed by time , or injured by viblencei 
"3. Fortunately for mankind , the more ufeful , 
or , at leaft , more, neceflary arts , can be per« 
formed without fuperior talents , or national 
fubordination ; without the powers of one, gr the 
union of many. Each village , each family , each 
individual j muft always poffefs both ability and 
inclination , to perpetuate the ufe of fire '^ and 
of metals ; the propagation and fervice of do- 
meftic animals ; the methods of hunting and 
fishing; the rudiments of navigation; the imper- 
fect cultivation of corn , or other nutritive grain ; 
and the fimple practice of the mechanic trades. 
Private genius and public induftry may be ex- 
tirpated ; but thefe hardy plants furvive the 
temped , and ftrike an everlafting root into the 
moft unfavourable foil. The fplendid days of 
Auguftus and Trajan were etlipfed by a cloud of 
ignorance ; and the Barbarians fubverled the laws^ 
and palaces of Rome. But the fey the, the inven- 
tion or emblem of Saturn " , ftill continued annually 
to mow the harvefts of Italy ; and the huijaan 
feafts of the Lseftrigons ** have never bcea renewed 
on the coaft of Campania. 
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Since the firft difcovcry of the ai-ts, waf ^ 
(^tnmerce , and religious zeal have diffured, 
among the lavages of the Old and new World ^ 
thefe ineftimahle gifts : they have been fuccef- 
fively propagated ; they can never be loft. We 
may therefore acquiefce in the pleafiAg conclufion^ 
that every age of the world has incteafed , and 
ftill increafes , the real wealth , the happinefs 4 ' 
the knowledge , and perhaps the virtue , of tbc^ 
human race ". ^ 
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SIXTH VOLUME, 

CHAP- XXXIIL 



' Oee Chap, xxxi* 

* T» &wsx'n n»TU q^ifjfM ^iXmUtUt it the expreffion of Olytifpiodonis 
(apud Photium, p. 197. )> who means, perhaps, to deftribe tie fame 
cateiTes which Mahomet befioWed on his daughter Phatemata. Quaado 
(fays the prophet himfelf), quando fubit mihi .defiderium Paradifi,' 
ofculor earn, et ingero linguam mea.m in os ejus. But this fenfaal 
indulgence was jufti^ed by miracle and myilery; and the anecdote has 
been communicated to the public by the Reverend Father Maracci, in 
his Verfion and Confutation of the Koran, tom^. i. p, %i. 

' For thefe revolutions of the 'Wefiern empire, eonfolt Olympiodor. 
apud Phot. p. 192, 193. 196, 197' '-00. Sozemen, 1. ix. c. 16. Socrates, 
1. vii. 13 » 24* Philoliorgius, 1. xii« c. 10, 11. and Godefroy, OifTertat. 
p. ^864 Procopius, de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 3* p. X82, i83> Theophanes, 
in Chronograph, p. 72 * 73- and the Chronicles. 

' * S^e Grotius de Jure Belli et Pacts, 1. ii. c. 7* He has 1aborionsiV«' 
but vainly, attempted to form a reafonable iyilem of jurifprudence, 
from the various and difcordant modes of royal fucc«fion , whicli have 
been introduced by fraud , or force , by time , or accident. 

' The original writers are not agreed (fee Muratori, Annali d*Italia9 
torn. iv. p. 139* )» Whether Valentinian received the Imperial diadem 
at Rome ^ Ravenna. In this uncertainty , Tam wiWng to beKeve, 
that Come refpect was shewn to the fenate. 

' The count de Bnat (Hift. des Peuptes de TEurope* torn. vii. p. 291 
-— » 300. ) has eftablished the reality., explained the motives , and traced 
the coflfequences, of this remarkable ceffion. 

7 See the firft Novel of Theodofius , by which he ratifiea and com* 
mum'catesC A* D. 438.) the Theodofian Code. Abont forty years before 
that time, the unity of legislation bad b^ea proved by an exception. 
The Jews, who were numerous in the cities af Apulia and Calabria* 
produced a law of the ^aft M juiHfy.theic cxcmprtiaft ftem mua^'ciffl 
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offices (Cod. Theo(f, 1. nvl tit. viil. leg. 13.)$ and tKe XiTedcrU 
emperor Was obliged to invalidate, by a fpecial edict, the law, 
qnam coniiat meis partibufi tfft datnnoram. Cod. Theod. t. xi. tit. i. 
leg. T?8. 

* Caffiodotius (Vatlor. I. xi. epift. i. p. 138.) has compared the' 
regencies of Flacidia and Amalafuntba. He arraigns the weaknefs 
of the mother of Valentinian, dnd prarifes the virtues of his royat 
mifirefs. On this occafion, flattery feems to have fpoken the language 
of truth. 

• Fhiloftorgfus y U aii. c. la. and Godefroy'» DifltertAt. p. 493, etc.$ 
and Renatus Frigeridus , apud Gregor. Turon. 1. ii. c. S. in torn. it. 
p. 163. The father of iE tins was Gaudentius, an illnftrions citizen of 
the province of Scythia, and maner- general of tEe cavalry : his mother 
was a rich and noble Italian. From his .earlieft youth , JEtius , as » 
foldier dind a hoftage, had converfed with' the Barbarians. 

'^ For the character of Boniface, fee Olympiodorus, apud Fhot. 
p. t96. ; and St. Auguftin , apud Tiffetnont , M^moires £ccUf. torn. 
viii. p. 7i3-^?if. 886. The bishop of Hippo at length deplored the 
■^It of his friend , who , after a folemn vow of chafMty , had marrieil^ 
a Second wife of the Arhin feet* and wh» was fufyected of keepinjf 
feveral concubines in his houfe. 

" Procopios (de Bell. Vandal. 1. 1. c. ^, 4. p. I82 -^ 18^.) felatei 
^e fraud of iEtius, the revolt of Boniface, amd the lofs of Africa. 
This anecdote, which is fnppoTted by fome .ccAlateral teftiYhony (fe^ 
Ruinart, Hift. Ferfecnt. Vandal. p^42o, 421.), feems agreeable to th« 
l»ractice of ancient and modern conhsA and would be natuf ally reveated 
by the repentance of Boniface* 

** See the Chronicles of Profpet and IdadnS. Salvian (de Gvbernat 
l>ei, 1. vri. p* 246. Paris, i<S08.) afcribes the victory of the Vandals 
to their fiipertor piety. They faiteif, they prayed, they carried at 
Bible in the front of the Botti with thejdefigif , perhaps, of refrroaching 
the fferfidy and facrilege of their enemies. 

«' Gizericvs (his name is variously expreffed) ftatufi mediocr?s ei 
equi cam clandicans, animo profundus, fermone rarus, luiturix con« 
temptor, ir& Curbidus, habendi cupMus, ad folioitandas genteS tirovi- 
dentiffimus» femimi contenelonum jaeerie, odia mifcerie paratus. Jof« 
xiandes, de Rebus Geticis, c. 33* P> ^S7. The portrait, which is drawn 
with fome skill , and a ftrong likeAefi , muft htfvr been copied from 
the Gothic hiltory of Csri&odorius. 

** See the Chronicre of Idatius. That bishoi» , a Sptnianf and ft 
contemporary, places the palTage of the Vandals in the month of May; 
of the year of Abraham (which commences in October) 2444. This 
dale , which coincides with A. D. 42*, is confirmed* by Ifidore, 
another Spanish bishop , andf is juitly preferred to the opinion of thofi^ 
writers, who have marked for that event, one of the two precedhilg 
yeaffin Sh Pagi Criiicay torn, ii, p. ao5, etcr 

*' Ctmpaire 
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'^ Compare Proeopius (de Bell. Vandal. K i; c. 5. p* 190.) and 
Victer Vitcnfis (de Perfeoutione Vandal. 1. i. c. i. p. 3. edit. Riiinart). 
We are aflured by Idatius , that Genferic evacuated Spain , cum Vaii- 
dalis omnibus eortimque familiisi and Poffidius {in Vit. Auguftin c. 2S. 
apud Ruinarti p. 427* ) defcribes his army; as manus ingens immanium 
gentium Vaadalt^um et Alanorum, commixtam fecum habens Gothorum 
gentem, aliarumque diverfarum perfonas. ^ 

** For the manners of the Moors ^ Tee Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 
h ii. 0. 6i p. 349.); for their figure and comple&ion, M. de BufFon 
(Hiftoire Naturelle, torn. iii. p. 430.). Prucopius lays in general , that 
the Moors had joined the Vandals before the death of Valentinian ( d« 
Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c^ ^. p. 190.); and it is probable, that the inde« 
pendent tribes did not embrace any unifortai fyftem of policy. 

'7 See Tillemunt, M^moires EccUf. torn. xiii. p 516 — '^S9.i and the 
vrhole ftries of the perfecution,\in the original monuments, published 
by Dupin at the end of Optatus, p. 323 -^ si^; 

. '* The Donatift bishops, at the conference of Carthage, amounted 
to 279f » and they afTerted , that their whole number was not lefs than 
4CX). The Catholics had 186 prefent, 120 abfent, befides fixty«four 
Vacant bishoprics. 

'' The fifth title of the fixteenth book of the Theodofian Code, 
exhibits a feries of thie Imperial laws againft the Oonatifts, from the 
year 400 to the year 428. Of thefe the S4th law, promulgated by, 
Honorius, A. I). 414 » is the moft fevere*and effectual. 

** St. Auguftin altered his epinion with regard to the proper 
treatment of heretics. His pathetic declaration of pity and indulgence, 
for the Maniehssans , has been inferted by Mr. Locke ( vol. iii. p. 469- ) 
among the choice fpecimens of his common -place book. Another 
philofopher, the celebrated Bayle (tom. ii. p. 44^ -^49'S. ), has 
refuted, with fuperflnous diligence and ingenuity, the arguments, by 
which the bishop of Hippo juftified, in his old age, the perfe&ution of 
the Donatifts. 

^' See Tillemont, M^m. Eccl6f. tom. xiii. p. 586 — 592. 806. 
The Donatifts boafted of thoufands of thefe voluntary martyrs. Au- 
guftin aflerts, and probably with truth, that thefe numbers w^re much 
exaggerated; but he fternly maintain^, that it was better that /&ni« 
Should burn themfelves in this world » than that all should burn in 
hell flames. 

^* According to Si. Auguftin and Theodoret, the Donatifts were 
inclined to the principles, or at leaft to the party, of the Arians^ which 
Genferic fupported. Tillemont, M^m Eccl^f. tom. vi. p. 68. 

*' See Baronius, Annal. Ecelef. A. D. 428. N**. 7. A. D. 439. N^ 3^. 
The cardinal, though more inclined to feek the canfe of great events 
in heaven than on the earth, has obferved the apparent connection of 
the Vandals and the Donatifts. Under the reign of the Barbarians-, 
the fchifmatics of Africa eii}oyed aa obfcure peace of one hundred 
VoL VI. ¥ 



33* NOTES TO THE 

years; at the end of which, we may ^again trace them by the light 
of the Imperial perfecutions. See Tillemont, M^m. £ccli£ tom. vl. 
p. 192, etc. 

^^ In a confidential letter to Count Bonifoce, St. Auguftin, without 
examining the grounds of the quarrel, piously exhorts him to difchaxge 
the duties of a Chriftian and a fubject; to extricate ^imfelf without 
delay .from his dangerous and guilty fituation; and even, if he could 
obtain the confent of his wife, to embrace a life of celibacy and pen- 
aance (Tillemont, M6ra. Ecclef. tom. x'ii. p. 890.). The bishop was 
intimately connected with Darius, the minifter of peace (Id. torn. xiii. 

p. 9i8« )• 

^' The original complaints of the defolatiun of Africa are contained, 
I. In a letter from Capreolus, bishop of Carthage, to excufe his abfenoe 
from the council of Ephefus Cap. Ruinart, p. 4^9.)- 2. In the life of 
St. Auguflin ; by his friend and colleague Pofiidius ( ap. Ruinart , 
p. 427. ). 3. In the Hiftory of the Vandalic Perfecution , by Victor 
VitenGs (1. i. c. I, 2,3. edit. Ruinart). The laft picture, which was 
drawn fixty years after the event , is more exprelTive of the author's 
paffions than of the truth of facts. 

** See Cellarius , Geograph. Antiq. tom. ii. part ii. p. 112. Leo 
African, in Ramufio« tom. i. fol..70 L'Afrique de Marmol. tom. ii. 
p. 434. 437. Shaw's Travels, p. 46, 47. The old Hippo Regius was 
finally deftroyed by the Arabs in the feventh century; but a new 
town J at the diftance of two* mile*:, was built wit^ the materials ; 
and it contained , in the fixteenth century , about three hundred 
families of induftrious, but turbulent, manufacturers. The adjacent 
territory is renowned for a pure air, a fertile foil j and plenty of 
exquiiite fruits. 

., *7 The life of St. Auguftin, by .Tillemont, fills a quarto volume 
(M^m. Eccl^r. tom. xiii.) of more than one thoufand pages; and the 
diligence of that learned Janfeniil was excited , on this occafion , by 
factious arid devout zeal for the founder of his feet. 

*' Such at leaft is the account of Victor Vitenfis (de Perfecut. 
Vandal. 1.' i. c. 3.); though Gennadius feems to doubt whether any 
.perfon had read, or even collected, all the works of St. Augufiin 
(See Hieronym. Opera, tom. i p. 319. in Catalog. Scriptor. Ecclef.). 
They have been repeatedly printed; and Dupin ( Bibliotheque Ecclef. 
tom. iii. p. 1^8-^257.) has given a large and fatisfactory abllract of 
them, as they ftand in the laft edition of the Benedictines. My per- 
fonal, acquaintance .with the bishop of Hippo does not extelit beyond 
the Confeffionsy and the City of God, 

* ** In his early youth ( Confefi*. i. 14.) St. Auguftin disliked and 
neglected the ftudy of Greek ; and he frankly owns that he read the 
.pla<onifb in a Latin verfion (ConfefT. vii. 9)- Some modern critics 
have thought , that his ignorance of Greek difqualified him from 
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Expounding the fcriptii^ei; and Cicero or Quintilian wOutd have re- 
quired the knowledge of that language fiJ a profeffor of rhetoric. 

5** Thcfe quefiions were feldom agitated, from the tim< of St. Paul 
to that of St Auguftin. I, am informed that the Greek fathers maintain 
the natural fetitiments of the Semi - pelagians ; and that the orthodoxy 
of St. Augnftin Wis derived from the Manichxan fchoo). 

»' The church ofRdme has can'onifeii Auguftin, and reprobated" 
Calvin. Yet as the real difference between them is invifiblfr even to a 
theological microfcope ; the Molinifts "are oppr'effed. by tht' authority 
of the f^int, and the Janfenifts ate difgraced by their pefcmblanec to 
the heretic. In the mean while the Proteftant Armenians'ft^nd aleof , 
and deride the mutual perplexity of the difputants (Se^* a curious 
Review of the Cotttroverfy , by le CIcrc, Bfblioth^que Univ^rfellc, torn, 
itiv. p. I4»— -398.). Perhaps a realbner ftill more independent, may 
fmile in his turn , when he perufes an Armenian Gommeatary on the 
Epiftle to the Romans. 

** Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 67. On one firle, the head of Valen. 
tinian; on the reverfe, Bonifiice, with a fcourge in one hand, and a 
palm in the other^ (landing in a triumphal car,. which is drawn by 
four horfes , or, in another medal, by four ftags; an unlucky emblem! 
I should doubt whether another example can be found of the head of 
a fubject on the reverfe of an Imperial medal. See Science- des M^- 
dailies, by the Pere Jobert, torn. i< p. 132-^ 150. edit^ of 1739, by 
the Baron de la Baftie. 

35 Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 3- p. 18^.) continues fhe 
hiftory of Bonifiice' no further than his retvrn to Italy. His death ^s 
mentioned by Profper »iid Marcellinus ; the expreifion of the latter , 
that £tius, the day before, had provided himfelf with a longer tp cat , 
implies fomething like a regular duel. 

3^ See Procopius, de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 4> P> I8(. Valentinian 
published feveral humane laws, to relieve the diftrefs of his Numidian 
and Mauritanian fubjects; he difcharged them, in a great meaUire* 
from the payment of their debts, reduced their t^fbute to o^e- eighth', 
and gave them a right of appeal from the provincial magifirates to the 
prxfect of Rome. Cod. Theod. torn. vi. Novell, p. 11, 12. 

^5 Victor Vitenfis, de Perfecilt. Vandal. I. ii. c. s. p. 2«. The 
cruelties of Genferic towards his fubjects , are ftrongly expreflcd in 
Profper's Chronicle, A D. 442. 

'^ Poffidius, in Vit. Auguftin, c. 48. apndRulnart, p. 428. 

'7 See the Chronicles ofldatius, Ifidorc, Profper, and Marcellinui. 
They mark the fame year* but different days, for the fnrprifal of 
Carthage. 

5^ The picture of Carthage, ^as it flourished in the fourth' and fifth 
centuries, is taken from the Expofttio totins Mundi , p. 17, t8. in the 
third volume of Hudfou's Minor Geographers, from Aufonius de Claris 
Urbibus, p. I2g, 229.; and principally from Salvian , de Gubernatione 
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Dei. 1. vii. p. "2^7 , 3S8. I am furprifed that the Nctitia shonia not 
place either a mint, or an ar&nal , at Carthag^ei but only a gynecxum, 
or female manufacture. 

'* The anonymous author of the Expofitio totius Mundi, com* 
pares, in his barbarous Latin, the. country and the inhabitants; and, 
after ftigmatifing their want of faith, he coolly concludes > Difficile 
autem inter eos invenitar bonus , tamen in multis pauci boni tiTe 
poifunt. P. T8. 

*^ He d«clares, that the peculiar vices of each country were collected 
in the fink ef Carthage (1. vii. p. 257»)> In the indulgence of vice, 
the Africans applauded their manly virtue. Et illi fe magis virilis 
fortitudinis effe crederent, qui maxitae viros foeminei uO^s probroQiate 
fregiiTent (p. 268.). 1-he fireets of Carthage were polluted by effemi- 
nate wretches, who publicly aiTumed the countenance, the drefs, and 
the character of women (p. 264)^ If la monk appeared in- the city , 
the holy man was purfued with impious fcorn and ridicule; deteftan. 
tibus ridentium cachinnis (p. 289.). 

♦' Compare Procopius, de Belt Vandal. 1. t c. 5. p. 189, I90.; 
and Victor VitenGs, de Petfecut. Vandal. 1. i. c, 4.. 

♦» Ruinart (p. 444 — 457.) has collected from TheodOret, and 
other authors, the misfortunes, real and fabulous, of the inhabitants 
of Cavthage. 

♦' The choice of fabulous circumftanccs is of fmall importance; 
yet I have confined myfelf to the narrative which was translated from 
the Syriac by the care of Gregory of Tours (de Gloria Martyrfim, 
1. i. c. 9S. in Max. Bibliothec& Patrum , torn, xu p. 856.), to the 
Greek acts of their martyrdom (apud Photium ^ p. 1400, 1401. ), and 
to the Anuals of the Patriarch Eutychius (torn. i. p. 391. 531, 532. 
535;. Verf. Pocock.). 

♦♦ Two Syriac writers, as they are quoted by AiTemanni (BibKot. 
Oriental torn. i. p. 336. 338/), place the refurrection of the Seven 
Sleepers in the years 736 (A. D. 4a^.)» or 748 (A..D. 437.), of the 
zra of the Seleucides. Their Greek acts, which Photius had read^ 
aflign the date of the thirty -eighth year of the reign, of Theodofius, 
which may coincide either with A. D* 439 > or 446. The period which 
bad elapfed fince the perfecution of Decius is «afily afcertained; anft 
nothing lefs than the ignorance of Mahomet, or the legendaries, could 
fuppore an interval «{f three or four hundred years. 

^' James, one 00 the orthodox fathers of the Syrian church, was 
born A. D. 4S2.i^he. began to compofe his fermons A. D. 474.: he 
was made bishop ef Batnae, in the diftrict of Sarug, and province of 
Mefopotamia, A. D. si9, and died A. D. 521. (Aflemanni, tofn i. 
p. 288, ft89.). For the homily de Pueris Ephe/inis, fee p. 335 — 339. : 
though I could wish that Aifemanni had translated the text of James 
.of Sactt|[» iufioad of anfweriiig the obiectians of fiaronius* 
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♦* See the^.Acta Santtonm of the BolUndifts (Menfis Julii, tom.'vi. 
p. 37<— 397«). This immenfe calendar of faints, in «ne hundred anil, 
twenty -fix years (1644 — i770.)» and in fifty volumes in folio, has 
advanced no &rther than the 7th day of October. The Cuppreifion of 
the Jefuits has moft probably checked an undertaking, which*, through 
the medium of fible and fnperftition , communicates much, hiftorical 
and philofophical initruction. 

^^ See Matacci Alcoran. Sura xviil. torn, ii p. 420— -417. and torn. i. 
part. iv. p. 103. With fuch an ample privilege, Mahomet has not 
shewn much tafte or ingenuity. He has invented the dog ( Al Rakim ) 
of the Seven Sleepers ; the refpect of th« fun , who altered his courfe 
twice a day, that he might not shine into the cavern; and the care of 
God himfelf, who preferved their bodies from putrefaction , by turning- 
them to the right and left. 

** See d'Herbelot, Biblioth^que Orientale, p. 1391.; and Renaudet^ 
Hift. Patriarch, Alexandrin. p. ^%, 40. 

^' Paul, the deacon of Aquileia (de Geftis langobardurum , 1. i c. 4. 
p«74^« 74^- edit. Grot.), who lived towards the end of the eighth 
century, has placed in a cavern under a rock, on the shore of the 
ocean ,' the Seven Sleepers of the North , whofe long repofe was refpected 
by the Barbarians. Their di-efs declared them to be Romans ; and the 
deacon conjectures, thft they were referved by Providence as the future 
apoftles of thofe unbelieving countries, . 
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' The authentic materials for the hiflory of Attila may be found in 
Jornandes (de Rebus Geticis » c. 34 -r- ^o.- p. 660 — ^688. edit. Grot.) 
and Prifcus (Excerpta de Legationibus > p. 33 — 76. Paris* 1648. ). 
I have not feen the lives of Attila, compjofed by Juvencus Calius 
Calanus Dalmatinus , in the twelfth century > or by Nicholas OIahus« 
archbishop of Gran, in the fixteenth. See Mafcou'^ Hiftory of the 
Germans , ix. 23. and Maffei OfTervazioni Litterarie , tom. i. p. 88 , 
89* Whatever the modejrn Hungarians have added, muft be fabulous ; 
and they do not feem to have excelled in the art of fiction. They fup* 
pofe y that when Attila invaded Qaul and Italy , married innum?rable 
wives, etc. he was one hundred and twenty years of age. Thwro^z 
Chron. p. i. c. 22. in Script. Hungar. tom. i. p. 7€» 

^ Hungary has been fucceffively occupied by three Scythian colonics.? 
I. The Huns of Attila: 2. the Abares , in the fixth century; and, 
3. the Turks, orMagiars, A. D» 889*; the immediate and genuine 
anceftors of the modern Hungarians, >^ w^pfe connection with the two 
former is extremely faint and remote., ^ijkfi Pr^dromus and Notitia df 
Matthew Belius, appear to contain a tiqh fvB4 of information coneerning 
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ancient and modern Hungary* I have feen the extracts in BiMioth^que 
Ancienn« et Moderne, torn. xxu. p- i — Si.^and ^iblioth^que Raifonn^V 
tom. xvi. p. 127 — 17^. 

' Socrates, 1. vii. c. 43* Theodoret, 1. v. c. i6, Tillemont, who 
always depends on the £uth of his eccleflaftical authors , ilrennously 
contends (Hift. des Emp. torn. vi. p. 136:607,), that the wars and 
perfonages were not the fame. 

^ See Trifcus, p. 47 « 48. and Hift. del Peuples de TEurope, tom. 
' vii. c. xii, xiii, xiv, xv. 

' Pri&us , p. 39. The modern Hungarians have deduced his genea- 
logy, which afcends, in the thirty -fifth degree, t* Ham the fon of 
Noah; yet they are ignorant of his father's real name (de Guignes* 
tJift/des Huns, tom. ii. p. 297- )• 

* Compare Jornandes (c. 35* P< 66T.) with Buffbn, Hift. Naturelle, 
tpm. iii. p. 380. The former had a right to obferve , originis fuae iigna 
reftituens. The character and portrait of Attiia are probably tran« 
foribed from Cafliodorius. 

' Abulpharag. Dynaft. verf. Pocock, p. 28T. Genealogical Hiftory 
of the Tartars, by Abulghazi Bahader Khan, part iii. c. is. part iv. 
c. 3- Vie de Gengifcan, par Petit de la Croix, 1. i. c. i. 6. The rela- 
tions of the miflionarics , who vifited Tartary i^ the thirteenth century 
(fee the feventb volume of the Hiftoire des Toyages), exprefs the 
popular language and opinions s Zingis is ftyled the Son of God , 
etc. etc. 

' Nee templum apud eos viiitur, aut delubrum, ne tugurium quidem 
culmo tectum cerni ufqnam poteft; {eh gU^ius Barbarico ritd humi 
figitur nudusy eumque ut Martem regiontim quas circumcircant prae- 
fulem verecundius colunt. Ammian. Marcellin. xxxi. 2. and the learned 
Notes of Lindenbrogius and Valefius. 

* Prifcns relates this remarkable ftory, both in bis own text ^p. 6^.), 
and in the quotation made by Jornandes ( c. 3s. p. 662.). -He might 
have explained the tradition, or fable, which characterifed this famous 
fword, and the name, as well as attributes, of the Scythian deity » 
whom hb has translated into the Mars of the Greeks and Romans.. 

'* Herodot. 1. iv. c. 62. For the fake of ceconomy, I have calcu-* 
lated by the {malleft ftadium. In the human facrifices, they cut off 
the shoulder and arm of the victim ^ which they threw up into the air, 
arid drew omens and prefages from the manner of their falling on the 
pile. 

'* Prifcns, p. 5^. A more civilized hero, Auguftus himfelf, was 
pleated,' if the perfbn on whom he fixed his eyes feemed unable to 
ftipporfe their divine luftre. Sueton. in Auguft. c. 7^. 

** Tiie count de Buat (Hift, des Peuples de I'Europe, tom. vii. 
f. 428, 429.) attempts to clear Attiia frOm the murder of his brother^ 
knd is aimuft inclined to reje<!t the concurrent teftimpny of Jornandes,- 
and the contemporary Chranieles, 
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'3 Fortifiimaruni gentium dominus, qui inaudit^ ante fe potenti^, 
folus Scythica et Germanica regna pofledit. Jornandes, c. 49. p. 684. 
Prifcus, p. 64, 65. M. de Guignes^ by bis knowledge. of the Cbinefe, 
has acquired (torn. ii. p. 29S — 301- ) an adequate idea of the empire 
of Attila. 

'^ See Hift. des Huns, torn. ii. p. 296. The Geougen believed, 
that the Huns could excite at pleafure, ilorms of wind and rain. 
This pbaenomenon was produced by the ilone Geii ; to whofe magic 
power the lefs of a battle was afcribed by the Maiiometan Tartars 
of the fourteenth century. See Cherefeddin Ali, Hift. de Timur 
Bee, torn i. p< 82, 83. 

'5 Jornandes, c. 3S. p. 66I. e. 37. p. 667. See Tillemont, Hift, dfs 
Empereurs, tom. vi. p. 129. 138* GorneiLle has reprefented the pride 
vof Attila to his fubject kings ; and his tragedy opens with thefe two 
ridiculous lines : 

lis ne font pas ^enus , nos deux rois ! qu'on Icnr die 
(^u'ils fe font trop attendre , et qu'Attila s'ennuie. 

The two kings bf the Gepidae and the Oftrogoths are profound poli- 
ticians and fentimental lovers; and the whole piece exhibits the deftcts, 
without the genius, of the poet. 

'* alii per Cafpia clauftra 

Armeniafque nives, inopino trainite ducti 
Invadunt'Orientis opes : jam pafcua fumant 
Cappadocum , volncrunique parens Argseus equorum.- 
Jam rubet altus Halys, nee fe defendit iniquo . 
Monte Cilix> Syriae tractus vaftantur ameeni; 
AfTuetumque choris et laet^ plebe canorum 
Preterit jmbellem fonipes hoftilis Oronteni. 

Ciaudian, in Rufin. 1. ii. 28-^35. 

• See, likewife, in Eutrop. 1. i. 243 — 25 1 and t^ ftrong defeription of 
Jcroni, who wrote from his feelings, tom. i. p 26..ad Heliodor. p. 200. 
ad Ocean. Pfailoftorgius (1. ix. c 8.) mentions this irruption* 

'7 See the •riginal converfation in Phfcus, p. 64, 6S. 

^' Frifcus , p. 331. His hiftory contnined a copious and elegant 
account of the war CEvagrius, 1. i. c. 17*); but the extracts which 
relate to the embaiftes are the only parts that hnve reached our times. 
The original work was acceflible, however, to the writers , from whom 
we borrow our imperfect knowledge « Jornandes , Theophanes, Count 

• IVIarcellinus > Frbiper - Tyro , and the author of the Alexandrian , or 
Fafchal, Chronicle. M. de Buat (Hift. des Feuplesde PEurope, tern. 
Tii.. c. XV.) has exainined the caufe, the ciroumftances, and the dura. . 
tion , of this war ; and will not allow it to extend beyond the year 
four hundred and forty -four. 

Y 4 
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'* Procopius, de Edificiis, 1. !▼. c. ^. There fortreiTet were afterwards 
teftored, ftrehgthened , and enlarf^ed by the emperor Juftioian;' but 
they were foon deftroyed by the Abares* who focceeded to the power 
and poiTeflions ef the Huns. 

*^ Septuaginta civitates ^fays Prorper- Tyro) depratdation^ vaftats. 
The language of count Marcellinus is ftill niore forcible. Pene totam 
Europam, invafis excififque civitatibus atque caftellis, cunrafit, 

^* Tillemont <Hift. des Empereurs, torn. vi. p. io6, 107.) has paiil 
great attention to this memorable earthquake; which was felt as far 
from Conftauttnople as Antioch and Alexandria, and is celebrated by all 
th« ecclefiaftical writers. Tn the hands of a popular preacher, an 
torthquake is an engine of admirable effect. 

^* He reprefcnted « to the emperor of the Moguls, that the four 
pro;(rince$ (Petcheli, Chantong,Chanfi* and Leaotong) which he already 
pofleiTed , might annually produce, under a mild adminiftratiort» 
^op.cx^o Qunces of iilver, 400,000 uieafures ol^rice, and 800,000 pieces 
of filk. Gaubil. Hiil. de la Dynaftie de^ Mongous, p. 58, 59. Yelut- 
(houfay (fuch was the name of the mandarin) was a wife apd vir- 
tuous minifter, who faved his country, and civilized the conquerors. 
See p. 102, 103. 

'^ Particular inftances wo'uld be endlefs; Ijiit the curious reader may 
confult the life of Gengifcao, by Petit de la Croix, the Hifioire des 
Mongous, and the fifteenth book of the Hiftory of the Huns. 

** At Maru, 1,300,000; at Herat, 1,600,000; at Neifiibour » 
I«r47,ooa D'Herbelot, Bibliotfa6que Orientale, p. 380, 38i. I ufe 
the orthography of d^Anville's - maps. It muft however be allowed , 
that the Perfians were difpofed to exaggerate their lofies , and the 
Moguls , to magnify their exploits. 

^' Cherefeddin AH, his'fervile panegyrift , would afford us many 
horrid examples. Tn his camp befoi^ Delhi, Timur maffacred 100,000 
Indian prifoners, who had fmiied when the army of their countrymen 
appeared in fight (Hift. de Timur Bee, \pm, iii. p. 90.). The people 
of Ilpahan fupplied 70,000 human fculls for the ftnicture of feveral 
lofty towers ( Id. torn. i. p. 434. ). A fimilar tax was levied on the 
revolt of Bagdad (tom. iii. p. 37o.); and the exact account, which 
Cherefeddin was not able to procure from the proper officers , is ftated 
by another hiftorian (Ahmed Arabfiada, tom. ii. p. I75* verf. Manger) 
at 90,000 heads. 

^* The ancients, Jornandes, Prifcus, etc. are ignorant of this epithet 
The modern Hungarians have imagined , that it was applied, by a 
hermit of Gaul , to Attila , who was pleafed to infert it among the 
titles of his royal dignity. Mafcou , ix. 23* and Tillemont, Hift. des' 
Empereurs, tom. vi. p. I43' 

^7 The millionaries of St. Chryfoftom had converted great numbers 
of the Scythians, who dwelt beyond the Danube, in tents and waggons. 
Theodorct> I v. c. 31* Photius, p. 15 x 7. The Mahometans, the 
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« 

Neftoriaas, tii4 the Ittin Chriftians , thought themfielves fecure of 
gaining the fens and grandflins of Zingis , who treated the rival 
miifionaries with impartiar favour. 

^' The Germans, who exterminated Varus and his legions, had, 
been, particularly ofiended with the Roman laws and lawyers. One of 
the Barbarians, after the effectual precautions of cutting out the tongue 
of an advocate , and fewing up his hiouth , obferved ,* with much 
fatisfaction , that the viper could no longer hifs. Florus« iv. ,12. 

** Prifcus, p. 59. It should feem, that the. Huns preferred the 
Gothic and Latin languages to their own ; which was probably a harsh 
and barren idiom. 

^^ Philip de Comines, in his admirable picture of the Uft inoments 
of Lewis XI. (M^moires, L vi. c. 12.) reprefents the infolence of his 
phyfician, who, in five ilM>nths, extorted 54*000 crowns, and a rich 
bishopric « from the ftern avaricious tyrant. 

'' Prifcus (p. 61.) extols the equity of the Roman laws, which 
protected the life of a slave. Occidere folent (fays Tacitus of the 
Germans) non difcipltn& et feveritate, fed impetu et iri, ut inlmicum, 
jiifi qu6d impune. De Moribus Germ. c. 25. The Heruli, who were 
the fubjects of Attila, claimed « and exercifed, the power of life and* 
death over their flaves. See a remarkable infianice in the fecond book 
of Agathias. 

'* See the whole comrerfation in Prifcus, p. 59 — 63. 

^' Nova iterum Orienti aililrgit ruina .... quum nulla ab Occiden- 
talibtis ferrentur auxilia. Profper- Tyro compofed his Chronicle in the 
Weft; and his obfervation implies a cenfure. 

S4 According to the defcription, or rather invective, of Chryfeilom , 
an auction of Byzantine luxury muft have been very productive. Every 
wealthy houfe poffeifed a femicircular table of ma0y filver, fuch as 
two men could fcarcely lift , a vafe of folid gold of the weight of forty 
pounds, cups, dishes of the fame metal, etc, 

3' The articles of the treaty, expreffed without much order or pre- 
cifion, may be found in Prifcus (p. 34, 35 , 36, 37^ 53 « etc.). Count 
Marcellinns difpenfes fome eomfort , by obferving, ift^ That Attila 
himfelf folicited the peace and prefents, which he had formerly refufed; 
and, 2dly. That^ about the fame time, the ambaffadors of India 
prefented a fine large tame tyger to the emperor Theodolius. 

'^ Prifcus » p. 35, 36. Among the hundred and eighty- two forts., 
or caftles, of Thrace, enumerated by Pvocopius (de Edificiis, 1. iv. 
c. xi. tom. ii. p. 92. edit. Paris;, th^re is one of the name ofEJimontou^ 
whofe pofition is doubtfully marked, in the neighbourhood of An- 
chialus , and the £uxine Sea. . The name and walls of Aztmuntium 
might fubfift till the reign of Juftinian ; but the race of its brave 
defenders had been carefully extirpated by the jealoufy of the Rojuiftn 
princes. 
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}7 The peevish difpute of St. Jerom and St. Auguftin, who laboured, 
by different expedients , to reconcile the fuming quarrel of the two 
apoftles St. Peter and St. Paul, depends on the folution of an im- 

poiftant queftioa (Middleton's Works, vol. ii. p. 5 lo. ) » which 

has been frequently agitated by Catholic and Froteftant divines , and 
even by lawyers and philofopbers of every age. 

'* Montefquieu ( Coafideratlons fur la Grandeur, etc. c. xix. ) has 
delineated, with a bold and eafy pencil, fome of the moll ftriking 
circumftances of th& pride of Attilft , and the difgrace of the Romans. 
He deferves th^ jpraife of having read the Fragments of Prifcus, which 
.have been too much difregurded. 

'• See Prifcus, p. .69. 71, 72, etc. I would &in believe, that this 
adventurer was afterwards crucified by the order of Attila, on a fu£- 
picion of treaConable practices: but Prifcus (p. 57*)^ has too plainly 
diftinguished two perfons of the name of Conftahtius , who , from the 
fimilar events of their lives, might have been eafily confounded^ 

♦' In the Perfian treaty concluded in the year ^^^ , the wife and 
eloquent Maximiii had been the afTefibr of Ardaburius. (Socrates, 1. vii. 
c. 30.). When Marcian afcended the throne, the office of Great Cham- 
berlain was beftowed on Maximiu, who is ranked, in a public edict* 
among the four principal minifters of ftate (Novell, ad Calc. Cod« 
Theod. p. 310' He executed a civil and military commifiion in the . 
Eaftern provinces; and his death was lamented by the fdvages of 
JEthiopia, whofe incurfions he^d reprefTed. See Prifcus, p.^Q, 4i- 

'^' Prifcus was a native of Panium in Thrace, and deferved, by his 
eloquence, an honourable place among the fephifts of the age. His 
Byzantine hiftory, which related to his own times, was comprifed in 
feren books. See Fiibricius, Bibliot Grsec. torn. vi. p. 23S • 236. 
Notwithflanding the charitable judgment of the critics , I fufpect that 
Prifcus was a Pagan. 

^^ The Huns themfelves ftitl continued to defpife the labours of 
agriculture: they abufed the privilege of a victorious nation; and 
the Goths, their induftrious fubjects who cultivated the earth, dreaded 
their neighbourhood , like that of fo many ravenous wolves ( Prifcus, 
p. 4^.)> In the fame manner the Sarts and Tadgics provide for their 
own fubfiftence , and for that of the Usbec Tartars , their lazy and 
rapacious, fovereigns. See Genealogical Hiftory of the Tartars, p. 423- 
4^?, etc. ^ 

/"t' It is evident, that Prifcus paifed the Danube and the Tey£s» and 
that he did not reach the foot of the Carpathian hills. Agria, Tokay, 
and Jazberin , are fituated In the plains circumforibed by this defini- 
tion. M. de Buat (Hifloire dis Peuples, etc. tom. vii. p. ^61.) has 
chofeu Tokay; Otrokofci (p. 180. apud Mafbou, ix. 23.), a learned 
Hungarian, has preferred Jazberin, a place about thirty -fix miles 
weftward of Buda and the Danube. 
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^^ The royal village of Attila may be comparea to the city of 
Karacorum , the refidence of the fucceflbrs of Zingis; which, though 
it appears to have been a more iUble habitation « did not equal the 
fize or fplendor of the tov^n and abbey of St. Denys; in the 13th cen« 
tury (fee Rubruquis, in the Hiftoire Generale des Voyages, torn. vii. 
p. 2S6.). The camp of Aurengzebe, as it is fo agreeably defcribed 
by Bernier (torn ii. p. 217 — 23^. )f blended the manners of Scythia 
with the magnificence and luxury of Hindoftan. • 

^^ When* the Moguls difplayed the fpoils of Afla, in the diet of 
Toncat, the throne of Zingis was ftill covered with the original black 
felt carpet, on which he had been feated, when he was raifed to 
the command of hi$ warlike countrymen. See Vie de Gengifcan , 1. 
iv. c. 9. "^ 

*' If we may believe IMntarch (in Demetrio, torn. v. p. 34 ) it was 
the cullom of the Scythians , when they indulged in the pleafures of ' 
the table, to awaken their languid courage by the martial harmony of 
twanging their bow- firings. 

*^ The curious narrative of this embaflTy, which required few 
obfervations > and was not fufceptible of any collateral evidence* 
may be found in Prifcus , p. 49 — 70. But I have not confined my« 
felf to the fame order; and I had previously extracted the hiilorical 
circumftances^ which were lefs intimately connected with the journey, 
and bufinefs , of the Roman ambaiTadors. 

^' M. de Tillemont has very properly given the fuccefiion of 
Chamberlains J who reigned in the name of Theodofius. Chryfa- 
phius was thtf laft, and> according to the unanimous evidence of hi& 
tory, the worft of the{% &vourites (fee Hill, des Empereurs, torn. 
VI. p. 117 — 119. M^m. Eecl^f. torn. xv. p. 4^8.). His partiality for 
his godfather, the herefiarch Eutyches, engaged him to petfecute tlie 
orthodox party. 

^* This fecret confpiracy, and its important confequences , may be 
traced in the fragments of Prilcus, p. 37, 3^, 39. S4. 7©, 7i , 71. 
The chronology of that hiib>rian is not fixed by any precife date: 
but the feries of negociations between Attila and the Eaftern empire , 
muft be included within the three or four years, which are terminated, 
A. D. 450, by the death of Theodofius. 

*• Theodorus the Reader (fee Valef. Hift. Ecclef. torn. ill. p. ^65.), 
and the Pafchal Chronicle, mention the fall, without fpecifying the 
injury: but the eonfequence was fo likely to happen, and fo unlikely 
to be invented, that we may fafely give credit to Nicephorus Calliftus, 
a Greek of the fourteenth century. 

'<' Pulcheriae niitO (fays Count Marcellinus) fu& cum avaritil in* 
terempfeus eft. She abandoned the eunuch, to the pious revenge of a 
fon , whofe father had fuSered at hts inftigation. 

•'* Procopius, de Bell. Vandal, 1. i. c. 4. Evagrius , 1. Ji. c. I. 
Theophanes, p. 90, 91* Novell, ad Caicam Cod. Theod. torn. vi. 
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p. 30, The praifes which St. Leo, and the Catholics, have bellowed 
on Marcian, are diligently tranfcribed by Baronius, as an encou- 
ragement for future princes. 
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* See Prifcus. p. 39. 7a. 

* The Alexandrian or Fafcbal Chronicle, which intcodncet this 
haughty mefTage, dnring the lifetime of Theodolius , may have anti- 
cipated the date ; but the dull annalift was incapable of inventing the 
original and genuine fiyie of Attila. 

3 The fecond book of the Hiftoire critique de r£tablifl%raent de 
la Monarchic Franqoife , torn. i. p. 189 — 424. throws great light on 
the ftate of Gaul, when it was invaded by Attila, but the ingenious 
author, the Abb6 Dubos, too often bewilders himfelf in fyftem and 
conjecture. 

* Victor Vitenfis (de Perfecut. Vandal. 1. i. c. 6. p. 8. edit Rut- 
nart) calls him, acer confilio et firenuus in bello: but his courage* 
when he became unfortunate, was cenfured as defperate rashae&i 
and Sebaftian deferved, or obtained, the epithet of praccps (Sidon. 
Apollinar. Carmen, ix. J 81.). His adventures at Conftantinople , 
in Sicily, Gahl,\ Spain, and Africa, are faintly marked in the Chro- 
nicies of Marcellinus and Idatius. In his diftrefs he was always foU 
lowed by a numerous train; fince he could ravage the Hellefpont and 
Propontis, and feize the city of Barcelona. 

' Reipublicx Romanx (ingulariter natus , qui fuperbiam Soevorum, 
Francorumque barbariem immenfis caedibus fervire Imperio Romano 
coegiflTtt. Jornandes de Rebus Gcticis, c. 34. p. 660, 

^ This portrait is drawn by Renatus Profnturus Frigeridus* a 
contemporary hiftorian, known only by fome extracts* which are 
pr'eferved by Gregory of Tours (1. ii. c. 8. in t^m. ii. p. I63.}* 
It was projbably the 'duty, or at leaft the intereft, of Renatus , to 
magnify the virtues of £tius : but he would have shewn more dex- 
terity, if he had not iniifted on his patient, forgiving difpofition. 

^ The embaiTy confifted of Count Romulus; of Promotus, prefident 
of Noricum; and of Romanus, the military duke. They were accom- 
panied by Tatullus, an illuftrious citizen of Petovio, in the fame 
province, and father of Oreifces, who had married the daughter- of 
Count Romulus. See Prifcus, p., 57. 6S» Cailiodotius ( Variar. i. 4.) 
mentions another embaify, which was executed by his fiither and 
Carpilio , the fon of iEtius, and as Attila was no more» he conld 
fafely boaft of their manly intrepid behaviour in his prefence. 
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* Deferta Valentinse tirbjs rura Alanis partienda traduntur. Prod 
per. Tyronis Chron. in Uiftorieiis de France , com. i. p. 639. A 
few lines afterwards^ Profper obferves, that lands in the ulterior Ganl 
were aifigfned to the Alani. Without admitting the corrections of 
Dubos (tom. i. p. 300.), the 'realbnable fuppofition of two colonies 
or garrifuns of Alani, will confirm his arguments, and remove his 
objections. 

' See Profper. Tyro, p. ^39. Sidortius (Pailegyr. Avit. 246.) 
complains, in thti name of AuvergUe, his native* country, / 

Litorius Scythicos etjuites tunc fo^te fubacto 
Celfus Aremorico , Geticum rapiebat in agmen 
Per terras, Arverne , tuas , quiproxima quxque 
Difcurfu , flamtnist ferro , feritate, rapinis^ 
Delebant; pacis fiiUentes nomen inane. 
Another poet, Fanlinus of Perigord, confirms the complaint : 
Kam fociom vix ferre queas , qui durior hofte. 

See Dubos, tom. i. p. 3^6. 
*• Thcodoric II. the fon of Thebdoric I. , declares to Avitus his 
refolution of repairing, or expiating, the fault which his grandfather 
had committed. 

Q,uae nofier peccavittfyui , quern fofcat id unum, 
Qiiod tc , Roma , capit. ■ 

Sidon. Panegyric. Avit. so*;. 
This character, applicable only to the great Alaric, eflablishes the 
genealogy of the Gothic kings , which has hitherto been unnoticed. 

'' The name oi Sahaudia ^ the origin of Savoy, is firft mentioned 
by Ammianus Marcellinus ; and two military pofts are afcertained, 
by the Notitia, within the limits of that province ) a cohort was ila- 
tioned at Grenoble in DaophinI j and Ebredunum , or Iverdun , 
sheltered i fleet of fmall veflels , which commanded the lake of Neuf- 
ch&tel. See Vaiefius , Notit. Galliarum , p. 503- D^Anville , No. 
tice de PAncienne Gaul, p. 284- S79- 

'* Salvian has attempted to explain the motal government of the 
Deity 1 a task w'hich may be readily performed by fuppofing , that 
the calamities of the wicked are, judgments, and thofe of the righteous, 
trials. 

^ • Capto terratum damna patebant 

Litorio, in Rh6danum proprios producere fines, 
Theudoridae fixum; nee eratpugnare necefTe, 
Sed migrare Getis ; rabidam trux afperat iram 
Victor J qudd fenfit Scythicum fub nicenibus hoftem « 

Imputat, et liihil eft gravius , fi forfitan uuquam 
Vineere contingat , trepido. — — 

Panegyr. Avit 300. etc. 
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Sidonius then proceeds , according to the duty of a panegyrift , to 
transfer the whole merit from iEtius, to his miniiler Avitus. 

'♦ Theodoric II. revered, in the perfon of Aritus , the character 
o[ his preceptor. 

Mihi Romula dudum 

Per te juraplacent: parvumque edii'cere jufiit 
Ad tua verba pater , docili quo prifca Maronis 
Carmine moUirct Scythicos mihi pngina mores. 

Sidon. Panegyr. Avit. 4»S etc. 

^5 Our authorities for the reign of Theodoric I. are , Jornandes 
de Rebus Geticis , c. 34* 36. and the Chronicles of Idatius , and 
the two Profpers, inferted in the Hiftorians of France , torn. i. 
p. 612 — 640. To thefe we may add Salvian de Gubernatione Dei, 
1. vii. p. 243, 244, 245. and the Panegyric of Avitus , by Sidonius. 

'' Reges Crinitos fe creavifTe de prim& , et iJt ita dicani nobiliori 
fuorum famili^ C Greg. Turon 1. if. c. 9- p. 166. of the fecond 
volume of the Hiftorians of France). Gregory himfelf does not 
mention the Merovingian name , which may be traced , however, to the 
beginning of the feventh century, as the diftinCtive appellation of the 
royal family, and even of the French monarchy. An ingenious 
critic has deduced the Merovingians from the great Maroboduus; 
and he has clearly proved , that the prince , who gave his name to 
the iirft race , was more ancient than the . father of Childeric. See 
Memoires de PAcademie des Infcriptions , torn. xx. p. S2 — 90. torn. 
XXX. p, S57 — S87. 

'7 This German cuftom , which may be traced from Tacitus to 
Gregory of Tours , was at length adopted by the emperors of Con> 
ftantinople. From a MS. of the tenth century, Mentfaucon has 
delineated the representation of a limilar ceremony , which the igno- 
rance of the age had applied to king David.' See Monuments 
de la Monarchic Fran(;oire , torn. i. Difoours Preliminaire. 

'^. Csefarios prolixa .... crinium flagellis per terga dimifiis, 
etc. See the Preface to the third volume of the Hiftorians of France, 
and the Abb6 Le Bceuf (Difiertat. torn. iii. p. 47 — 79). This 
peculiar fashion of the Merovingians has been remarked by natives 
and ftrangers ; by Prifcus (torn. i. p. 603.) by Agathias (torn. ii. 
p. 49.), and by Gregory of Tours, 1. iii. 18. vi. 24. viii. lo. torn. ii. 
p. 196. 278. 316. 

**. See an original , picture of the figure, drefs, arms , and temper 
of the ancient Franks in Sidonius Apollinaris (Panegyr. Majorian , 
23? — 254.); and fuch pictures, though coarfely drawn, have a real 
ftnd intrinfic value. Father Daniel (Hift. dc la Milice Franqoife, 
torn. i. p. 2 — 7.) has illuftrated the defcription. 

** Dub'os , Hift. critique ^•.etc. torn. i. p. 271 » 272. Some geo- 
graphers have placed DiCpargum on the German fide of the Rhine. 
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See a note of the Benedictine Editocs . to the Hiftorians of France, 
torn ii. p. 166. 

*' The Carbonarian wood , was that part of the great foreft of the 
Ardennes, which lay between the Efcaut , orScheld, and the Meofe. 
Valcf. Notit. Gall. p. 126, ' 

** Gregor. Turon.. 1. ii. c. 9. in torn. ii. p. 166 , 167. Fredegar 
Epitom. c. 9. p. 39^- Geila Reg. Francor. c 5. in torn. ii. p. 544* 
Vit. St. Remig. ab Hinciwar , in torn. iii. p. 373* 

*' Francus qua Cloio patentes 

Atrebatum terras pervaferat. 

Panegyr. Majorian. 212. 

The precife fpot was a town, or village , called Vicus Helena; and 
both the name and the plate are difcovered by modern geographers 
at Lens« S^e Valef. kotit. Gall. p. 246. Longuerue , Defcription 
de la France , torn. ii. p. 88. 

^^ See a vague account of the action in Sidbniu's. Panegyr. 
Majorian. 212 — 230. The French critics, impatient to eftablish 
their monarchy in'^ Ganl , have drawn a flrong .argument 'from the 
filence of Sidonius, who dares not .infiuuate , that the vanquished 
Franks were compelled to repais the Rhine. Dubos, tom. i. p. 322. 

-5 Salvian (de Gubernat. Dei, ). vi.) has ^expreiTed , in ^ague and 
declamatory language, the misfortunes of thefc three cities, which 
are diilinctly afcertained by the learned Mafcou , Hid. of the An- 
cient Germans, ix. 22. ** 

^* Prifcus , in relating the conteft, does not name the two bro* 
thers ; the fecond of whom he had feen at Rome , a beardlefs youth, 
with long flowing hair (Hiftorians of France, tom. i. p. 607 , 608. ). 
The Benedictine Editors are inclined to believe , that they were the 
foos of fome unknown king of the Franks, who reigned on the banks 
of the Necker : but the arguments of J>1. de Foncemagne ( Mem. de 
PAcademie , tom. viii. p. 464 ) feem to prove >. that the fucceflion 
ofClodionwas difputed by his^two funs, and that the younger was 
Mtroveus , the father of Childeric. I « 

*7 Under the Merovingian race , the throne was hereditary ; bnt 
all the fons of the deceafed monarch^ were equally intitled to their 
share of his treafures and territories. See the DiiTertations of M. de 
Foncemagne in the fixth and eighth volumes of the Memoires d^ 
PAcademie. 

^* A medal. is ftill extant, which exhibits the plealing countenance 
of Honoria, with the title of Auguila; and on the reverfe , the iiU' 
proper legend oi Salus Rcipublica round the monagram ofChrift. See 
Ducange, Famil Byzantin. p. 67. 73. 

^^ See Prifcus, p. 39, 40. It might be fairly alleged, that if females 
could fucceed to the throne, Valentinian himfelf, who bad married the 
daughter and heirefs of the younger Theodolius would have afTerteif 
her right to the eaftern empire. 
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>* The adventures of Honotia are imperfectly related by Jomandes, 
de Succeifione Regn. c. 97. and de Reb. Get. c. 42 p. 674- > and in the 
Chronicles of Profper , and Marcellinus ; but they cannot be made 
confident, or probable, unlefs we feparate^ by an Interval of time and 
place, her intrigue wittt Eugenins, and htr invitation of Attila. 

3' Exegeras mihi , ut promitterein tibi , Attilse bellum ftylo ttie 
pofteris intimaturum .... cceperam fctibere , fed operis arrepti fafce 
perfpecto , taeduit inchoaffe. Sidon. ApoU. 1. viii. epift. if. p. 246. 

i> . Subito cam rupta tumultu 

Barbaries totas in te transfoderat Arctos^ 
Gallia. Pugnacem Rugum comitante Gelono 
Gepida truz fequitur; Scyrum Burgundio cogit: 
Chunus, Bellouotiis , Neiirus , Bafterna » Toringus 
Broctenis « ulvoflL vel quern ^icer abluit und& 
Frorttmpit/Prancus. Cecidit cito fecta bipenni 
Hercynia in lintres , et Rhenum texuit alno. 
Etjam terrificis dilFuderat Attila turmis 
In campos fe Belga tuos. — — . 

Panegyr. Avit 319 ♦ etc. 
'' The moft authentic and circnfnftantial accouut of this war, is 
contained' in Jomandes (de Reb. Getieis , c. 36-^4 1, p. 66z — 672.), 
who has fometimes abridged, and fometimes tranfcribed , the larger 
hillory of CafOodosins. Jomandes , a quotation which it would be 
fupcrfluous to repeat , may be corrected and iUuftrated by Gregory 
of Tours, I. 2, c. ^, 6, 7. and the chronicles of Idatius , Ifidore , 
and the two Pre{|>ers. AH the ancient teftimoAies are collected and 
inferted in the Hiftorians of France ; but the reader should be cau- 
tioned^ againft a fuppofed extract from the Chronicle of Idatius 
( among the fragments of Fredegarius , torn. ii. p. 462 ) , Which 
often contradicts the genuine text of the Gallieian bishop. 

'^ The tfnc/enr legendaries deferve fome regard, as they afe obliged 
to connect their fables with the real hiftory of their own tithes. See the 
lives of St. Lupus, St- Anianus, the bishops erf Mctz , Ste. Genevieve, 
• etc. in the Hiftorians of France, tom.i. p. «44, 64<, 649. tom. iii. p. 369. 
'^ The fcepticifm of the count de Buat (Hift des Peuptes, tom. 
▼ii. p. 539 , 540.) cannot be reconciled with any principles rff rea- 
fon or criticKm. Is not Gregory of Tours precife aird potitive in his 
account of the defiruciion of Metz? At the diftance of no more than 
an hundred yeafs, could he be ignorant, could the people be ignorant* 
of the fate of a city, the actual refidence of his fo ve reign s , the kings 
of Auftrafia? The learned Count , who feems to have undertaken 
the apology of Attila , and the Barbarians, appeals to the falfe Ida- 
tius, parcens civitatibus Germanise et Gallise , and forgets , that the 
true Idatius had explicitly affirmed, plurimse civitates cffracttt, amcuig 
which he enumeraus Metz. 

3^ 
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M« Vix liqu^rat Alpes 

Aetins , tenue , et rarum fine milite ducens 
Robur in aaxiliis Geticum male crcdulus agmen 
Incafltim propriis praefumens adfore caftrins. 

Pnnegyr Avit. 3^8 etc. 

*^ The policy of Attila, of iEtius, and of the Vifigoths , is im- 
|)erfectly defcribed in the Panegyric of Avitus, and the thirty.iixth 
chapter of Jornandes. The poet and the hiilorian were bQtb bialled 
by perfonal or national prejudices. The former exalts the merit and 
importance of Avitus ; orbis , Avite , falus etc. ! The latter is anxi* 
ous to shew the Goths in the moil favourable light* Yet their aggree- 
ment , when they are fiiirly interpreted , is a proof of their veracity. 

3* The review of the army of £tius is made by Jornandes, c. 36. 
p. 664. edit. Grot. torn. ii. p. 23. of the hiftorians of France, with 
the notes of the Benedictine Editor. The Lad were a promifcuous 
race of Barbarians « born or naturalized in Gaul; and the Kiparii, oc 
Ripuarii , derived their name from their pofts on the three- rivers * the 
Khine , the Meufe , and the Mofelle ; the Armorieans poffeiTed the 
independent cities between the Seine and the Loire. A colony of 
Saxons had been planted in the diocefe of Bayeux; the Burgundian* 
were fettled in Savoy ; and the Breonts were a warlike tribe ef Rhs« 
tians , to the eaft of the lake of Conftance. 

^' Aurelianenlis urbis obfidio, oppugoatio, irruptio , nee direptio» 
1. V. Sidon. Apollin. I. viii. epift. 15. p. 246. The prefervation of 
Orleans might eafily be turned into a miracle , obtained and foretold* 
by the holy bishop. 

♦' The common editions read XCM; but there is fome authority 
of jnanufcripts (and almoil any authority is fu^cient ) for the more 
reafonable number of XVM. 

^' Chitons, or Duro-Catalaunum, afterwards Catalauni , bad for* 
merly made a part of the territory of Rheims , from whence it is 
diftant only twenty-feven miles. See Valef. Notit. Gall. p. 136. 
D^Anville , Notice de TAncienne Gaule, p. ai2. 279. 

** The name of Campania, or Champagne , is frequently- men- 
tioned by Gregory of Tours ; and that great province , of which . 
Rheims was the capital , obeyed the command of a duke. Valef. 
Notit p. 120 — 123. 

^^ I am fenfible that thefe military orations are ufually compofed 
by the hillorian ; yet the old Oftrogoth , who had ferved under 
Artila , m;gbt repeat his difcourfe to Caf&dorius.: the ideas, and even 
the expreflions , have an original Scythian cad; and I doubt, whether 
an Italian of the iixth century, would have thought of the hujus cer^ 
tarn in is gaudia* 

^* The expreiHons of Jornandes , or rather of Caffiodorius , are 
extremely Ilrong, Bellum atrox , multiplex. ^ immane , peitirtax. 
Vol. VI. 2 
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cui (imili nulla ufquam narrat antiquicas : ubi talia gcita referuntur, 
ut nihil cflTet quod in vhk £uk coiifpicere potuifTet egregius , qui hujus 
miraculi privaretur afpectu. Dubos ( Hift. critique, torn. i. p. 392, 
993. ) attempts to reconcile the 162^000 of Jornandes , with the 
300,000 ofldatius and Ilidnre ; by fuppofing, .tliat the larger number 
included the total deftruction of the war , the effects of difeafe , the 
slaughter of the unarmed people , etc. 

*5 The count de Buat (Hift. des peuples , etc. torn. vii. p. S^4 — 
573.) > ftill depending on the/^Z/e, and again rejecting the true Ida- 
tius, has divided the defeat of Attila into two great battles ; the for- 
mer near Orleans « the latter in Champagne: in the one, Theodoric was 
ilain ; in the other , he was revenged. 

♦• Jornandes de rebus Geticis, c. 41. p. «7i. The policy of 
JEtius, and tjie behaviour of Torifmond , are extremely natural; 
and the patrician, according to Gregory of Tours (1. ii. c. 7. p. 163), 
difmifled the prince of the Franks , by fuggefting to him a iimilar 
9ppreheniion. The iFalfe Idatins ridiculously pretends , that Otitis 
paid a clandefHne, nocturnal, vifitto the kings of the Huns and of- 
the Viligoths ; from each of whom he obtained a bribe of ten thoufaUd 
pieces of gold , as the price of an undiilurbed retreat. 

*' Thefe cruelties , which are paffionately deplored by Theodoric; 
the fon of Clovis ( Gregory of Tours , 1. iii. c. 10. p. 190. ) , fuit 
the time and circumftances of the invaflon of Attila. His reiidence 
tn Thuringia was lung attefted by popu lar tradition ; and he is Aip- 
pofed to have affembled a cQuroultal /or diet, in the territory of Eife- 
nach. See Mafcou, ix. 30. who fettles with nice accuracy the ex- 
. tent of ancient Thuringia , and derives its name from the Gothic tribe 
of the Thervingi. 

^^ Maehinis conftructis, omnibufque tormentorum generibus adhi- 
bitis. Jornandes « c. 42. p. 673* In the thirteenth century , the 
]\loguls battered the cities of Chita with large engines, conftructed 
by the Mahometans or Chriftians in their fervice , which threw ftones 
from 1^0 to 300 pounds weight. In the defence of their country, 
the Chinefe ufed gunpowder, and even bombs,, above an hundred 
years before they were known in Europe ; yet even thote celcftial , 
or infernal^, arms were infnificient to protect a pufillanimous nation. 
See Gaubil. Hift. des Mongous, p. 70, 71. 155. 1^7, etc. 

^^ The fame ftory is told by Jornandes , and by Procopius (de 
Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 4. P- I87, , 188.): nor is it eafy to decide* 
M*hich is the original. But the Greek hiftorian is guilty of an inex- 
cufeable miftake , in placing the fiege of Aquileja after the death of 
JEtius. 

" Jornandes, about an hundred years afterwards, affirn\s , that 
Aquileja was fo completely ruined, ita ut vix ejus veftigia , ut appa. 
reant', reliquerlnt. See Jornandes de Reb. Geticis, c. 41. p. 673. 
Paul. Diac*m I. ii. c, 14. p.- 785. Liutprand. Hift. 1. iii. c. 2, 
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The Jiane of Aqaileia was fometlmes applied to Forum Jolii tCi- 
vitad del Friuli), the inore recent capital of the Venetian province. 

'* In defcribing: this war of Attila, a war fo famous, but fo imper« 
fexjtly known , I have taken for my guides two Itarned Italians, who 
coufidered, the fubject with fome peculiar advantages; Sigonius^ de 
Imperio^ Occidentali, I. xiii. in his works , torn. i. p. 49^— .^02.; 
and Muratori, Annali dlcalia , torn. iv. p. 229 — 336, 8vo edition. 

'* This anecdote maybe found under two drffercnt articles ^UsSioXavov 
and XQ^vKog) of the mifcellaneous compilation of Suidas. 

ii Leo refpondit , humanSL hoc pictum manQ: 

Videres hominem dcjectumj 11 pingere 
Leones fcirent. Appendix ad Fhxdrum , Fab. xxv* 

The lion in Phaedrus very foolishly appeals from pictures to the am- 
phitheatre : and i am glad to abferve , that the native tafte of La 
Fontaine (1. iii. fable x. ) has omitted this moft lame and impdtent 
condufion. 

'f Paul the Deacon (de Geftis La^igobard. Lit c. 14. p. 784.) 
defcribes the provinces of Italy about the end of the eighth century. 
Venttia non folum in paucis infulis quas nunc Venetias dicimus, con* 
fiat ; fed ejus terminus a Pannoniae fiuibus ufque Adduam fluvium 
protelatur. The hiilory of that provin(;e till the age of Charlemagne 
forms the firft and moft interefting part of the Verona Illuftrata 
(p. I — 388.), in which the marquis ScHno Maffei has shewn him(elf 
equally capable of enlarged views and minute difquiiitio^s. 

'5 This emigration is not attefted by any centemporary evidence: 
but the fact is proved by the event, and the circumilances might b6 
preferved by tradition. The citizens of Aquileia retired to the Pslle 
of Gradus , thofe of Padua to Rivus Altus, or Rialto, where the city 
of Venice was afterwards built, etc 

'^ The topography and anciquities of tfie Venetian islands.,' from 
Gradus to Clodia, orChioggia, are accurately lifted in the Differtatto 
Chorographica de Italia Medii ffivi, p. 151 — IS^. 

'^ Caffiodor. Variat. 1. xii. epift. 24. MaiFei (Verona Illuftrata « 
part i. p. £40->— 254.) has translated and explained this curious letter* 
in the fpirit of a learned antiquarian and a faithful fubject, who 
confidered Venice as the only legitimate offspring of the Roman re- 
public. He fixes the date of the epilHe, and confequently the prae- 
fectufe, of Caffiodorins, A. 13. 523.; and the marqmVs authority 
has the more weight , as he had prepared an edition of his worKs, and 
actually published a DifTertaiion on the true orthography of his- name. 
See Offervazioni Lctterarie, torn. ii. p. 290 — 339. 

^' See* in the fecond volume of Amelot de !a HouiTaie Hiftoire 
du Gouvernement de Venife , a translation of the famous Sguittenio, 
This book, which has been exalted far above its merits, is itarned, 
in every line , with the difingenu«tts iiiaUvolea^e of party : but ^e 

2 2 
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priocipal evidence « genuine and apocryphical , is brought together, and 
the reader will eaUIy chufe the fair medium. 

'' Sirmond (Not. ad Sidon. Apollin. p. 19.) has published a ciurious 
pafiage from the Chronicle of Profper. Attila redintegratis viribus» 
quas in Gallia amiferat, Italiam ingredi per Pannonias intendit; nihil 
duce noftro iEtio fecundum prioris belli opera profpiciente , etc. He 
reproaches iEtius with neglecting to guard the Alps, and with a 
defign to abandon Italy: ,but this rash cenfure may at leaft be 
counterbalanced by the favourable teftimonies of Idatius and Ifidore. 

** See the original portraits of Avienus , and his rival Bafilius, 
delineated and contrafted in the epiftles (1. 9. p-^^. ) of Sidonius. He 
had ftudied the characters of the two chiets of the fenate; but he 
attached himfelf to Bafilius, as the more folid and didnterefted friend. 

^' The character and principles of Leo, may be traced in one huii* 
dredtand forty^one original, epiitles , which iiluftrat^ the eccleiiaftical 
biftory of his long and bufy pontificate, from A. D. 440, to 46T. See 
pupin , Bibliotheque Eccl^iiaftique , torn. iii. part. ii. p. ISO — 1<*5- 

*• ' ■ "" tardisfngens ubi ilexibus errat 

Minchis , et teher^ praetexit arondine ripai 

«••■—'•• 
Anne lacus taVito's , te Lari maxime , teque 
f lUctibus , et fremltu alTurgens Benacc marino. 

*5 The Marquis MafFei (Verona llluftrata, part. i. p. Sl?i. 129.221* 
part ii. p.ii. <f.) hiis iUuftraiCed with tafle and learning this intereft. 
ing topography. He places the interview of Attila and St. Leo near 
Ariolica, or Ardelica, now Pefchiera, at the conflux of the lake and 
river; afcertains th^ viil4 of Catullus , in the delightful peninfula 
of Sarmio, and difcovers the Andes of Virgil , in the village of Bandes, 
precifely iitnate, qua fe fubducere collesincipiunt,. where the Verooefe 
hills imperceptibly slope down,M>to the plain of Mantua. 
.^^Si.ftatim infefto agmine urbem petiiiTent , grande difcrimen 
eflet : fed in Veneti^ quo fere tractu Italia molliifima eft, ip&li foli 
coetique clemeiitisi robur elanguit. Adhoc panis usO carnifque coctae, 
et dulcedine vini mitigates, etc. This paflage of Florus (iii. 3.) is 
fiill more applicable to the Huns than to the Cimbri, and it may 
ferve as a; commentary on the, . ceUJiial plague ,^ with which Idatius 
and IMove have afflicted the troops of Attila. , . 

f $, The hifloriau Prifcus had pofitively mentioned the^ effect which 
tihls example produced on the mind of Attila. Jornandes, c 42 p. 673. 

^^ The picture of Raphael is in the Vatican s the baiTo (or per- 
haps the alto ) relievo of Algardi , on one of the altars of St. Peter's 
(fee Dubos,, Reflexions fur la Po6fie et fur la Peinture , torn. i. 
p. 519, S20.). Baronius (AnnaL Ecclef. A. D. 4S2. N* S7, ^8.) 
bravely fudains the truth of the apparition; which is rejected, how-/ 
ever« J)y the ihoit learned and pious Catholics. 
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*' Attilaji ut Prifcus hiilorlctis refert^ extinctionis fuie tempore, 
pnellam Ildico noniine, decoram valde,, iibi itiatrimonium pofl ijn. 
uumerabiles uxores . . . focians. jofnandes , c. _49. p. 6S3 , .684t 
He' afterwards adds (c. 50. p. 686. ) 9 Filii AttUae^ quorum per licen- 
tiam libidinis poene populus fuit Polygamy has been eftablished 
among tli^ Tartars of every age. The rank of plebeian wives ift 
refrulated only by theif perfon^l charms; knd the faded matron pre- 
yares , without a murmur , the bed which is defined for her bloom- 
ing rival. 3ut in royal families, the daughters of Khans commu«. 
nicate to their fons a prior right of inheritance. See Genealogical 
Hiftory, p. 406, 407, 408. 

'■ The report of her guilt reached Conftantinople, where it pb- 
tained a very diiferent name ; and Marc'elh'nus obferves , that the: 
tyrant of Europe was slain in tti^ night by the" hand, and the knife ^ 
of a woman. Corneille , who has adapted the genuine account tQ 
his tragedy, detcribes the irruption of blood in forty bombafl lines, 
and Actila exclaims, wit4i ridiculous fury, 

S'il ue veut s'arreter (his blood), 

(Ditil) on me payera ce qui m'en va couter. 

" The curious- circumftances. of the 4^ath and funeral of Attila, 
are related by Jornandes ( c. 49^ p> CS^,. 6S44 685- )« iuid wero 
probably tranfcribed from Prifcus. ... 

'* See Jornai\des , de Rebus Getijcis ,. c* so. p. 6SS , 686, 687,. 
6SS. His diftinction of the national arms is curious and important, 
^ani ibi admirandum reor fuifTe fpectacuUim , ubi cernere erat cun.c- 
tis, pugnantem Oothum enfe furentem , Gepidaii? in vulnere fuoruni 
cuncta tela frangentem , Sueviim pede , Kunhuni fagitti prxfumere , 
Alanum gravi , Herulum levi , armaturi, aciem inilruere. I am no^ 
precifely informed of the lituation of the river Netad. 

'* Two modern hiftorians have thrown much new light on the 
ruin and diviiicn of the empire of Attila. M. de Buat, by his la- 
borious and minute diligence (toi^. viii, p. %- — 31. 68 — t94-)» and 
M. de Guignes, by his extraordinary knowledge of the Chinefe lan- 
guage and writers. See Hift. des Huns, torn. ii. p. 3iS — 3i9. 

'* Placidia died at Rome, November 27, A. D. 450. She was 
buried at Ravenna, where her fepulchre, and even her corpfe, feated 
in a chair of cyprefs wood , were preferved for ages. The emprefs 
received many coniY)Iiments from the orthodox clergy; and St, Peter 
Chryfologus aiTured her, that her zeal for the Trinity had been re- 
compenfed by- an auguft trinity of children. See Tillemont, Hifl;. 
des Emp. torn. vi. p. 240.- 

7' Aetium Placidus mactavit femivir ameus , is the expreffion of 
Sidonius (Panegyr. Avit. 3<»ft.\ The poet knew the world, and 
was not inclined to flatter a minift<ir who had injured or difgraced 
Avitus and Majorian, the fucceffive heroes of his fong. 

Z 3 
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7* With rcgat^l to the caure and circumftances of the deaths of 
JEtius and Valentinian, our int'ormation is dark and imperfect. Procopius 
(de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 4- p. isfe, 187, 188.) is a fabulous writer 
for the events which precede his own memory.' His narrative niufl 
therefore be fupplied and corrected by five or fix Chronicles , none of 
which were compofcd in Rome or Italy, and which can only exprefs. 
In broken fentences, the popular rumours, as they were conveye.d 
to Ganl , Spain, Africa, ConftantitfOple, or Alexandria. 

7' This interpretation of Vettius , a celebrated augur, was quoted 
"by Varro i in the xviiith book of his antiquities. Cenforfnus « de 
Die Natali, c. 17. p. 90, 9I, edit. Havercamp. 

'• According: to Varro ,* the twelfth century would expire A. D. 44r» 
but the uncertainty of the true aera of Rome might allow fome latitude 
of anticipation or dela^. The poets of the age, ClaudianCde BelU 
Getico , Z6^.) and Sidonius (in Panegyr. Avit. 3^7-) » may be 
admitted as fair witnefles of the popular opinion. 
Jam' reputant annos, interceptoque v^latCi 
Vnlturis , incidunt properatis fsecula metis. 



Jam prope fata tui biiTenas Vulturis alas 
Implebant; fcis namque tuos, fcis, Roma, Ifiboi^es. 
See Dubos, Hift. critique, tom.h p. 34^^-^346. 

'' The fifth 600k of Salvian is filled with pathetic lamentations, 

and vehement invectives. His immoderate freedom ferves to prov» 

the weaknefs , as well as the corruption , of the Roman government. 

His book was published after the lois of Africa (A. D. 439* )f and 

• before Attila's war (A. D. 4Si;). 

7' The Bagandae of Spain, who fought pitched battles with the 
Roman troops , are repeatedly mentioned in the Chronicle of Idatius. 
Salvian has delcribed their diftrefs and rebellion in -very forcible lan- 
guaf^e. Itaque nomen civium Romanorum . . . nunc uUro repudiatur 
ac fugitur, nee vile tamen fed etiam abominabile pcene habetur. . , . , 
£t hinc eft ut etiam hi qui ad Barbaros non confugiunt, Barbari 
tamen efle cognntur , fcilicet ut eft pars magna Hifpanorum , et non 

minima Gallorum De Bagaudis nunc mihi iermo eft, qui per 

malos judices et cruentos fpoliati, affiicti, necati poftquam jus Romanse 
libertatis amiferant, etiam honorem Romani nominis perdiderunt. .... 
Vocamus rebelles, vocamus perditos quos effe compulimu& crimiuofos. 
De Gubernat. Dei , J. v. p, 158^ 159,, 
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CHAP. X,X X V I. 

' Sidonius ApoUtnaris compofed jhe thirteenth epiftle of the fe« 
(ond book, to tctUH the paradox of bis friend Serranus, who en* 
tertained a fmgular, though generous, enthufiafm for the deceafed 
emperor. This epiftle, with fome indulgence, may claim the praiCo 
of an elegant compoiition ^ and it throws much light on the charae* 
ter of Maximas. 

* Clientum » previa, pedifeqaa , circurafufa i>opttloGtas, is the 
train which Sidonius himfelf (1. i. epiil. 9.) aifigns to another fena- 
tor of confular rank. 

3 Diftrictus enfis cui fupef impii ' 

Cervice pendet, non Sicuia dapu 
Dulcera elaborabunt faporem : 
Non avium Cithars^que cantus 
Somnum reducent. 

Horat. Carm. iila i. 
Sidonios concludes hi$ letter with (he ftory of Damocles, which Ci- 
cero (Tufculan. v. 20, Si.) had fo inimitably told. 

^ Notwithftanding the evidence of Procopius, £vagrius« Idatius* 
Narcellinus , etc. the learned Muratori (Annali d'ltalia , torn. iv. 
p. 249) doubts the reality of this invitation, and obferves, with* 
great truths " Non ii pud dir qnanto fia facile il popolo a fognarc e 
J, fpacciar voci falCe. " But his argument, from the interval of 
time and place, is extremely feeble. The figs which grew near 
Carthagr were produced to the fenate of Rome on the third day. 
' ... - Infidoque tibi Burgundio ductu 

Extorquet trepidas miictandi principis iras. 

Sidon. in Panegyr. Avit 442t 
A remarkable 'line y whiich infinnates that Rome and Maximus werf 
)>etrayed by their Burgundian mercenaries. 

* The apparent fuccefs of pope Leo may be juftified by Profper* 
and the Hifioria Mifcdian.; but the improbable notion of Baronius 
(A. D. 4^S. N** 13.) t that Genferic fpared the three apoftolicul 
chnrches , is not countenanced even by the doubtful teftimony of 
the Liber Pontificalis, 

. ^ The profuiion of Catulus , the firfi who gilt the roof of the Capitol, 
was not univerfally approved (Plin. Hift. Natur. xxxiii. 18.) ; but 
it was f^r exceeded, by the emperor^s, and the external . gilding of 
the temple coft Domitian I2,C09 talents (3,400,000 K). The ex«_ 
preflions of Claudian and Rotilius {luce metalli amula., . fafiigic aflris, 
and confunduntqus vagos dclubra mlcantia vifus) manifcilly prove, that 
this fplendid covering was not removed either by the Chriftians or the 
Goths (See Donatus* Roma Antiqua , 1. ii. c. 6. p. 125.). It should 
feem, that the roof of the Capitol was decorated with gilt ilatues, 
and chariots drawn by four horfes. 

Z 4 
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* The curious reader may confult the learne^l and accurate treatife of 
Hadrian Reland, de Spoliis Tcnipli Hierofolymitani in ArcO Titiano 
Rpmae confpicuis, in i2ni*o. Trnjecti ad Rhenum, 1716. 

* The veiTel which traiifported the relics of the Capitol, was the 
only one of the whole fleet that fuffered shipwreck. If a bigoted Ib|>hifl« 
a (-agan bigot > had n^ntioned the accident, he might have rejoiced, 
that this cargo of faciilege was loft in the fea , 

'• Sec Victor Vitenfis, dd Perfecut. VantlaL 1. i. c. 8. p. Ti, la. 
edit. Ruinart. Deogratias governed the church of Carthage only th^ee 
years. If he had not been privately buried, his corpfe would have 
leen torn piecemeal by the mad devotion of the people. 

" The general evidence for the death of Maximus^ and the fack of 
Rome by the Vandals, is comprifed in Sidonius (Panegyr. Avit, 44V 
J—^SO.), Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 4» %- P- 188, 189. and 
1. ii. c. 9. p. 2SS.)» Evagrius (1. ii. c. 7^), Jornandes (de Reb. Geticis, 
c. 4^. p. 677.), and the Chronicles of Idatius ^ Profper > Marcellinus, 
and Thepphancs, under the proper year. 

'* The private life and elevation of Avitus m«ft be deduced, with 
becoming fufpicion , from the panegyric pronounced by Sidonius 
Apollinaris, his fubject , and his fbn* in-law. 

« " After the example of the younger Pliny, Sidonius (I. ii c. a.) has 
laboured the florid, prolix, and obfQure defcription of his villa, which 
l)ore the name (Aviiaeum), and had been the property of Avitus. The 
precife fltuation is not •afcertained. Confult however the notes of 
Savaron and Sirmond. 

'♦ Sidonius (1. ii. epiit. 9) has defcribed the cenrttry tife of the GalKc 
nobles, in a vifit which he made to his friends, whofe cftatcs were in 
the neighbourhood of Nifmes. The mosnin*:- hours were fpent in the 
fpharifierium , or tennis-court; or. in the library, which was furnished 
•with Latin authors, profane and religious; the former for the men, 
the latter for the ladies. The table was twice ferved , at dinner and 
Hipper, with hot meat (boiled and roaft) and wine. During the 
intermediate time, the company slept, took the air on horfeback, and 
wfed the warm bath. 

'^ Seventy lines of>panegyric f<os — ^7^), which deftrlbe the im- 
portunity of Theodoric and of Gaul, ftruggling to overcome the modeft 
reluctance of Avitus , are blown away by. three words of an honed 
hlRorian. Romanum umbijfct Imperium (Greg, Turon. 1. il. c. 11. in 
torn. ii. p, I6S.). 

' ^* Tfidore, archbishop of Seville, who was himftlf of the blood 
royal of the Goths, acknowledges, and almoft juftifies (Hift. Goth^ 
p. 718.) the crime which their slave Jornandes had bafely diflTenibled 
(c, 43. p. 673.). 

*^ This elaborate defcription (1. i. ep. ii. p. 1 — 7.) was dictated 
by fome political motive. It was defigned for the public eye , and 
bad been shewn by the friends of Sidonius, before it was inferted in 
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tlie collection of his epiftles. The firft book was pnbHsbed fbparately, ' 
See TiHemont, M^moiies Eccl^f'tdm. xvf. p. 264. 

"I have fupprefled, in this portrait of T.heodoric, feveral minute 
oircuihftances, and technical phrafes, which could be tolerable, or 
indeed intelligible, to tHofe only who, like tl\c contemporaries of 
Sidbniiis, had frequented the markets where naked slaves were expofed 
to fale (Dubos, Hift. critique!, torn, I. p, 404,). " 

'♦ Vidcas ibi elegantiam Graecahi , abundantiaiH Gallicanam; celcri-, 
tatera Italam ; publicam {)ompam , privatam diligentiam , regi^m' 
difeiplinam. 

^" Tunc etiam ego aliquid obfecraturus feliciter vincor, et mihl 
tabula perit ut caufa fklvetur. Sidonius of Auvergne was not a fubject; 
©f Theodoric; but he rtiight be compelled to folicit cither juftice or 
favour at the court of Thouloufe. 

*' Theddoric himfclf had given a folemn and voluntary ^romife of 
fidelity, which was underftood both in Gaul and Spain. 

Romse fum, ts duce Amicus, 

Principe te, MfLES. 

5idon. Pjancgyr.'Avit 5ir. 

** (^useque fin ft pej&gj jactat Qi Bracara dives. 

Aufon.de Claris Urbibus, p. 04 if. 

From the deiign of thje king of the Suevi, it is evident that the naviga« 
Stion from the ports of Gallicia to the Mediterranean was known and 
practifed. The sh?ps of Bracara, or Braga, cautiously fleered along 
the coaft, without daring to lofe themfelves in the Atlantic. 
• *' This Suevfc war is the moft authentic part of the Chronicle of 
Idatius , who, 'as bishop of Iria Plavia, was himfelf a fpectator and a 
firiferer. Jornandes (c. 44. p. <S?'S,676, 677.) has expatiated, with 
pleafure, on the Gothic victory. 

*♦ In one of the porticoes or galleries belonging to Trajan's library; 
among the llatues of famous writers and orators. Sidon. ApoU. I. ix. 
lElpiift. 16. p. 284- CaVm. viii. p. 3^0, 

*' Luxuriofe agere volens ja fenatoribus projectus eft, is the concife 
expreflion of Gregory of Tour? (1. ii. c. xi. in torn. ii. p.. 168.) An 
old Chronicle (in torn. ii. p. 649.) mentions an indecent jeft of Avitus^ 
which feems mdre applicable to Rome than to Treves. 

** Sidonius (Panegyr. Anthem. 302, etc.) praifes the roy^l birth of 
Kicimer, the lawfol heir, as he chufes to inlinuate, both of the Gothic 
and Snevic kingdoms. 

*7 See the Chronicle of Idatius. Jornandes (c. 44. p. 676.) ftyles 
him, with fome truth, virum egregium, ^et pene tunc in Italic ad 
exercitum fingularem. 

*• Parcens innocentide Aviti, is the compaifionate, but contemptuous, 
language of Victor Tunnvoeniis (in Chrpn* apud Scaliger Eufeb.). In 
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. anothtr place, be ealls him, vir tottus limpliciutU. This cooimejto- 
dation is more humble, but it is more folid and fiBcere* thaa the 
praifes of Sidonius. 

** He fuiFered, as it is fuppofed, in the perrecution of Diocletian 
(Tillemont, !Vl6m. EccUf. torn. v. p. 279. 696*). Gregory of Tours, 
his peculiar votary, has dedicated j to the glory of Julian the Martyr, 
an entire book (de Glori& Martyrum, 1. ii. in Max. Bibliot. Patmm, 
torn. xi. p. 861-— 87iOt in ^hich he relates about fifty foolish miraclei 
"performed by his relics. 

"* Gregory of Tours (1. ii. c. xi. p. 168.) is concife, but corrects, 
in the reign of his countryman. The words of Idatius " caret imperio, 
caret et vit& , " feem to imply , that the death of Avitus was violent i 
but it muft have been fecret, lince £vagrius (U ii. c. 7.) could fuppofe^ 
that he died of the plague. 

^' After a modeft appeal to the examples of bis brethren, Virgil and 
Horace, Sidonius honeftly confeiTes the debt, and promifes payments 

Sic mihi diverfo nuper fub Marte cadenti 

Juflifti placido Victor ut efTem animo. 
Servian ergo tibi fervati lingua poetae, 

Atque mese vit^ laus tua fit pretium. 

Sidbn. Apoll. carm« iv. p. 3o8. 

See Dnbos , Hift. critique , tom. I. p. 448 , etc. 

»* The words of procopius defervc to be tranfcribed ; tnog yotg a 

aptryi flrowif ; and afterwards, oatip rcc tu^ f <j ra ? i^jjjco^j furptog yiytuwg^ 
0qBspo^ it T» sg rag ifOiiiJUQvg (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 7. p. 194*); > 
concife but comprehenfive definition of. royal virtue. ■ 

^ ' The Panegyric was pronounced at Lyons before the end of the 
year 4f 8, while the emperor was ftili conful. It has more art than genius, 
and more labour than art. The ornaments are falfe or trivial ; the ex- 
prefiion is feeble and prolix : and Sidonius wants the skill to exhibit the 
principal figure in a ftrong and diftinct light. The private life of Ma? 
jorian occupies about two hundred lines, 107 — 30S. 

3^ She prefTed his immediate death, and was fcarcely fatisfied with his 
difgrace. It should feem , that £tius , like Belifarius and Marlborough , 
was governed by his wife ; whofe fervent piety, though it might work 
miracles (Gregor. Turon. 1. ii. c. 7. p. 162.) was not incompatible with 
bafe and fanguinary eounfels. 

'^^ The Alemanni had paffed the Rhaetian Alps, and were defeated ii\ 
the Campi Canini , or Valley of Bellinzone, through which the Tcfin 
flows, in its defcent fr-om mount Adula, to the Lago Maggiore (Cluver. 
Italia Antiq. tom. i. p. 100, loi.). This boafted victory over nine hundrtd 
Barbarians (Panegyr. Majoiiarn, 373* etc) betrays the ^extreme weakaefs 
of Italy, 
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^^ Imperaiorem me factum ^ P. C. electionis veftrie arbhrio , el 
Ibriillimi exercitus ordinatiawe agnofcite (Novell, M^orian. tit. ii|. 
p. 34- ad Calcem Cod. Theodof. ). Sidonius proclaims the unanimous 
voice of the empire. 

Poilquam ordine vohis 

Ordo omnis regnum dederat; pUhs^ curia ^ miles, "^ 

Et colUga fimiil. 385. 

This language is ancient and conftitutional; and we may obferve* 
that the cUrgy were not yet confidered as a dillinct order of the Aate. 

^7 Either dilationes, or delationes, wouM afford a tolerable reading^ 
but there is much more fenfe and fpirit in the latter, to which I have 
therefore given the preference. 

^' Ab externo hofte et a domefttc& clade Hberavimus : by the latter, 
Majorian mufi underftand the tyranny of Avitus; whofe death he con- 
fequently avowed as a meritorious act. On this occaiion, Sidonius 
is. fearful and obfcnre ; he defcribes the twelve Csefars , the nations 
wof Africa, etc. that he may efcape thd dangerous name of Avitus 
(30^ — 369.). 

'• See the whole edict or cpiftle of Maiorian to the fenate (Novell, 
tit.'iv. p. 34.}. Yet the exprelfion, regnum nofirum^ bears fome taints 
of the age, and does not mix kindly with the word refpuhlica, which 
he frequently repeats. 

** See the laws of Majorian (they are only nine in number, but very 
long and various), at the end of the Theodoiian Code> Novelt. 1. iv. • 
p. 32 — 37- Godefroy has not given any commentary on thefe additional 
pieces. I 

^' Fefifas provincialium vari^ atque multiplici tributorum exaction^ 
fortunas, et extraordinartis fifcalium folotionum onerlbus attritas, ete. 
Novell. Majorian, tit. iv. p. 34. 

^^ The learned Greaves (vol. i. p. 329, 330, 3^1-) has found, by^a 
dih'gent inquiry, that the tfxirei of the Antonines weighed one hundred and 
eighteen, and thofe of the fifth century only lixty- eight, English grains. 
Majoriau gives currency to all gold coin , excepting only the Gallic 
folidus , from its deficiency, not in the weight, but in the ftandaid. 

♦' The whole edict (Novell. Majorian. tit. vi. p. 3S.) is curious. 
'* Antiquarum xdinm diifipAtur fpeciofa conilructio, et ut aliquid repa^ 
,, retur, magna diruuntur. Hinc jam occafio nafcitur, ut etiam uiiu£> 
/ ,-, quifque privatui)i aedificium conftruens, per gratiam judicum .... 
„ prsefumere de piiblicis locis necefiaria, et transferre non dubitet,^* 
etc. \^ith equal zeal, but with lefs power, Petrarch, in the fourteenth 
century, repeated the fame complaints (Vie de Petrarque, torn. i. p. 
S-,6, 327- )• Iflprofecute this Hiftory, 1 shall not be unmindful of 
the decline and fall of the city of Rome i an interefling object, to which 
my plan was originally confined. 

^* The emperor chides the lenity of Rogatian, confular of Tufcany« 
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in a ftyle of ftcrfmonions reproof, vhich founds aim oft like perfonal 
rtfentment (Novell, tit. ix. p. 37.). The law of Majorian, which 
punished obftinate widows , was foon afterwards tepealed by bis 
fucceflbr Severus (Novell. Sever, tit. i. p. 37-). 

*' Sidon. Panegyr. Majorian. 38? — 440. v 

^* The review of the army, and palTage of the Alps , contain the: 
moft tolerable paflages of the Panegyric (470— ssi.). M. de Buat 
(Hill, des Peuples, etc. tom. viii. p. 49 — SS.) is a more i^tlsfactory 
commentator, than either Savaron qr Sirmond. 

♦^ Tx jt^iv otXo/c, tx h Xoyotgi is the juft and forcible diftinction 
of Prifcus (Excerpt. Legat. p, 42.) it^ a short fragment, which throws 
much light on the hifiory of Majorian. Jornandes has fupprelTed the 
defeat and alliance of the Vifigoths , which were folemnly proclaiiptd 
in Galicia ; and are marked in the Qhronicle of Idatius. 

^* Florus , 1. ii. c. 2. He amufes himfelf with the poetical fancy, 
that the trees had been transformed into ships: and indeed the whole 
tranf^ction , as it is related in the firft book of Polybius , deviates 
too much from the probable courfe of human events. 

^* Interea duplici texis dum littore clafTem 

Inferno fuperoque mari, cedit omnis i^ aeqvor] 
Sylva tibi, etc. — r 

Sidon. Panegyr. Majorian 441— 46f« 
The number of ships , which Prifcus fixes at 300, is magnified, by 
an indefinite comparifon with the fleets of Agamemnon, Xerxes, 
and Auguftus. 

'** Procopius de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 8. p. 194. '^hen Genferlc 
conducted his unknown guefi into the arfenal of Carthage , the arms 
flashed of their own accord. Maiorian had tinged bis yellow locl^ 
with a black colour. 

.. «« — Spoliifque potitns 

Immenfis, robur Inxfi jam perdidit omne, 
Qiio valuit dum pauper erat. 

Panegyr. Majorian. 33o. 
^e afterwards applies to Genferic, uojuftly as it should feem, the 
vices of his fubjects. | 

'* He burnt the villages, and poifoned the fprings. (Prifcus, p. 42.) 
Dubos (Hift. critique, tom.i. p. 475) obferves, that the magazines which 
the Moors buried i« the earth, might efcape his deftructive fearch. Two 
or three hundred pits are fometimes dug in the fame place; and each pit 
contains at leaft four hundred bushels of corn. Shaw's Travels, p. 139. 
*' Idatius, who was fafe in Gallicia from the power of Ricxnicr, 
boldly and hone{Hy declares, Vandali per proditores admonid; etc/ he 
diflembles, however, the name of the traitor. 

'♦ Procop. de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 8. p. 194. Th« teftimony of Idatius 
is fair and impartial; " Majorianum de Galliis Romam redeuntem, et 
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9, RomaAo hnperio vel iM>iiiini res neceflarias ordinantem ; Richtm«f 
f^ Hvore percitus , et invidorum confilio fiiltus , fraude interficit circum- 
„ ventum. " Some read Suevorum^ and I am unwilling to efface either 
of the words J as they expreis the different accomplices who united in 
the confpiraGy againft Majorian. 

" See the Epigrams of Ennodius, N^. cxxxv. inter Sirmond Opera ^ 
torn. i. p. 1903. It is flat and obfcore; but Ennodius was made bish,op 
of Pavia fifity years after the death of Majorian, and his praife deferves 
credit and regard. 

'* Sidonius gives a tedious account (1. i. epift. xi. p. 2S — 31. ) of a 
fupper at Aries, to which he was invited^by Majorian, a short time 
before his death. He had no intention of praifing a deceafed emperor; 
but a cafual difinterefted remark, *' Subrifit Auguftus; ut erat, aucto- 
„ ritate fervat!!, cum fe communioni dediffet, joci plenus, " ohtweiglis 
the flx hundred lines of his venal panegyric. 

'7 Sidonius (Pane^yr. Anthem. 317.) di&niiTes him to heaven. 

. Auxerat Auguftus naturae lege Severut 
Divovum numerum. — 

And an old lift of the emperors, compofed aboot the time of Jnftinian; 

praifes his piety, and fixes his refidence at Rome (Sirmond Not. ad 

Sidon. p. IT I, 112.). 
'* Tillemont, who is always fcandalized. by the virtues of Infidels, 

attributes this advantageous portrait of Marcellinus (which Suidas has 

preierved ) , to the partial zeal of fome Pagan hiftorian ( Hift. des Em* 

pereurs, tom. vi. p. 33o.). 

$» Procopius de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 6. p. 19T. In various circum- 

ftances of the life of Marcellinus, It is not eafV to reconcile the Greek 

hiftorian with the Latin Chronicles of the times. 
'* I muft apply to £gidius, the praifes which Sidonius (Panegyr 

Majorian, SSI.) beftows on a hamelefs mafter- general, who com« 
manded the rear- guard of Majorian. Idatius^ from public report, 
commends his Chriftian piety; and Prifctis mentions (p. 42.) his mi* 

litary virtues. ' 

•' Greg. Turon.l. li, c. 12. in tom. ii. p. i«8. The Pere Daniel, whofe 

ideas were fuperficial and modern, has ftarted fome objections agaiqft the 
ftory of Childeric Hift. de France, tom. i. Preface Hiftorique, p. Ixxviii. 
etc.) : but they have been fairly fatisfied by Dubos (Hift. critique , tom. i. 
p. 460 — ^10.), and by two authors who difputed the prize of the 
Academy of Soiffons (p. 131-— *I77. 3io — 339-). With regard to the 
term of Childeric*s exile, H is neceffary either to prolong the life of 
iEgidius beyond the date afiigned by the Chronicle of Idatius ; or to 
correct the text of Gregory , by reading ^u^rro anno , inftead of oc/avo. 

^^ The naval war of Genferic is defcnbed by Prifcus (Excerpta Lega^ 
tion. p. 42.), Procopip (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 5. p. i89, 190. and 
c. 22. p. 228.), Victor Viteofis <d« Perlecut. Vandal. 1. i. c* 17. 1 and 
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Rotnart, p. 4tf7-<^4Si.}, and in the three panegyrics of Sidonias^ 
whofc chronological order is abfurctty tmnlpofed in the editions both 
of Savaron and Sirmond. (Avit. Carm. vii. 44i^~4Si. Majorian , 
Cana. v. 317 — * S50. 385— 440. Anthem. Carm. ii. 348 — 386.) 
In one paiTage the poet feems infpired by his fubject, and expreffes a 
ftrong idea , by a lively image : 

— - Hinc Vandaliis hoftis 
Utget; et in noilrum numerosft claife qnotannis 
Militat excidtura; convcrfoque ordine Faii 
Torrida Caucafeos infert mihi Byrfa furores. 

" The poet himfelf is compelled |o acknowledge the diftrefs of 
Kicimer : 

Praeterea invirtns Ricimer, quern publica fkta 
Refpiciunt, propria folus vix Maru rcpellit 
Piratam per rura vagum • • " , 

luly addreiTes her complaint to the Tyber, and Rome, at the folici. 
tation of the river god, tranfports herf^If to Conftantinople, renounees 
her ancient claims , and implores the friendship of Aurora , the godflelk ' 
of the Eaft. This fabulous machinery , which the genius of Claiidian 
bad ufed and abufed, is the conftant and nuferable refource of th« 
mufe of Sidonius. 

^^ The original authors of the reigns of Marcian, Leo, and Ztnn^ 
are reduced to fome imperfect fragmetus , whofe deficiencies muft be 
fupplied from the more recent compilations of Theophanes , Zonaras , 
and Cedrenus. 

*' St« Fulcheria died A. D. 453 » four years before hefnominal 
husband;- and her feilival is celebrated en the loth of September \)i 
the modern Greeks: she bequeathed an immenfe patrimony to pious, 
or at leaft to ecdefiailica] , ufes. See TillemoAt» M6moire8 Eccl6£ 
tom. XV. p. I8i — 184. 

*^ See Procopius de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 4« p* I85. 

•^^Frora this difability of Afpar to afcend the throne, it may be 
inferred that the {lain of Hertfy was perpetual and indelible, while 
that of Barharifm dilap^eared in the feoond generation. 

^* 'theophanes, p. 95. This appears to bethe firft origin of a ceremony, 
which all the Chriilian princes of the world have liiice adopted t and 
from which the clergy have deduced the nipft formidable cotifequences.. 

'' Cedrenus (p. 345, 346. ), who was converfant with the writers 
of better days, has preferved the remarkable words of Afpar, l3xo-t>\£v 

7* The power of the Ifaurians agitated the EalEern empire in the 
two , fucceeding reigns of ,Zeno and Anaftafius; but it ended in the 
Aeftruction of thofc Barbarians, who maintained their fierce indepen- 
dence about two hundred and thirty years. 
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'7x I Tali tu civis ab urbe 

Trocopio genitore micas $ cui prifca propago 
Augufiis venit a proavis. 

The poet ( Sidon. Panegyr. Authem. 67 — 30^- ) then proceeds to relate 
the private life and fortunes of the future emperor > with which he^ 
muft have been very imperfectly acquainted. 

7^ Sidonius difcovers, with tolerable ingenuity, that this difap* 
pointment added new luftre to the virtues of Anthemius (210, eic.)» 
who declined one fceptre, and reluctantly accepted another (2a, etc.). 
^^ The poet again celebrates the unanimity of all orders of the 
flate (IS — 22.): and the Chronicle of Idatius mentions the forces 
which attended his march. 

7^ Interveni autem nuptiis Patricii Ricimeris , cui filia perennis 
Augufti in fpem publicse fecuritatis cofiulabatur. The journey of Sido- 
nius from Lyons, and the feftival of Rome , are defcribed with fome 
fpirit. L. i. epift. S. p- 9 — l^. £piil. 9. p. 21. 

7^ Sidonius (1. i. epiit. 9. p. 23, 24.) very fairly ilates his motive, 
his labour, and his reward. '* Hie ipfe Panegyricus^ fi non judicium, 
certe eventum , boni operis» accepit. " He was made bishop of 
Clermont, A. D. 47i< Tillemont, M^m. EccUf. torn. xvi. p. 750. 

^^ The palace of Anthemius fiood on the banks of the Propontis. In 
the ninth century, Alexius, the fon-in-law of the emperor Theophilus^ 
obtained permilSon to purchafe the ground; and ended his days in a 
monaftery which he founded on that delightful fpot. Ducange, Conftan- 
tinopolis Chriftiana« p. II7« 152. 

77 Papa Hilarus . . . apud beatum Pejtrum Apoftolum, palam ne id 
iieret clar& voce conftrinxit« in tantum ut non ea facienda cum inter- 
poiitione juramenti idem promitteret Imperator. Gelafius Epiftol. ad 
Andronicum, apud Baron. A. D. 4^7' N". 3. The cardinal obferves, 
with fome complacency , that it was much eafier to plant hereiies at 
Conftantinoplej than at Rome. 

7* Damafcius, in the. life of the philofopher Ifidore, apud Photium, 
p. T049. DamaCcius, who lived under Juftinian, compofed another 
work, conftfting of 570 preternatural ftories of fouls, dxmons, appa- 
ritions , the dotage of Platonic Paganifm. 

7* In the poetical works of- Sidonius, which he afterwards condemned 
(ix. epift. 16. p. 285.;, the fabulous deities are the principal actors. 
If Jerom was fcourged by the angels for only reading Virgil; the 
bishop of Clermont , for fuch a vile imitation , deferved an additional 
whipping from the mufes. 

■• Ovid. (Faft. 1. ii. 2fi7 — 452.) has given an amufing defcription of 
the follies of antiquity, which ftill infpired fo much refpect, that a 
grave magiftrate, running naked through the ilreets, was nut an object 
of aftonisbment or laughter. 

*' See Dipnyf. Halica^n. 1. i. p. 25. 65. edit. Hudfon. The Roman 
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Antiquaries* Donatus, 0- "• c. ig. p. I73, 174.) and Najjinj ^p^ 
386, 387* )> have laboured to afcertain the true iituation of the 
Lupercal. 

•* Baronius published, from tbc MSS. of the Vatican, this cpjftlc of 
pope Gelafius (A. I). 496. N^ 28 — 4S.)» which is entitled Adverfus 
Andromacbum Senatorem , cseterofqiie Konianosi qui Lupercalia fe- 
cundum morem priftinum colenda cooHituebat. Gelaiius always Tup-' 
pofes that his adverraries are nominal Chriftians, and that he may not 
yield to them in abfurd prejudice, he imputes to this harmlefs feftival, 
all the calamities of the age. 

" Itaque nos quibus totius raundi regimen commifit fuperna pro* 
vifio .... Pius et triumpha tor Temper Auguftus filiusnofter Anthemius, 
licet Divina Majeftas et npfira creatio pietati ejus plenam Imperii 
commiferit poteftatem* etc. . . . Such is the dignified flyle of Leo, 
whom Anthemius refpectfully names, Dominus et Pater mens Princeps 
fiicratifTimus Leo. See Novell. Anthem, tit. ii, iii. p. 38. ad calcem 
Cod. Theod. 

^* The expedition of Heraclius is clouded with difficulties (Tille- 
mont, Hifi. des Empereurs, tom. vi. p. 640.), and it requires fome 
dexterity to ufe the circumftances afforded by Theophanes, without 
injury to the more refpectable evidence of Pi'ocopiufi. 

•* The march of Cato from Berenice, in the province of Cyrene, 
was much longer than that of Heraclius from Tripoli. He pafTed the 
deep fandy dcfert in thirty days, and it was found neceffary to pro- 
vide, llefides the ordinary fupplies, a great number of skins filled with 
.water, and fevcral .Pfylli^ wbto were fuppofed to poflTefs the art of 
fucking the wounds which had been made by the ferpe«ts 'of their 
native country. See Plutarch "in Caton. UticenH tom. iv. p. 27^< 
Strabon. Geograph. I. xvii. p. 1193. 

" The principal fum is clearly exprefTed by Proc6pius (dd Bell. 
Vandal. L i. c. vi. p. 191. >» the fmaller conftituent parts, which Til- 
lemont (Hill, des Empereurs, tom. vi. p. 396.) has laboriously col- 
lected from the Byzantine writers , are lefs certain , and lets important. 
The hiftorian Malchus laments the public mifery (Excerpt, ex Suida 
in Corp. Hifl. Bezant, p. ^8.}; but he is furely unjufl, when he 
charges Leo with hoarding the treafures which he extorted from the 
pvple. 

■7 This promontory is forty miles from Carthage (Procop. I. i. c. 6. 
jp. 192.) and twenty leagues from Sicily (Shaw*s Travels, p. 89.). 
Scipio landed farther in the bay, at the fair prompntory; fee the ani- 
mated defcription of Livy , xxix. 26, Z7, 

•■ Theophanes (p. 100.) affirms that many ships of the Vandals 
were funk. The affertion of Jornandes (de SucceiOone Kegn.), that 
Bafilifous attacked Carthage , muil be underilood in a very qualified 
fenfe. 

*' Dinlafcins 
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•• Damarcius in Vlt. Ifidor; apud Phot. p. 1048. It will appear, by 
«bmparing the three short chtonides of the times, that MarcelliAui 
had fought near Carihage^ and was killed in Sicily. 
> *• For the African war, fee Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. Li. c. 6. 
.p. 191, 192, 193.) ♦ Theophanes (p. 99, loo, loi.), Cedrenus (p. S^^t 
3^0.), and Zonaras (torn. ii. 1. xi?. p. so, 51. )i . Mojitefquieu (Con'- 
liderations fur la Grandeur ^ etc. c, xx. tom. iii. 497.) has made a 
judicious obfervation on the failure of thefe great naval armaments. 
, '' Jornandes is our befl guide through the reigns of Theodoric II. 
and Euric (de Rebus Geticis, c. 44, 45, 4«, 47- p. <575 — 6Si.U 
Idatius ends too foon^ and Ifidore is too fpflring of the information 
which he might have given on the affairs of Spain. The events that 
relate to Gaul are laboriously illuftrated in the third book of the AbbI 
Bubos, Hiftk critique, tom. i. r» ^^^ — ^^o» 

^^ See Mariana i Hid. Hifpan. tom. i. 1. v. c. 5. p. ^62* 

^' An imperfect, but original « picture of Gaul, more erpeelally of 
Auvergnej is shewn by Sidonius; who, as a fenator, and afterwards 
as a bishop, was deeply intereited in the fate of his country. Seel. v'» 
epift. I. 5- 9, etc. » ' 

^* Sidonius* 1. iii; epift. 3« p* C% —^68. trreg; Tiiroii. 1. 11. c. 24. fii 
tom. ii. pi 174* Jornandes, c. 45. p. 675. Perhaps Ecdicius was only 
the fon-in-law of Avitus^ his wife*s foh by another husband. 

^' Si nullse a republic^ vires, nulla prsefidia^ fi nnllae, quantum 
tumor eft, Anthemii principis opes, ftatuit, te auctore, nobiiitas feu 
patriam dimittere feu capillos ( Sidon. 1. ii. spift. i; p. 33. ). The laft 
words (Sirmond Not. p. 25.) may likewife denote the clerical tonfure^ 
which was indeed the choiee of Sidonius himfelf. 

^* The hiftory of thefe Britons may be traced in Joi*liandes (c. 45. 
p. 678.), Sidonius (1. iii. epiftol. 9. p. 73, 74. )i and Gregory af Tours 
<1. ii. c. 18; in tom. ii. p; i?o.). Sidonius (who ftyles thefe mer* 
cenary troops argutos, armatos, tumultuofos^ virtute, numero, con* 
tubernio, contumaces) addrefFes thcit general in a tojie of friehdshi^ 
and familiarity. 

*7 See SidoliiuS;^ 1* i. epift. 7* P- I5 - — 20, with Sirmond's notes* 
This letter does honour to his heart, as well as to his underftandingr* 
The profe of Sidonius, however vitiated by a falfe and aifccted tafte, 
is much fuperior to his infipid yerfes^ 

*^ ^hen the Capitol ceafed to be a temple, it Mrzt appropriated to 
the ufe of the civil magiftrate; and it ii ftill^th^ reiidence of the 
Roman fenator. The jewellers , etc. might be all^*iHd to exppfe their 
precious wares in the porticoes; 

'^ Hxc ad regem Gothorum, charta Videbatur emittt , pacem cunt 
Grseco Imperatore difTuadens, Britannos fuper Ligerim lit&s inipugw 
iiari opportere demonftrans , cum liursuiidionibus jure gemiqm GalUa$ 
dividi debere confirmans. 
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>«* Stnattfconfultum Tiherianum (SitnfnH Kot. p. 17.); bat thtP 
law allowed only ten days between the fentence and execution: the 
Iremaining twenty were added in the reign of Theodofins. ' 

^*' Catilina feculi noftri. Sidonins, 1. liii epift. i. p, 33; L ▼• 
cpift. 13. P- U3; 1. vii. epift* 7- p. I8^. He execrates the crimef, 
and applauds the punishment, ofSeronatus, perhaps with the ind»g« 
nation of a virtuous citizen , perhaps with the refentment of a per« 
fonal enemy. 

'«> Ricimer, under the reign of Antbemius, defeated anil slew f« 
l»attle Beorgor, kiog of the Alani (Jornandes, c. 4^. p. 678 J« His 
£fter had married the king of the Burgundians, and he maintained 
an intimate connection with the Sue vie colony eftablished in Pannonia 
and NoricunK 

''^^ Galatam concitatnm. Sirmond (in his notes to Ennodius) 
applies this appellation to Anthemius himfelf. The emperor wat 
l^rohably born in the province of Galatia , whofe inhabitants, the 
Oallo- Grecians, were Cuppofed to unite the vices of a favage, and a 
corrupted, people. 

'**^ Epiphanius was thirty years bishop of Pavia (A.* B. 467 — 497; 
lee Tillemont, M6m.~ EccUf. tom. xvi. p. 7^80. His name and actions 
would have been unknown to pofterity, if Ennodius, one of his fuc- 
ceflbrs» had not written his life (Sirmond Opera, tom. i. p. 1647— « 
1691.); in which he reprefents him as one of the greateft characters 
•f the age. 

"5 Ennodius (p. 16^9 — I664.) has related this embalTy of Ept* 
flianius; and his narrative, verbofe and turgid as it muft appear^ 
illuftrates fome curious paifages in the fall of the VTeftera empire. 

"** Prifcus Excerpt. Legation, p. 74. ProcopiuS de BelL Vandal. I. I. 
c. 6. p. T9i« Eudoxia and her daughter were reftored after the d^ath 
of Najorian. Perhaps the confulshfp of Olybrius (Ai D. 464.) was 
Ibeft'owed as a nuptial prefent. 

^^7 xhe hoftile appearance of Olybrius is fixed (notwithftanding the 
•pinion of Pagi) by the duration of his reigUi The fecrct connivance 
of Leo is acknowledged by Theophanes, and the Pafchal Chronicle. 
We are ignorant of his jnotives; but, in this obfcure period, our 
ignorance ext€n#5 to the moft public and important facts. 

^^* Of the fourteen regions* or quarters, into which Rome was 
divided by Auguftus , only one^ the Janiculum, lay on the Tufcan 
Dde of the Tyber. But. in the fifth cbntnry, the Vatican fuburb' 
formed a confiderable city ; and in the ecclefiaittcal dillribution , which 
had been recently made by Simplicius, the reigning pope, ei¥o of the 
ftven regions, or parishes, of Rome, depended on the church of St. 
Peter. See Nardinl Roma Antica, p. 67. It would reqvire a tedious 
diiTertation to mark the circnmftances , in which I am inclined to 
depart from the topography of that learned Roman. 



THIRTY-SIXTH CHAPTER. 3^1 

*** Nupet Aiithemii ft Ricimcrfs civili furore fubverfa eft. Gcw 
iaiitis ill Epift. ad Aiidtomach. apud Baron. A. D. 496< N*. 42^ 
Sigonins (torn. i. h %\Vi de Occidentali Impetlo^ p. 541, ^43.) and 
Muratori (Annali d'ltalia, torn. iv. p. idS^ 309. )• with the aid of 
a lefs imperfect MS. of the Hiftotia Mifcella, have illnftrated this darts 
and bloody tranfaction. 

'^** Such had been the fxva ac deformis ttrbe tOti faci«s« when 
Rome was aiTaulted and ftormed by the troopsi of Vefpafiafi (fte Tacit« 
Hift. iii. 824 83O; and every caufe of tnifchief had fince acquired 
much additional energy. The revolution of ages may bring round the 
fame calamities ; but ages May revolve , without producing a Tacitui 
to defcribe them. * 

*" See Ducange, tamiliac fi^zantin. p. ^4, 7^. Areobindus, wht» 
appears to Jiave married the niece of the emperor Juftiniaui was the 
eighth defcendant of the elder Theodoflus. 

''* Th^ laft revolutions of the Weftei'n empire are feintly marked 
in Theophanes (p. I02.)4 Jornandes (c. 4^^ p. 6?9>), the Chronicle 
4)f Marcellinus, and the Fragments of an anonymous >vriter, pttbUsheil 
by Valeiius at the end of Ammiantts (p. ^16, 717O. If Photius had 
not been fo wretchedly ccncife , we should derive much information 
from the contemporary hifiories of Malchus, and Candidus. See hii 
Extracts, p. '17a -*-. 179. 

**' See Greg. Turon. L il e. 28. itt torn. ii» p. ty^. Diibos, Itift*' 
critique , tom. i. pi 613* By the murder^ or death, of his tt^o brothers* 
Gundobald acquired the fole pofTefTion of the kingdom of Burgundy^ 
whofe ruih was hailened by their difcotd. 

"^Julius Nepos armispariter Oimmus Anguftns ac moHbuf^ Sidoniui^ 
1. V. ep. t6. p. lis. Kepos had given to EediciUs the title of patricianTg 
Ivhich Ahthemius hiad promifed* de^eiiforis Anthemii fidem abfolvit 
See 1- viii. ep; ?♦ p. 224. 

*^* Epiphanius was fent ambafihdor from Nepos to the ViCgothSj 
(or the purpofe of afcertaining the fines Imperii Italici (Ehnodius ia 
Sirmond « torn, ii p« . I65s. iS<(90* His pathetic difcourfe concealed 
the difgraceful fecret, which foon excited the Juil and bitter complaiAta 
of the bishop of Clermont. 

^^* Malchus, apud Phot. p. l7i- Ennod. Epigram. Ixxxii. in Sirmond 
Oper. tom. i. p. 1879* b'ome doubt may however be raifed on the 
identity of the emperor and the archbishop. 

^'7 Our knowledge of thefe mercenaries, ^ho fubverted the Weftera 
empire* is derived from Frocopius (de Bell. Gothico* 1. i. c. i. p. 308.). 
The popular opinion < and the recent hiftorians, re^prefeat Odoacer ill 
the falfe light oi^firanger^ and a king, who invaded Italjr with an 
army of foreigners, his native fubjects. 

'*' Oreftes^ qui eo tempore quando Attila .ad ItaJiam venit, fe illi 
iuQxit^ «t ejus notarius factiis fuerat. Anonym. Valef. p» 71^. He i>A 
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miftaken in the date ; but we may credit Ids alTertion, tliat the fecretary 
f f Attila was the father Of Anguftulus. 

^'» SeeEnnodius (in Vit. Epipban. Sirmoid, torn. i. p. |6«9« I670.). 
He adds weight, to the narrative of Procophit, though we may doulKt 
whether the devil actually contrived the fic£e of Pavia. to diftreli th« 
l^ishop and his floch. 

'>** Jornandes, c. 53 « 54* P* 692-— 6^5. M. de BUat (Hift. det 
]»eup1es de TEurope* torn. viii. p. sit^'-^aiS.) has clearly explained 
the origin and adventures of Odoacer. I am almoft inclined. to believe^ 
that he was the fifime who pillaged Angers', and commanded a fleet o^ 
Saxon pirates on the ocean. Oreg. Turon. 1. ii. c. I8. in torn, ii, p. 170. 
'^' Vade ad Italiam, vade viliffimis nnnc pellibus coopertus: fed 
ihultis cito plurima largiturus. Anonym. Valef. p. 7i7. He quotes 
the life of St. Sevcrinus, which is extant » and contains much unknowa 
and valuable hiilory; it was compofed by his difciple Engipius (A. IX 
51T.), thirty years afler his death. See Tillemonty M£m. Eccl^C 
«om. xvi. p. 168 — I'si. 

^* Theophanes, who calls him a Goth, atffirms , tt^fit he witf 
educated, nurfed iT^oc(^svros) f in Italy (p. 102.), and asi^is Ifrong 
cxpreflion will not bear a literal interpretation « it muft be explained 
hy long fervice in the Imperial guards. 
- **^ Nomen regis Odoacer aflTumpfit, cn]» tamen neque purpura nee 

.regalibus utcretur infignibus. CaiBodor. in Chron. A. D. 476. He 
jfeems to have afiumed the abftract title of a king, without applying 

,^it to any particular nation or country. 

'^^ Matchus, whofe lofi excites our regret, has prefervH (in Ex« 
cerpt» Legat. p. 93-) this extraordinary emba)!V from the &nate t« 
Zenp. the anonymous fragment (p. 7I7«)9 and the extract from 
Candidns (apud Phot. p. 176.), are likewife of fome ufe. 

''< The precife year in which the Weftern empire was extinguished, 
is not pofitively afcertained. The vulgar xra of A. D. 476 , appears 
to have the fanction of authentic chronicles. But the two dates 
afUgned by Jornandes (c. 46. p. 68O), would delay that great ^vent 

.^to the year 479: and though M. de Bnat has overlooked his evidence* 

'he produces (tom. viii. p. 261— — 28S0 many collateral circumilances 
in fupport of the fame opinion. 

^** See his medals in Ducange (Fam. Byzantin. p. 81.), Prifcus 
(Excerpt. Legat. p. S6. Maffei OiTervazlont Letterarie, tom. ii. p. 314-^ 
V7e may allege a famous and fimilar cafe. The meaneft fubjects df 
the Roman empire alTumed the illufirtous name of Patricius , which, 
by the converiion 6f Ireland, has been communicated to a whole 
nation. 

'^7 Ingrediens autem Ravennam depofuit Anguilulum de regno, 
eujus infantiam mifertus conceffit ei fangufnem; et quia pulcher era't, 
tamen donavit ei reditnm fex millia folidos , et miflt eum intra Caiif* 
^am^m-eum parentibus fuis iiberc vivere. Anon)^. Valef. p. 716. 
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^tnandes fays (c; 4<>* p. 680.) • in LucuUano Catnpanise cafiello exilil 
poena daVnnavit. 

, '^' See the eloquent DedamaHon of Seneca (epift. Ixxxvi.)* Thtf 
philofopher miglit have recollected « that all luxury is relative; aii4- 
that the elder Scipio, whole manners were polished by fiudy and eon^' 
variation, was himfelf accufed of that vice by his ruder contemporaries 
(iivy, xxix. 19. '. 

^^* Sylla, in the language of a foldier, praifed his f emitf r^q/frtfmeMiiit' 
<Flin. Hiil. Natur. xviii. 7. )' Fhaedrus « who makes Ks shady walks 
Uitia viridia) the fcene of an infipid fable (ii, 5*}« has thus defcrlbe4 
the iituation : 

Csefar Tiberius quam petens Neapolim, 
In Mifeneafem villam veniflTet fuam ; 
Quae mbnte fuitimo poiita LuculH manu 
Trofpectat Siculum et profpicit I'ufcum mare* 
Mj« From feven myriads and a half to two hundred and fifty myriadt 
of drachmae. Yet even, in the poiTeffion of Marius , it was a luxurious 
retirement. The Romans derided his indolence: they foon bewailed 
Ills activity, ^ee Plutarch, in Mario, torn. ii. p. 524. 

''' Lucullus had other villas of equal » though various, magnificence* . 
at Baiae, Naples, Tufculum, etc. He boailed that he changed h«)s 
climate with the ftorks and cranes. Plutarch » in LuculL torn. iiK 
p. 193. 

"^ Severinus died in Noricum, A. D. 48s. Six years afterwards*. 
Ills body, which fcattered miracles as it pafTed, was tranfported by 
his difcipjes into Italy. The devotion of a Neapolitan lady invited the . 
faint to the Lucullan villa, in the place of Auguftulus« who was^ 
probably no more. See Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 49$. N<*. %o^ 
5r.) and Tiilemont (M^m. EccHf. tom. xvi. p. 178 — 181), from the 
original life by Eugtpius. The narrative of the laft migration of Seve- 
rinus to Naples, is likewife an authentic piece. 

''' The confiilar Fafti may be found in Pagi or Muratori. The confuTs 
named by Odoacer, or perhaps by the Roman fenate» appear to have, 
been acknowledged in the Eailern empire. 

*'^ Sidonius ApoUinaris (1. i. epift. 9. p. 32. edit. Sirmond ) lias 
compared the two leading fenators of his time (A. IK 4^8.), Hennadius 
Avienus^ and Caecina Bafilius. To the former he affigns the fpecinus, 
to the latter the folid, virtues of public and private life. A Bafilius 
Junior, poflibly his fon, was conful in the year 480. 

*.J5 Epiphanius interceded for the people of Pavia; and tne king firft 
granted an indulgence of five years , «<iid afterwards 'relieved them 
from the oppreffion of Pclagius, the Praetorian praefect (Ennodius, in 
\\t. St. Epiphan. in Sirmond. Oper. tom. i. p. 1670, T672. ). 

■'* See Baronius, Annal. Ecclef, A. D. 483. N**. 10 — i^. Sixteen 
years afterwards, the itregular proceedings of Bafilius were condemned 
.by pope Symmacbus in a Roman fynod. ^ 
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'"^ The wars of Odoacer are concirely mentioned by Paul the Deacon 
C4e Geft. Lansobard, ]. i,. c. 19. p. 757. edit. Grot.), and in the two 
Chronicles of Caffiodorius and Cufpintan. The life of St. Severinus* 
h9 Engipius, which the count de Buat, (Hift. des Peuples » etc. torn, 
viii. c. I. 4. 8- 9. ) has diligently ftudied , illu(lrates the ruin of NQ'* 
ticum and the Bavarian antiquities. 

'3* Tacit. Annal. ili. S3. The Recberches fur rAdminiflration des 
Terres cbez les Eomains (p. 3si — 26i.) clearly fi^te the progrefs of 
latemal decay. 

''• A famine, which afflicted Italy at the time of the irruption of 
Odoacer, king of the Heruli , is eloquently defcribed in profe and 
*verfe , by a French poet (Les Mois, torn. ii. p. 174* 206» edit.' in 
ismo. ). I am ignorant, from whence he derives his information; but I 
am well aflTured (hat he relates fome facts incompatible with the trutH 
flf hiitory. 

'**^ See the xxxixth epiftle of St. Ambrofe, as it is quoted by 
Mnratpri , fopra \p Antichit^ Italtane , torn. i. UilTert. xxi. p. 354. 

ff^ iEinilia, Tufcia, ceteraeque provinciae in quibus hominum prope 
abIIus exiftit. Gelafius , Epift. ad Andromachum, ap, Baronium, 
Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 4^6, N*>. 36. 

^** Verumqu9 ^onfitentibus , latifundia perdidere Italiam. Plin. Hift. 
Kntur. xviii. 7. 

•'♦J Uuch are the topics of confolation , or rather of patience, which 
Cicero (^d Familiares, 1. ix. epift. 17.) fuggefts to his friend Papiriu« 
Pfttus, under the military defpotifm of Cxfar. The argument, 
however, of ** vivere pulcberrinmm duxi, " is more forcibly addreiTe^ 
to a Roman philpfbpher, w^o poiTeiTed the free altf motive of Ufe pf 
lUath. 



CHAP. XXXVI !• 

' The origin of the monaftic inftitution has been laboriously dtfcuilVd 
%Y Thomailin (DiCcipline de PEglife , torn. i. p. 1419 — 1426>) and 
Helyot (Hift. des Ordres Monaftiques, tom, i. p. Y*^66.)f Thefe 
authors are very learned and tolerably honeft, and their difference of 
opinion shews the fubject in its full extent. Yet the cautious Proteftant, 
who diftrufts any popish guides , may confult the feventh book of 
pingham's Chriftian Antiquities. 

' See Eufeb. Demonftrat. Evangel. (1, i. p. lo, si, edit. Grace. Rob. 
Stephani, Paris, 1545- )• In his Eccleiiaftical Hiftory , published 
twelve years after the Demooftration , Eufet^ius (1. ij. c. 17.) aiTerts 
the Chriftianity of the Therapeutae ; but he appears igpor^nty t||at ^ 
ft^MUr ijiftitujioij was wtuajly revived in Fgyj>tt 
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' Calfian ( Collat. xviii. 5. ) claims this origin fbjr the infiitntion ^ 
Ihe CmnoHtes, which gradually decayed till it ^vas teftored by Anton|^ 
and his difciples. 

♦ iiOiXtjxbirecrov y»p rt x^tuiM tt^ tx^tQpt^aq iX^aroc ^«f « ©gy ^ rotxvrif 
^iXovoTitx. Thefe are the cxprcflive words of Sozomen, who copiously 
and agreeably defcribes (1. i. c. ii, 13, 14.) the origin and progrefs 
of this monkich philofophy (fee Suicer. Thefaur. Ecclef torn. ii. 
p. 1441* )• Some modern writers, Lipfius (torn. iv. p. 448. Manuduct. 
ad Philof. Stoic, iii. ISO, and LaMothe le Vayer (torn. ix. de la Vertft 
-des Payens , p. 228 -<— 26%. >, have compared the Carmelites to the 
Pythagoreans , and the Cynics to the Capudns. 

^ The Carmelites derive their pedigree, in regulat fucceflion, frotit 
the prophet Elijah (fee the Thefes ofBeziers, A. D. 1682. in 6ayle*9 
Nouvelles dp la R^pnblique des Letters » Oeuvres, torn. i. p. 82, etc. 
and the prolix irony of the Ordres Monaftiques, an anonymous work, 
torn. i. pt I — 433. Berlin, I7SI.}. Rome, and the inquifition of 
Spain , iilenced the profane criticifm of the Jefuits of Flanders (Helyol, 
Hift. des Ordres Nonaftiques, torn. i. p. 2S2 — 300.),^ ^nd the itatue 
of Elijah, the Carmelite, has been erected In the church of St. Petetf 
< Voyages du P. Labat* torn. iii. p. 870. 

^ Plin. Hift. Natur. v, i^. Gens Tola, et in toto orbe prseter ceterat 
mira , fine ull& feminfl, omni venere abdkatd, fine pecunii, focia. 
palmarum. Ita per feculomm millia (incredibile dictu) gens xterns 
eft in qu& nemo nafcitur^ Tam foecunda illis aliorum vitae pcenitentia 
eft. He places them juft beyond the noxious influence of thtf 
lake , and names Engaddi and Mafada as the aeareft towns. Th» 
Laura , and monaftery of St. Sabas , tould not be far diftant front, 
■this place. See ReUnd. Fale^in. torn. i. p. 29$* tom. ii. p« 763* S?4*l 
880. 890. 

' See Athanaf. Op. tom. ii. p. 4?o — r SOf. «Bd the Vit Patrum,' 
p. 26 -TT- 74. with Rofweyde^s Annotations* The former is the Greets 
original; the latter, a very ancient Latin verfion by Evagrius, the 
friend of St. Jerom. \ 

' T^oc/niJiocrx fJLtv juLxhiv hk rvSG^sr^. Athanaf. tom. ii. iff Tit, St. 
Anton, p. 452.; and the aflertion 'of hi£ total ignorance has heeiv 
received by many of the ancients and moderns. But Tillemont (M^m. 
Eccl^r^ tom. vii. p. 6^6.) shews, by forae probable arguments, thai 
Antony could read and write in the Coptic his native tongue; and. 
that hp was only a ftranger to the Greek letters. The philofophet 
Synefius (p. si.) acknowledges, that the natural genius of Antonio 
4id not require the aid of learning. f 

• Antra, autem erant ei trccentae uberes, et valde optimae f Vit. 
?atr. I. i. p. 36.). If the Arura be a fquare mcafure of a hundred 
Egyptian cubits (Rofweyde, Onomafticon ad Vit.. Patrum.p. ioi4.» 
1015.); and the Egyptian cubit |^U ages be eqnal to twenty-tv* 

^ Aa'4 
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ISnglish inches (Graves, vol. i. p. 3330 » the arura will confift of 
#bout three quarters of an English acre. . - 

'• The defcription of the monaftery is given by Jerom (torn, i^ 
p. £4S» 349. in Vit. Hilarion)', and the P. Stcard (MilTions du Le- 
vant, torn. y. p. isi- — :»oo)» Their accounts cannot always be re>- 
conciled: the Father painted from his fancy, and the Jefuit from his 
experience, 

" Jerom, torn, i. p, 146. ad Eufiochium. Hift. Laufiac c, 7. in 
Vit. Patrum^ p. 712. The P. Sicard (Miffions du Levant, torn ii, 
p. 29 — 79.) viiited, and has defcribed, this defert, ^hich now con- 
tains fonr monafteries, and twenty or thirty monks. See D'Anville 
JJefcrlption de TBgypte , p. 74. 

'* Tabenne is a fmall island in the Nile, in the diocefe of Tentyra 
Dr Dendera , between the modern town of Girge and the ruins uf 
ancient Thebes (D'Anville, p. 194'.). JM, de Tilleuiont doubts whether 
.at was an isle; but I may conclude, from his own facts, that the 
primitive name was afterwards transferred to the great monastery of 
Ban or Pabau (M^m. Eccl^f. torn. vii. p. 678. 688.), 

'^ See. in the Codex Regularum (published by Lucas Holftenius, 
Kome, 1661.) a preface of St. Jerom to bis Latin verfion of the Rule 
of Fachomius , tom. i« p. 61. 

*♦ Rufin. c. s. in Vit, Patrum, p. 4^9- He calls it, civitas ampla 
valde et populofa , and reckons twelve churches. Strabo cl. xvii* 
p. 1166.), and Ammianus (xxii. 16.) have made honourable mention 
of Oxyrinchus, whofe inhabitants adored a fmaU Qsh in a magnificent 
temple. 

^^ Quanti populi habentur in upbibus, tantae paene habentur in 
(ielertii multitudines monachornm. Rufin. c, 7* in Vit. Patrum, p.4-6U 
)le congratulates the fortunate change. 

'^ The introductign of the monafiic life into Rome and Italy, is 
occaConally mentioned by Jerom (tom. i. p. 119, 120. 199.). 

'7 5ce the Life of Rilarion^ by St. Jerom (tom» i. p. 241* 2^2.). 
^he ftories of Paul, Hilarion, and Malchus, by the fame authoi:, 
are admirably told ; and the only defect of thefe pleafing compofitions 
is the want of truth and common fenfe. 

^" His original retreat was ip a fmall village on th.e banks of the 
Iris, not far from Neo. Csefarea. The ten or twelve years of his 
liionaftic life were dif^urbed by long and frequent avocations. Some 
critics have difputed the authenticity of his Afcetic rules ; but the 
external evidence is weighty, and they can only prove, that it is the 
"work of a real or affected enthuiiaft. See Tillemont , M^m. EccUf. 
torn. ix. p. 636 — 4^44. ^Helyot« Hifl. des Qrdres Monaftiques, tom. I. 
J,. 175 — 181. 

' " See his Life, and the Three Dialogues by Sulpicius SeveruS, who 
aflerts. (Dialog, i. 16.), that the bookfellers of Rome were ^elightea 
With ihe a*>ict^ and ready fale of^lli^ fOf ular worJs» 
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A? When Bilarion fa?!ed from Parsetonium to Cape Pachynus , he 
offered to pay his paflage with a book of the Gofpels. Fofthumian »' 
a Gallic monk, who had viiited Egypt, ^ found a merchant- ship 
bound from Alexandria to Marfeillcs , and performed the voyage in 
thirty days' (Sulp. Sever. Dialog, i. i.). AthanaCus , who addfefled 
bis Life of St. Antony to the foreign monks, was obliged to haften 
the compofition, that it might be ready for the failing of the fleets 
ttom. ii. p. 4SI')* 

*' See Jerom (torn. i. p. 126.) AfTemanni ,' Bibliot. Orient, torn. iv. 
p. v*. p. 8S7 — 919. and .Geddes , Church Hiftory of ^Ethiopia, 
p. 29, 30, 31. The Habyfltnian monks adhere very ftrictly to the 
primitive inftitution. 

** Cambden*s Britannia, vol. I. p. 666 ^ 667* 

*' All that learning can extract from the rubbish of the dark ages 
is copiously ftated by archbishop Usher, in his Britanuicarum £ccle« 
iiarum Antiquitates , cap. xvi. p. 42? — S03. 

*^ This fmall, though not barren, fpot, Tona, Hy, or Columb- 
kill , only two miles in length > and o^e mile in breadth , has been 
diftinguished* 1. By the monaftery of St. Columba, founded A. D. 
566 ; whofe abbot exercifed an extraordinary jurifdiction over the 
lushops of Caledonia. 2* By a cla0c library , which afforded fome 
hopes of an entire Livy; and, 3? By the tombs of fixty kings » 
$cots, Irish, and Norwegians; who repofed in holy ground. See 
Usher (p. 3TI, 360 — 370.}, and Buchanan (Rer. Scot. 1. ii> p. is. 
edit. Ruddiman}. 

^' Chryfoftom (in the firft tome of the Benedictine edition) has 
confecrated three books to the praife and defence of the monafti<s: 
life. He is encouraged by the example of the ark , to prefume , that 
none but the elect (the monks) can poflibly be faved (1. i. p. s^y 
56.). Elfewhere indeed he becomes more merciful (1. iii. p. 83* 
84.), and allows different degrees of glory like the fun, moon, and 
ilars. In his lively comparifon of a king and a monk (1. iii. 
p<» 116-S— 121 J, he fuppofes (what is hardly fair) that the king will bq 
more fparingly rewarded « and more rigorously punished. 

** Thomaffin ( Difcipline de I'Eglife, torn. i. p. 1426 — 1469) i and 
Mabillon (Oeuvres Ppflhumes, tom. ii. p. T15 — is8.). The monks^ 
were gradually adopted as a part of the eccleliaftical. hierarchy. 

*' Dr. Middleton (vol. i. p. no ) liberally cenfures the conduct 
and writings of Chryfoftom, one of the moft eloquent and fuccefsful 
advocates for the monaftic life. 

*• Jerom's devout ladies form a very confiderable portion pf his 
works : the particular treatife , which he ftyles th? Epitaph of Paula 
(tom. i. p. 16^ — 192.), is an -elaborate and extravagant panegyric. 
The exordium is ridiculously turgid: ** Tf all the membres of niy 
,-, body were changed into tongues , and if all my limbs refounde4 
„ with a human, voice, yet should I be incapable , etc. 
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*' Socnis Dei eflfe ccepifti (Jeron. torn. i. p. 140. ad Ettftochium), 
Kufinus (in Hieronym. Op. toiii« iv. p. 223.). who was iuftly Ccan* 
dalized, asks his adverfary. From what Pagan poet he had fioUn an 
cxpreffion fo impious and abfurd? 

'** Nunc autem veniunt pUrumqut ad banc profeffionem. fervi* 
tutts Dei » et ex conditione fervili , vel etiam liberati., • vel 
propter hoc a Dominis liberati five liberandi; et ex vitJk r^ufti- 
can& , et ex opificum exercitatione , et plebeio labore. Augoilin. 
de Oper. Monach. c. 22. ap. Thomaffin. Difcipline de TEglife* 
torn. iii. p. 1094. The Egyptian, who blamed Arfenius , owned 
that he led a more comfortable life at a monk, than at a &hep« 
herd. See Tillemont, IVi^m. Eccl^f. torn. xiv. p. 679* 

'^ A Dominican friar (Voyages du P« Labs^t, torn. i. p* I9.)» 
Dirho lodged at Cadiz in a convent of his brethren , foon underilood » 
that their repofe was never interrupted by nocturnal devotion $ 
" quoi^u*on ne laifle pas de fonner pour T^dification du peuple. ** 

' ' See a very feulible preface of Lucas Uolftenius to the Codex Re* 
gularum. The emperors attempted to fupport the obligation ofpub« 
lie and private duties; but the feeble dykes were fwept away by the 
torrent of fuperilidon : and Juftinian furpaiTed the mofi fanguine 
wishes of the monks (Thomaifin, torn. i. p. I782r-^I799* and Bing« 
ham, I. vii. c. 3. p. 253.). 

3* The monaftic inftitutions, particularly thofe of Egypt, about 
the year 4C0 « are defcribed by four curious and devout travellers; 
Kufinus (Vit. f)i|trum, 1. ii, iii. p. 4^4 — <36*)f Pofthumian (Snip, 
Sever. Dialog, i. ) , Palladius ( Hift. Laufiact in Vit. Fatrum » 
p. 7«9 — 863.), and Caffian (fee in torn. vii. Bibliothec. Max. Pa- 
trum , his four Qrft books of Inftitutes , and th« twenty* four ColU'- 
tions or conferences.). 

^' The example of Malchus (Jerom. tom. i. p. 2S$.}9 and th^ 
defign of Calfian and his friend (Collation xxiv. I.) are iucontefiabl^ 
proofs of their freedom ; which is elegantly defcribed by Erafmus ii^ 
his Life of St. Jferom. See Chardon, Hid. des Sacrement, tom. vi« 
p. 279 — 300. 

'^ See the laws of JuHinian (Novel, cxxiii. N^ 42.), and of 
Lewis the Pious ( in the Hiftorians of France , tom. vi. p. 427- ) 1. and 
the actual jurifprii4ence of France , in Denifart (D^cifions, etc. 
tom. iv. p. 8SS , etc.). 

3' The ancient Codex Regularum « collected by Benedict Ania.- 
ninus, the reformer of the monks in the beginning of the ninth cen* 
tury , and published in the feventeenth, by Lucas Holilenius , con^ 
tains thirty different rules for men and women. Of thefe , fevea 
were compofed in Egypt, one in the Eaft, one in Cappadocia, ono 
in Italy, one in Africa, foiir in Spain, eight in Gaul, or F-ranee, 
and qne in England. 
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9' The rule of Columbanus, fo prevalent in the Weft , inflicts 
one hundred lashes for. very slight offences (Cod. Reg^. part. ii. 
p. 174.)* Before the time of Charlemagne, the abbots indulged them- 
lelves -in mutilating their monks, or putting out their eyes; a pu* 
lilshment much lefs cruel than the tremendous vade in pace ( the fub. 
terraneous dungeon, or fepulchre), which was afterwards invented. 
See an admirable difcourfe of the learned Mabillon (OeuvVes Poft- 
humes, tom, ii. p. 321 — 336.); who, on this occaiion , feems to be 
infpired by the genius of humanity. For fuch an effort, I cau for« 
give his defence of the holy tear of Vepdome (p. 36i — 399.). 

3' Sulp. Sever. Dialog, i. la, 13. p. 532, etc. Caifian. Inftittit. 1. iv. 
c. 25, 27. *' Frxcipua ibi virtus et prima eft obedientia. ** Among the 
verba fcniorum (in Vit. Fatrnm . 1. v. p. 617.), the fourteenth libel 
or difcourfe is pn the fubject of obedience ; and the Jefuit Rofweyde, 
who published that huge volume for the ufe of convents, has collected 
ail the fcattered paffages iu his two copious indexes. 

^* Dr. Jortin (Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, vol. iv. p. i6r.) 
has obferved the fcandalous valour of the Cappadocian monks, which. 
was exemplified in the banishment of Chryfoftom. 

" Caifian has (imply, though copiously, defcribed the monaftic 
habit of Egypt (Inilitut. I. i.), to which Sozomen (]. iii. c. 14.) 
attributes fwch allegorical meaning and virtue. 

*• Regul. Benedict. N** 5S. in Cod. Regul. part. n. p. ^i. 

♦' Sec the Rule of Ferreolus, bishop of Ufe'z N^ 31. in Cod." 
Regul. part ii. p. I36.), and of Ifidore , bishop of Seville (NV 13* 
in Cod. Regul. part. ii. p. 214. )• 

^* Some partial indulgences were granted for the hands and feet. 
*' Totum autem corpus nemo vnguet nifi caus& infirmitatis, nee la- 
«, vabitur aqu^ nudo corpore , nlfi languor perfpituus fit. ** ( Regul. 
Fachoro. xcii. part. i. p. 78.) 

^' St. Jerom, in ftrong, but indifcreet, language, expreffes the 
moft important ufe of failing and abfiincnce: *' Non quod Deus yni- 
„ verfitatis Creator et Dominus , inteilinorum noftrorum rugitO , 
„ et inanitate ventris , pulmonifque ardore delectetur , fed quod 
„ aliter pudicitia tuta efiTe non poffit. " (Op. torn. i. p. 137. ad 
Euftochium.) See the twelfth and twenty.fecond Collations of Caifian, 
.dt Ca flit ate , and de lllufionibus Nocturnis. 

^* Edacitas in Graecis gula eft, in GalHs natura (Dialog, i. c. 4. 
p. ^21.). Caifian fairly owns, that the perfect model of abftinence 
eannotbe imitated in Gaul, on account of the aerum temperies, and 
the qualitas noftrse fragilita^is (Inftitut. iv. ii. ). Among the 
weftern rules, that of Columbanus is the moft auftere; he had been 
educated amidft the poverty of Ireland, as rigid perhaps, and in<> 
flexible , as the abftemious virtue of Egypt. The Rule of Kidorjr 
ef Seville is tf^e mildeft : on holidays he a^ows the ufe of flesh. 
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4V <( Thoreii^ho drink only water, and have no natritious Iiq[uor« 
^\ ought, at leaftt to have a pound and> half i twenty-four ounces) of 
„ bread every day. " State of Irirons, p. 40* by Mr. Howard. 

'^^ See CalBan. Collat. 1. ii. 19, 20, ai. The rmall loaves, or 
biCcuit t of fix ounces each , had obtained the name of Paximacia 
( Kofweyde , Qnomafticon , p. JO45. ). Pachomius , however , al* 
lowed his monks fome latitude in the quantity of their food ; but he 
made them work in proportion as they eat (Fallad. in Hiit Lauiiac, 
c. 3"^ • 39. in Vit. Patrum , I. viii. p. 73^ t 737« )• 

^ ^ See the banquet to which Caflian Collation, viii. x. ) was invited 
by Serenus , an Egyptian abbot 

^* See the Rule of St Benedict * N*. 39 « 4^. ( in Cod. Regr* 
part ii. p. 41* 43.) Ucet legamus vinum omnino monachorunt 
non tffc , fed quia noftris temporibus id monachis perfuaderi non 
potefti he allows them a Roman kemina, a meafare which may be 
afcertained from Arbuthnot^s Tables. 

, *** Such expreifions , as my book, my cloak, my shoes (Caifian. 
Inllitut. 1. iv. c. 13.), were not lefs feverely prohibited among the 
*V^efiern monks (Cod. Regul. part. ii. p. 174* 23^< 288.); and the 
Hule of Columbanus punished them with fix lashes. The ironical 
j^thor of the Ordres Monafiigues^ who laughs at the foolish nicety of 
modern convents, feems ignorant that the ancients were eqnally abfurd^ 

'" Two great mailers of ecclefiafHcal fcience,^ the P. Thomafiin 
(Difcipline de PEglife, torn. iii. p. 1090 — U39.)« and the P. Ma- 
billon (£tudes Monaftiques , torn. 1. p. 116— ^-is^.), have feriously 
examined the manual labour of the monks , which the former conli« 
ders as a merit , and the latter as a duty, 

^' Mabillon (Etudes Monaftiques , torn. 1. p. 47 — 5^-) has col- 
lected many curious fiicts, to joflify the literary labours of his prede- 
ceiTors , both in the Eafl and Weft. Books were copied in the 
ancient monafteries of . Egypt (Caflian. Inftitut I. iv. c. f2.), and 
by th^ difciples of St Martin (Sulp. Sever, in Vit. Martin, c. 7. 
V* 473«). Caifiodprius has allowed an ample fcope for the ftudies 
of the Qionks ; and we shall not be fcandalized , if their pen fometimes^ 
wandered from Chryfoftom and Auguftin , to Homer , and Virgil. 

'* Thomaifin <Difcipline dc PEgliCe, torn. iii. p. 118, 14S, U6. 
171 — 179. J has examined the revolution of the civil, canon, and 
Common, law. Modern France confirms the death which monks 
have inflicted on tbemfelves* and juilly deprives them of all right of 
uihexitance. 

'^ See Jerom (torn. i. p. 176. 183.)> The monk Pambo made 
a fublime anfwer to Melania> who wished to fpecify the value of her 
eifp. *' Do you offer it tOxme, or to God? If to God? HE who 
s/fufpepds the mountaiqs in a balance, need n«t be infofnicd of the 
„ weight of your plate. ** (Pallad. jEiift. Laufiac. c. 10, in the Vit« 
Patrum « 1. viii. p. ?l50 
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'* To Tfdtkif lULS^o? tfi? yvit Mtstua-xvro , ^§o(^xTit rov fi^Txii^woct vocvroo 
^roJxoi?i '?rxvTX^ (yg w^Siv) •yrroixag ^o^rxryiToairs^. Zofim. 1. v. p. 32?- 
Yec the wealth of the Eaftern nionks was far fiirpaiTed by thq 
princely greatneft of the Benedictines. 

5* The fixth general council (the ftuinifext in triiUo , Ganon 
xlvii. in Beveridge, torn. i. p. 213.) reflrains women froift paffing 
the ttififht in a male , or men in a female , monaftery. The feventh 
Ifeneral council (the fecond Niccne , Canon xx. in Beveridge, torn. i. 
p. 3£^.) prohibits the erection of double or promifcuous monafteries 
of both fexes ; but it appears from Balfamon , that the prohibition 
Was not effectual. On the irregular pleafures and expenses of th& 
clergy and monks, fee Thomaffin , torn. iii. p. 1334 — 1368. 

^'^ I have feme where heard or read the frank confeflion af a J3e« 
nedictine abbot : ** My vow of poverty has given me an hundred 
„ thoufand crowns a year ; my vow of obedience has raifed me t(y 
„ the rank of a fovereign pdnce." — I forget the confequences o£ 
his vow of chaftity. 

^7 pior, an Egyptian monk, allowed his fifter to fee him; but he 
shut his eyes -during the whole vifit. See Vit» Patrum « 1. iii. p. 504. 
Many fuch examples might be added. 

5» The 7th, 8th, a9th, 30th, 3rft, 34th, ^7th, «othI 86th, and 
9^th articleis Of the Rule of Fachoniius , impofe moft intolerable lawi 
of filence and mortification. 

'* The diurnal and nocturnal prayer^ ot the monks are copiously 
difcuifed by Caflian in the third and fourth books of his inftitu- 
tions; anil he cohftantly prefers the liturgy, which an angel had 
dictated to the monaftefieis of Tabenne. 

'° Calfian , from his own expeHerice » defcribes the acedia , of 
liilleflnefs of mind dnd body, to which a inonk t^as expofed, when 
lie fished to firid hintfelf alone. Ssepiufque egreditur et ingreditur 
cellam , et^ Solem velut ad occafiim tardius properantem crebrius in«* 
tuetur (Inftitut. x. i.J 

^' The temptations and fuifjMngs of Stagirius were communi- 
cated by that unfortunate youth to his friend St* Chryfoftom. See 
Middleton^s 'W'orks, irol. i. p. 107 — tio. Something iimilar intro. 
duces the life of every faint; add the famous Inigo, or Ignatius «-- 
the founder of the Jefuits ( Vie dlnigo de Guipofcoa j torn, u 
p. 29 — 38.) may ferve as a memorable example. 

*^ f leury , Hift. EccUfiaftique , torn. vii. p» 46. I have read 
fomewhere , in the Vitac Patrum , but I cannot recover the place > 
ihnt /everal , I believe many, of the monks ^ who did Ujdt reveal theie 
teiliptations to the abbot, became guilty of fuicide. 
* *' See the feventh and eighth Collations pf Caflian « who gravely 
«)(amities> why the daemons were grown le(^ active and numerous, 
fmce the time of St. Antony* l^ofweyde's copious index to the Vita: 
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?atnim will point out a variety of infernal fcenes. The devils were 
mod formidable in a female shape. 

** For the diftinction of the Cttnohites and the Hermits^ cfpecially in 
Egypt, fee Jeroni (torn. i. p. 4^. ad Rofticum), the firil Dialogue of 
Sulpiciiis Severus, Ruiinus (Ci 22. in Vit* Fatrum^ 1. ii. p» 478.)* 
Palladius (c. 7. 69. ia Vit. Patrum I. viii. p. 712. 758.), and abovtf 
all , the eighteenth and nineteenth Collations of Callian. Thefe wri- 
ters, who compare the common, and folitary, life, reveal the abufe 
jind danger of thk latter. 

*^ Suicer. Thefaur. £ccleiiaft« torn. ii. p* 20^. 218. Thomaifin 
(Difcipline de PEgiife^ torn. i. p. i>oi, 1502.) gives a good account 
9f thefe cells. When Gerafimus founded his monailery, in the wiU 
derneis of Jordan, it was accompanied by a Laura of feventy cells. 

^^ Theodoret, in a large volume (the Fhilotheus in Vit. Patrum « 
1. in. p. 793—^863.) has collected the lives and miracles of thirty 
Anachorets. Evagrius (1. i. c. I2.) more briefly celebrates the monks 
and. hermits of Paleiline. 

^^ Sozomen, 1. vi. c. 33* The great St. Ephrem compofed a pa« 
negyric on thefe ffoTHoiy or grazing monks (Tillemont, M^m. EceleC 
torn. viii. p# 292.). 

** The P. Sicard (Miifions du Levant, totn* ii. p. 217 — 233* 
examined the caverns of the Lower Thebais, tvith wonder and devo- 
tion. The infcriptions are in the old Syriac character » which was 
iifed by the Chriftians of Habyfiinia. 

*• See Theodoret (in Vit. Pattum, 1. ix. j*. 848 — *8<4.), Antony 
(in Vit. Patrum, 1. i. p. 170 — 177.), Cofmas (in Aifeman. Bibliot^ 
Oriental, torn. i. p. 139—253.), Evagrius (1. i. c. 13, I40# and 
Tille^ont (M6ra. Ecclcf. tom. xv. p. 347 — 392.). 

^* The nat-row circumference of two cubits, or three feet^^ which 
Evagrius alBgns for the fummit. of the column > is confiftent with 
reafon, with facts, and with the rules of architecture. The peopltt 
who faw it from below might be eafily deceived. 
' 7' I muft not conceal a piece of ancient fcandal concerning the ori'» 
gin of this ulcer. It has been reported that the Devil, afTuming an 
angelic form , invited him to ascend , like Elijah , into k fiery chariot. 
The faint too haftily raifed his foot, and Satan feized the moment of 
Inflicting this chaftifement on his vanity. 

7^ I know not how to felect or fpecify the miracles contained in 
the Vitti Patrum of RoTweyde, as the numbes very much exceeds tht 
thoufand pages of that voluminous work4 An elegant fpecimen may 
be found in the Dialogues of Sulpicius Severus, and bis life of St. 
Martin. lie reveres the monks of Egypt ; yet be infults them with 
the remark , that they never raifed the dead ; whereas the bishopL ^f 
Tours had reftored three dead men to life^ 

7' On the fubject of Ulphilas, and the . oonverflon of the Goths f. 
fee Sozomen « ll vi. c« 37* Socrates , h iv. c» Z3* Theodoret^ 1. Iv. 6« 37< 
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Thiloftorg. I. ii. c. 5. The herefV of Fhiloiftorgius appears to liav^ 
{iven him fuperior means of information. 

^* A mutilated copy of the four Gofpels^ in the Oothic verfion, 
was published A. D. 1665 • and is efieenved the moft ancient monu« 
ment of the Teutonic language, though Wetftein attempts, by fome 
frivolous conjectures, to deprive Ulphilas of the honour of the work« 
Two of the four additional letters exprefs the IT, and our own 7A. 
See Simon. Hift. critique du nouveau Teftament, torn. ii. p. 219 — 
213* MilL Prolegom. p. 15 1, edit. Kufler. Vf'etftein , Prolegom. 
torn. ]. p. 114* 

7' Philoilorgius erroneously places this pafl^ge under the reign ef 
Conftantine ; but I am much inclined to believe that it preceded tht 
great emigration. 

7* Wt are obliged to Jotnandes (de Reb. Get. c. 51. p. 6880 for 
m short and lively picture of thefe lefTer Goths. Gothi Minores, popu« 
Itts immenfus , cum fuo Pontifice ipfoque primate Wulfila. The laft 
words , if they are not mere tautology , imply fome temporal jnrifdiction. 

77 At non ita Gothi non ita Yandali ; malis licet doctoribus inftU 
tnti, meliores tamen etiam in h&c parte qtiam noSttL Salvian dtf 
Crubern. &ei, 1. vii. p, 143* 

7< Mosheim has slightly sketched the progfefi of Chrillianity in the 
North, from the fourth to the fourteenth cent<iry. The fubject would 
alFor4 materials for an cccleGaftical , and even philofophieal , hiftoty. 

7* To fuch a oaufe has Socrates (1. vii.i e. 30.) afctibed the con- 
▼erfion of the Burgundians^ whofe Ghriflisifi piety is celebrated bf^ 
Orofius (!. vii. c. 19.). 

** See an original and curious epiftle from Daniel^ the firft bishop 
of Wittchefter (Beda, Hift. Ectlef. Anglorum, L v. c. 18. p. 303. 
edit. Smith), to St. Boniface ^ who preached the Gofpel among the 
Savages of HeiTe and Thuringia. Epiftol. Bonifacii , Ixvii. in the' 
maxima Bibliotheca Patrum , tom. xiii. p. 93* 

■ •» The fword ot Charlemagne added weight to the argument ; but 
%hen Daniel wrote this eplftle (A. D. 723.)' the Mahometans, whtf 
reigned from India to Spain, might have retorted it againft ther 
Chriftians. 

»* The opinions of Ulphilas and the Goths inclined to Semi-Ari- 
anifm, fiftce they would not fay that the Son was a creature^ though 
they held communion With thofe who maintained that herefy. Their 
apoftle repre&nted the whole contrOverfy as a queftion of trifling mo* 
ment, which had been raifed by the palfion$ of the clergy. Theo-> 
doret. 1. iv. c. 37. 

»' The Arianifm of the Goths has been imputed to the emperof 
Yatens: ** Itaque )ufto Dei judicio ipfi efim vivom incenderunt, qni 
„ propter eum etiam mortni, vitio erroris arfnri funt.'* Orofius* 
1. vii. c. 33. p. 554. This cruel fentence is confirmed by Tilleraoivt 
(Mini. Eccl^f, tom. vi. p. 604 — 610.), who ceolly obferves, " uii 
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,, fetil homme entraiiia dans Tenfer iin nombrt infiiit de Septeiiv 
„ trionaux, etc." Salvian (de Gubern. Dei, 1. v. p. 150^ ISD pities 
and excuTes their involuntary error* ' 

** Orolius affirms » in the year 41^0. vii. c 41. p. i[8o.), that 
the churches of Chrift ( of the Catholics) were filled with Huns* Suevi* 
Vandals , Bursimdians. 

*^ Radbod, kitag of the Frifuns, was fo much fcandalized by this 
rath declaration of a miifionary, that he drew back his foot after he 
had entered the baptifinal font. See Fleury Hift. Eccl^f. tonii ix. p. 167. 

<< The Epiftles of Sidonius » bishop of Clermont, Under the Vid- 
goths, and of Avitns , bishop of Vienna, under the Burgundians, 
explain, fometimes in datk hints, the general difpofitions of the Ca- 
tholics. The hiftory of Clovis and Theodoric will fuggeft fome paf^ 
ticular facts. , 

*7 Oenferic confefTed the refembiante * by the feverlty with which 
he punished fuch indii\;reet alluGons. Victor Vitenfis, z. 7* P< 10. 

** Such are the contemporary complaints of Sidonius , bishop tff 
Clermont (1. vii. c. 6. p. 182, etc. edit. Sirmon^.). Gregory of Tours, 
who quotes this Epiftle (1. ii. c. as. in torn. ii. p. 174.) extorts an 
unwarrantable aflertion, that of the nine vacancies in Aquitain* 
fonie had been produced by e^ifcopal martyrdoms, 

*^ The original monuitients of the Vandal perfecution are pre^ 
Served in the five books of the Hiftory of Victor Vitenfis (de Perfe* 
cutione Vandalicll), a bishop who was exiled by Hunneric; in the 
Life of St. Fulgentius, who was diftinguishet in the perfecution of 
* Thrafimond (in Biblioth. Max. Patrum, tom. ix. p. 4— 16.), and 
'in the firft book of the Vandalic War, by the impartial Procopius 
tc. 7» 8. p. 196, 197, 1*98, 199.). Dom Ruinart, the laft editor 
of Victor , has illuftrated the whole fubject with a copious and learned 
apparatus o^iibtes and fupplement. (Paris, 1694*) 

'* Victor, iv. 2, p. 6S. itunneric refafes the nanie of Cajtholics to 
the Homooufians, He defcribes, as the veri Divinx Majeftatis cultores, 
his own party, who profefied the faith, confiriped by more than % 
thoufand bishops, in the Tynods of Rimini and Seleucia. 

♦* Victor, ii. i. p. ajt , 12, . Laudahilior . , , videbatur. In the 
MSS. which omit this word, the paiTage is unintelligible* See Ruinart. 
Not. p. 164. 

»* Victor, ii. a. p. 22, 23. The clergy of Carthage called theft 
conditions, pericu/ofxi and they feem^ indeed, to have been propofed 
as a fnare to entrap the Catholic bishops. 

*' See the narrative of this confeirence, and the treatment of the 
bishops, in Victor, ii. 13 — 18. p. 35 — 42. and the whole fourth 
book, p. 63 — 171. The third book * p. 42 — 62. is entirely filled 
by their apology or confelfion of faith. 

** See the lift of the African bishops « in Victor, p. ir7- — T4a 
«nd Ruiaaft's iiot«Sf p. 21% — ^97*: Th* rchiiiuatic name oi DonawM 

frequently 
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frequently occurs , and they appear to have adopted ( like our fiinatic^ 
of the lalt age) the pious appellations oi Deodatus , DcQgratias , Quidm 
vultdcus, Habetdeumt etc. 

»5 Fulgent. Vit. c. 16— 19. Thraiimund «IFected the praife of 
'moderation and learning; and Fulgencius addrefled three books of 
Controverry to the Arian tyrant, whom he ftyles piiffime Rex. Biblioth. 
Maxim. Fatrum, torn. ix. p. 41* Only fixty bishops are mentioned as 
exiles in the life of Fulgentius, they are increafed to one hundred 
and twenty by Victor Tunnunenfis, and Ifidore; but the number of 
two hundred and twenty is fpecified in the Hifigria MifcUla^ and «t 
short authentic chronicle of the times. Sjee Ruinart. p. 570, S7i. ' 

*^ See the bafe and inlipid epigrams of the Stoic, who could not 
fiipport exile with more fortitude than Ovid. - Corfica« might not pro« 
duce corn, wine /or oil; but it could not b,e defiitute of grais, water^ 
and even fire. \ • 

'^ Si ob gravitatem coeli iuteriiflent, viic damnum. Tacit. Annal. iu 
tS* In this application > ThrafimUnd would have adopted the reading 
of Tome critics ,' utiU damnum. 

" Sec thefe preludes of a general perfecution • in Victor, il. 3,4, 7^' 
And the two edicts of Hunneric, 1. ii. p. 3'5* 1. iv^'p. &4> 

• •• See Procopius de Bell. Vandal. I.i, c. 7. P- I97, 39^!. A Moorish 
prince endeavoured to propitiate the God of the Chrifiians , by bi$ 
diligence to eraze the marks of the Vandal (acrilege. 

'•• See this ftory in Victor, ii. 8—12. p. 30—34. Victor defcribes th* 
diftrefs of thefe confeiTors as an eye • witnefs. 

' '^' See t^ fifth book of Victor. His pallionate complaints are co|i. 
firmed by the fober teftimony of Procopius , and the public declaration 
•f the emperor J nftinian. (Cod. h l tit. xxvii.) 
»•» Victor, ii. 18. p. 41. 

• *** Victor. V. 4' P* 74, 7^. His name was Victorianus, and he was 
a wealthy citizen of Adrumetum , who enjoyed the confidence of ehe 
king ; by.whofe favour he had obtained the ofiicci , or at lealt thjl 
title , of proconful of Africa* 

*'♦ Victor, i. 6, p, 8 , 9. After relating the firm reliftance and dextrous 
reply of count Sebaltian , he adds , qnare alio generis argumento poiiM 
1>ellicofttm virum occidit. ■ 

»«5 Victor. V. ra, 13. Tillemont , M^m. Eccl^f. torn, vl p. 609/ 

>**^ Prtmate was more properly the title of the bishop of Carthage: 
"but the name of patriarch was given by the fects and nations to theifi 
principal ecclefiaftic. See TbomafTin , Difcipline de TEglife « torn, i, 
p. 1^5. 158. 

'*7 The patriarch Cyrila himfelf publicly declared , that he did not 

underftand Latin '.Victor, ii. 18. p. 42«)i Nefcio Latinej and he might 

vonverfe with tolerable eafe, without being capabh; of difpui:in$ 

•r preaching in that language. Qis Vjiudal clergy w«rc i^iXi morji 

Vol. VL B» , 
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ignorant; and fmall confidence oonld be placed in the Africans wli9 
liad conformed. 

X08 Victor, ii. i, 2. p. 22. 

'** Victor. V. 7. p- 77. He appeals to the ambaflkdor himfelf, 
Moft name was Uranius* 

'** Aftutiores, Victor, iv. 4- P* 70. He plainly intimates that 
tbeir quotation of the Gofpel ** Non jurabitis in toto, *' was only 
meant to elude the obligation of an inconvenient oath. The forty- 
fix bishops who refufed were banished to Corfica ; the three hundred 
and two who fwore, were diftributed through the provinces of Africa. 

*»' Fulgentius, bishop of Rufpse, in the Byzacene province, was 
•f a fenatorial family , and had received a liberal education. He 
could repeat all Homer and Menander before he was allowed t» 
4ftvdy Latin, his native tongue (Vit. Fulgent, c. i.)- Many Afri- 
can bishops might underiland Greek « and many Greek theologians 
isrere translated into Latin. 

"* Compare the two prefaces to the Dialogue of Vigilius of 
ThapOis (p. ri8, 119. edit. Chiflet). He might amufe his learned 
veader with aa innocent fiction; but the fubject was too grave, and 
iKhe Africans were too ignorant. 

'*' The P. Quefnel ftarted this opinion, which has been favonr- 
«!biy received. But the three following truths, however furprifing 
they may feem, are nciv nniverfally acknowledged ( Gerard Vofiius, 
<am.'vi. p'. 516—- S22. Til]emont> M^m. EccUf. torn. viii. p. 6f>7 
< — 67I')* <* St. Athsnaiius is not the author of the creed which is 
Co frequently read in our churches. 2. It does not appear to have 
«xifted , within a century after his 4e&th. 3> It was originally com« 
l^ofed in the Latin tongue, and, confeqyiently • in the 'Weilern pro- 
vinces. Gennadius , patriarch of Conftantinople , was . fo much 
amazed by this extraordinary compolition , that he frankly pro- 
iiou|iced it to be the work of a drunken man. Fetav. Dogmat. 
Theologica, torn. ii. 1. vii. c. 8. p. 687. 

*'* I John V. 7. See Simon » Hill, critique du Nonveau Tefta* 
went, part. i. c. xviif. p. 263 — 218.; and part. ii. c. ix. p. 99 — 
121.: and the elaborate Prolegomena and Annotations of Or. JMill 
and WetHein to their editions of the Greek Tefiament. In J 689* 
the papift Simon ftrove to be free; in i707» the pcoteflant Mill 
wished to be a slave; ih 17s i , the Arminian WetAein ufed the Ii- 
lierty of his times, and of his feet. 

''^ Of «// the MSS. now extant, above fonrfcore in number, fome 
of which are more than 1200 years old CWctftein ad loc). The 
orthodox c6pi^ cf the Vatican, of the Compluteniian editors, of Ro- 
bert Stephens , sre become invilible ; and the two MSS. of Dublin and 
Berlin are unworthy to form an exception. See Emlyn*s \rorks » 
vol. ii. p. 237 — -^'^'^. ±69 — 259.; and M. de MiiTy's four inge* 
■ious lettecs , in torn. viii. and ix. of the Journal Britannique. 
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*'• Or, more properly, by the four bishops M'ho compofed and 
{kublished the profeifion of faith in the name of their brethren. They 
ftyle this text, luce clarius (Victor Vitenfts de PcrCecut. Vandat 
1. iif. €• 11. p ^4.)* It is quoted foon afterwards by the African 
polemics , Vif^lius and Fnlgentius. 

*'^ In the eleventh and twelfth eenturics, the Bibles were cor- 
rected by Lanfranc, archbishop of Canterbury, and by Nicolas , car- 
dinal and librarian of the Roman church , fecundum. orthodoxam 
fidem CV^etftein , Prolegom. ' p. 84/ 85. )• Kotwitbftanding theTe 
corrections, the pafTage is ftill wanting in twenty- five Latin MSS. 
( Wetftetn ad loc). the oldeft and the faireft; two qualities feldom 
united , except in manufcrlpts. 

*'" The art which the Germans had Invented was applied in . 
Italy to the profane writers of Rome and Greece. The original 
Greek of the New Teftament was puhlished about the fame time 
(A. D. 1514* 15,1^. IS20.) by the induftry of Erafmus, and the 
munificence of Cardinal Ximenes. The Complutenfian Polyglot 
coft the cardinal so,ooo ducats. See Mattaire Annal. Typograph. 
torn. ii. p. i — $• I2S— 133.; and Wetftein, Prolegomena, p. 116— ^ 

*'• The three witnelTes have been eftablisbed in our Greek Tefta-^ 
tneirts by the prudence of Erafmus ; the honeft bigotry of the Com- 
l>ltttenfian editors; the typographical fraud, or error, of Robe^ 
Stephens in the placing a crotchet; and the deliberate falfehaod, or 
ftrange mifapprehenfion , of Theodore Beza. 

"• Plin. Hift. Natural, v. I. Itinerar. Weffeling, p. i^. Cel- 
Jarius , Geograph. Antlq. t«ni. ii. part. ii. p. 127. This Tipafa \^ 

<wbicji^ muft not be confounded with another in Numidia) was a 
town of fome note , fince Vefpafian endowed it with the right •£ 
latium. 

'^< Optatus Milevitanus de Schifm. Donatift. 1. ii. p. 38. 

'** Victor. Vitenfis, v. 6. p. 7«. Ruinart, p. 483r— 487. 

'*' JEneas Gazaeus in Theophrailo , in Biblioth. Patrum , torn. vifl. 
p. ^64, 66S. He was a Chriitian, and conipofed this Dialogue (the 
Theophrafius) on the immortality of the foul, and the refurrectiom , 

of the body; befides twenty^five Epiftles, ftill extant. See Cave 
(Hiil. Litt^raria, p. 297.) and Fabricins (Bibl. Grsec. torn. i. p. 422.)* 

•**♦♦ JuiHnlan. Codex. , 1. i. tit. xxvii. MarceHin. hi Chron. 
f. 45. in Thefaur. Temporum ScaKger. Procopius , de Bell. Van- 
dal. 1. i. c. 7. p. 196. Grrgor. Magnus Dialog, iii* 32. None 
of thefe witneiTes have fpecified the number of the confeiTors ,. whic^ 
is fixed at fixty in an oM menology. (apud Ruinart, p. 486.). Two 
of them loft their fpeech by fornication; but the miracle is enhanced 
by the fingular inftance of a bey who had i^tvir fpoken before hi^ 
tongne was cut out. 
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''< See the two general hiftorians of Spain, Mariana (Rift, de 
Bebus Hirpaniae, torn. i. 1. v, c. 12 — i^. p. 182 — 194.) and Fcr» 
reras (French translation, torn. ii. p. 205 — ^47.). Mariana almoft 
forgets that he^is a Jefuit , to aiTume the ftyle and fpirit of a Roman 
claflic. Ferreras , an induftrious compiler, reviews his facts, and 
rectifies his chronology. 

^^* Goifvintha fucceillvely married two kings of the Vifigoths : . 
Athantgild , to whom she bore Brunechild, the mother of Ingundis ; 
and LeovigUd, whofe two fons, Uermenegild and Recared , were 
the iifue of a former marriage. 

'^^ Iracnndiae fnrorc fiiccenia , adprehenfam per comam capitis 
puellam in terram conlidit , et din calvibus verberatam, ac fanguine 
ccuentatam , juliit exfpoliari , et pifcinse immergi. ^reg. Turon* 
1. V. c. 39* in torn. ii. p. 2SS« Gregory is one of our bell ori« 
ginals for this portion of hiftory. 

xas The Catholics who admitted the baptifm of heretics, repeated 
(he rite, or, as it was afterwards fiyled , the facrament of confirma* 
tion , to which they afcribsd many myftic and marvellous preroga* 
•tives i both vifible and inviiibit. See Chardon , Hilt, des Sacremens » 
torn. i. p. 405 — ^S2. 

'^' OlTet , or Julia Conftantia , was oppofite to Seville, on the 
northern fide of the Boetis (I'lin. Hift. Natur. iii. 3.) and the autbentie 
sefertAce of Gregory of Tours (Hift. Francor. I. vi. c. 43. p. 288.) 
deferves more credit than the name of Lufitania (de Gloria Martyr. 
c. 24.)^ which has been eagerly embraced by the vain and fupec^t<ii 
tious Portuguefe ( Ferreras » Hift. d'Efpagne, torn. ii. p. 166.). 
• '3* This miracle was skilfully performed. An Arian king fealed 
the doors, and dug a deep trench round the church, without being 
> able to intercept the £after fuppiy of haptifmal water. 

'J' Ferreras (torn. ii. p. 168 — 175 t A. D. 5SO. ) has llluftrated 
the difficulties which regard the time and eircumftances of the con- 
verfion of the Suevi. They had been recently united by Leovigild 
io the Gothic monarchy of Spain. 

. '^^ This addition to the Nicene, or rather the Cdnftanttnopolitan 
creed, was firft made in the eighth council of Toledo, A. D. 653; 
'Imt it was «xpreifive of the popular doctrine ( Gerard Vofiius , torn. vi. 
•p. 527. de tribut Symbolis). 

'3' See Gregor. Magn. 1. vii. epift. 126. apud Bareniumr, An« 
»al. Ecclef. A. D. 599 » N*. 2S, 26. ^ 

i *'♦ Paul Warncfrid (de Oeftis Langobard. L iv. c. 44. p. 853, 
•dit. Grot.) allows that Arianifm ftill prevailed under the reign of 
Rotharis. (A. D. 636 — 6S2J. The pious Deacon does not attempt to 
• mark the precife sera of the national converfion , which was accom-- 
f»lisb«d, however , before theN,end of the feventh century^ 
V :. M« Quorum fidei et converfioni ita congratolatus efle rex perhi- 
Jbeur, ut «uUuin tamen cogeret ad CihriftianiCmum. . . . Oidicerat 
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Ciiim n doctoribos anctoribufqoe turn fahitis, fervttium Chrifti volon* 
tarium non coactitium elTe debere. Bedse llift. Eofileiiaftic. 1. i. 
o. 26. p. 62. edit. Smith/ 

*'• See the Hiftorians of France, torn. iv. p. 114.; aivd ^^ilkins, 
I/eges AnglO'Saxonicae, p. 11. 3i* Si quis fAcrificium immolaverir 
praeter Deo foli, morte moriatnr. 

'^' The Jews pretend that they were introduced into Spain- by the 
fleets of Salomon , and the arms of l>febiichadnezzari that Hadrian 
tranfported forty thouland families of the tribe of Judah , and ten. 
thoufand of the tribe, of Benjamin, etc. Balhage, Hiit. des Joifs, 
torn. vii. c. 9. p. 240 — 2S6. r 

'" Ifidore, at that time archbishop of Seville , mentions, diGip* 
proves, and congratulates, the zeal of Sifebut (Chron. Goth. p. 728.). 
Baronius (A. D. 614, N^* 4^-) afligns the number on the evidence' 
of Almoin ; I ]. iv. c. 22.): but the evidence is weak, and I have not 
been able to verify the quotation ( Hiftorians >of France, torn. Hi. 
p. 127.). ^ f 

"» Bafnage (tom. viii. c. 13. P 388 — 400.) faithfully reprcfent« 
the flate of the Jews : bnt he might have added from the canons of 
the St)anish councils, and the laws* of the Vifigoths, many curions< 
circnififtances , cflTential to his fubject> though they as4» foreign t»? 
mine. - . . 1 

C H *A P. XXXVIII. 

* In this chapter I shall . draw 4ny quota tioqs- from the Rc:aei1 des 
Hiftoriens des Gaules et de la France, Paris 1738—17^7* in eleven 
volumes in folio. By the labour of Dom. Bouquet, and the other 
Benedictines, all the original teftimonies, as far as A. D. 1060, aro 
difpofed iuv chronological order, and illuftrated with learned notes. 
Snch a national work, which will be continued to the. year 15CO, 
night provoke our emulation. — 

* Tacit. Hift. iv. 73 , 74- in tom. I. p. 44^. To abridge Ta- 
citus, would indeed be prefuinptfious : but I may felect the general 
ideas which he applies to the prefent ilate iKid future revolutions of 
Gaul. 

' Eadem femper caufa Germanis tranfcendendi in Galtias libido 
atque avaritiae et muundae fedis amor ; ut relictis paludibus ct foH* 
tudinibiis fuis « fecundilTimum hoc folum vofque ipfos poffidercnt* 
• . . Nam puliis Romanis quid aliud quam bella omnium inter fe 
gentium exfiftent? 

^ Sidonius Apollinaris ridicules, with affected wit. and pleafantry* 
tlie hardships of his iituation (Carm. xii. in tom. i. p. Sii'>- . 

' See Procopius de Bell. Gothico , 1. i. c. ri. in torn. ii. p. 3i- 
<rhc character of Grotius inclines me to believe, that he has not 

Bb 3 
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fbbftltuted the Rkitu for the RhSm (IliJt Gothonun, p. ir^O wkliniit 
the aiithurity of fi>me MS. 

* Stdonius, 1. viii. epift. 3* 9. in torn. i. p. 8oo. Jornandes (de 
Kebus Gedcis, e. 47. p. 68o.) juftifies, in fome meafare , this pot- 
trait of the Gothic hero. 

7 I ufe the familiar appellation of C/ovis , from the Latin Chlodcve* 
€hust or ChlodovAus. But the Ch exprefTes only the German afpira- 
tion ; and the true name is not different from' Luduin, or Lewis (M^m. 
' de TAcad^mte des Inlcriptioos , torn., xx. p. 68. )• 

' Greg. Turon. 1. ii« c. is. in torn, i. p. I68« Bafina fpeakg 
the language of Nature : the Franks , who had feen her in their 
youth, might converfe with Gregory, in their old age; and the 
bishop of Tours could not wish to de&me the mother of the firft 
€hriftian king. 

* The Abb^ Dubos (Htft. critique de rEtabtiiTement de la Mo- 
narchie Frao^oife duos Ics Gaules , tom. i. p* 6^ ■ 6se> ) has the 
]i7erit of defining the primitive kingdom of Clovis , and of afcertain- 
ing the genuine number of his fubjects. 

'^ Eccleiiam incultam ac negligenti& oivium Paganorum prxter- 
intflam , veprium denfitate oppletam , etc. Vit. St. Vedalbi « ia 
tom. iii. p. 372. This defcription fuppofes that Arras was poffeiTed 
by the Pagans , many years before |he baptifm of Clovis« » 

"Gregory of Tours (1. v. c. i. in tom. ii. p. aji. ) contrails the 
poverty of Clovi.^ with the wealth of his g^^andfons. Yet Remtgius 
(in tom. iv. p. S2.) mentions his pattrnas opu » as fufficient for the 
redemption of captives. 

'* See Gregory (1. ii. c. 27. 37. » tom. ii. p. 17^. 181, iCs.). 
The famous ftory of the vafe of SoiiTons explains both the power 
and the character of Clovis. As a point of controverfy , it has been 
iirangely tortured by Boulainvilliers , Dubos » and the other political 
antiquarians. 

'^ The duke of Nivernois, a noble ftatefman , who has managed 
weighty and delicate negociations { iugenlontly illnftraus (M6m. de 
TAcad. des Infcriptions , tom. xx. p. 147 — 184*) the political fyftem 
of Clovis. • • 

*♦ M, Biet (in a Diflertation which deferved the prize of the Aca- 
demy of SoiiTons, p. 1 78 — 226.) has accurately defined the nature 
aiid extent of the kingdom of Syagrius, and his father; but he too 
readily allows the slight evidence of Dubos (torn. ii. p. S4'-~57.) to 
deprive him of Beauvais and Amiens. 

'^ I may obferve that Fredegarius, in hit Epitome of Gregory of 
Tours (torn. ii. p. 398. )j has prudently fubiUtoted the name of 
^yafricius for the incredible title of Rex Romanorum, 

'* Sidonius (I. v. epift. 5. in tom. i. p. 794 ), who ftyles. him 
the Solon, the Amphion , of the Barbarians, addrefies this imaginary 
king ia the tone of frfendship and eixuality. From fuch offices of 
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arbitration , the crafty Oejoces liad raifed himfelf to the throne of the 
Medcs (Herodot. 1. i. c. 96^ — loo). 

'7 Campum fifcti praeparari juflit. M* Blet (p. ai6-.»25i.) has 
diligently afcertained this field of battle, at Nogent, a Benedictine 
abbey, about ten miles to the north of SoiflTons. The fi^reund was 
marked by a circle of I^agan fepnlchres;' and Clovis beftowed ths 
adjacent lands of Leuil^y and Coney on the church of Rheims. 

'' See Csefar Comment, de Bell. Gallic, ii. 4- i^ torn. i. p. ^20* 
and the Notitise, torn. i. p. 126. The three Falrica of SoilFons 
were, Scutaria, Balifiaria, and Clinabaria. The lift fup^lied the 
complete armour of the heavy cuiraifiers. 

^* The epithet muft be confined to the circumftances; and hiftor/ 
cannot juftify the French prejudice of Gregory CI. Ii. c. 27* i> 
torn. ii. p. 17^*), ut Gothorum pavere moj eft. 

*•* Dnbos has fatisfied me (torn. i. p. a77 — 286.) that Gregory of 
Tours , his traiifc«iber$ or his readers , have repeatedly confounded 
the German kingdom of Thuringia, beyond the Rhine, and the Gallic 
city of Tongria , pn the Meufe , which was more anciently the country 
of the Eburones, and more recently the diocefe of Liege. 

'' Fopuli habttantes juxta ^emannum laehm, AUmanni dicuntur* 
Servius , ad Virgil. Georgic. iv. 278. Dom Bouquet ( torn* i* 
p. 817 ) has only alleged the more recent and corrupt text of Ifidore 
of Seville. 

** Gregory of Tours fends St. Lupicinus inter ilia Jurenfis de- 
ferti fecreta , qux , inter Burgundiam Alemanniamque fita » Aven- 
ticae adjacent civitati, in tom. i. p. 643. M. de Watteville (Hift. 
de la. Confi6d^ration Helyetique, tom. i. p. 9, 10.) has accurately 
defined the Helvetian limits of the dutchy of Alemannia, and the 
Transjurane Burgundy. They were commenfurate with the diocefes 
of Conftance and Avenche , or Laufanne , and are ftill difcriminated « 
in modern Switzerland, by^the ufe of the German, or French, lan- 
guage. 

^' See Guilliman. de Rebus ^elveticis, 1. i. c. 3. P* H* '&• 
V/ithin the ancient walls of Vin^lonifTa , the caftle of Habsburg, the 
abbey of Konigsfeld , and the town of BrucK , have fucceflively 
arifen. The philofophic traveller may compare the monuments of 
Roman conqueft , of feudal or Anftrian tyranny , of monkish fuper- 
ftition » and of induftrious freedom. If he be truly a philofopher , he 
will applaud the meric and happinefs of his own times. 

*♦ Gregory of Tours (1. ii. 30. 37. in tom. ii. p. |76» 177. T82)f 
the Gefta Francorum (in tom. ii. p. s%\,)j and theepiftle of Theo- 
doric (Cafliodor. Variar. 1. ii. c. 41. in tom. iv. p. 4.), repreCcnt 
the defeat of the Alemanni. Some of their tribes fettled in Rhxda, 
under the protection of Theodoric; whofe fucceflbrs ceded the colo« 
ny and their country to the grandfon of Clovis. The ftate of the 
Alemanni under the Merovingian kings , may be feen in Maftoa 

Bb 4 
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^Hift. of the Ancient Germans , xi. 8 , etc. Annotation xzxvl. ) tn€ 
Guilliman f de Reb. Helvet. 1. ii. c. lo — 13. p. 72 — 8oj. 

*^ Clotilda, or rather Gregory, fuppofes thn Clovis worshipped 
the gods of Greece and Rome. The fact is incredible , and the 
miHake only shews how completely, in lefs than a century, the national 
relfpon of the Franks had been abolished, andeven forgotten. 

*• Gregory of Tours relates the marriage and eonveriion of ClovU 
(h ii. c. as — II. in ton. ii. p. 175 — 178.) Even Fredegarius, or 
the namelefs Epitomizer (in torn. ii. p. 398 — 400.}, the author of 
the Oefta Franjornm (in torn. ii. p. S48^-S52. ), and Aimoin himfelf 
(1. i. c. 13. in*tom. iii. p. ?7 — 40,), may be heard without difdain. 
Tradition might long preferve fome curious circumftances of thefe 
important tranfactions. 

*^ A traveller , who returned from Rheims to Anvergne 9 had 
-fiolen a copy of his Declamations from the fecretary or bookfeller of 
the modeft archbishop (Sidonius Apollinar. 1. i^. epift. 70> Four 
epiftles of Remigius, which are ftill extant (in tonr. iv. p. 51 » 52, 
53.), do not correfpond with the fplendid praife of Sidonius. 

*• Hincmar , one of the fucceflbrs of Remigius (A. D. 84<— 
68>i>), has compofsd bis life in torn. iii. p. 373 — 38o. j. The au- 
thority of ancient MSS. of the church of Rheims might infpire fome 
confidence* which is deftroyed, however « by the felfish and audacious 
fictions of Hincmar. It is remarkable enough, that Remigius, who 
was confecrated at the age of twenty-two (A. D. 457.) filled the 
epifcopal chair feventy-four years (Pagi Critica, in Baron, torn. ii. 
p. 384. 572. ). t ' i 

*• A vial (the Sainte AmpoulU) of holy . or rather celeftial « oil, 
was brought down by a white dove, for the baptifm of Clovis: an4 
it is ftill ufed , and renewed , in the coronation of the kings of 
France. Hincmar (he afpired to the primacy of Gaul) is the firft 
author of this fable (in torn. iii. p. 377.) whofe slight foundations 
the Abb^ de Vertot ( Memoires de TAcademie des Infcriptions, 
torn. ii. p. 6I9 — '<33-> has undermined, with profound reflect, and 
confummate dexterity. 

^* Mitis depone colla, Sicamber : adora quod incendifti , incende 
quod adorafti. Greg. Turou, I. ii. c. 2t. in tom. ii. p. I77. 

'* Si ego ibidem cum Francis raeis fniflem , injunas ejus vindi« 
cafTem. This rash expreflion , which Gregory has prudently con- 
cealed , is celebrated by Fredegarius f Epitom. c. 21. in tom. ii. 
p. 406.), Aimoin (1. f. c. i<>. in tom. iii. p. 40.). and the Chro- 
niques de St. Denys (I. i. c. 2a, in tom. iii. p. I7i'), as an admirable 
effuGon of Chridian zeal. 

'* Gregory, (1. ii. c. 40 — 4*5. In torn. ii. p. .183 — 185.) after 
coolly relating the repeated crimes, and affected remorfe , of Clovis, 
conchides , p&rbaps underis:nedly , with a Icflfon , which ambition 
w>U never hear i " His ita trauCitctis , . . pbiit. " . ' 
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)3 After the Gothic victory * Clovis made rich ofFerings to St. ^ 
Marim of Tours. He wished to redeem his war-horfe by the gift 
of one hundred pieces of gold; but the enchanted fteed could not 
move from the ftable till the price of his redemption had been 
/doubled. This minuU provoked the king to exclaim , Vere B. Mar- 
tinus eft bonus in auxilio , fed carus in oegotio ( Gefta Francorura , ' 
in tom. ii.,p. 5^4 » 5S5.)- 

^^ See the epiftle from pope Anaftafins to the royal convert (in 
tom. iv. p. 50, 51*)* Avitus, bishop of Vienna , addreiTed Clovis 
on the fame fub;ect(p. 49 ); and many of the Latin bishops would 
aiTure him of their joy and attachment 

. ^^ Infiead of the Af6)fu;^o<, an unknown people, who now appear 
in the text of I^rocoptus , Hadrian de Valois has reftored the proper 
;fiame of the Apu0pu%ef ; and this eafy correction has been almoft uni« 
verfally approved. Yet an unprejudiced reader would naturally 
fuppofe , that Procopius means to defcribe a tribe of Germans in the 
alliance of Rome ; and not a confederacy of Gallic cities , which 
had revolted from the empire. - 

M This important digreifion^ of Procopius (de Bell. Gothic. I. I. 
0. T2. in tom. ii. p. 29 — 36.) illuftrates the origin of the French 
monarchy. Yet I moft obferve , i. That the Grcrek hiftorian be* 
trays an inexcufable ignorance of the geography of the Weft. 
3. That thefe treaties and privileges, which should leave fome laft- 
ing traces, are totally inviiible in Gregory of Tours, the Salic 
laws, etc. 

'^ Regnum circa Rhodanum aut Antrim cum provincift Mafli- 
li^fl retinebant. Greg. Turon. 1. it. c. 32. in tom. ii. p. 178. The 
province of Marfeilles , as far as the Durance , was afterwards 
ceded to the Oftrogoths : and the Tignati|re$ of twenty-five bishops 
are fuppofed to reprefent the kingdom of Burgundy, A. D. ^19. 
(Concil. Epaon. . in tom. iv. p. 104 • 105.) Yet I would except 
VindotniiTa. The bishops who lived under the Pagan Alemanni, 
would naturally refort to the fyifods of the next Chriftian kingdom. 
Mafcou in his four firft annotations ) has explained many circura* 
fiances relative to the 6urguodian monarchy. 

'• Mafcou (Hift. of the Germans, xi. 10.), who very reafonably 
diftrufts the teftimony of Gregory of Tours , has produced a paiTage 
from Avitu8(epift. v.), to prove that Gundobald affected to deplore 
the tragic event, which his fubjects affected to applaud. 

'• See the original conference (in tom. iv* p. 99 — ^02.), Avi. 
tus, the principal actor, and probably the f«cretary of the meeting, 
was bishop of Vienna. A short account of his pcrfon and works 
may be found in Dupin ( Biblioth^qoc. EccleGaftique , tom. v. 
p. S — 10). 

*• Gregory of Tours fl. iii. c. 19. in tom. ii. p. 197.) indulges 
his genius « or rather transcribes fome more eloquent writer, in the 
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defcriptioh of Diion; a cattle, which already deferved the title or* 
city. It depended on the bishops of Langres till the twelfth cAicury, 
and afterwards became the capital of the dukes of Burgundy. Lon« 
guerue Defcription de la France, part. i. p. aso. 

♦» The Epitomizer of Gregory of Tours (in torn. ii« p. 4or.> 
lias fupplied this number of Franks ; but he rashly fuppofes that 
they were cut in pieces by Gundobald. The prudent BurgundiaiK 
fpared the foMiers of Clovis , and fent thefe captives to the king of 
the Vifigoths « who fettled them in the territory of Thouloufe.^ 

^* In this Burgundian war I have followed Gregory of Tourfi 
(1. ii. c. 32, 33« in torn. ii. p. 178, 179>)» whofe nutru\v% appears 
fo incompatible with that of Proeopius ide BelL Goth L i. c. 12. ia 
torn. ii. p. 31, 31.) » that fome critics have fnppoftd two different 
wars. The Abb6 Dubos (Hift. critique, etc. tom. ii. p. 126 — 161.) 
has difttnctly reprefented the caufes and the events. 

^' See his life, or legend (ia tom.r iii. p. 402.). A martyr! 
how iftrangely has that word been diftorted from its original fenfe of 
a common wltnefi. St* Sigifmond was remarkable for the cure of 
ftvers. 

** Before the end of the fi&h century, the church of St. Maurice, 
and his Thebaan legion, had rendered Agauaam a place of devout 
pilgrimage. A promifcuons community of both fexes had intro« 
duced fome deeds of darknefs, which were abolished (A. D. sis.% 
by the regular monaftery of Sig'fmond. 'Vi^ithia fifty years , his 
angels of light made a nocturnal faily to murder their bishop , and his 
clergy. See in the Bibliotheque raifofin^e (tom. ixxvi. p. 43 S — - 
438* ) the curious remark of a learned librarian of Geneva. 

^' Marius, bishop of Avenehe (Chron. in torn. ii. p. IS«) hat 
marked the authentic dates , and Gregory of Tours ( 1. iii. c. S , 6. 
in tom. ii. p. 188, 189.) has expreifed the principal facts, of the 
life of Sigifmond , and the con qu eft of Burgundy. Proeopius (in 
tom. ii. p. 340 and Agathias (in tom, ii. p. 490 shew their remote 
and imperfect knowledge, 

^' Gregory of Tours il, ii. c. 37. in torn, ii. p. I8r.) inferts 
the short but perfualtve- fpeech of Clovis. Valde molefte fero, quod 
hi Ariani partem teneant Galliarum (the author of the Gefia Fran- 
corum, in tom. ii. p. S53. adds the precious epithet of opthnam), 
eamus cum Dei adjutorio, et » fuperatis eis, redigamus terram ia 
dicionem noftram, , 

^' Tunc rex projecit a fe in directum Bipennem fuam quod eft 
tranclfca^ etc. ( Gefta Franc, in tom. ii, p. ^S40. The form, and 
uft, bf this weapon, are. clearly defcribed-by Proeopius (in tom. ii. 
p. 37.)* Examples of its national appellation in Latin and French, 
may be found in the GlolTary of Ducange , and^ the large Diction* 
aaire de Trevoux. 



THIRTY-EIGHTH CHAPTER. 395 

• ^' It is fiftgular enough , that fome itnt»ortant and authentic 
facts should be found- in a life of Quintianus , compofed in rhyme 
in the old Pdtois of Rouergue (Dubos Hifi. critique, etc. torn. ii. 
p. 179.). 

^' Quamvis fortitudini veftre confidentiam tribuat parentlim vellro. 
rum innnmerabilis multitudu; quamvis Attilam potencem reminifcamim 
Viiigotborum virifaus incltnatum ; tamen quia populorum ferocia corda 
longft pace moUefcunt, cavete fubito in aleam mittere, quos conftat 
tantis temporibus excrcitia uon habere^ Such wa« the Cilutary, but 
fcuitlefs, advi«e of peace > of reaibn^ and of Theodoric (Cafliodor. 
I. lii. ep.-2,)' 

'** Montefquieu (Efprit des Loix, 1. xv. c. 14-) mentions and 
approves the law of the Viligoths <1. ix. tit. 2. in torn. iv. p. 42 .) , 
vhich obliged all mailers to arm, and fend, or lead, into the field, 
a tenth of their, slaves. 

'* This mode of divination « by accepting as an omen the firft 
^ facred words , which in particular circumftances should be preftnted 
^o the eye or ear, was derived from the Pagans; and the Pfalter or 
Bible , was fubftituted to the Poems of Homer and Virgil. From the 
fourth to the fourteenth century , thefe fortes fanctorum , as they are 
fiiled» were repeatedly condemned by the decrees of councils, and 
repeatedly praetiftd by kings L bishops, and (bints. See a curious 
dfffertation of the Abb^ du Retilel , in the M^moires de FAcad^mie » 
tom. xix. p. 387— ^310. 

** After correcting the text, or excufing the miftake, of Procdpius, 
who places the defeat of Alaric near Carcalfone, we may conclude 
from the evidence of Gregory, Fortunatus, and the author of the Gefta 
Fraucorum» that the battle was fought in campo Vocladenfi , on the 
banks of the Clain, about ten miles to the fouth of Poitiers. Clovis 
overtook and attacked the Viflgoths nehr Vivonne, and the victory, 
was decided near a village ftill named Champagne St. Hilaire. See the 
DiiTertations of the Abb^ le Boeuf, torn. i. p. 304 — 33 1. 

$3 AngouUme is in the road from Poitiers to Bordeaux i and 
although Gregory delays the iiege, I can more readily believe that 
he confounded the order of hiih)ry, tha^ that Clovis neglected th(^ 
rules of war. 

'^ Pyrenstos montes ufque Perpinianum fubjecit; is the expreflfinn 
of Rorico, which betrays his recent date; iince Perpignan did not 
exift before the tenth century (Marca Hifpanica , p^ 4SS.'). This 
florid and fabulous writer perhaps a monk of Amiens, (See the 
Abb6.1e Bceuf, M^m. de PAca<l^mie , tom. xvii. p. 228 — 34S. ) 
relates, in the allegorical character of a shepherd, the general hiftory 
of his countrymen the Franks ; but his narrative ends with the 
d^ath of Clovis. 

, '^ The author of the Gefta Francorum pofitively affirms , that 
Clovis fixed a body of Frauks in the i^aintooge and Bourdelois ; ^aad 
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lie is not injudicioasly followed by Rorico« elector itrilites , atfne ' 
fortiflimos, cum parvulis, atqae mulieribus. Tet it should feetn thair 
they foon mingled with the Komans of Aquitstn , till Charlemagne 
introduced a more numerous and powerful colony (Dubos. Uift, 
critique, tom. ii. p. sis.) 

" In the compoGtion of the Gothic war, I have nfed the following 
materials , with due regard to their unequal value. Four epiftles from 
Theodoric king of Italy (Caifiodor. 1. iii. epift. i — ^ in torn. iv» 
p. 3 — 50 » Procopius (de Bell. Goth. 1. i. c. 12. in tom. ii. p. 32, 33.>« 
Gregory of Tours (1. ii. c. 3S., 36, /37. in torn. it. p. iJJi — 183.) • 
Jornandes (de Reb. Geticis , c. 58. in tom. ii. p. ts.), Fortunatus 
(in Vit. St. HiUrii, in torn. iii. p. 3Sa)» lijidore (in Chron. Goth, 
in tom. ii. p. 702.), the Epitome of Gregory of Tours (in tom.ii. 
p. 401.), the author of the Gefta Francorum (in tom. ii. p. SSS-'^SSS*)* 
the Fragments of Fredegarius (in tom. ii. p. 463.) -Aimoin (1. i. 
6. 20. in tom. iii. p. 41 » 42. ) « and Rorico (I. iv» i« torn. iii. 
p. 14 — ^^19. ) 

^7 The Fafii of Italy would naturally reject a ootiful, the oiemy of 
their fovereign ; but any ingenious hypothefis that inigfat explain the 
filence of Conftantioople and Egypt (the Chronicle of Marcellinus, 
and the Pafchal), is overturned by the (imilar filence ofMarius, bishop 
of Avenche , who compofed his Fafii in the kingdom of Burgundy. If 
the evidence of Gregory of TQurs were lefs weighty and . pofitive 
(1. ii. c. 38. in tom. ii. p. 183.^, I eould believe that Clovis, liko 
Odoacer , received tbe^ lafting title and honours of P^urUian ( Pagt 
Critica, tom. ii. p. 47}. 492.) 

'■ Under the Merovingian kings, Marfeilles iliU Imported from the 
Eaft, paper, wine, oil, linen, lllk , precious ftones, fpiceS', etc. The 
Gauls, or Franks, traded to Syria, and the .Syrians were eftabltshe4 
in Gaul. See M. de Guignes , AUm. de TAcaddmie , tom. xxxvii. 
p. 471—475. . . ^ 

* • Oy yxf wors mvro Txkk$»g |i;y rat Kr^odsi ksxtj^c^m O^otryot^ m t» 
9tvTOx^KTO(og TO s^yvv S'Ttf^^ocyurecvroi ryro ys. This ftrong declaration 
of Procopius ( de Bell. Gothio. 1. iii. cap. 33- in tom. ii * p. 41- )• 
would almod fuffice to jofiify the Abb^ Dubos. 

*• The Franks, wh'> probably ufed the mints of Treves, Lyons and 
Aries , imitated the coinage of the Roman emperors* of fcventytwo 
folidif or pieces, to the pound of gold. But as the Franks eftablished 
only a decuple proportion of gold and filver, ten shillings will be 
' a fufficient valuation of their folidus of gold. It was the common 
ilandard of the Barbaric f^nes , and contained forty denarii f- or 
filver threepences. Twelve of thefe deAarii made a folidus , or 
shilling, the twentieth part of the ponderal and numeral livre , or 
pound of filver, which has been fo llrangely reduced in modern 
France. See le Blanc Trait^ hifiorique des Monnoyes de France , 
p. 3r-r~43, etc. 

^' A^athF/iS, in tom. ii. p. 47- Gregory of Tours exhibits a very 
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di0erent picture. Pethafl^ U would not beeaiy, within the fame hlfto- 
rical fpace, to find more vice and lefs virtue. We are continually 
shocked b.y the -union of favage and ^corrupt manners. 

** M. de Foncemasne has traced, in a correct and elegant diflertation 
(M€m. de TAcadtoie, torn. viii. p. 505— —528.) the extent and limits 
of the French monarchy. 

•' The Abb^ Dnbos (Hffioire critique > torn. i. p. 29 — 35.) has 
truly and agreeably reprefented the slow progrefs of thefe ftudles; 
and he obferves , that Gregory of Tours was only once printed 
before the year i%60. According to the complaint of Keineccius 
(Opera, tom. iiii Sylloge iih p. 248, etc.) Germany received with 
indiiFerence and contempt .the codes of Barbaric laws , which wercr 
published by Heroldus, Lindenbrogius , etc. At prefent thbfe laws 
(as far as they relate to Gaul), the hiftory of Gregory of Tours, 
and all the monuments of> the Merovingian race, appear in a pure 
and perfect ftate , in the firft four volumes of the Hillorians of 
France, 

<♦ In the fpace of thirty years (1728 — 17«5) this^ inierefting fubject 
has been agitated by the free ipirit of the Count de Boulainvtlliers 
(M^moires hiftoriques -fur TEtat- de la France , particularly torn. i. 
.p. IS — 49. > ; the learned ingenuity of- the Abb^ Dubos (Hilloire 
critique de PEtablifiement de la Monarchie Franqoife dans les Gaules, 
2 vol. in 4to. ) ; the comprehenfive gentiis of the prefidient de JVlono 
tefqnieu (Efprit des Loir,* particularly I. xxvKi. ^xx. xxxi.);'and 
the good feafe and diligence of the Abb^ de Mably C Obfervations int 
THiftoire de France , 2 vol. i2mo. ) . 

'^ I have derived mnch^ inftruction from two learned works of 
Heineccius, the ' Hi^ory ,' and the Elements, of the Germanic law. In: 
a judicious preface to the Etements , he coiiliders, and tries to' 
excufe, the defects of that , barbarous jurifprudenoe. 

** Latin appears to havie been the original language of the Salic 
law. It was probably compofed- in the beginning of the fifth 
century , befisre the atra ( A. D. 43r. ) of the real or fabulous 
Fharamond. The preface mentions the four Cantons which' produced 
the four legislators; and many provinces , Franconia , Saxony,' 
Hhnover, Brabant, et& have clainned them as theis^^ov?^. See an . 
excellent DiiTertation of Heienccius , de lege Saiicft , tom. iii; 
Syltoge iii. p. ^47 — 2B7> 

^7 Eginhatd, in Vit* Carol! Magni^ tf. 29. in tom. v. p. loO. 6y 
thefe two laws, moft critics uaderftand the Salic and the Ripuarian. 
The former- extended from, the Carbonarian -* foreft to the Loire 
(tom. iv.'P. 1.51.), and the latter might be obeyed from the fame 
foreft to the Rhine (tom. iv. p. 222.). 

'* Confult the ancient and modem prefaces of the feveral Codes « 
in the fourth volume of the Hifterians of France. The original 
l^tologue to .the,S«U0.Uw fXprejQS^f <^hongh in a foreign dialect) the 
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genuine l)»irit of the Franks • mote forcibly than the test books of 
Gregory of Toars. 

*^ The Ripuarian law declares* and defines, this indulgence in 
favour of the plaintiff ( tit. xxxi, in tom^ iv. p. &40. ) ; and the 
fame toleration is pnderftood, or expreflTed, iu all the Codes, except 
that of the Vifigoths of Spain. Tanta diverfiias lef;vm (fays Ago* 
bard, in the ninth century) quanta non folum in regionibos , aut 
civitatibus, fed etiam in mnltis domibus habetvr. Nam plerumqne 
contingit ut fimul eaut aut fedcant quinque homines , et nullus eorum 
communem legem cum altero^ habeat (in torn. vi. p. Z^6, ). He 
foolishly propofes to introduce an uniformity of law, as well as of 
faith. . 

^^ Inter Romanos negotia cauCirum Romanis legibus prxcipiAias 
terminari. Such are the words of a general conftitution promulgated 
by Clotaire , the fon of CloiVis , and fole monarch of the Franks (.in 
torn. iv. p. 116.), about the year %6o. 

7* This liberty of choice has been aptly deduced (Efprit des Loix» 
1. xxviii. 2r ) from a conftitution of Lothaire I. ( Leg. Langobard » 
L ii. tiu Ivii. in Codex Lindebrog. p. 664*): though the example is 
too recent and partial. From a various reading , in the Salic law, 
( tit< xUv. not xlr. ) the Abb< de Mably (torn, i. p. 290— -293*) ha^t 
conjectured , that * at iirft , a Bdrh^rian only , and afterwards any 
man (confequently a Roman), might live according to the law of 
the Franks. I am forry to offend this ingenious conjecture by 
obferying, that the ilrictcr fenfe iBarbarumy is expreffed in the 
reformed copy of Charlemagne ; which is confirmed by the I^oyal and 
Wolfenbuttle MSS. The lo«fer interpretation {hominvn) is authorifed 
only by the MS. of Fulda , from whence Heroldus published hfis 
edition. See the four ori^nal texts of the Salic Jaw, in torn, ir. 

p. 147. 173. I9<5. *20. 

7* In the heroic times of Greece , the guilt of mvrder waa 
expiated by a pecuniary fatisfaction to the family of the dcceafed 
( Feithius Antiquitat. Homeric. I. ii c. 8. ) . Heineccins ,. in hia 
preface to the Elements of Germanic I»aw» favourably fuggeib, that 
at Rome and Athens homicide was only punished with exile. It it 
true : but exile was a capital p^ishment for a citizen of Rome or 
Athens. 

7> This proportion is fixed by the Salic (tit. xliv. itftont. iv. p. I47^ 
and the Ripoarian (tit. vii. xi. xxxvi. in torn. iv. p, 237. 241.) 
laws: but the -latter does* not diftinguish any difterence of Romans; 
Yet {he orders of the clergy are placed above the Franks themfelves, 
and the Burgundians and Alemanni between the Franks and the 
Romans. 

^^ The Antnfiiotfs , qui im trufte Dominicd, font ^ itutU , fidelts , 
undoubtedly reprefent the firft order of Franks $ but it is a queftion 
whether their rank was perfonal § or hereditary. The Khh€ da Mably 
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Ctom. i.'p. 334 — /47*) is not dil]plea&d to mortiiy the pride df birth 
(£fprit,'l. XXX. c. 2S.)»t»y« dating the origin of Freach nobility 
from the reign of Clotaire IT. (A. D. tflf.). 

7f See the Burgundian laws (tit. U. in tom. iv. p. 257.) , the Coda 
of the Vifigoths ( 1. vi. tit. ▼. in torn* iv. p. 384*) > and the conftitu- 
tion of ChUdebert^ not of Paris » bat noft evidently of Auftr«iia 
Cin torn. iv. p. 112.). Their premature feverity was Ibmctimes rash, 
and exceifive. Childebert condemned not only murderers but robbers; 
quomodo fine lege invoIavit« fine lege moriatnr; and even the 
negligent judge was invoked in the fame fentence. The Viiigothi 
abandoned an unfucce&ful furgeon to the family of his deceafeJ: 
patient, nt quod de eo facere voloerint habeant potefiatem (L xi. 
tit. i. in tom. iv. p. 435* )• 

7' See in the fixth volume of the works «f Heineccius, the Elementa 
Juri$ Germanic! , 1. ti. p. ii. N*. a6i , 262. 280 — 283* Yet fome 
Tefiiges of tbcfe pecunfary compofitions for murder » have been traced 
in Germany, as late ai the fixteenth century. 

77 The whole fobjectof the Germanic judges, and their jurifdiction, \% 
copiously treated by Heineccius ( Ele^iient. Jur. Germ. J* iii. N**. i-— 72.)« 
I cannot find any proof, that, under the Merovingian race, the 
fcahini, or afleiTors, were chofen by the people. 

7' Gregor. Tur<in. 1. viii* c. 9* in tom. ii. p. 3T6. Montefquieu 
obferv^s (Ef^rit dee Loix, 1. xxviif* c. 13. )» that the Salic law did 
jiot admit thefe negatirt proofs fo nnivetially eilablished in the 
Barbaric codesk Yet this obfcure concubine (Fredegundis ), who 
became the wife of the grandfon of Clovis, muft have followed the 
Salic law. 

7» Mutator! , in the Antiquities of Italy, has given two Diflertations 
<xxxviii, xxxix.) on the judgments of Gcd, It was expected, that >f re 
would not burn^the innocents and that the pure element of water 
would, not allow the guilty to fink into its bofoni. 

'** Montefquieu (Efprit deslioixj 1. xXviii. c. 17) has condefcended 
to explain and. excufe " la maniere de penfer de nos peres, ** on the 
fubj^ct of judicial combats. He follows this firange inftitution from 
the age of Gundobald to that of St. Lewis; and the philofopher is 
ibmetimes left in the legal antiqusMrian. 

*' In a memorable duel at Aix-Ia^Chapelle (A, D. 820. ) , before the 
emperor Lewis the Pious; his biographer obferves* fecundum l»?em 
propriam, utpote quia uterque Gothos erat, equeftri pugn& congrefltis 
eiK (Vit. Lud. Pii, c. 33* in tom, vi. p. 103.)* Ermoldus NIgellus 
(1. iii. S43--^$28. in tom. vi.'p. 48—^500, who defcribes the duel, 
admires the ars nova of fighting on horfeback^ which was unknown 
to the Franks. '• 

** In his original edict, published at Lyons (A. D. SOi.)t Gundobald 
eftablishes and juftifies the ufe of judicial combat (Leg. Unrgund. 
tit. xlv. in tom. ii. p. a(7, 2(3. )i Three hundred years afterward^ 
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Agobard , bishop of Lyons , folicited Lewis the Pious to abolish 'tli» 
law of an Arian tyrant fin torn. vi. p. i%\ — 358.;. He relate* the 
coiiverCiiion of Gundobald and A vitas. *** 

'^ '*Accidit fays Agubard , ut non folura valentes viribus, fed etiam 
„ infirmi et fenes laceflantur ad pugnam , etiam pro viliflimis rebus. 
y, Quibus ' feral i bus certaminibus coiitingunt homicidia injufta ;- et 
„ crudeles ac perverfi eventus judiciorum. ** Like a prudent rhetori- 
cian, he fupprefles the legal privilege of hiring champions. 

.** Montefquitu (Efprit des Loix, xxviii. c. 14* )t who underftands 
why the jndicial combat was admitted by the Burgundians » Ripuarians 
AUmanni, Bavarians, Lombards, Thuringians, Frifons« and Saxons, 
is fatisfied (and Angobard feems to countenance the aflertion), that 
it was not allowed by the Salic law. Tet the Ihme cuftom, at 
lead in cafes of treafon, is mentioned by Ermoldus Nigellus (1. jii. 
543- in torn. vi. p. 43* ;> and the anonymous biographer of Lewis the 
Pious (c. 46- in torn. vi. p. lis.) as the *Mno$ antiquus Francorom ; 
more Francis folito, "ttc. expreffions too general to exclude the nobleA. 
of their tribes. 
*' Caefar dc Bell. Gall. 1. i. c. 3 1- in torn. L p. 213. 
" The obfcure hints of a divifion of lands oceaiionally fcattered 
in the laws of the Burgundians ( tit. liv. N*.. i « a. in torn. iv. 
p. 271, 272 >, and Vifigoths (I. x. tit, i. tJ*. 8, 9. 16. in torn. iv. 
p. 42' • 4-9, 430.), are skilfully explained by the prelident Mon- 
tefquteu Eiprit des Loix, \.' xxx. c. ?, 8, 9-)' I shall only add » 
that» among the Goths, tlie divifion feems to have been, afcertained 
by the judgment of the neighbourhood s that the Barbarians fre- 
quently ufurped th^- remaining MiVi/; and, that the Romans might 
recover their rights uule& they were barred by a prefcription of fifty 
years. ^ 

'^ It is fingnlar enTugh, that the prelldent de Montefquteu (£& 
prit des Loix, 1. xxx. c. 7 ;> and the Ahhi de Mably ( Obfervations « 
torn. i. p. SI ,22.), agree in this ftrange fuppofitton of arbitrary 
and private rapine. The count de Boulainvilliers (£tat de la France, 
torn. i. p. 22, 23.) shews a ftrong underftanding , through a cioud 
.of ignorance, and prejudice. ' • 

"" See the ruftic edict, or rather code, of Charlemagne, which 
contains feventy diilinct and minute regulations of that great monarch 
(in torn. V. p. 6S2-— 6s7. ). He requires an account of the horns and* 
skins of the goats, allows his iish to be fold, and carefully directs* 
that the larger villas ( Capitanea shall maintain one hundred hens and 
.thirty geefe; and th$ fmaUer {ManfionaUs> fifty hens and twelve geefe. 
Mabillon (de Re Diplomatic^) has inveftigated the names « the num- 
ber, and the iituation of the Merovingian villas. 
■ »' From a paifage of the Burgundian law (tit. i. N*.*4. in torn, iv." 
p. 2S7), it is evident, that a defervingfon might expecc to hold the- 
lands which his finther had received from the royal bounty of Gundo« 

bald. 
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t»fi1d. The'Burgundiaiig woiil4 firmly maintain their ptiviltgev and' 
their example inig;ht ejicqurage the beneficiaries of France. ; . . , 

'** The revolutioiis of the benefices ^nd fiefs are clearly ^iyed by the 
Abb^ de Mably. His. accurate diftinction oi tltfUs gives him a merit to 
-which even Montefquieu is a ftranger. , . 

•' See the Salic law' (tit Ixii. in tom^ iv. p. 156. )• The origin and 
nature of thefe Salic lalids^ which, in times of ignorance^ were perfectly 
underftood, now perplex our moft learned and fagaeious critics. 

'^ Many of the two hundred and fix miracles of St. Martin (Greg. 
Turon. in MaximI Bibliothecil Patrum, tom. xi. p. 896— -932. ) were 
re|>eatedly performed to punish facrilege. Audite h«c omnes C exclaims 
th« hishop of Tours), potefiatem habentes^ .after relating,, how fame 
jiorfes run mad, that had been turned into a facred meadow. 
* *' Heinec.^ Element. Jur. German. 1,. ii. p. li N* 8. 

•♦ Jonas, bishop of Orleans (A. D. 8ai-r-f826. Cave, Hift. LitterarJa, 
p. 443. > cenfores the UgAl tyranny of the nobles. Pro feris, quai 
cura hominum non aluit, fed Deus in commune morralibus ad uten4um 
conceffit, pauperes a potentioribus fppliantur, flagellantur, erga/liiHs 
<letruduntur , et multa alia patiuntur. Hoc enim qui faciunt, 
Ug* mundiTe facere jufie pofie contendunt. De Inftitutione Laicornm* 
iv ii. c. 23. apud Thomaflln , Difcipline de rJSglife « toni. iii. 
p. 1343. • •/ .'.... 

*' On a mere fuQ>fcion^ Chundo, a chamherlain of>(jontraff., I^ing 
of Burgundy, was ftoned. to.death (Greg, Taron. 1. x. c. 10. in torn* 
3I. p. 3^9. ). John of Salisbury (Policrat.l. i. c. 4<) afierts the rights 
of nature, and expofes.the cruel practh:e of the twelfth century. .Seft 
Heirtec. Elem. Jur. Germ.^L, II. p. I* N». 5.1 — %7. 

'^ The cuftom of enslaving prifoners of war was totally extingoiahed 
in the thirteenth century, by the prevailing influence of Chriftianity; 
but it tnlght be proved , from frequent paiTages of. Gregory of To^ts, 
etc. rhat it was practifed, without cenfure» under the Merovingian 
race; and even Grotius himfelf (de Jure Belli et Pacis, L iiu e. 7.)*^ 
as well as his commentator Barbeyrac , have laboured to rpconqile it 
with the laws of nature and reafon. 

•7 The ftate, profeffions, etc. of the German., Italian, and Gallio 
slaves, during the middle ages, are explained by Heineccius ( Element. 
Jar. Germ. I. i N*. a8*-r-47.), Miyatori (DifTertat. xiv, xv.)- Dvcange 
(Gloi£ fub voce Servi)^ and the Abb4 de Mably (Obfervations , torn. it. 
p. 3, etc. p. ft37, etc.). 

•* Gregory of Tours (I. vi. c. 45. in tom. ij. p. 269.; relates a 
memOrtble example, in which Chjlperic only abbfert the private rights 
of a indfitr. Many families, which belonged to. his domus fifcaUs » in 
the neighbourhood of Paris, were forcibly fent away into Spain. 

" Xic'entiam habeatis mihi qualemcunque voliieritis difciplinam 
ponere ;. vel vtnumdare, aut quod vobis jilacuetit de me facere. 
Marcttl£ Fbrmtil. J. ii. 28. in tom* iv. p. 497. x he /"ormw/tf^ of Linden^ 
Vol. VI. C c 
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l^rogius (p. ^^9.) , and that of Anjon (pi %6%.) are to the fame tfketi 
Gregory of Tours (I* vii. c. 4^. in torn. ii. p. 3.1 1-) fpeal^s of many 
|^erfons« who fold themfelves fo( bread. In a great famine. 

zoo -yprjjg^ Cafarfaw it, he laughed (Plutarch, in Csefar. in torn, f, 
p. 409- ): yet he relates his uufuccefsful fiege of Gergovia^ with left 
franknefs than we might expect from a great man to whom victory 
was familiar. He acknowledges, however, that in one attack he 
loil forty-fix centurions and feven hundred men ( de Bell. 6allico» 
1. vj. c. 44 — S3, in torn. i. p. 270 — 27ft.)- 

'"** AttdebantJ fb quondam fratres Latio dicere, et (kngnine ab Iliaco 
populos computare CSIdon. Apollinar. I. vii. epift. 7. in torn. i. p. 799.)^ 
I am not informed of the degrees and ci^cumftances of this fabulous 
pedigree. 

'^^ Either the firft, or ftcond, partition among the Tons of Clovis, 
liad given Berry to Childebert (Greg. Turon. 1. iii. c. ti. in torn. ii. 
p. 192.). Velim (&id he), Arvernam Lemanem^ quae tant& jocunditatis 
gratis reftilgere dtcitur oculis cernere (1. iii. c. 9. p* I9T.). The face 
of the country was concealed by a thick fog, when the king of Paris 
jnade his entry into Clermont* 

'^3 For the defcription of Anvergne , fee Sidonius (1. Iv. epift. AT* 
in torn. i. p. 793* )» with the notes of Savaron and Sirmond (p. 179^ 
and 51. of their refpective editions), Boulainvilliers (Etat dc la 
France, torn. ii. p. .242-^268. )• and the Abb< de la Longuerue 
iDefcription de la France, part i. p. 132—139.). 

'^* Furorem gentium, quae de ulteriore Rheni amnis parte venerant* 
Ibperare non poterat (Greg. Turon. 1. iv. c. so. in torn. ii. 229.)* 
was the excufe of another king of Aullrafia (A. O. 574. )« for the 
yavages which his troops committed in the neighbourhood * of 
Paris. 

^^' From the name and fituation, the Benedictine editors of Gregory 
•f Tours (in tom. if. p. 193. ) have fixed this fortrefs at a place named 
Cafitl Merliac f two miles from Mauriac , in the Upper Auvergne. In 
this defcription , I translate ir/ra as if I read intra ; the two prepofi« 
tions are perpetually confounded by Gregory, or his tranfcribersi and 
the fenib muit always decide. 

'•* See thefe revolutions, and wars, of Auvergne in Gregory of 
Tours (1. ii. c. 37* in tom. ii. p. i83. and 1. iii. c. 9» 12 > 13* 
p. 191* 192. de Miraculis St Julian, c. 13. in tom. ii. p. ^S6»% 
He frequently betrays his extraordinary attention to his native 
country. 

'•7 The ftory of Attains is related by Gregory of Totrrs (I. iii. 
c. 16, in tom. ii. p. 193 — 195. )• His editor, the P. Ruinart , 
confounds this Attains, who was a youth (puer) in the year 532» 
with a friend of Sidonius of the fame name , who was count of 
Autun, fifty or fixty years before. Such an error, which cannot^ 
imputed to ignorance,' is extufed , ia fome degree, by its owa 
magnitude. 
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»•• This Gregory , the great granffather of Gregory of Tours 
I in torn. ii. p. I9f* 490. ), lived ninety-two years; of which he 
t>afled forty, as coont of Auton , and thirty.two » as bishop of , 
Langres. According to the poet Fortunatus , he difplayed equal meut 
in thefe different ftations. 

^ Nobilis antiquli dectarreni prole parentum , 
Nobilior geftis » nunc fuper aftra manet. 
Arbiter ante feroic, dein pius ipfe facerdos, 
Qnos domuit judex, fovet amore patris. 
'"^ As' M. de Valois, and the P« Rutnart, are determined to change 
the McftUa of the text into Mofa , it becomes me to acquiefce in the 
alteration. Tet, afker (bme examination of the topography, I could 
defend the common reading. 

''^ The parents of Gregory ( Gregortus Florenttus Georgius ) 
were of noble extracttou {nataUhus' , . . illuftrts) , and they 
poiTefTed large eftates < Uii/tMdia ) both^ in Auvergne and Burgundy. 
He was born in the year 539 , was confecrated bishop of Tours 
in 573 , and died in 593 , or 595 , foon after he bad terminated his 
Kiftory. See his Life by Odo, abbot of Clugny (in torn. ii. p. 129 — 135')« 
and a neyv Life in the M^moires de TAcad^mie, etc. torn. xxvi. 

p. 598 i537. 

'" Decedente atqne immo potins pereunte ab urbibus Gallicanis 
Itberalium culturll literarum, etc. (in prxfat. in torn. ii.. p. 137.), is 
the complaint of Gregory himfelf, which he fully verifies by his own 
work. His ftyle is equally devoid of elegance and fimplicicy. In a 
confpicuous ftation he itill remained a ftranger to his own age and 
;country; and in a prolix work (the five laft books contain ten years) 
he has omitted almoft every thing that pofterity deiires to learn. I 
Jiave tediously acquired, by a painful perufiil, the right of pronouncing 
this unfavourable fentence. 

''* The Abb6 de Mably (torn. I. p. 247 — ^^7) has diligently «on« 
fiirmed this opinion of the prefident de Montefquieu (Efprit des'Loix, 
1. XXX. c. 13.). 

'" See Dubos, Hift* critique de la Monarchic Fran<;oift, torn, iu 
L vi. c. 9 , 10. The French antiquarians eftablish as a prituiple , .that 
jthe Romans and fiarbarians may be diftinguisbed by their names. Their 
jiames undoubtedly form a reafonable prefumption \ yet in reading 
Gregory of Tours. I have obferved Gondulphus, of Senatorian, or 
Roman extraction (1. vi. c. 11. in torn. ii. p. 273-); and Claudius, a 
Barbarian (1. vii. c. 29. p. 3o3.)* 

^'^ Eunius Mummolus is repeatedly mentioned by Gregory of Tours, 
from the fourth (c. 42^ p. 324.) to the feventh (c. 40. p. 310.) boolu 
The computation by talents is fingular enough; but if Gregory attached 
any meaning to that obfolete word , the treafures of Mummolus mu9k 
have exceeded ioo,oOQ 1. fterling. 
<*^ See Fleury, Difcours iii. fur THiftolre EccUfiaftiqae. 

C c a , - 
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*»• The bishop of Tours himfelf has recorded the complaint of Chil* 
peri'c, the srandfon of Clovis. "Ecce pauper remanfit.Fifcus nofter; 
ccce divitiae iiofhK ad eiclefias funt translate: niilli peoitas nifi foil 
Spifisopi 'tr^nant ( 1.' vi. c. 4^. in torn; ii. p. 191. ). 

"' See the Ripnarian Code (tit. xxxvi. in torn. iv. p. oai.X 
The Salic law does not provide for the faiety of the clergy; .^d we 
night fuppofe , on the behalf of the- more civilized tribe , that they 
had not forefeen fuch an impious abt as the murder of a prieft. Yet 
I'rKtextatus « archbi&hop of Rouen, was aflaifinated by the order of 
^ueen Fredegundis, before the altar (Greg. Turon. L viil.* 0. 31* ia 
torn. ii.'^. 35«.) 

'^>'M. Bonamy (M^m. de TAcad^mle des Tnfcriptions, torn, xxiv, 
p. 5~82 — ^670. } has afcertained the Lingua Romana Ruftica , Which , 
through the medium of the Romance , has gradually been polished into . 
the actual form of the French* language. Under the Carlovingian race, 
Che kings and nobles of France ftill underfiood the dialect of their 
German anceftors. 

''* Ce beau Mime a M ttouv6 dads lesboii. Montefquieu, Efprit 
des Loix, Kxi. c. 6. 

'** See the Abb< de Mably. Obfervatibns , etc. tcrtn. 1. p. 54 — ^^« 
It should feem that the infiitution of national aflemblies, which are 
coeval with the French nation, have never been congenial to its 
temper. 

»** Gregory of Tours,. 1. viii. 0. 30. in torn. ii. p. 321^, 32<5.: relates^ 
with' much indifference, the crimes, the reproof, and the apology, 
Nullus Regem metuit, nullus Ducem , nuUus Comitem reveretur; et 
ii fortaffis alicui iika difplicent, et ea, pro longsevitate vit» veftrae, 
emendare conatur , ilatim feditio in populo , ftatim tumultus exoritur, 
ct in tatitum unufquifque contra feniorbm , fxvft intentione grafiktuiv 
m vix fe credat evaders, Ii tandem lilcre ncquiverit. 

^^* Spaiu, in thefe dark ages, has b^en peculiarly unfortunate. The 
Fran'ks had a Gregory of T6urs; the Saxons, or Angles, a Bede; the 
Lombards , a Paul Warnefrid , etc. But the hiftory of the Vifigoths is 
contained in the short and .imperfect chronicles of Ifidore of Seville, 
and John of Biclar. 

'^^ Such air the complaints of St. Boniface, the apoftle of Germany, 
and the reformer of Gaul (in torn. iv. p. 94.). The fourfcore years, 
which he deplores, of licence and corruption, would feem to infi* 
nuate, that the Barbarians were admitted into the clergy about the 
year 660. 

124 The acts of the councils of Toledo are dill the moft authentic 
records of the church and' conftitution of Spain. The following pafiages 
are particularly important (iii. 17. 18, Iv. 7S. v. 2, 3* 4» ^. 8« vi. ir, 
J«, 13, 14. 17, 18. vii. I. xiii; 2, 3, 60. I have found Mafcou '( Hift. , 
of the ancient Getmans, xv. 29: and Annotations, xxvi.and xxxiii,) 
and FerferjK (Hift. G^nirale de Tfifpagne, com. Ii.) very ufeful au4 
accurate guidci. • 
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•** Tfi€ Coje ot t^e Yillgoths, regularly divided into twelve .l)Ooks*» 
lias been correctly publisbcdjby Dom Bouquet (in torn. iv. j^. :^73-— 
460.). It has beeiT treated by^e prelident de Montef^uie* (ECpr^t der 
Loix, L xxvliK'.c, i.) with exceifive fevetity. I dislike the ftyle ;> I 
deteft* the (uperftitioni Ji>ut t. shall prefumc to thinks tha,t the .civil 
jurirprudence difplays a more qiyilifed a^d eiilightened ftate ,of fociety* 
than that. of the Bnrgundians, or even of itie Lombards^- 

'**jSee. Gil^Us d* Excidio Brit^ani.«,.€. Ii-^^i.^.. p. 4->— 9«' edit* 
Gale. Nenpius Hift. ^ritoaum , 4» t^$. 3?^ — ^5?. p, iQ5-»— «S. «dit. 
Gale. Be4e itift. J^cjslefiAft. Gfiotis Anglorum, 1, i.c.> 12-^^16. pr 49 — 
53. c«. ^2^ p« 5?. ^ditv.SmitbvCiiron.,$i«xo4icuiii, p. ii*-^23» et«< edit. 
Gibfon. The A^glo^ Saxon laws yref^ published by Wilkins , Loodo« 
1731^. in f9lio; , and the Xeges WaiUcse, by Wotton 9ud Clarke* 
London I730, in folia- 

'^7 The laborious -Mr. Carte* and the Jngeniouc Mr. Whitaker, are 
the tw« modern wijters tp whom -I am priniHpally iiidebted. The par* 
'ticular hiflorian of Manch.efter emltraees,' under thatobfcnre title , a 
fuHe^ttalmoft as exteniive as thegeseial hiftory of Engtand. 

**• Thn invitation^ which may derive ^fl>me conntenahce -from the 
loofe^expreifions of Gildas ^and »Bede, ii fr^ed intO"a regular <ft6ry By 
^itikmd, a Saxon monk of te tea ttw- century (fee Coiifia , Hilt, de 
TEmptre d^Occidtnty tom;.iiv pi 95^'>- Raptn, and even Hume, have to(» 
freely iifed this fnfpioious evideirce/ withoaii regarding the predfe and 
probable teftimony of Nenniu^: Interea venerunt tres Ghiul« a Ger^ 
rmn\k-in.txilio ptdftt^ In qnibui erant Hors et Hengift. '' -- 

"*»'Nlettirius imputes to the Saxons' the murdfct of'thre« hundred 
British chiefs ; a crime not utifiiitable to their favage manner^. Bur. we 
are not obliged to believfe (Tee Jeffrey of Monmouth, 1. ViHJc. 9^—11.), 
that Stortehenge Is their mohumi^nt ,* which the giants hail formerly 
tranfported from Africa to Ireland', and which was removed to Britain 
ty the order of Ambroiius, and the krcof Merlin. 

'" Alf tlrefe tribes are exprcfsly enumerated by Bede (1. i..c. i^. j»; 
52. 1. V. c. 9. p. 190.), and though I h4ve confidered Mr. Whitaker's 
remarks- tHlft.df ManiJhefter, vol.ii. p. s38- — S43.), I do not perceive 
the abflirdity of ruppofiiig that the Friflans, ct^/ were mingled with 
the Anglo-Saxons. ' ' . . 

^J'^ede has enumerated feven kings , two Saxons, a Jute, and 
four Angles, who fu.ccefllvefy acquired in the heptarchy an indefinite 
fu pre mVc^ 'of power and renown. But their reign was the eJffect , not 
of law^ butofton^ueit;, and he _obrerves , in finular terms « that, one 
of them rubaiied/ the fsles of Man and Anglefey; and that, another 
impofed a tribu;t;e on the Scots, and i'icts (.Hifl. Euclef. 1. ii' c. 5U 

J. 83.V.;. ; ,.. .,., ...... .'.V. . ■ . .• 

"* Sei diUffW^dc Bxcidio Britanuiac , c. i. p. i. edit. Gale. 

C c 3 ^ 



4o6 NOTES Ta*THE 

*'» Mr. Whitaker (Hiftoty of Manchefter , vol. ii. p. 5©3. ?i«.> 
lias fiiiartly expofed this glaring abfurdity , which had paiTed un« 
noticed by fhe general .hiftorians , as they were haftening to more ia- 
tereiling and iniponant events. 

'3^ At Beran-birig, or Barbury- cafile, near Marlborough. Thf 
^axon chronicle affigns the name and date. Cambden (Britannia* 
vol, i. p. 128.) afcertains the place; and Henry of Huntingdon 
(Scriptores poft Bedam, p. 3V4. ) relates the drcumftances of this 
battle. They are probable and caraoteriftic ; and the hifturians of the 
twelfth century might confult fome materials that no longer exift. 

*** Cornwall was finally Ibbdued by Athelftan (A. D. 927 — 94T. >» 
M»ho f)lanted an English colony at Exeter, and confined the Britons 
fceyond the river Tamir. See "W^illiam of Malmabury , }. ii. in the 
Scriptores poft Be^am, p. SO, The fpirit of the CotnUh knights 
was dag^raded by fervittidc^ and it should feem, .from the Romance 
of Sir Triilram, that their cowardice was almoft proverbial. 

^^^ The eftablishment of the Britons ip Gaul is. proved in th9 
ilxth century, by Procopius, Gregory of Tours, the feoond council 
of Tours (A. D. 567.)* and the leaft fufpicious of their chronicles 
aad lives of faints. The fubfcription of a bishop of the Britons to 
the firft council of Tours>(A. D. 4^>i. or rather 4$i.>« the army of 
Kiothamus, and the loofe declamation of Gildas (alii tranOnarinaa 
petebant regiones, c. 2%. p. 8.), may countenance an emigrafion at 
.early as the middle of the fifth century. Beyond that aera, the 
Britous of Armorica can be found .only in Romance » and I am fur« 
prized that Mr. Whitaker C Genuine Hiftory of the Britons, p. £14'-^ 
221.) should fo faithfully tranfcribe the grofs ignorance of Carte » 
wbofe venial errors he has fo rigorously cbaftifed. 

'^^ The antiquities oi Bntagnt^ which have been the fubject even 
of political controverfy, are illuftrated by Hadrian Valefius (Nodtia 
Galliarum, fub voce Britannia dfmarina^ p. sS*— -ioo.)» M. d'An* 
ville (Notice de TAncienne Gaule, Cprifopiti yCuriofolitts , Ofifmn^ Vor* 
ganium^'y. 248, 2^8. 508. 720, and Etats de I'Europe, p* 76'— 80.), 
longuerue (Defcription de la France, torn. i. p. 84—»«94. )« and the 
Abb^ de Vertot CHift. critique de rEt^bliffement des Bretons dans 
le& Gaules, 2 vol. in X2mo.' Paris, 1720.): I may affume the merit 
ot examining the original evidence wbich they haVe produced. 

''^ Bcde, who in his chronicle (p. 28.) places Ambrofiui under 
the reign 0f Zeno (A. D. 474 — 491.), obferves, that his parents 
had been •* purpuri induti;" which he explains, in his ecclefiaftical 
liiftory, by *• regium nomen'et infigne ferentibus" (1, i. C, 16, p. S3.). 
The exprelTion of Nennius (c. 44. p. no, edit Gale) is ftill morrf 
lingrular , ** Unus de confuUhus gent|s Romanics ^flf pater mens. " 

^'••Cy the unanimous, though doubtful, conjecture of our anti- 
quarians, Ambrofius is confounded with Natanleod, who (A. D. /08.) 



THIRTY-EIGHTH CHAPTER. 40^ 

foft htff own Ufe, and five thoufaod of his fnbjects , in i battle ag^aiiift 
Cerdic^ the Weft Saxen (Chron. Saxon, p. 17 » Te.). 

'^* As I ani a ftranger to the Welsh bards Myifdhin , Ilomareh, 
fend Talielfin, my faith in the exiftence and exploits of Arthur « prin- 
cipally refts on the fimple and circiimftantial teftimony of Nennius 
<Hift. Brit. c. 5s » 63* p. IT4-). Mr. Whitaker (Hift. of Manchefter » 
vol. ii. p. 31"— ?i*) has framed an interefting, and even probable, 
narrative of the wars of Arthur: though it is impofilble to allow thf 
reality of the round table. 

'^* The progrefs of romance, and the ftate of learning, in the 
middle ages, are illuilrated by Mr. Thomas Wharton , with the tafte 
of a poet, and ^he minute diligence of an antiquarian. I have de* 
rived 'much inftruction from the two learned difl^rtations prefixed to 
the firft volume of his Hiftory of English Poetry. 

*^^ Hoc anno (490) MUa. et CifTa obfederunt Andredes - Ceafter ; 
et inter&cerunt omnes qui id incolnerunt; adeo ut ne unus Brito ibi 
fuperftes fuerit (Chron, Saxon, p. 15.); an expreifion more dreadful 
in its fimplichy , than all the vague and tedious lamentations of the 
British Jeremiah. 

'** Andredes-Ceafter , or Anderida, is placed by Cambden (Bri- 
tannia, vol. i. p. 258.) at Newenden , in the marshy grounds of 
Kent« which might be formerly covered by the iea» and on the t(k$9 
of the great foreft (Anderida), which overfpread fo large a portion of 
Hampshire and Sufiex. 

'^' Dr. Jobnfon afiirms, that fiw English words are of British ex- 
tractfott. Mr. Whitaker , who underftands the British language , 
has difbovered more than thrtt thoufand^ and actually produces a long; 
and various catalogue ( vol. ii. p. '23s — 339.). It is polOble, indeed, 
that many of thefe words may have been imported from the Latin dr 
Saxon into the native idiom of Britain 

'^* In the beginning of the feventh century, the Franks and the 
Anglo-Saxons mutually underftood each other's language , which was 
derived from the fame Teutonic root (Bede, L i. c. 15. p. <(o.}. 

^^'^ After the firft generation of Italian, or Scottish, miifienaries, 
the dignities of the church were filled with Saxon profelytes. 

'^* Carte's Hiftory of England , vol. i. p. 191;. He quotes the 
British hjftorians ; but I much fear . that Jeffrey of Monmouth (1. vi. 
c. I5>^ is his only witnefs. 

'♦7 Bede, Hift. Ecclefiaft. 1. i. c. l%. p. 5*. The fact is probable, 
and well attefted : yet fuch was the loofe intermixture of the German 
iribes, that we find, in a Cubfequent period, the law of the AugU 
and Warini of Germany (Lindenbrog. Codex, p. 479***^486. ). 

'^* See Dr. Henry's ufeful and laborious Hiltory of Great Britain, 
vol. ii p. 388. 

»♦• Quicquid (fkys John of Tinemouth) inter Tynam et Ternii^ 
fluvios extitit fola eremi vaftltudo tunc temporis fuit, et idcirco vU 
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lius dititffei fervivir, «o qnodfola indoinitorum et fylvefitium anitnd* 
lium fpelunca et habitatio fuit (apud Carte « (vol. i. p. I9S>). From 
1)ishop NichuHbn (English Hiftorical Library, p. 6^. 98.', I under- 
fiand,*that fair copies of John of Tinemouth's ample CoHections are 
preCerved in the libraries of Oxford « Lambeth, etc. 

'<!* See the miifion of VT^ilfrid^ etc. in Bede, Hifi. EccleL 1. iv. 
c. 13. i<5. p. US, 1^6, 159. 

''^.From the cohcurfent teftimony of Bede (1. ii. c. I. p. 78. }, 
and William of Malmsbury (1. iii. p. I02. ) It appears, that tb; 
.AiiglO' Saxons, from the firft, to the laft, age, perfifted in this un« 
natural praaice. Their youths were publicly fold in the market of 
Rome. 

< I ? -According to the laws of Ina, they could not be lawfully fold 
teyond the feas. 

^^y The life of a JFallus\ or CamhricuSy homo, who pofleHed a hide 
Af land, is fixed at I20 shillings, by the fame laws (of Ina, tit. xxxii.. ^ 
in Leg. Anglo-Saxon, p.^ so.), which allowed 260 shillings for a 
free Saxon, and i2co for a Thane (fee likewife Le|;. Anglo-Saxon; 
p. 71.). W'e may obferve, that thefe legislators , the Weft Saxons 
and Mercians, continued their British conqueAs after they became 
Chriftians. The laws of the four kings of Kent do not condefcend 
to notice the exiftence of any fubject Britons. 

'5^ See Carte's Hift. of England, vol.i. p. -278. 

''^ At the conclufion of his hiftory (A. D. 731*)* Bede deCbribes 
the etfelcfg^ftical ftate of the island , and ceofures the implacable , 
though impiotent, hatred of the Britons againft the English nation, 
and the Cath'oHc churcl) (1. v. c. 23. p. 219.) 

^'7 Mr. Pennant's Tour in Wales (p, 426—449.) has furnished 
me with a ouridus and interefting account of the Welsh bards. In 
the year is$S, a feffion was held at Caerwys by the fpecial com- 
mand of fueen "Elizabeth » and regular degrees in vocal and inftru- 
niental mufic were conferred on fifty-five minftrels. The prize (a 
iilver harp) was s^judged by the Moftin family. 

"^ Regio longe lateque diffuCa, miUte, magis quam credibile i^t « 
refcrta. Fartibus eqtiidem in illis miles unus quinquaginta g^nerat^ 
fortitus more barbaro denas aut amplius uxores. This reproach of 
William of P^tfers (in the Hiftorians of France, torn. xi. p. 88.) 
is difclaimed by the Benedictine editors. 

i5». (jiraldiis Caifebrenfis confines this gift of bold and ready. «lo- 
quenclf fo* th^ Rolnans, the French, and the Britons. The mali- 
cious 'W^ekbmaii infinttates, that the Englrsh taciturnity might pb{Q(- 
bly be the elFect of th^r fervirude under the Nortnans. . . 

^•* iThe t)ict«tre of Welsh and Armotican niahnerff is drawni •fro'm 
Giraldus fDefcript. Canibriae , c. 6 — is. inter Script. Cambdeij. 
^. 83«^«"9r.'), 'and^the iauthors quoted by the AbW de Vertjot < Hid. 
wiliquei, tcrrt. ii. p. asJ^-i— 266t), -••..* . 
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*"r €er PHMWpiiis de Bell. Gothio, f. iv/ e. aa p; «ao"-i-«l^. 
The Greek hfftorian is himfelf fo confounded by the woirders which 
he relates, that he weakly attempts to diftm^ish' the , islands of 
Brittia and Briiam , which he has identified, by fo -many inftparableT 
eircnniftaiices. 

'^^ Theodebert, grandfon bfClovis, aAd king of Auftf^fia, war 
the ntoUk powerful and warlike prince of the ages and this remark- 
able adventure may be placed between the years <34 and' 947 » the 
extreme terms of his reign. His filler TheuOechildis retired to Serts» . 
where she founded monafteries» and diihibuted alms (f«^ the ndtet 
of the Benedictine editors, in torn. ii. p. 216.). If we may cre^t 
the prai&s of Fortunatus (1. vi. carm. ^. in tom. lip. 507.)^ Ra* 
diger.'was deprived of a moft valuable wife. 

'^^ Perhaps she was the fifter of one of the princes or chieft of the 
Aogl^ , who landed in 527 »- and the following yeors , between the 
Humb^r -and the Thames, ^ and gradually 'founded the kingdoms o£ 
Eaft-A'Anglia and Merda. The English writers ure ignorant of -her 
name^and exigence : hut Procopius may have ^fuggefted to Mr. Rowe 
the character andfituation of Rodugune in the tragedy of the Royal- 
Convert. .-,... , . . * i 

''^ Jo the copious hiftory of Gregory of Tours, we cannot find 
any traces of-ho'ftUe >or friendly • intercourfe between France and 
England , except in the marriage of the daughter of Caribert king 
of Paris , quam^ regis ^uj^fdamfin Cantia Alius matrimonle . oopulap- 
vit (L ix. c. 2<S. in torn, ii^.p. 348.).^ The bishop of Toursf ended 
his hiftory and his life almoil immediately before the conveisfi<^ of '- 
Kent. ...;-.• . , 

^opes to the General Ohjervations on the fait of the ItotHan 
., Empire in tb? Weft. , . , .. 

' Such are the figurative expjrelfions of jPlutarch.C Opera,, tpm* ii.i 
p. 31$. edit. Wechel), to whom ><,0J9, the faith of his fon .Lamprias - 
(FabrLcius, Bibliot. Grxc...toni..iii* p. 34 it) « I shall bplflly, impi)t« 
the malicious declama^on, ^ifitfii VbifAouoiiv TuxnS' The. fiune opi- 
nions had prevailed among the Greeks t^wo hundred and fifty years 
before Plutarch: and to confute them «^is the profeflTed intenlie^ of. 
Polybius jCIfiil. 1. i. p. 90. edit. Gionov. Amftel. 1670. ) . 

^ See the iaeftimable remains of. the fixth book of Polybius, and 
many .other parts of his general - hiftory , particularly a digreifion in 
the feventaenth book, in which he compares the phalanx, and the 
legion.,. , 

' Salluft, de Bell.Jugurthin. 6. 4. Such were the generous profeifions 
of P. Sqpio and, 2* Maximus. The Latin hiftorian had read, and 
muH probably tranCcribeSy Polybius, thsir conteqipprary and ^ieqdt ' 
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^ VJiite CatUiBfe was in tamct, Scipio Tenated twd lines of the 

Iliad » whioh cxpreit the deftructioa of Troy, acknowlidginfir to Po. 
lybiat» bis friend and preceptor (Folyb, in Excerpt, de Virtut. et 
iTit. torn, ii. p. i45S-^i4<5*)« that, while lie recollected the viciflt- 
tildes of human aflPairs , be inwardly applied tbem to the future caln* 
aii^s of Rome ( Appian. in Libycis, p. i3<S. adit. TqU.). 

5 See Daniel ii. 3i-«-<40. "And the fourth k4ngdom shall be ftroni? 
„ as irom$ forafinuch as iron brealceth in pieces, and inbdueth all 
. „ things*** The remainder of the prophecy (the mixture of iron 
•nd eUc^} was accomplished, according to St. Jerom, ii| his own 
time* Sieat enim in prineipio nihil Romano Imperio fortius et du. 
rius , ita in fine rerum nihil imbeciilins : quum et in bellis civilibus 
ct adverfus diverfas nationes» aliarum gentium barbararum auxiU« 
Mdigemus (Opera, torn. t. p. 572.) 

' The French and English editors of the Genealogical Hiftorf 
4)f the Tartars have fubjolned a curious , though imperfect , defcrip- 
tion of their prefent iiate. We might queftion the independence of 
the Calmucks, or Elutlis, fince they have been recently vanquished 
fty the Chinefe, who, in the year i7S9f fubdued the lefler ^ucliaria, 
and advanced into the country of Badaksham , near the fourcet 
of the Oxus (M6moires for les Chioois, torn. i. p %%S — 40O.). 
9ttt thefe conqueiU are precarioas , nor will I venture to enfure the 
lafety of the Chinefe empire. 

^ The prudent reader will determine how fisr this general propoi* 
fition is weakened by the revolt of the Ifaurians, the independence 
of Britain and Armocica, the Moorish tribes, or the Bagaudae of 
Gaul and Spain (vol. i. p. 340. vol. iii. p. 273. 337- 434> ) 

* America now contains about fix millions of European blood 
and defcent; and their numbers, at lead in the North, are conti- 
nually increafing. Whatever niay be the changes o^ their political 
fituation, they muft preferve the manners of Europe; and we may 
reflect with Tome pleafure , that the English language will probably 
be diffttted over and immenfe and populous continent. 

^ On avoit fiiit venir (for the • fi^ge of Turin) 140. pieces do 
ianon \ et il eft k remarquer que chaqne grds canon mont6 revient i 
environ 2000 ecus : il y avoit 1 10,0^0 boulets ; I06,ooo cartouches 
d'une fe(;on, et 300,000 d*une autre; 21,000 bombes; 27,700 gre- 
nades, il.oob facs i terre, 30,000 iaftruments pour le: pionpage ; 
i,200«ooo livres de poudre. Ajdhtez i ces munitions, le plomb, le 
ler, et le ferblanc, les cordages, tout ce qui fert aux mineurs, le 
fou|Jhre, lefalpfttre, les outils de toute eTpece. II eft certain que les 
firais de tous ces pr^paratifs de deftruction fuifiroient pour fonder et 
pour faire flenrir la plus nombreufe colonie. Voltaire, Siicle de 
Louis XIV. c. XX. in his Works, torn. xi. p. 39f. 

'^ It would be an eafy, though tedious task, to produce the 
authorities of poets » phiiofophers * and hiitorians. I shall therefore 
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content fmyrelf with appealing to the decilive and authentic tefiiMony 
of Diodorus Siculus (torn. i. I» i. p. ii, 12. 1. iii. p, i84» etc. 
edit. Weifeliog. ). The Ichthyophagi , who in his time wandered 
along the shores of the Red Sea , can only be compared to the natives 
of New Holland ( Dampier's Voyages > vol. i. p. 464-^469. ). Fancy , 
or perhaps reafon, may ftill fuppoft an extreme and abfolute Aate of 
nature far below the level of thefe favages, who had acquired fome 
arts and Inilrunients. 

" See the learned and rational work of the Prefident Goguet, do 
rOrigine des Loix, des Arts et des Sciences. He traces from facts, 
or conjectures (torn. i. p. i47 — 337* edit. i2mo.), the firft and moft 
difficult fieps of human invention. 

"It is certain, however firange , that many nations have been 
ignorant of the ufe of fire. Even the ingenious natives of Otahette, 
who are deftitute of metals , have not invented any earthen vefTels 
capable of fuftaining the action of fire, and of communicating tho 
heat to the liquids which they contain. 

''Plutarch. Qnxtt, Rom. in tom. ii. p. 2?t. Macrob. SaturnaL 
1. i. c. 8. p. iss. edit. London. The arrival of Saturn (of his re« 
ligious worship) in a ship, .may indicate, that the favage coall oC 
Latium was firft difcovered and civilifed by the Phoenicians. 

'^ In the ninth and tenth books of the OdyiHsy , Homer has em* 
1>elllshed the tales of fearful and credulous failbrs , who uansformed 
the cannibals of Italy and Sicily into monftrbus giants. 

'' The merit of difcovery has too often been flained with avarice » 
cruelty , and fanaticifVn \ and the intercourfe of nations has produced 
the communication of dil^afe and prejudice. A lingular exception 
is due to the virtue of our own times and country. The live great 
voyages fucceflively undertaken by the command of his prefent Ma« 
iefty, were inlpired by the pure and generous love of fcience and 
' of mankind. .The fame prince, adapting his benefactions to the diffe* 
rent ftages of fociety , has founded a fchool of painting in his capital; 
and has introduced into the islands of the South-Sea, the vegetables 
and animals moft nfeful to human life. 
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